
 Welcome back to school for Baxter Academy?s fifth year! It?s a big one. We?ll be moving to a 
spacious, permanent home at 185 Lancaster Street. There, all 400 students can learn together in 32,000-square-feet specially 
outfitted for our STEM programming.

Housed in an old bakery 
building in Portland?s Bayside 
neighborhood, the space is 
currently being renovated to 
provide students with a 
learning environment designed 
around a state-of-the-art 
fabrications lab. The new space 
also includes engineering, 
robotics, electronics, and 
science labs, as well as a 
darkroom, a music room, and a 
soaring art room. The new 
Great Room will include a 
movie screen. Interactive 
screens will also be available 

throughout the school for 
student presentations.

The Engineering Pathway 
and Summit program will 
start school on the top 
floor at Lancaster on 
September 18.  Midwinter, 
the entire school will settle 
in. 

The pr om ise of  the 
l ast  four  year s i s 
her e:  a thr iv ing 
student  com m uni ty 
of  400 ser ved by 
pr ogr am m ing that  i s 
dr iven by the needs 
and inter ests of  
students. And, 
f i nal l y: a hom e 
wher e w i l l  soon be 
together  under  one 
r oof .
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What  have you st ar t ed, led, joined, built , f ixed since 
graduat ing f rom  Baxt er? 
I created a new YouTube channel dedicated to electric 
skateboards, virtual reality, and bleeding edge 
technology. http://youtube.com/virtuallychris My 
'Building a Self Driving Car ' series has been gaining 
traction from a bunch of people and news outlets, as 
well as some of the companies making the equipment 
for self driving cars. Essentially I've been creating a 
tutorial series to help others make their cars self driving 
using software and hardware plans by comma.ai.

How have you brought  your  exper ience as a learner  
at  Baxt er  t o your  cur rent  com m unit y?
Being able to work on my own projects during Flex 
Friday was an invaluable experience. Flex Friday taught 
me a lot about project management (we use Scrum 
boards all the time!) and prepared me to work 
efficiently with other people, set reasonable goals, and 
use my time well. All of our work on the Flex Friday 
proposals prepared me to plan ot my ideas, which has 
definitely given me an advantage over other students. 

What  advice would you give cur rent  Baxt er  
st udent s?
Don't take the Baxter experience for granted, and gain 
lots of contacts with the staff and community. These 
relationships will definitely help you in the future. 
Baxter allows for you to find what your talents are and 
begin to pursue them, which helped me a lot in the 
college hunt, and with finding my ideal major.

Which Baxt er  course do you 
st i l l  t h ink  about ? 

Computer Aided Design (CAD)! I 
still use CAD all the time.

What  news do you want  t o share w it h your  Baxt er  
fam ily and f r iends?

I'd encourage all Baxter students to check it my tutorials 
on self-driving cars. I really wish I had this idea as a Flex 
Friday project! Maybe some students can help by 
porting over their own car to work with OpenPilot?

Click : Check  out  t he recent  news 
st ory on Chr is' self -dr iving car !

             Alum ni: Stay in touch and share YOUR news!  

             Email heather.dippolito@baxter-academy.org

I helped my peers 
with math skills I 

learned in Moxhay?s 
class when I was at 

camp for 8 1/2 weeks.  
Emma, ?19

In June, following 
three years of 

participation on 
Baxter's FRC team, I 

traveled to China 
with students from 
Spruce Mountain. 

There, I  mentored a 
team of high 

schoolers from 
Shanghai as they 

built FRC robots and 
competed in (and 

won) the FIRST China 
International 
Invitational.  

Julian, ?18

I taught my sister a 
little bit how to 

program using Excel. 
Julie, ?18

I pushed my comfort 
zone, when I accepted 

an offer to go to 
Uganda to make a 

documentary!   
May, ?19

Alum ni Cor respondence  

Chr is McCam m on, 2016
Current ly: At t ending Cham plain 
College for  Gam e Managem ent

FROM OUR STUDENTS: 
what  did you do t his 

summer  t hat  

ut il ized skil l s 
you l ear ned at  

BAxt er ?

your  
st or ies
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Maine is most known for its rocky coast, but not everyone 
who lives in Maine has a connection to the sea. Science & Sea, 
a program that arose from a partnership between Baxter 
Academy and Ocean Passages aims to give high school 
students a clearer understanding of the relationship between 
the coastline and our state?s economy. Ocean Passages is a 
non-profit that aims to educate young people on humanity?s 
connection with the marine 
environment while sailing 
aboard the Harvey Gamage, 
a 131? traditional wooden 
schooner. 

As the student leader for the 
Science & Sea program, I help 
to pilot this unique program 
during Flex Fridays at Baxter. 
Working with Heather 
D'Ippolito, Baxter?s 
Partnership and Outreach 
Coordinator, and Sydney 
Hebert, Ocean Passages 
coordinator, it was my job to 
help students see that this 
was an experience like no 
other and that ANY high 
school student in Maine 
could come aboard the 
schooner for a two-week 
adventure up and down 
the coast.

Communication 
back and forth 
between Baxter 
Academy and Ocean Passages 
was complicated by the fact that 
Ocean Passages' gap year sailing 
program was in full swing in Cuba, but 
applications started to arrive and the itinerary began to come 
together by late spring. As summer approached, the Gamage 
had returned to Maine, and the student participants began 
earning their sea legs and volunteering during weekend 
charter sails. Then, seemingly all of a sudden, there were ten 
of us standing on deck ready to set sail out of Casco Bay. 

We spent the first two days sailing our way up to Mount 
Desert Island, and then Stonington. We spent the remainder 
of the two weeks winding our way back down to Portland 
making many stops along the way. We visited oyster farms, 
museums, and biology labs. On North Haven we visited an 
organic farm. On Hurricane Island we learned about scallops 
and sustainable living. And in Stonington we learned about 

Maine?s stone cutting history. We visited Bigelow labs, the 
Darling Center, and UNE to learn about ocean life and 
human's impact and relationship with the sea.

The stops we made were all informative, but our method of 
transportation was always exciting. Sailing aboard a Tall Ship 
is truly a unique experience. The Harvey Gamage requires 

many hands to ensure that 
the vessel is staying the 
course. When raising the 
sails and preparing to get 
under way, all hands are on 
deck. Once under sail, the 
necessary participation level 
drops to about five people: 
one to steer the boat, one to 
stand bow watch, and a few 
others to support. We 
needed to learn as much as 
we could as soon as possible 
to keep everything running 
smoothly. All of us were still 
learning about the operation 
of the boat right up until we 
docked in Portland on the 
last day. The need to work 
together smoothly as one 
unit brought everyone 
together. I was friends with 
people I?d never met before, 
or just never really spoken to, 
in just a couple of days. 

This opportunity to meet and 
work with students from 

other Maine schools, gathering knowledge about Maine?s 
coast and Tall Ship sailing was truly unique. It is safe to say 
that the pilot year for Science & Sea was a resounding 
success, and I'm thankful that I had the opportunity to be a 
part of making it happen.

FLEX FRIDAY 
FOCUS

Navigat ing a Par t nership: Science & Sea
by Nadia Crocket t -Cur rent , class of  2018
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Inquiry leads learning at Baxter Academy for Technology and 
Science, a public charter high school free to Maine students. Our 
project-based STEM curriculum emphasizes real-world problem 
solving and is paired with a humanities program that connects 
ideas across disciplines and cultivates strong communication skills. 
Students design innovative projects through Flex Friday, a unique 
program requiring initiative, perseverance, and collaboration, as 
well as reflection on the work and its impact in the community.

 

  

Upon graduating from Dar tmouth 
College, Mr. Water s began a 14-year  
career  as a commodities tr ader.  In his 

role as a tr ader  of electr ici ty and natural gas, Mr. 
Water s developed a fascination w ith the 
inter sections of business, natural r esources, and 
public pol icy. Upon leaving the tr ading industr y, Mr. 
Water s earned his M.A.T in secondar y education 
from Sacred Hear t Univer si ty in Fair f ield, CT. He 
comes to Baxter  Academy 
from Park City Prep Char ter  
School where he taught 
social studies and a course 
on the stock market.

Tyl er   DEAngel is
Tyler  is a 2015 graduate of Bowdoin 
College where he studied Biology, 
Environmental Studies and Education. 

Mr. DeAngelis has taught at several public schools 
across Maine. In addition to teaching he loves to 
cross countr y ski . This w inter  he w i l l  be tr aveling 
abroad to compete in Nordic r aces al l  over  the 
wor ld.

UPCOMING  EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 18
Anticipated f i r st day at 185 Lancaster

9th Grade Or ientation led by Baxter  staff  
and student Ambassadors

Lear n  By 
Doing

'Are we a STEM school  that demands rigor and expects excel lence? 
Or are we a publ ic school  THAT accepts al l  who enrol l  and strives 
to serve them wel l? the answer is: BOTH.' 

Kel l i pryor, Executive Director

Char l ie has a BA in Sociology from 
Tr ini ty College in Har tford, CT and an 
MS in Counseling from the Univer si ty of 
Southern Maine. He has always enjoyed 

working in non-tr adi tional educational settings, 
including exper iential and outdoor  education, as 
well  as at an alternative high school. Before coming 
to Baxter , Char l ie spent f ive years as a counselor  
w ith the Youth Bui lding Alternatives program in 
Por tland. Previous to that, he worked as a 
school-based counselor  in Bath. 

CHARLIE KOCH

Open House for  cur rent Baxter   fami l ies 
w ith exhibi ts from Summit and Intro to 
Flex Fr iday students, time TBA

SEPTEMBER 6

SEPTEMBER 5- 9

OCTOBER 5NEW FACES AT  BAXTER

ALLISON SAMPLE
All ison w i l l  be teaching science and 
math in the Engineer ing Pathway this 
year. She graduated from 
Susquehanna Univer si ty w ith a degree 

in Physics and was a Univer si ty of Southern Maine 
ETEP student teacher  at Baxter  last year. When she's 
not at school Al l ison enjoys r eading and going 
hiking w ith her  dog, Loki .

Al ex Wat er s

David has a bachelor s in English/Creative 
Wr i ting from UMO, an Associates in 
Construction Technology from SMCC and 
a Master s in Teaching and Learning from 

USM.  He was the  vocational teacher  at 
LearningWorks in Por tland  for  seven years and 
before that, taught English at Sanford High School. 
In addition to teaching David was a photojournalist 
in the coast guard, a carpenter , and is a working 
ar tist, cr eating l inocuts, w i th work in a local gal ler y. 
He w i l l  be teaching Draw ing and w i l l  also be a 
Design teacher  in the fabr ications lab.

dav id connor

SEPTEMBER 11
Fir st day of school for  ALL students at 
For t Wi l l iams Park

MIT Open House at Maine Char i table 
Mechanic Association, 7PM

Our  Mission
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