


Asheville City Schools Foundation Scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis to Asheville

High and SILSA students. Applicants should fit these criteria:

Enrolled as a senior at Asheville High or SILSA 

Attending an accredited 2 or 4 year college or university 

Demonstrated financial need as indicated by a FAFSA EFC of $14,000 or less (some
exceptions may apply)

Earned a weighted GPA of 2.75 (some exceptions may apply- several of our multi-year
scholarships require a 3.0 or above)

Supported the community through volunteer service

Brandon Whiteside, MSW SSW  
Scholarship and Alumni Center Coordinator 
Asheville City Schools Foundation
(828) 350-6182 / brandon.whiteside@acsgmail.net

Additional criteria for individual scholarships are stated in the following descriptions. 

For more information or to apply visit: www.acsf.org/scholarships

What does ACSF look for in applicants? Our scholarship committee takes a number of factors into

consideration when reviewing applicants, including: academic history, community involvement, extra-

curricular involvement, work experience, leadership, communication skills, maturity, self-awareness,

financial need and expected family contribution, outside scholarships and grants awarded, type of

school/university (public or private), and length of time spent in ACS. 
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Graduate: Western Carolina University, Class of 2021
Undergraduate: UNC Asheville, Class of 2016
Asheville High School, Class of 2010
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Today's students are tomorrow's leaders. It is critical that Asheville City Schools graduates have
opportunities to pursue higher learning and careers. That is why we provide over $180,000 in new and
renewing scholarships each year to support students as they pursue higher education and become the
future leaders of our community. Since 2000, over $3 million has been awarded to AHS and SILSA
graduates. ACSF awards approximately 35 scholarships annually ranging from $500 - $10,000.  

We have one online application for all scholarships. The application process opens November 1st and all
applications are due January 31st. All applicants are required to have at least two sessions with the AHS
Writing Center for application support. We typically receive 70-80 applications each year. 

Our scholarship committee reviews the applications, reads the essays, and interviews the final round of
eligible students. In February, students are notified by email if they have received an interview to be
considered for a scholarship. Interviews are held in late March. 

In early April, students are notified that they have received a scholarship. Specific scholarship details will
be announced in late May. 

Information and support sessions will be available throughout October-March. Please contact Brandon
Whiteside, Scholarship Coordinator, with questions or concerns at any point throughout this process. 



The Asheville City Schools Foundation is honored to remember the following vibrant members of our ACS
community through the creation of the Chris Merrill Memorial Scholarship and the Patricia Ann Griffin
Memorial Scholarship, established in loving memory by their families and friends in 2021.

Chris Merrill was a beloved son, brother, and friend. Known for his quick wit, entrepreneurial spirit, and
deep loyalty and care for his loved ones, he touched the lives of everyone who was fortunate to spend
time around him. Chris was driven to be a natural leader and demonstrated an incredible work ethic. He
graduated with honors from AHS in 2004. A captain of both the Cougars' soccer and basketball teams his
senior year, he was also a tenacious player for his HFC and Storm travel teams. He went on to obtain a
business degree from NC State University and then pursued a successful career in online marketing, 

including the establishment of several companies. Chris loved outdoor
activities including camping, snowboarding, water skiing, and tubing
on Lake Keowee. He had a passion for NC State sports and supported
the Wolfpack teams as a season ticket-holder. He liked little more than
rubbing in NC State's annual football victory over Carolina to his family
full of Tar Heels.

Chris will be remembered as clever, playful, and caring, and his
trademark was his devotion to his family and many friends. Read more
about the Chris Merrill Memorial Scholarship in the following pages.

Patricia Ann Griffin grew up in Asheville, the second oldest of five children, and attended Asheville City
Schools. Patricia graduated from Stephens-Lee High School in Asheville in 1959. After attending Stillman
College for one year, she received a B.A. from Mars Hill College in 1971. She received a M.A. in Education
from Western Carolina University in 1985. She retired from the Asheville City Schools in 2003 after
working over 30 years as a teacher, assistant principal, principal, and administrator. She cared deeply
about her students and dedicated her career to doing what she could to improve the outcomes of 

traditionally marginalized and overlooked students, especially Black
students in the school system.

Throughout her time with Asheville City Schools, she mentored many
younger colleagues who strived to excel as educators. Patricia received
numerous awards and accolades throughout her long career. She loved
to laugh, dance, travel, enjoy life, spend time with her loved ones. 

Asheville’s education community owes a great debt to Mrs. Pat Griffin
and her unwavering vision of educational equity. Read more about the
Patricia Ann Griffin Memorial Scholarship in the following pages.



The Asheville Promise Scholarship is a community funded, last dollar scholarship up to $1,000.

Preference is given to In Real Life After-School alumni, IRL after-school mentors, DREAM interns,

and/or first generation college attendees. 

The Bill Dechant Memorial Scholarship is a one-time award of $1,000 to a student who exhibits

good character and leadership skills, has maintained a good academic average, and has a history of

playing Field Hockey.

The Bruce & Jean Larson Community Service Scholarship is a four-year renewable scholarship of

$4,000 to one student payable at $1,000 each year for 4 years (subject to satisfactory performance

and progress). It is awarded to a student who will attend a four-year college or university, has a

concern for others as demonstrated by significant community service activities throughout high

school, and has an interest in and respect for cultural diversity as demonstrated by relevant school

and community activities. 

The Chris Merrill Memorial Scholarship is a one-time award of $4,000 to a student who will attend

a NC publicly funded four-year or community college. The student must have participated in team

sports at Asheville High School, and have shown evidence of leadership as well as true caring for

the well-being of their teammates. 

The City of Asheville Scholarship is a four-year renewable scholarship of $10,000, payable at

$2,500 per year for 4 years (subject to satisfactory performance and progress), for Black/African-

American students who are committed to pursuing a career in education. 

The Deutsch Family Scholarship is a one-time award of $1,500 to a student who has promoted

racial, religious, and cultural harmony while in school. 

The John B. Lewis Scholarship is a one-time award of $1,000 to a student who will attend a NC

publicly funded four-year or community college. The student must have participated in team

sports at Asheville High School, and show evidence of leadership ability, community service

and/or employment experience. 

The Dr. Keith Black Scholarship is a one-time award of $500 to a student pursuing a

health-related career, has participated in at least one extra-curricular activity, or works after

school and has 3.0. 



The Lee H. Edwards Class of '48 Scholarship is a one-time award of $3,000 to a student in the upper

30% of the class who will attend a NC publicly funded four-year or community college. 

The Lee H. Edwards Class of ’51 Scholarship is a one-time award of $2,000 to a student with a history

of volunteer service. Students planning to attend vocational schools are preferred.

The Mel Hetland Scholarship is a one-time award of between $1,000-$2,000 to a student who

identifies as belonging to the Global Majority (i.e. BIPOC), will attend an accredited two or four year

college or university, and has a history of community service. Preference given to a student who is the

first in their family to attend college. 

The Mitchell Carlisle Memorial Scholarship is a one-time award of $1,000 to a student ranked in the

top 20% of their class who has been involved in athletics and participates in school activities. 

Paddison Family Foundation Scholarship is a four-year renewable scholarship of $10,000, payable at

$2,500 per year (subject to satisfactory performance and progress), for students that have

demonstrated excellent character, show evidence of leadership ability, and have extensive community

service and /or employment experience. 

The Patricia Ann Griffin Memorial Scholarship is a one-time award of $3,000 to a student who has

demonstrated a deep commitment towards being an advocate in education and supporting their

community through volunteer service. Preference is given to students of color intending to pursue a

career in education or another helping profession.   

The Pepsi Cola Scholarship is a one-time award of $3,500 to a student who has demonstrated

scholastic achievement and will attend Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College. 

The Peterson-Stanley Future Educator Scholarship is a one-time award of $1,000 to a student who

intends to pursue a career in education, demonstrates good character, and has had extra-curricular

involvement and/or work experience. 

The Reed Scholarship for Applied Awesomeness is a four-year renewable scholarship of $10,000,

payable at $2,500 per year for 4 years (subject to satisfactory performance and progress), for students

that have demonstrated excellent character 

The Seth David Shillcock Olson Scholarship is a one-time award of $1,000 to a student who has

participated in AHS athletics, is able to document a history of employment experience, volunteer

service to the community, and will be attending a publicly funded 4 year university. 



The SECU Foundation Scholarship is a four year renewable scholarship of $10,000 (payable at $1,250
for up to eight consecutive semesters) for a student to attend one of the 16 constituent campuses of the
University of North Carolina System. The SECU Scholarship is administered by ACSF and uses the
following eligibility criteria: 

Student is either a SECU member or is eligible for membership through a parent/guardian.
Student or their parent/guardian must be a member at the time of application. Please note- SECU
Foundation does not accept Local Government Federal Credit Union Memberships* 

Student is a senior at a North Carolina public high school who has been accepted to one of the 16
constituent campuses of the University of North Carolina System.

Student is a US citizen and a resident of North Carolina under NCGS 116-143.1 and is eligible for
in-state tuition.

Student best exemplifies the “People Helping People” philosophy of SECU, and has demonstrated
leadership, excellence of character, integrity, and community involvement.

Student demonstrates scholastic achievement with a maintained 2.5 or higher unweighted grade
point average on a 4.0 scale and may be deserving of financial aid.

Will use the scholarship to pay for full-time undergraduate student tuition and fees.

Agrees to continue as a full-time student in good standing with the same university for up to 8
consecutive fall/spring semesters payable at $1,250 per semester. Scholarships are not
transferable without prior approval of SECU Foundation.

Is not a director, employee, or family member of a director or employee of SECU or the SECU
Foundation, or a family member of a member of the scholarship selection committee. 

* Why doesn't SECU accept Local Government Federal Credit Union Memberships?
My banking is physically done at a SECU, so why am I not considered eligible? LGFCU and SECU are
considered to be separate credit unions. These two unions partnered so that members of LGFCU could
access the services of SECU's branches and their ATM network.

William E. Drake Scholarship is a one-time award of $2,000 to students who plan to attend UNC

Chapel Hill, are in the top 20% of their graduating class, and have worked to help support themselves

while in high school. 



College and Scholarship Applications -The Asheville City Schools Foundation offers one-on-one virtual
college application and scholarship support sessions. If a student would like to receive support applying to
college, writing application essays, building their resume, or if they have questions concerning eligibility
or their scholarship application, please contact Brandon Whiteside, ACSF Scholarship and Alumni Center
Coordinator. Brandon will match students with community mentors who have experience with the ACSF
scholarship and college application process.

ACSF Lunch and Learn Series - Visit www.acsf.org or the AHS Alumni Center for more information:

                            Resume Building with Blue Ridge Tutoring - November and January 

                            Financial Literacy with Bank of America's Better Money Habits - December 

                            College Application Essay Support with the Writing Center - November and January

                            Interview Coaching with Blue Ridge Tutoring - March 

                            Reviewing Financial Award Letters with the College Foundation of NC - February         

                            Identifying Additional Scholarship Opportunities with ACSF - December 

The Writing Center - In 2019, ACSF funded the creation and operation of
the Writing Center at Asheville High. The mission of the Writing Center is to
serve students of all writing abilities during the school day. The Writing
Center is available to support students as they craft their college and
scholarship essays and resumes. All scholarship applicants are required to
schedule at least 2 sessions with the Writing Center to support their
application. To schedule an appointment, visit:
https://sites.google.com/acsgmail.net/ahswritingcenter, or email Mrs.
Galvin at amanda.galvin@acsgmail.net.
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The mission of the Asheville City Schools Foundation is to
implement bold strategies, fund big ideas, and engage the community

to increase excellence with equity for all children in our schools. 

PO Box 3196 Asheville, NC 28802
(828) 350-6174   / www.acsf.org  / acsf@acsf.org


