<Y, 4,
<M P A" ONTARIO MUSIC
EDUCATORS’

®»  ASSOCIATION

Covid-19 and Music: Provincial Landscapes

** Note: OMEA created this document for reference only. Current as of January 9, 2021.



Guidelines from Other Provinces (Including some Updates from January 2021)

Provincial
Return to
Learning Plans

Summary of protocols in place by
Provincial Governments

Music Education Association Guidance

British Columbia

Extra curricular activities are able to
take place as long as physical
distance can been maintained
(Elementary groups up to 60,
Secondary up to 120)

-30 minutes of playing - then breaks
and air exchanging in rooms

BCMEA recommends:
- Music education can and must
continue during COVID-19 (P5)
- Control the environment, understand
risks, and rethink music classes and
activities so that they are done safely

UPDATE Jan. 9 2021:
Provincial COVID-19 Health & Safety
Guidelines for K-12 Settings

BCMEA Document:
https://bit.ly/bcguidanceformusic-covid1
9

Alberta

Guidance for Singing & Vocal Performance

Alberta Band Association

Guidance for Live Instrumental Music

Playing musical instruments may
proceed both indoors and outdoors
where 2 metre physical distancing is
possible with musicians wearing
masks when not playing

Saskatechwan

Performances can take place if
precautions are put in place (e.g.
distance, masks, instruments
sanitized)

UPDATE Jan. 2021:

Singing and playing is allowed with
mitigation

NOTE** Some boards have chosen
to reschedule music teachers and
s$O music isn’t happening
everywhere. Lots of variation. No
provincial

Saskatchewan Performing Arts Guidelines

Saskatchewan Government Health Care Link

Manitoba

Choirs should not be allowed
Social distancing needs to be in
place

Instruments should not be shared
Minimize the amount of time
together if performing indoors and
increase ventilation

Manitoba Music Educators’ Association
recommends:
- Singing together is not permitted under
Phase 2 guidelines
- Music classes can continue unless
public authorities discourage the use of
shared spaces
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-return-to-school
http://www.bcmusiced.ca/uploads/2/4/3/6/24360110/guidance_for_music_classes_in_bc__2_.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
https://bit.ly/bcguidanceformusic-covid19
https://bit.ly/bcguidanceformusic-covid19
https://bit.ly/bcguidanceformusic-covid19
https://www.alberta.ca/k-to-12-school-re-entry-2020-21-school-year.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/a5aa8239-4eef-4dd2-a8e0-c81912d8b6e0/resource/85638d70-d5a5-419d-ae61-579089f8b82e/download/covid-19-relaunch-guidance-for-singing-and-vocal-performance.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c030dc0e-1ea7-4ed2-9d24-35bc64c15385/resource/28808e62-fd7f-4c03-9b17-306a116e8228/download/covid-19-relaunch-guidance-live-instrumental-music.pdf
https://www.albertabands.com/covid-19-studies-and-re-launch-documents.html
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/re-open-saskatchewan-plan/guidelines/performing-arts-guidelines
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/re-open-saskatchewan-plan/guidelines/performing-arts-guidelines
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/page-not-found?item=%2fgovernment%2fhealth-care-administration-and-provider-resources%2ftreatment-procedure&user=extranet%5cAnonymous&site=website
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/covid/restoring-vocalists-instrumentalists.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Tl4nn9aENrX4Kljo11LvscqJ7xtf1Oa/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Tl4nn9aENrX4Kljo11LvscqJ7xtf1Oa/view

UPDATE Jan. 2021:
- Singing and playing not allowed at
all right now
- Percussion and strings allowed
- (They were playing prior to Code
Red in November when it was all
shut down)

UPDATE Jan. 2021:
Manitoba’s Restoring Safe Services:
Guidelines for Vocalists and Instrumentalists

Government Guidance for Music

Manitoba Music Educators’ Association

Government of Manitoba Safe Return for
Schools Plan

Ontario

- Low risk creative performance with
no live performance focusing on
Overall Expectations

Ontario Music Educators’ Association
recommends:

- Singing outside if possible, or
humming, according to research from
August 2020

- Iflocal Public Health organizations
permit, playing masked at a distance
following sterilization protocols

Newfoundland

and L abrador

- 30 minutes of playing, air
exchanges, masks on instruments &
people

- Distancing must occur

UPDATE Jan. 2021:

- Singing - some singing, as long as
6’, singing forward, no masks
required, but with 30 min limits and
2 rotations of air

- Instrumental - the same as singing
but with bell covers

- Masks required in common areas for
Gr. 7-12 ONLY. In classrooms no
masks are required

Music Special Interest Council recommends:

- Music can continue unless discouraged
by public health authorities following
physical distancing and sanitizing of
instruments

Update Jan. 2021:
Newfloundland and Labrador English School
District

Guidance for Music Classes in Newfoundland
and Labrador During COVID 19 by Music
Special Interest Council

- Music classes available but may be
adapted to follow public health
guidelines

UPDATE: Jan. 6, 2021

- Public Health states singing and
playing is allowed with masks, 6’
distancing. If no masks, 12’
distancing

- Instrumental - students to be 6’
apart

UPDATE: Jan. 2021
Prince Edward Island Back To School
Guidelines
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https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/restoring/music-guidelines.html
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/restoring/music-guidelines.html
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/restoring/music-guidelines.html
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/covid/k12-guidelines-sept2.pdf
https://www.mymmea.ca/news-blog
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/covid/k12-guidelines-sept2.pdf
https://www.gov.mb.ca/asset_library/en/covid/k12-guidelines-sept2.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/guide-reopening-ontarios-schools
https://www.omea.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Framework-for-Music-Classes-During-Covid-19_v4-2.pdf
https://www.omea.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Framework-for-Music-Classes-During-Covid-19_v4-2.pdf
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/information-sheets-for-businesses-and-workplaces/group-singing-and-wind-instrument-playing/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/information-sheets-for-businesses-and-workplaces/group-singing-and-wind-instrument-playing/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YWTj5beVa898LNFqG2gVD92mq34yULIr/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQycI1Gwc3XsT-6ZRl8YGXB0IGkv-RObF5ITZC8Ur43iHug8wrtncVFJK3xTQOxlwZxBjjls9z1FJRF/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQycI1Gwc3XsT-6ZRl8YGXB0IGkv-RObF5ITZC8Ur43iHug8wrtncVFJK3xTQOxlwZxBjjls9z1FJRF/pub
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YWTj5beVa898LNFqG2gVD92mq34yULIr/view?fbclid=IwAR0THlrEKCTyCnbpF30Dl_G3P6BW7Sr42BitQ52HKsX1Pkobu21eMXIkzXg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YWTj5beVa898LNFqG2gVD92mq34yULIr/view?fbclid=IwAR0THlrEKCTyCnbpF30Dl_G3P6BW7Sr42BitQ52HKsX1Pkobu21eMXIkzXg
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/education-and-lifelong-learning/back-school-faqs
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/education-and-lifelong-learning/back-to-school-faqs.
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/education-and-lifelong-learning/back-to-school-faqs.

Band rehearsals in cohorts

If in large group, maintain 6’
distance

Singing allowed if wearing masks
and social distancing of 6’
Primary focus for elementary has
been in movement, playing
instruments, using poetry to meet
outcomes

Sharing of mallets and instruments
follow sanitization protocols after
each use

New Brunswick

Music K-8 within cohorts with social
distancing

Wind instruments are permitted if all
health and safety protections
measures are observed

Number of students participating in
bands and choirs should be limited

Nova Scotia

Rehearsals of up to 50 permitted
following physical distancing

UPDATE Jan 2021:

singing in class is now allowed
(social distanced, grades 4-12,
masked), recorders are now allowed
and bell covers are suggested,
rather than required

Nova Scotia Band Association recommends:

- Wear a mask when playing, use a bell
cover and don’t share materials

UPDATE Jan 2021:

(see pdf doc sent by J. MacNutt Jan. 4, 2021)
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https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ed/pdf/ReturnSchool_Districts.pdf
https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20200918004
http://novascotiabandassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/NSBA-Guidance-August-2020.pdf

