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Upcoming Events
2/4—One Worship Service @ 10am
2/4—Annual Meeting
2/9—Pizza & Movie Night
2/14—Ash Wednesday Service
2/15—Samaritas Communion
2/17—Chili Cook Off
2/24—Just for Fun Women’s
Breakfast

Worship Schedule
8:30am: Classic
Worship with Organ
11:00am—Casual
Worship with Praise Band
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May All Find Acceptance In This House
Faith Lutheran Church
2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679
Phone: 616.361.2679
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org
@ faithlutheranchurchgr
Church Staff
Pastor,
Kevin Sullivan
pastorflcgr@att.net
Administrative Assistant,
Nikki Phillips
flcgr@att.net
Custodian,
Gene Gibson
Director of Music,
Sharon TerBeek
Organist,
Ann Marie Kaufman
Librarian,
Kevin Lyons

2018 Congregational Council
**Meetings are usually held the
second Sunday of each month following
the 11:00am service**
President, Dorothy Stoken
Vice President, Open
Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman
Treasurer, Mary Appelt
Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter
Facilities Mgmt, Open
Communications, Jane Waite
Personnel, Beth Martin
Stewardship, Kevin Lyons
Discipleship, Stacey Schepers
Worship, Steve Zimmerman
Missions, Christine Mwanyika
Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison
Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski
Youth Representatives, Open
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Kevin Sullivan
Dear Friends,
This past week the news has been full of “did he or didn’t he” talk. Did our President—or did he not—speak of certain countries in derogatory terms suggesting that
he felt the people of those nations are less welcome here than others from what we
might assume he considers a better class of nations?
As of the time that I’m writing this article the jury still seems to be out on whether
or not he actually said this (or just something like it). Be that as it may; the issue has
gained enough traction that the Bishop of our Synod—and our Presiding Bishop—
have both seen fit to weigh in. And I get that. This issue is not about party politics,
it’s about how we are to live out the love of Christ in terms of relating to others.
In Bishop Satterlee’s Newsletter for January he writes:
As the most recent example of a pattern of inappropriate discourse,
President Trump’s reported Oval Office comments about Haiti, El Salvador, and countries in Africa–comments confirmed by others who were
present–in the context of a discussion of immigration render impossible
Christians and especially Christian leaders “staying out” of politics. As
Presiding Bishop Eaton said, “Regardless of the context, references of
that kind have no place in our civil discourse and, if true, reflect racist
attitudes unbecoming any of us, but especially a president of the United
States.”
I have to say that I greatly appreciated Bishop Eaton’s “if true” caveat. That seems
right in line with Luther’s comments on the eighth commandment in the Small Catechism. After reminding us of things we’re not to do (betray, lie, slander, or destroy
the reputation of another) Luther says: “instead, we are to come to their defense,
speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the best possible light”).

Continued on page 3
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That being said, I also think Bishop Satterlee speaks to an important point in that
there can come a time when a pattern of repeated words and actions must raise a
red flag and draw people of faith together to ask the tough questions and remember
the central constructs of our faith. In this case we are asking ourselves, “what does
it mean to ‘love our neighbor as we would be loved’ especially when our neighbor is
from Haiti, El Salvador, or one of the many countries in Africa?”
Perhaps this question may be answered in a number of ways in terms of opportunities and limitations placed on people from certain countries regarding immigration
and other policies. However, there is 1) no room for abusive language (see for instance Col. 3.8—“But now you must get rid of all such things--anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth”). And we should not only challenge
that in others, but more particularly, this should serve as a reminder to “remove the
log” from our own eyes (Luke 6.42b).
But of even greater importance is the implication this may have on 2) how we think
of and treat others. The prophets taught decisively that the chosen people of God
are to treat “aliens in their midst” with welcome, justice, and kindness because—of
all people—the Israelites know what it’s like to be an alien in a foreign land themselves (Ex. 23.9). And in Christ we see the example of how God’s love is to be
shared with foreigners and those who were considered enemies and occupiers
(Mark 7.25-30, Matt. 8.5-13), and those who were considered outsiders and religiously different (in Luke 10.25-37 the Samaritan is presented as the epitome of
love and kindness even though he was considered socially, politically, and religiously
beneath contempt by Jesus’ community).
Later—in the midst of the spreading of the faith in diverse communities—Paul writes
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3.28). And he goes
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even further as he exhorts Christians not to just tolerate and accept those of other
races and ethnicities but to be united with them in love: “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for selfindulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is
summed up in a single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." (Gal. 5.13-14).
Racism is never mentioned in the Bible per se, but through the teachings and actions
of our Lord there is no doubt that it is to be entirely rejected in ourselves and confronted on behalf of those who are battered by such thoughts and actions in others.
I do not say that our President is, or isn’t, a racist—that is not for me to say—but I
do say that we who claim to be followers of Christ should be immersed in prayer in
this “charged” moment and always ready to battle racism in its every ugly aspect on
behalf of our neighbors and the faith we hold.
In conclusion I would like to offer the final paragraph of Bishop Satterlee’s article. He
writes:
My friend, Bishop Tracie Bartholomew of New Jersey, reminds us that our
hymnbook includes this prayer which seems appropriate these days:
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son. Look with compassion on the whole human family; take
away the arrogance and hatred that infects our hearts; break down the
walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and, through our
struggle and confusion, work to accomplish your purposes on earth;
so that, in your good time, every people and nation may serve you in
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship).
May that be our united prayer, our commitment, and our goal... no matter what our
political affiliations may be.
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All Church Luau—January 21
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Musical Notes
Sharon TerBeek
LENT
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14th. We will gather in worship at 7 PM in
the Chapel. Our service will include the traditional imposition of ashes for those
who wish to participate. Communion will be served.
LENT MEDITATIONS
We are pleased to present a series of meditations for our Lenten services this year.
The series will begin on Ash Wednesday and continue on the Wednesdays in Lent.
All services will be held in the Chapel, with the exception of a potluck supper to be
held in the Fellowship Hall on Maundy Thursday. All services will begin at 7 PM and
Communion will be served.
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday

February 14
February 21
February 28
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 29
March 30

Mortality, Death & Grief
Sins/Legalism
Fear /Anxieties
Pride/Greed
Human Frailties
Laziness, Complacency
Potluck Supper & Service in Fellowship Hall
Tenebrae Service in Chapel
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Income Year End 2017
Counters Report
Offering

$195,515.82

Building Use

$7,360.00

Total General

$216,560.13

Memorials

$8,350.00

Cupboard of Faith

$2,275.00

Youth of Faith

$4,508.18

Misc.

$6,385.25

Grand Total

$244,131.56

Average Attendance for 2017 89.77
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Memorial Committee
The committee has the responsibility of considering any request for money from the
Memorial Fund. If the request is approved by the committee we pass on our recommendation to the Church Council for their approval.
The basic requirement is that the memorial must be something more permanent and
not something that would be considered from the general operation fund.
We welcome and encourage members, staff—and (especially the families who have
lost a loved one) who have any suggestions for a memorial to let the committee
know.
Thank you-The committee members are: Nancy Richard, Brenda Dubay, Jack Nienhuis,

Blood Drive
We had a very successful blood drive in January! A total of 6 pints were collected and
the pints have a potential to save 18 lives! Thank you to the following people for donating: Barb Aalderink, Kathy Henderson, Jack & Paula Nienhuis, Dee Scales and
Dorothy Stoken!
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Stewardship & Missions
Kevin Lyons & Christine Mwanyika
One of our members is on the all—volunteer board of directors for Warm Hearts
that is doing work in Malawi and Kenya, Africa.
Here are some of the projects:


Irrigation Project to Support 47 Women to create gardens.



Solar lanterns to provide after school programs to improve learning.



New High School Building



School Girl’s Health Projects



Clean water wells



Micro loans



School lunch program

This is just one example of how we as individuals and as the church are doing
God’s work. That person was reluctant to use her name This is an example of
where Mission’s and Stewardship work together.
Here is a quote from: Christ in Our Homes
“Each one of us is called to use our unique experiences, gifts, talents, and
opportunities for the sake of the gospel. The trick is not to worry about what others are or aren’t doing, but to look for ways to use what God has placed in our
hands for God’s glory.”
10

Chili Cook Off

Come and Compete. Or Just Come to Eat!
When: Saturday, February 17, 2018
Time: 5:00pm to 7:00pm
Where: Fellowship Hall
Make your best chili and you could win 1st, 2nd or 3rd place. This also includes
bragging rights!
If you are competing: Please bring your chili in a crockpot, a ladle and extension cord.
Soups are welcome, but will not be judged
You will be assigned a number.
If there are special toppings you want to bring, feel free to bring them.
If you’re just consuming. Bring your appetite.
If anyone can make corn bread or cookies for dessert, that would be great!
The Chili Hosts will provide: Shredded Cheese, Sour Cream, Onions, Saltine
Crackers and Soft Drinks
Please RSVP by 2/14/18 to Rohn and Sarah Kunnen at 616.558.1643 or email
sarahkunnen@gmail.com
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Eagle Project Update
Thomas and I have worked with the facilities committee and have agreed upon plans
for us to complete our Eagle Project requirements. We will be renovating the existing
courtyard by removing the oak tree stump and leveling the area and renewing the landscape plantings. Thomas’ project adds a ramp to make the area handicap accessible and
puts in a semicircular walk to connect the existing concrete area with the new memorial brick patio. My portion of the project includes the memorial Brick patio with pergola and benches. We have estimated our costs to be as follows.
Pergola

$275.00

Benches

$135.00

Brick Patio

$4,200.00

Trees & Shrubs

$280.00

Walk

$450.00

Flag & Pole

$185.00

Crosses

$200.00

Mulch

$240.00

All donations are greatly appreciated.
Let one of us know if you would like to
sponsor any of the for mentioned components of the layout.

$5,965.00
Before the snow flew we were able to remove the broken concrete retaining wall that
surrounds the tree stump. We hope to have this done before the snow flies. We will
reuse the rubble to surround our planting beds
Thomas and I are responsible for raising the funds for completing our projects, we
have a couple corporate sponsors but will still need to raise more funds and have a
couple fundraising efforts in the works.
Thomas continues to collect pop cans. His Total to date is $ 364.00. The Pie Sale was a
tremendous success, Thomas made $ 240.00 and hopes you all enjoyed the sweets
over the Holidays.
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We have a donation of the field bricks that surround our Memorial Bricks and currently we have sold only 10 memorial Bricks, our layout has spaces for 120. We
would like to see as many memorial bricks.
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Women of Faith
We will have our quarterly meeting on Monday, March 5 at 7:00pm in Classroom 6.

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast
Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Saturday, February 24 at Manna Café
(820 Forest Hill Ave SE, Grand Rapids, MI) starting at 10:00 am. All the women of
Faith are welcome - young and old. For questions or if you need a ride please call
Christine Mwanyika at 361-9920 or Paula Nienhuis at 866-1981.

NHS is “Calling All Military Veterans”
Salute to Service Dinner
The Student Council at Northview High School invites any military service veteran to
be their guest at a dinner in their honor. The “Salute to Service” dinner is on Friday,
February 16 at 4:30pm in the NHS cafeteria. The dinner is just prior to NHS basketball
games versus Greenville. Veteran will be recognized in a brief pre-game ceremony prior to tip off. Students and staff are appreciative of the sacrifices made by our military
personnel and this is one small way to show gratitude. Veterans or their family members are asked to RSVP their attendance for planning purposes E-mail responses to
jlhaveman@nvps.net or call 616.363.4857 ext: 28305 and leave a message. It is an
exciting evening and students hope to have a large number of Veterans attend.
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SAMARITAS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH
“Be the rock that starts the ripple”
We at Faith are starting our own campaign to help fund the “Giving Hope” capital
campaign for Samaritas. The goal of the “Giving Hope” campaign is to raise a total of
$10 Million dollars which will be added to the funds held by the Samaritas Foundation.
Through the creative use of public and private financing and other resources, these
funds will be used as collateral, allowing Samaritas to leverage and secure an additional $120 million. The $120 Million will permit Samaritas to construct facilities and
housing that will have a significant impact on the State of Michigan. The goal is to
build affordable housing for low income families, provide homes for people with disabilities, affordable housing for seniors and elderly, build communities for refugees, and
build facilities to house Samaritas employees who are saving and improving the lives
of children in Michigan who otherwise would be lost and forgotten.
We at Faith Lutheran have set a goal of $100,000. This is a five-year goal which
matches the Samaritas campaign. We are asking that the members of Faith prayerfully consider making a five-year pledge to the campaign. For example, a pledge of $200
per year would result in a total pledge of $1,000. All our pledges will be added together and credited to Faith Lutheran Church. In addition, Samaritas will keep track
of the donations by individual or family and you will receive individual recognition and
correspondence as well.
In the Narthex is a table with information on the Campaign and videos illustrating the
services of Samaritas. Also on the table you will find Pledge forms. You can make
checks payable to the Church and note Samaritas Campaign in the memo section of
the check. If you have any questions, please see Dan Carter.
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Cupboard of Faith
Below is a card we received this year:
I wanted to say a big thank you for the nice Christmas Basket and all the
work the people of the church does for us! You just don’t know how
much your help, helps me a lot! Bless you all very much!
Sincerely,
Michael
This is why we look forward to participating in this ministry every year! Again, we
thank all our church family for your participation.

Offering Envelopes
If you haven’t received your offering envelopes for 2018, please contact the church
office about getting them mailed to you. Also, a friendly reminder to use your
current year envelopes that you received this year. Your number could have
changed from the previous year and we want to ensure we are giving credit to the
proper individual.
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Pizza and Movie Night
Pizza & Movie Night at Faith starts at 6 PM with pizza and the movie “rolls” around
6:30. We provide: pizza, pop, popcorn and
chips. Stay tuned for more details!
Friday, February 9
Friday, March 9—Final One

Notes from Members
Dear Faith Members,
Thank you for all the wonderful Christmas and Birthday cards. I wish all of you a
healthy and Happy New Year.
Sincerely,
Ruth Cady

Church Closures
In case of church closures due to snow or other potential closings, please check
the website (faithlutheranchurchgr.org) or the local TV stations WoodTV8 &
WZZM 13, under Faith Lutheran Church. Any questions, please contact the church
office.
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Happy Birthday!
2/1

Dawn Gillikin

2/1

Karen Schott

2/2

Zara Javed

2/3

Mike Novak

2/4

Marcia Kozak

2/4

Dee Scales

2/4

Barbara Wegener

2/6

Ed Benzin

2/7

Alan Brede

2/8

Dorothy Hovingh

2/9

Chet Smith

2/15

Joan Mull

2/15

Deb Sypien

2/16

Tyler Rettig

2/19

Mattie Newman

2/20

Brandon Kropuenski

2/20

Jessica Moore

2/21

Garrett VanderHooning

2/25

Barbara Applebach

2/25

Linda Schmoldt

2/26

Anna VerHeek

2/28

Corcoran Sypien

2/28

Sandy Lewis

Donald & Patricia Missad

2/1/1974

John & Linda Schmoldt

2/8/1969

Rick & Becky DeVault

2/14/2001

Tyler & Codi Rettig

2/18/2015

Beth & Mies Martin

2/21/1998

Matthew & Kristy Baisch

2/29/1996
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Carla Smith

Myrtle McLain

Dorene Lepzinski

Bettie Rappleyea

Bert Lareva

Deb Sypien & Family

Dan Smithgall

Betty Wolters

Irene Smestad

Linda Rossman

Melissa Smith

Vince Vanderveen

Steve Hall

David Molenar

AmyDeRuischer

Laurie Russell

Pam Hansen

Mike Pearson

Becky Richard

Our condolences to the family of: Carl Smestad
Prayer Chain Contact: Mary Lou Hicks at 616.957.0563 or flcgr@att.net
Bulletin & Banner Prayer List
Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed
for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,
call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net
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