


TONIGHT'S MEETING

The Agro-Eco District

Vision Guiding Principles

Making it Happen – City 

Team and Timeline

Access, Open Space, and Buildings Across the District



LAND AND ANCESTOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT



ENGLEWOOD NATURE TRAIL CONVERSATIONS THIS YEAR



THE AGRO-ECO
DISTRICT VISION



Agroecology as defined by the FAO
(Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations):
The scientific core of agroecology is based on applying ecological 
concepts and principles to optimize interactions between plants, 
trees, animals, humans and the environment.

In addition, agroecology places social issues at the center of 
solutions for a sustainable and fair food system. As a set of practices,
agroecology provides multiple benefits to society and the 
environment, by restoring ecosystem services and biodiversity.

WHAT IS AN AGRO-DISTRICT?



• Implement design principles that celebrate black culture, black urbanity, and 
black people.

• Maximize sites for urban agriculture.

• Maximize spaces for Fun and Rest in Nature.

• Center, expand, and improve Parks as the catalyst to address the social 
disconnections. (Moran, Hermitage and Lindbloom)- i.e. connecting hub parks–
Sherman and Ogden via better mobility solutions

• Maximize sites to attract and foster businesses to locate across the 59th street 
corridor.

• New industries to provide work and career paths.

• Prioritize design interventions that simultaneously deliver social and 
environmental justice.

• Look at the design guidelines for black spaces.

OVERALL:



We are Black urban planners, architects, artists, 
activists, designers, and leaders working to protect 
and create Black spaces. Our work includes a 
range of activities from engagement and projects
in historically Black neighborhoods to hosting
cross-disciplinary convenings and events.

created this manifesto to guide our growth as
a group and our interactions with one another, 
partners, and communities.

BlackSpace Urbanist Collective
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CELEBRATE, CATALYZE, 
& AMPLIFY BLACK JOY
Black joy is a radical act. Give 
due space to joy, laughter, 
humor, and gratitude.

PLAN WITH, 
DESIGN WITH
Walk with people as they imagine 
and realize their own futures.
Be connectors, conveners, and 
collaborators—not representatives.

BlackSpace Urbanist Collective



FARMING IS A POLITICAL ACT



GUIDING PRINCIPLES



1. COMMUNITY FIRST

Honor, reflect and build from the rich history of Black culture and the 
current Black residents of Englewood and West Englewood. Ensure 
accountability and community sustainability.



2. STRENGTH

Preserve and enhance the resiliency of the natural habitat of the trail, 
adjacent areas and that of the residents.



3. HEALTH AND SECURITY

Create an Agro-Eco district and trail that integrates ecological agri-
culture with public space to improve the social determinants of health of
the residents of Englewood and West Englewood by providing a safe
place to work, heal, play, celebrate and grow food.



4. STABILIZE

Position the land surrounding the trail to provide a sustainable future
and economic security for the current residents of Greater 
Englewood by providing opportunities to create generational wealth 
via community investment and by stabilizing housing.



5. PATHWAYS FOR WORK AND WEALTH

Provide economic, educational and career opportunities for residents 
through the planning, design, remediation, construction and
management of the public land and through the Englewood Agro-Eco
Trail and District.



GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
DISCUSSION



MAKING IT HAPPEN









Permanent Art. In Public Spaces.

In INVEST South/West neighborhoods. What do YOU suggest?



What happens next

ARTIST-LED ENGAGEMENT 
LISTENING & FEEDBACK 

SESSIONS

2022
JULY - DECEMBER

2023

Requests for 
proposals

2023-2025

implementation

PUBLIC ART
VISION PLAN

ARTIST
SELECTION

PANELS

PRIORITY
PROJECTS REVIEW

& FEEDBACK

ARTIST
SELECTION

COMMUNITY
INPUT

OUTCOME

PROJECT
ENGAGEMENT

COMPLETED
ART WORKS



ACCESS, PUBLIC SPACES, AND PROGRAM A
CROSS THE AGRO-ECO DISTRICT



CHICAGO'S BOTANICAL RICHNESS



AGRO-ECO DISTRICT BOTANICAL CONCEPT 



6 BIO HEALING STRATEGIES



6 BIO HEALING STRATEGIES



AGRICULTURE IS CULTURE



AGRICULTURE IS CULTURE



ADAPTIVE REUSE AT ASHLAND AVE.



ADAPTIVE REUSE AT BONTEMPS SCHOOL



ADAPTIVE REUSE AT HALSTED ST.



FIVE MAJOR NODES



FIVE CATALYST SITES



30 OPPORTUNITY SITES



Lindblom Park

Trail Access

Trail Access

Trail Access

Urban 
Agriculture 
Opportunity

NODE #1

HOYNE AVE. TO DAMEN AVE.

Healing 
Circles Park

Agro-Eco District Network of 
Community Farms and Gardens



Adaptive 
Reuse Opportunity

CVS

Expanded Growing 
Home

Trail Access

Hermitage Park

Urban 
Agriculture 
Opportunity

NODE #2

HERMITAGE AVE. AND ASHLAND AVE.

Agro-Eco District Network of 
Community Farms and Gardens

Growing Home of
Ancestral Plants

Trail Access



Adaptive 
Reuse Opportunity 
Bontemps School

Adaptive 
Reuse Opportunity

Leon’sBBQ

Moran Park

NODE #3

BONTEMPS SCHOOL AND RACINE AVE.
Agro-Eco District Network of 

Community Farms and Gardens

Rail-Yard
Agro-Eco Playground

Blooming Memories
Agro-Eco Healing Wetland

Agro-Eco Orchard 
Jazz Park

Agro-Eco Living 
Cycles Park

Agro-Eco Community 
Farm and Gardens

Agro-Eco Community 
Farm and Gardens

Trail Access

Rain Market Plaza



Adaptive 
Reuse Opportunity

5801 S. Halsted
Englewood Village 

Plaza

Trail Access

Trail Access

Urban 
Agriculture 
Opportunity

NODE #4

HALSTED ST.

Agro-Eco District Network of 
Community Farms and Gardens

Forest 
Skating Park

Future 
Development

Future 
Development

Agro- Eco 
District Park

Agro- Eco 
District Park



Trail Access

Urban 
Agriculture 
Opportunity

Trail Access

NODE #5

LOWE AVE.

Agro-Eco District 
Network of Community 

Farms and Gardens

Agro-Eco District 
Network of Community 

Farms and Gardens

Agro-Eco Healing 
Wetland Park



HOW WOULD YOU PROGRAM THE 
PLACES ALONG THE TRAIL?



BEFORE YOU LEAVE
A SHORT 

ANNOUCEMENT ABOUT 
BLOCKBUILDER

November 17th - City will market 2,000 vacant 
lots on the south and west sides

All lots have received an environmental 
clearance

All lots have a market value based on land sales 
in the immediate area

Applicants can apply for sideyards if they own 
adjacent property and housing developments if 

they have a proposal.

DPD & DOH identified areas to "hold back" due to 
active planning work.

This includes the blocks around the Englewood 
Nature Trail and other areas in Englewood and 
West Englewood




