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Matthew 16:15–19

 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” 


Matthew 18:15–20

 15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even 
to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be 
done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I among them.” 


Acts 2:41–42

 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls. 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 


Acts 2:47

 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved. 


Acts 5:11–14

 11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things. 12 
Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the 
apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, 
but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers were added to the 
Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 


Acts 6:3–6

 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit 
and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and 
to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and 
Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the 
apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 


Acts 13:1–3

 1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While 
they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and 



Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their 
hands on them and sent them off. 


Acts 14:23

 And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they 
committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 


Acts 14:27

 And when they arrived and gathered the church together, they declared all that God had done 
with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 


Acts 15:1–30

 1 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the 
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this 
question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and 
Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the 
brothers. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles 
and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5 But some believers who 
belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them 
and to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 6 The apostles and the elders were gathered 
together to consider this matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and 
said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that 
by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who 
knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 
and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 
Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the 
disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we will 
be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 12 And all the assembly fell 
silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God 
had done through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied, 
“Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from 
them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is 
written, 16 “ ‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will 
rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, 17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all 
the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes these things 18 known 
from of old.’ 19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who 
turn to God, 20 but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from 
sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient 
generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath 
in the synagogues.” 22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole 
church, to choose men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. 
They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brothers, 23 with the 
following letter: “The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the brothers who are of the 
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 24 Since we have heard that some persons 
have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave 
them no instructions, 25 it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men 
and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who 
themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it has seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: 29 that you 
abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been 
strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. 



Farewell.” 30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the 
congregation together, they delivered the letter. 


Acts 16:5

 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily. 


Acts 20:28

 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 


Romans 1:7

 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


1 Corinthians 1:2

 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 
together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 
their Lord and ours: 


1 Corinthians 3:16

 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 


1 Corinthians 5:4–5

 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 


1 Corinthians 7:17

 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has 
called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 


1 Corinthians 9:13–14

 13 Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the 
temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? 14 In the same way, 
the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel. 


1 Corinthians 9:12

 If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more? Nevertheless, we have not 
made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the 
gospel of Christ. 


Ephesians 1:22–23

 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 


Ephesians 2:19–22

 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together 
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 


Ephesians 3:8–11




 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan 
of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church 
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 


Ephesians 3:21

 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen. 


Ephesians 5:22–32

 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the 
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 25 
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he 
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he 
might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives 
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are 
members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying 
that it refers to Christ and the church. 


Philippians 1:1

 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, 
with the overseers and deacons: 


Colossians 1:18

 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent. 


1 Timothy 2:9–14

 9 likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and 
self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 10 but with what is proper 
for women who profess godliness—with good works. 11 Let a woman learn quietly with all 
submissiveness. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; 
rather, she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 


1 Timothy 3:1–15

 1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 
2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own 
household, how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may 
become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he 
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the 
devil. 8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, 
not greedy for dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear 
conscience. 10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove 
themselves blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-



minded, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their 
children and their own households well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good 
standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 14 I hope 
to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know 
how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a 
pillar and buttress of the truth. 


1 Timothy 4:14

 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders 
laid their hands on you. 


Hebrews 11:39–40

 39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be 
made perfect. 


1 Peter 5:1–4

 1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, 
as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that 
is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have 
you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being 
examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory. 


Revelation 2–3

 1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the seven stars in 
his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 “ ‘I know your works, your 
toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have 
tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I know 
you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. 
4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will 
come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet this you have: 
you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God.’ 8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words 
of the first and the last, who died and came to life. 9 “ ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty 
(but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have 
tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the 
second death.’ 12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who 
has the sharp two-edged sword. 13 “ ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you 
hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful 
witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few things against 
you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and 
practice sexual immorality. 15 So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
16 Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my 
mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new 
name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.’ 18 “And to the 
angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame 



of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 19 “ ‘I know your works, your love and faith 
and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. 20 But I have 
this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is 
teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to 
idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22 
Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw 
into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, 23 and I will strike her children dead. And 
all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of 
you according to your works. 24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this 
teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not 
lay on you any other burden. 25 Only hold fast what you have until I come. 26 The one who 
conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, 
27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I 
myself have received authority from my Father. 28 And I will give him the morning star. 29 He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 3:1 “And to the angel of the 
church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
“ ‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up, and 
strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the 
sight of my God. 3 Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you 
will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against 
you. 4 Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and 
they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one who conquers will be clothed 
thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his 
name before my Father and before his angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.’ 7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the 
holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts 
and no one opens. 8 “ ‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which 
no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word 
and have not denied my name. 9 Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say 
that they are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before 
your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. 10 Because you have kept my word about 
patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to 
try those who dwell on the earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no 
one may seize your crown. 12 The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of 
my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name 
of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and 
my own new name. 13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 
14 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and 
true witness, the beginning of God’s creation. 15 “ ‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor 
hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot 
nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need 
nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I counsel you 
to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you 
may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint 
your eyes, so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous 
and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 21 The one who conquers, I will 
grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his 
throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ ” 


Revelation 21:2–3

 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, 



the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God.


