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A 

Confirmation 

Catechism 

This catechism is designed for use with adolescents who are preparing for Confirmation as mature 
Christians.  It employs the mechanics of the early catechisms:  questions and answers.  However, 
this catechism is meant for group presentation and the questions are meant to elicit group 
conversations around a Major Theme that organizes each of four group meetings.  The Major 
Themes have been derived from previous work1 that help to define a person’s “worldview,” which 
can be defined as “a conceptual scheme that contains our fundamental beliefs; it is also the means 
by which we interpret and judge reality.”2   

This definition is important:  it couples beliefs with one’s experience of reality.  A person’s 
worldview “is never merely a vision of life.  It is always a vision for life as well.”3  Worldviews are 
not just the way we see things in life; they are also the reason we do things in life.  That is, they 
motivate and govern behavior.  In a very real way, worldviews are the foundation for human action. 

Even so, one may ask what do worldviews have to do with Confirmation as an Anglican Christian?  
The answer has to do with what it means to “live in Christ” as a confirmed Anglican.  The Christian 
life can be defined as two sequential events:  first, being “born again” (regeneration) and second, 
the believer’s “Christian walk” (sanctification).  Sanctification is really the life a believer leads after 
recognizing he/she is a sinner—that is, that there truly is a God and that he/she has rejected him.  
With this recognition, a “newly born” Christian also receives the belief that Jesus truly is who the 
New Testament says that he is:  the Christ, the Son of God.  From this point on in the believer’s life, 
he/she can truly seek to live as God meant for humans to live—worshipping him and enjoying him 
forever. 

For Christians, then, being born again is the foundation for a new life in Christ.  Regarding 
worldviews, being born again sets in place the beginnings of the Christian worldview, which is 
really God’s worldview.  As we mature in Christ, we improve our ability to see things the way God 
sees them.  That is, within our sanctification, we have the opportunity to develop our vision for life 
to become that of God’s vision for our life. 

This catechism assists the confirmands to hone their worldviews to better resemble God’s 
worldview.  If it is to have any value at all, it must present each confirmand not only with God’s 
vision for life but also with the charge to “work out their salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil 
2:12)—to take their lives in Christ to heart as they live into their sanctification.   

Although everyone has a worldview, few are aware of their worldview’s operation.  The questions 
in this catechism are designed to allow each confirmand to verbalize the major elements of his/her 
worldview without fear of recrimination or judgment.  There is no condemnation for those in Christ 
Jesus (Rom 8:1), and there should be no condemnation within this catechism.  The leader’s task is to 

                                                             
1 J. Richard Middleton and Brian J. Walsh, Truth Is Stranger Than It Used to Be:  Biblical Faith in a Postmodern 
Age (Downers Grove, IVP Academic, 1995); The Transforming Vision:  Shaping a Christian World View 
(Downers Grove:  IVP Academic, 1984). 
2 Ronald H. Nash, Life’s Ultimate Questions:  An Introduction to Philosophy (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 1999), 
14. 
3 Middleton and Walsh, Transforming Vision, 31. 
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develop a comfortable environment for the confirmands to express how they really see their lives.  
Then, the leader can present how God sees their lives, allowing the Spirit to work within whatever 
tensions may arise. 

Regeneration is an event; sanctification is a process.  This catechism is designed to draw the 
confirmands into their sanctification so that God the Holy Spirit can work to make each one to 
resemble our Lord and Savior.  This catechism cannot achieve that end; but it can invite the 
confirmand into a lifelong work with the Holy Spirit to “press on” to that end, and all because Christ 
Jesus has made them his own! 

A total of five group meetings are presumed: 

1. Introduction and discussion of “Who Are We?” as human beings (the first Major Theme).  
In this meeting, the group leader will describe the process and the meeting schedule, and 
will take the group through a discussion of the Major Theme. 

2. “Where Are We?” as human beings; that is, what world do we live in? 
3. “What Is Wrong?” with our existence as human beings in that world; that is, what’s wrong 

with life? 
4. “What Is the Remedy?” to our existence as human beings; that is, what will make it all 

right? 
5. Preparation for the Confirmation Liturgy itself. 
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Session 1 Summary: 

I. Who Are We? 

They Speak 

A. Who are you (we)? 
B. Where did you come from? 

God speaks 

C. God made you (and me) 
D. We were made for a reason 

1. To glorify God, who alone is worthy of your praise, because he made everything 
…including you. 

2. He made us to glorify him, to make him “the most famous person there is.” 
E. God made you to be free, in a way like he is.   
F. You were made in his image:  you can choose…  

1. You can glorify God 
2. Or you can glorify something else 

G. But you must glorify something… 
1. In that, you have no choice… 
2. You were made to glorify… 

H. Does our choice make any difference to us?   
I. Does our choice make any difference to God? 
J. Closing:  make your choice.  Glorify… 

1. God 
2. Or something else 
3. The choice is yours… 
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I. “Who Are We?” 

Tonight, we’re going to start out talking about ourselves.   

I’m going to ask some questions, and everybody gets to answer.  And all the answers you give will be 
the right ones because these questions don’t have right or wrong answers.  All you need to do is answer 
as truthfully as you can for this to work.  The idea here is to talk about some things as you see them.  
Toward the end of our time I’ll talk about what God thinks about some of the things we’ve talked 
about. 

A. Let’s start with YOU.  So who are YOU?   

1. Let’s all tell our stories!  Let’s start with me! 

(Set the tone by going first.  Then, get each one to talk about their stories.  This will take 
some time…) 

2. So all these things that have happened to us in our lives…do you think they have a 
purpose?  That is, do you think these things mean anything?  Or did they just happen to 
us?  What do you think? 

3. You’ve been in school for a while now.  Have your teachers taught you anything about 
what life is all about, what all this stuff that happens to us means?   

4. What about your friends—do you ever talk about “life” with your friends?  What do they 
think?   Do they think these things in our lives happen to us for a reason? 

5. What about other people in your life—your parents, your family, the other adults in 
your life?  Do they ever talk about stuff like this?  What do they think? 

6. Heard any other ideas—on the Internet, or TV, or something you’ve read somewhere?   

OK, let’s switch gears.  There’s a lot of talk about where humans came from—evolution vs. creation vs. 
aliens, that sort of thing.   

B. What do you think—where did we come from?  Where did humans come from? 

1. What do you say? 

2. What do people in your family say?   

3. What about people in your school?   

4. And what about your friends? 

God has some things to say about who we are and where we came from, and we’ll spend the rest of our 
time talking about what he has told us in the Bible.   

C. First, he made us—God made you and me.   

1. There’s a lot of talk about just how he did it; but don’t get distracted by all of that.   

2. The point here is he did it—he created us, and he created everything else around us.   

3. You can read about it in the first couple of chapters of the first book in the Bible—
Genesis.  It’s all there, because that’s how he chose to tell everyone that he made it all, 
and that he made us.  It’s all there… (Gen 1) 

D. Second, he made us for a reason—there is a purpose for your life.   

1. Do you know what it is? 
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(Let everyone weigh in on this one.  May need to prod to get everyone to answer, but get 
them all to deal with this question.) 

2. This is what God says is our purpose in life, and he says it in the Bible. 

a) God wants us to make him famous.     

b) The Bible says it differently—it says God made us to “glorify” himself, and so our 
lives are meant to “glorify” him (Isa 43:7; Eph 1:11-12; 1 Cor 10:31; Rev 4:11).  But 
it’s the same thing—God made us to make him famous. 

3. God has competition in his desire to be famous.   

a) Who do you think people would say is the most famous person ever? 

b) Who do you think is the most famous person ever? 

c) So, what has _______________ or _______________ (whoever they or someone else thinks is 
the most famous) done for us?   

(1) They didn’t make us.   

(2) They didn’t make all of this stuff around us.   

(3) In fact, they don’t even know we exist!   

d) But God does!   

(1) He knows us; he made us! (Ps 139:13-16)  

(2) And he made everything that is around us, all the things we need to live our 
lives!  (Pss 90:2; 102:25f; Isa 40:26f; Jer 10:12f; Amos 4:13; Matt 19:4; John 1:3; 
Rom 1:25; 1 Cor 11:9; Col 1:16; Rev 4:11; 10:6.) 

e) God wants us to make him more famous than _______________ or _______________ because 
God has made everything, including us (Rev 4:11; John 1:3; Rom 11:35-36; 1 Cor 
8:6).  EVERYTHING…   

4. And he wants us to make him the most famous person that there is… or ever was… or ever 
will be!   

a) After all, he deserves it:  no one can do what God has done for us.   

b) No one.   

But here’s something else about how God made us that you need to know.   

E. God made us free so that we can choose what we do about making him famous.     

1. We can’t choose everything—we didn’t choose to be born, we didn’t choose our family; 
and we would choose not to die if we could, and we might choose a different brother or 
sister.   

2. So our freedom is limited.   

3. But in between getting here and leaving here, God leaves a lot up to us.   

4. And that makes us very unique—no other creature on earth has the sort of freedom we 
have been given.  Or the sort of power that we have been given.   

F. That is because we are made in the image of God (Gen 1:26).   

1. No other creature has been made like that. 
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2. Humans are not like any other creature on earth! 

3. No one knows completely what it means to be made in the image of God.  But we know 
some things about what it means… 

a) It means we are spiritual beings like God—our spirits are immortal and will outlast 
our bodies4… 

b) It means we are thinkers—we can think because God gave us the ability to reason, so 
we can use our reason to solve many of the problems that life presents to us… 

c) It means we are relational—we can give and receive real love… 

d) And it means we live by morals—we can tell the difference between right and 
wrong. 

4. So because God made us to be free and because he made us “in his image,” we are free to 
choose where to focus on spirit, how to use our brains, how much to love those around 
us, and whether to do the right or the wrong things.   

5. God lets us choose how to use the gifts he has given us… 

G. But we were made to make God famous, to glorify him. 

1. With our freedom, we can choose to make God the most famous person in our lives;  

2. Or we can choose someone like ____________________ or____________________.   

3. God made us to glorify him, to make him famous; we are not free to not glorify.  We 
were made to glorify. 

4. But God has given us the freedom to glorify someone or something else. 

5. God lets us choose who or what to make famous… 

H. What’s the difference?  Do you think it really matters who we decide is the most 
famous person in our lives?   

(Get everyone to weigh in…)   

1. There is a big difference.   

a) Even though God has done everything that needs to be done to give us life, he wants 
to do something more—he wants to give us a rich life to live!   

b) Not rich like in you have a lot of money to get a lot of things… 

(1) things that you will get bored with,  

(2) things that will break and need repairs,  

(3) things that you have to worry about because someone may steal it from you,  

(4) things that fall apart after a while. 

(5) These are all things that are made from the other stuff God made before he made 
us!  (More on this next week.)   

2. God wants to give us something that will last FOREVER, something that is really better 
than anything else he has made.   

                                                             
4 These images are all from Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 2002), 171-2. 
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a) He wants to give us something that is like him! 

b) Something that is perfectly good!  (Like he is.) 

c) Something that will last forever!  (Like he will.) 

d) It’s what the Bible calls “abundant” life (John 10:10; Pss 16:11, 73:25-26), and God 
wants YOU to have it! 

3. In fact God wants us to enjoy him--FOREVER!   

a) God is so great and so good that he wants to share his greatness and goodness with 
something that could recognize him, that was made in his image, and that would 
make him famous (glorify him).  Because he deserves it! 

b) So he made something to share himself with—us.   

c) And he made everything around us so that we can live and exercise the freedom he 
gave us when he made us!   

(1) God made all this other stuff for us (Gen 1:26-31)!   

(2) All this stuff around us is here for us!  (More on this next week.)   

(3) Sometimes that stuff can hurt us.  (More on this the week after next week.)   

(4) But for now, all of this stuff around us is here so we can be alive! 

(a) Just try living without air! 

(b) Or water!  Or food! 

(5) God made this stuff around us so we can live… And enjoy him FOREVER! 

4. So if you choose to make God the most famous person in your life, you get to enjoy him 
and live an abundant life just like he wants it! 

I. Does our choice to make God famous or someone or something else make any 
difference to God?   

1. In a way, no.  God doesn’t need you to make him famous.  God doesn’t need anything—
nothing at all!   

a) He has everything there is to have because he is God.  He doesn’t need anything 
(Acts 17:24-25; Job 41:11; Ps 50:10-12). 

b) He didn’t need to make us.  He made us for his glory, to show us just how great he is.  
(Isa 43:7; Eph 1:11-12) 

(1) That’s the only reason.   

(2) He made us to show his greatness.   

(a) Because he is so good.   

(b) And so generous with the infinite goodness that he is. 

2. But in a more important way, yes.  God is love (1 John 4:8), and he loves us (Rom 5:8, 
15:30; John 3:16; Gal 2:20). 

a) Although he has everything he needs in abundance, he made us to share himself 
with us.  He made us uniquely in his image to share himself with us. 
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b) And if we freely choose to glorify him, to make him the most famous person there is 
in our lives, our free act to love him in return gives us abundant life, a life that can be 
filled with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control (Gal 5:22-23). 

c) That kind of life is the life God means for us to live.  God made us to live that kind of 
life.  And he made us to live that kind of life forever. 

d) And God made us free to choose that kind of life, or something else.  If you choose to 
make him the most famous person in your life, you can have that kind of life.  If you 
choose to make someone or something else the most famous in your life, you will 
have a different life, one that is less than what you were made to live.  

J. Make the choice you were made to make. 

1. Glorify God and seek to live the life you were made to live. 

2. Or glorify someone or something else, and live a life that is less than what you were 
made to live. 

3. The choice is yours. 

Here it all is: 

 We’re here because God made us. 

 He made us for a reason—so we could glorify him, e.g. make him famous. 

 He made us because he is good, and he wants to share his goodness with us. 

 He made us in his image so we could recognize who he is and glorify him, e.g. make him 
famous. 

 He made us free to choose, free to glorify him, or someone or something else, free to make 
him famous, or make someone or something else the most famous thing in our lives. 

 When we recognize who he is and who we are, and choose to glorify him, make him the 
most famous person in our lives, we can begin to live the abundant life we were made to 
live, the life that will last FOREVER—with him! 

In 4 weeks YOU are going to be up in front of everyone else so that YOU can say you recognize who God 
is and who you are; that you believe he is the most FAMOUS person that there is; and so that you can 
seek to live an abundant, eternal life with him! 
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Session 2 Summary: 

II. Where Are We? 

They speak 

A. Where have you lived in your life? 
B. Where do you think you will be living in 5 years? 
C. Where would you like to live more than anyplace else? 
D. Do you like living here? 
E. Have you ever felt like you don’t belong here?  
F. Do you like living at home? 
G. How do you think it would feel to be homeless? 

God speaks 

H. We live in the creation, something God made. 
I. God made the creation out of nothing. 
J. God made the creation good, because God is good. 
K. God made us out of the creation, which God made before he made us. 
L. When God made us, he made us in his image (from last time) to take care of the creation. 
M. This means that the creation we live in and are made of, and our existence itself, are gifts 

from God.  
N. The creation, then, is our home.   
O. This means we will never be homeless as long as we remember who we are (creatures 

made to glorify God and live abundant lives) and where we are (in the creation, our home). 
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II. “Where are you?” 

Last time we all talked about ourselves, and about what we think life’s all about.  Remember? 

 We talked about what other people have said about the meaning of life, and we talked about 
what we thought life was all about.   

 We talked about what God says life is all about.  Remember?   
 God says our lives are all about glorifying him, about making him famous.   
 God made us to glorify him, to make him famous, but he lets us choose to glorify him or to 

make someone or something else famous instead.  Remember? 
 That’s because he made us free to choose.   
 Just remember God made us to glorify him; but God lets us choose to glorify him or someone or 

something else. 
o If we glorify God, we seek abundant life. 
o If we glorify someone or something else, we seek something less. 

Tonight we’re going to talk about where we live. 

Just like last time, I’ll ask some questions and everybody gets to answer.  Remember these questions 
don’t have right or wrong answers, just your answers.  Be yourself.  Like last time, I’ll talk about what 
God has told us about some of the things we talk about this time. 

A. Let’s start out talking about where we’ve lived in our lives.  I’ll start!   

1. I was born in _______________; the first home I remember living in was in _______________. 

2. These are all the places I’ve lived in since then… and these are some of the homes I 
remember living in. 

(Set the tone by going first on these first questions—there are more questions at first in 
this session than in the first one.  Be prepared to lead off each question with your own 
responses, and then get them all to weigh in.  Use your judgment—the conversation 
should flow such that it makes sense for you to stop providing the first answer.) 

3. What about you? 

B. We’ve all lived in a lot of places, and in a lot of houses over our lives.  Where do you 
think you might live in the next 5 years? 

1. I think I’ll be living in ________________ (and __________ …) in the next 5 years. 

2. What about you? 

C. So we’ve lived in a lot of places, and it looks like some of us are planning to live in a 
lot of places in the next 5 years!  But where would you really like to live?  Where 
would you live if you could live any place on earth?  (OK to have several ideal places.) 

1. I’d really like to live in __________ (and __________ …); it (they) is (are) such a 
__________/__________/ __________ place(s) to live.   

(The point here is to say why another place is better than where you are now.) 

2. What about you? 

D. Now, let me ask you something about where you live right now.  Do you like living 
here, in Katy? 

1. Why? 
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2. Why not? 

E. Have you ever felt like you don’t belong here?  Like this really isn’t the place for you? 

(Work responses to this as they come.  Some may not want to answer; others may have 
plenty to say!  Use your judgment.  The point here is to get each person to recognize a sense 
of contentment or discontent with where they live right now.  A deeper question comes 
next.) 

F. OK, so now we’ve talked about living in Katy.  What about your home, you know, the 
house or apartment you live in?  Have you ever felt uncomfortable living in your 
home? 

(Might be good if you could lead this off with a time you were not comfortable living in your 
home—the idea here is to establish that we sometimes feel like we don’t belong in the home 
we live in.  This could be delicate; some may not want to volunteer a response, especially if 
they have some ongoing issues at home.  Use your judgment; again, the point here is to have 
them recognize that home doesn’t always feel like home.  This will be very important for 
sessions 3 and 4.) 

G. Thanks for sharing all of this.  One more question for us to kick around:  how do you 
think it would feel to be homeless, to be without any house or apartment to live in or 
any place you could call home?  What would that be like? 

(You may want to set the tone on this one—use your judgment.  The point here is to get 
each person to recognize their emotions with respect to having no home at all.) 

OK, we’ve talked about where we’ve lived, where we think we are going to live, and where we’d really 
like to live.  And we’ve talked about how we feel about living here in Katy, about living in our homes, 
and what it might be like to live without a home to go to. 

God has some things to say to us about where we live.  And what he says might change the way we 
think and feel about where have lived, where we are living, and where we might live in the future.   

H. First, we live in what the Bible calls the “creation.”   

1. Some people call it the universe; and some people think that the universe “just 
happened,” by accident.  You know—just poof!  There it is!  But they are wrong. 

2. The Bible is very clear on this—God made everything!  The first sentence in the first 
chapter of the first book of the Bible—Genesis 1—says:  1 In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1 NASB).   

a) What the Bible is telling us here is that God existed before there was anything else.  
The Bible says this in a lot of places because the Bible is very clear that God is the 
Creator, the One who created everything else.  (Pss 90:2; 102:25f; Isa 40:26f; Jer 
10:12f; Amos 4:13; Matt 19:4; John 1:3; Rom 1:25; 1 Cor 11:9; Col 1:16; Rev 4:11; 
10:6.) 

b) That’s what “the heavens and the earth” really mean in that verse from the first 
sentence in the first verse of the Bible (Gen 1:1).  It’s everything that exists today:  
the earth, the moon, the stars, the solar system, all the galaxies, all the planets, all 
the amoebas, all the bacteria, all the protozoa, all the atoms, all the electrons, all the 
protons, all the energy, all the light, all the space, all the matter, all the anti-matter, 
all the dark matter—everything… the whole universe—the heavens and the earth:  
everything up there and everything down here and everything we can’t see but is!   
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c) God made it; God made it all.  All of this stuff is here today because God made it.  All 
this stuff is no accident.  God meant for it to be here, made it all, and here it is.    

I.  Second, God made the creation out of nothing! 

1. That’s right:  he made it out of nothing!  (Gen 1:1; Ps 33:6, 9; John 1:3; Acts 17:24; Heb 
11:3; Col 1:16; Rev 4:11) 

2. The Bible depicts that there was absolutely nothing before God decided to create 
everything.  Rather, there was nothing but God before God decided to create everything!  
God didn’t need to create himself!  That’s because he existed before any of the stuff he 
made!  (Ps 90:2; Job 36:26; Rev 1:8; cf. 4.8) 

3. This means that God is the source of everything that is—you, me, your parents, your 
teachers, this building—OK, people used man-made stuff for the building—wood, metal, 
plastic—to make it; but those people didn’t make the trees, or the minerals, or the basic 
chemicals in the wood, metal, and plastic.  You get the picture! 

4. Everything that exists comes from God and from God alone!  That’s why it’s so important 
that we glorify God, that we make God the most famous person in our lives.  Nothing 
else could ever do what he has done because everything other than God came from God!  
_______________ and _______________ (from last time) owe their existence to God!  No one and 
no thing can be as famous as God because no one or no thing can do what he has done! 

J. Third, this all means that everything that is is GOOD! 

1. You may not believe that because we’ve all run into things that aren’t so good.  Next 
week, we’re going to talk a lot more about that.  There’s a reason for it, and we’ll see 
why it happens and what God has to say about it!  And the following week we’ll see what 
God has done about it! 

2. But for now let’s just say that it all started GOOD.  (Gen 1:4; 1:10; 1:12; 1:18; 1:21; 1:25: 
1:31.)  That is because God is also the source of all GOOD.  All the GOOD that there is 
comes from God and from God alone!  (Luke 18:19; Pss 106:1; 107:1; 34:8.)  The Bible 
says he IS good!  And that doesn’t mean he is acting good or working good or doing 
good—it means he IS GOOD!  That is he actually is good; that means everything we call 
good comes from God who alone is good! 

3. So everything he makes just has to be GOOD too.  (Gen 1:31; Pss 104; 106; 107; 119:68; 
145:9; Acts 14:17; Rom 12:2; James 1:17.)  After all, if you are totally and absolutely 
good, how could you do anything or make anything that isn’t totally and absolutely good 
too?  (At least at first.  More on that next week.)  But for now, just keep in mind that God 
cannot make anything bad.  He can only do good because he is good! 

K. And that includes us! 

1. That is because God made us too!  He made us out of the creation!  (Gen 2:7)  That is, he 
made all the other good stuff before he made us.   

2. We were made last—the Bible tells us that he made us last (Gen 1:26, 2:7), after he 
made everything else that he made in creation. 

a) Now you might think that makes us losers, coming last like that. 

b) But you would be wrong!   

L. Because, remember from last time, God made us “in his image.”   
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1. He may have made us last, after he had made all the other good stuff, but he made us in 
his image.   

a) That makes us different from all the other good stuff.  Remember from last time:  we 
are the only things that God made in his image.  Nothing else was made like us.   

b) And nothing else was made after us!  Once he made us, he was done making the 
creation!  (Gen 2:1.) 

c) And after he made us, he said everything was very good.  (Gen 1:31) 

2. And then after he made us, he gave all that other stuff to us to watch over for him!  (Gen 
1:28-29.)  In fact, God said the creation was all very good after he gave it to us to take 
care of it. 

3. That’s why he made us last!  He made all this good stuff, and then made us out of some 
of that good stuff, and then he made us in his image, and then he gave it all to us to keep 
up for him!  Then he said it was very good. 

4. This means that the creation we live in and are made out of is a gift to us!  God made all 
that there is, and then told us to take care of it for him.   

M. When you think about it, both the creation and our existence in it are gifts from God! 

1. God made the creation good, and then he made us out of it. 

2. And then he gave the creation to us to watch over for him, and said it was very good. 

3. And he made us in his image so that we could do that, so that we could watch over the 
creation and in so doing glorify him (make him famous)!  (Remember from last time?) 

a) And remember from last time God doesn’t need to do any of this! 

b) God doesn’t need anything! 

c) But he is so GOOD that he made all of this good stuff and us from it, and when he 
made us he made us alone in his image, all because he wanted to give all this good 
stuff to us to watch over for him, and by that to enjoy it all with him! 

d) And he called this very good. 

e) Remember the “abundant life?”  The gift of the creation is part of the abundant life 
God desires for us.  Part of the abundant life God wants to give us is the enjoyment 
of the good creation he made for us to watch over. 

f) He wants us to enjoy the good creation he for us to watch over. 

N. The creation, then, is our true home! 

1. What do you feel like when you enjoy home the most? 

2. God made us to feel the same way about the creation.  Remember: 

a) We are made of it, and it was made good. 

b) And we were made to take care of it, to enjoy its goodness. 

3. This is true because God and everything he makes are so completely GOOD! 

4. The creation is our true home—we were made from it to take care of it, and that is very 
good in God’s eyes. 
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O. And this means that we will NEVER be homeless as long as we remember who we are 
and where we are. 

1. Remember:  we are made in God’s image from the good stuff of creation to glorify him 
(make him famous) because only God could do something like this for us.  No one else 
and certainly no thing could ever do something like this for us! 

2. Remember:  this creation we exist in, this good creation that he made and that we were 
made from and that he gave to us to take care of is our true home.  It is a gift from our 
true God, and he gave it to us so that we could enjoy it and enjoy him forever!  This is 
very good.   

We have a hard time remembering this, and we will talk about why that is true next session.  Some 
people don’t even know this to be true because they don’t know who they are or where they are!  This 
is why Jesus was always healing blind people—he helped them to see who they are (God’s creation) 
and where they are (in God’s creation).  There are many, many people who are blind just like that 
today.   

But you are not one of them!  You know who you are and where you are. 

Next week we will talk about why it is so hard to remember who we are and where we are, and why 
the people who are blind today have very different ideas about who they are and where they are. 
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Session 3 Summary: 

III. What’s wrong? 

They speak 

A. What’s wrong with the things around you? 
B. What’s wrong with the things in your life? 
C. Why do you think so? 

God speaks 

D. Misusing the freedom God gave us, we reject God’s rightful authority over our lives; we sin! 
E. And our sin against God grows!  We sin against our family. 
F. And our sin against God and our family grows!  We sin against others. 
G. Summary:  we sin against God first, and then our sin grows to include our families, other 

people, and our very hearts. 
H. This is what is wrong with everything:  sin! 
I. But God doesn’t leave it this way. 
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III. “What’s wrong?” 

Last time we all talked about where we live and what we think about it.  Before that, we talked about 
ourselves, and about what we think life’s all about.  Remember? 

 Last time we talked about all the places we’ve lived, and where we’d like to live. 
 We talked about how we sometimes feel like we don’t belong here.  Remember? 
 We also talked about what God has to say about where we are. 
 We talked about how God made all of this for us, and that it was good, and that we should feel 

at home here all the time.  Remember? 
 In our first time together, we talked about what other people have said about the meaning of 

life, and we talked about what we thought life was all about.   
 We talked about what God says life is all about.  Remember?   
 God says our lives are all about glorifying him, about making him famous.   
 God made us to glorify him, to make him famous, but he lets us choose to glorify him or to 

make someone or something else famous instead.  Remember? 
 That’s because he made us free to choose.   
 Just remember God made us to glorify him; but God lets us choose to glorify him or someone or 

something else. 
o If we glorify God, we can seek abundant life. 
o And we can feel more at home in the creation that he made for us. 
o If we glorify someone or something else, we always seek something less. 
o And, when we do that, we will feel more homeless in the true home God made for us. 

 And we talked about how we sometimes forget about all of this—we forget who we are and 
where we are. 

I hope all of this sounds good and makes sense to you.  But let’s face it—life is hard at times.  Tonight 
we’re going to talk about what’s wrong with life, and what’s wrong with our lives. 

Just like before, I’ll ask some questions and everybody gets to answer.  Remember these questions don’t 
have right or wrong answers, just your answers.  Be yourself.  Like before, I’ll talk about what God has 
told us about some of the things we talk about at first. 

A. OK, we’ve talked about how God made everything around us to be good, right?  But, 
really, the things around us are not always so good.   

1. So let’s get real and talk about the things around us that aren’t so good.  I’ll go first! 

(Start “light;” talk about the things around us that aren’t good to get the conversation 
going.  Things like: 

 The weather 
 School 
 Katy 
 Traffic 
 Football 
 Just keep it easy so they can get into the rhythm of complaining about things.) 

2. Now, how about you?  What is wrong with things around here for you? 

(Get everyone to weigh in.  There’s always a lot to complain about.  Let them get into 
this.) 

B. Now, let’s get more personal.  What’s wrong with your life?  What things would you 
change in your life if you had all the power in the world? 
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1. I’ll start; here are the things I’m not happy about and that I’d change if I could.   

(Take it as deep as you feel it best to.  Use your judgment about where to set the bar.) 

2. Now, how about you?  What is wrong with the things in your life and what would you do 
to change them if you could. 

(Again, get everyone in on this.  Try to get everyone to divulge what they would do 
about these things too.) 

C. OK, we’ve talked about the things wrong around us and the things wrong in our lives.  
Let me ask you something different now.  Why do you think these things have gone 
wrong for you?  Why are these things so messed up around us, and why do we have 
these problems in our lives? 

(This may be tricky, but DON’T start; you’ll need to identify with what comes next, the real 
reason things are amiss.  As always get everyone to weigh in.  Pay attention to their 
“scapegoats.”  Does anyone blame themselves?  Or is it always something or someone else?) 

D. This has been good!  Let’s spend the rest of our time together talking about what God 
has to say about how all this GOOD stuff he made got so messed up! 

1. God is very clear on how this all happened; he tells us in the Bible that he created 
everything GOOD (Gen 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31), and that he created us in his image to 
take care of everything for him (Gen 1:26-31). 

2. But then, we decided we would take care of all of this stuff on our own!  That is, we 
decided we would rather be like God than be the way he made us.  And, in being like God, 
we want to decide what is GOOD and what is Not Good; the Bible calls “not good” Evil.  
The Bible tells us very clearly that we wanted to make our own decisions about what is 
good and what is evil, rather than rely on God to tell us.  And that is where all things all 
began to go all wrong. 

a) The Bible tells us all of this in a story, the story of the Garden of Eden.  Let’s look at 
that.  (Read Gen 3.) 

b) See how something changes, something really big changes, when Adam and Eve 
decide to listen to the serpent instead of to God?  Once they decide to know what is 
Good and what is Evil on their own, they see everything differently!  

(1) They see they don’t have any clothes on!  Yikes! 

(2) And they see God differently!  Now, when he comes around looking for them, 
they are afraid of him!  Before they ate the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil, it looks like they could be around God and not be afraid of him. 

(a) Have you ever experienced something like that?  Have you ever known 
someone that you liked being around, but then something happened so that 
you became uncomfortable when they were around?  

(b) Well, what happened to Adam and Eve was different, but if you’ve ever 
experienced something like what I described, then you know how weird it is 
to be comfortable around someone and then become uncomfortable around 
them.  It‘s not a good feeling. 

(3) Once they ate that fruit, they stopped seeing the way they saw when God 
made them. 
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(a) They became blind to the way they once saw things. 

(b) Remember, God can only make stuff GOOD, because he is so GOOD.   

(c) So, the sight Adam and Eve had before they are that fruit was GOOD, because 
God made them GOOD. 

(d) But, after they ate that fruit, they could not see that way anymore; they saw 
things differently. 

(4) And, when God called them on it all, see how they tried to pin the blame on 
someone else? 

(a) Adam pins it on Eve. 

(b) Eve pins it on the serpent. 

(c) They do this even though they both decided to eat that fruit knowing that 
God told them “hands off!” 

(d) Ever do anything like that?  Ever get caught doing something you knew was 
wrong, and then try to blame it on someone else?   

3. And it got worse:  after Adam and Eve did this, they couldn’t be around God any more 
like they had been.  Instead, they had to leave Eden and all the good times they must 
have had just hanging around with God.   

a) Adam and Eve left the Garden because they didn’t want God telling them what not to 
do. 

(1) He told them they could eat anything, just not the fruit from that one tree. 

(2) But they disobeyed him; they wanted things their way. 

b) Adam and Eve had to leave the Garden because they didn’t want to be God’s 
creatures anymore—they wanted to be like God! (Gen 3:5) 

(1) It was the serpent who said if they ate it they could be like God! 

(2) But that was a huge lie!   

(a) And they believed it!  

(b) It’s so crazy!  They chose to believe the serpent rather than believe God! 

(c) Remember, God made us free to choose! 

(d) But Adam and Eve made the wrong choice; they chose something other than 
what God would have for them. 

c) So God granted them their wish!  He honored their freedom to choose, even though 
they didn’t choose him! 

(1) They chose to be like God; they didn’t want to be around him as his creatures. 

(2) They wanted to be like God and know good and evil on their own. 

(3) They wanted to be their own gods! 

(4) And God said “OK, have it your way.  Go for it!  But not here!” 

d) That’s why Adam and Eve left Eden—they chose to be like God, so God sent them 
away from him!   
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e) But, there was a price to pay for this. 

(1) They chose something other than the ultimate GOODNESS that is God himself. 

(2) This means they chose badness—they had to.  They chose something less than 
ultimate GOODNESS.  When we reject the BEST, we always get something less! 

(3) God sets this all out for them in Gen 3:14-19: 

(a) The serpent (who lied about God) gets to be the lowest of all the creatures, 
crawling around on his belly, forever! 

(i) And he gets a permanent enemy—us! 

(a) Sure, some people like snakes; they have them as “pets.” 

(b) But think of this:  if you run across a butterfly when you’re out 
walking around, how do you feel? 

(c) Now think of this:  if you run across a snake when you’re out walking 
around, how do you feel?    

(ii) See how it works? 

(b) Eve gets lowered too. 

(i) She’s the great mother of all.  But now, giving birth to kids becomes 
painful for her, and all of the women who come after her. 

(ii) And, the equality of her relationship with her husband Adam changes—
she will desire him as her equal, but he will “rule over” her. 

(c) Then Adam gets his news on what it will be like to live away from God. 

(i) Because he chose to listen to Eve (and the serpent) rather than God, 17  … 
cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days 
of your life; Genesis 3:17 (ESV)  

(ii) Adam (and Eve, and the serpent) can never again fully experience the 
creation as God intended for them—as GOOD. 

(iii) Instead, it is experienced as “cursed.”   

(iv) And this is why some things in nature are dangerous for us now. 

(v) And this is why it is so hard to make a living. 

(vi)  We were made to be in God’s GOOD presence and to enjoy the 
ultimate GOODNESS of his creation.  But now, we experience the 
creation as if it was a curse.  We are strangers here now, which is 
why we feel like we don’t belong here.  We forget where we are! 

4. The Bible has a word for what happened when Adam and Eve decided to eat that fruit so 
they could know Good and Evil instead of relying on God for that.   

a) Adam and Eve sinned.  In fact, Adam and Eve committed the first sin. 

b) And it is just as true today as it was back then:  when we choose to sin, we say 
goodbye to good things in our lives, and settle for a whole lot less. 

c) That’s because there is absolutely nothing good about sin.   
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(1) Sin destroys our ability to experience the true GOOD in life, which comes from 
God. 

(2) That’s because sin is not of God.  In fact, sin is all ours!  Of all the animals on 
earth, only humans sin. 

(3) And when we sin, we always reject God. 

(a) When we sin, we do what we think is right rather than what God tells us is 
right. 

(b) When we sin, we act like we are God. 

(c) When we sin, we forget who we are! 

d) Do you know what I mean?  (Let them weigh in on this.) 

E. But here’s something even worse about sin—with sin, it just gets worse!  It’s bad 
enough to sin against God, like Adam and Eve did.  But sin doesn’t stop there!  It just 
grows like an infection or like a cancer! 

1. Look at Gen 4:1-16! 

2. After Adam and Eve leave Eden behind, they have two kids:  Cain and Abel.  And look 
what happens!   

a) Both of them work:  Abel is a rancher, and Cain is a farmer. 

b) Both of them worship God:  Abel brings God an offering from his livestock, and Cain 
brings an offering from his harvest. 

c) God accepts Abel’s offering, but not Cain’s.  The Bible does not say why, but there 
must have been a reason. 

d) Cain is angry about it, and God, who still speaks directly to him, tells him to get over 
it. 

e) But Cain doesn’t.   

(1) It’s just like it was with Adam and Eve.  God told them to stay away from the fruit 
of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, and they didn’t.   

(2) God told Cain to get over the situation with Abel and the offerings, and Cain 
didn’t. 

(3) Both Adam and Eve, and their son Cain, chose not to obey God!  They decided to 
do things their own way! 

(4) They all decided to sin! 

(5) This is real important—sin always starts with our rejecting how God would have 
us do things.  God has been real clear about who’s boss—him!   

(a) Remember who we are?  We are creatures, made by God in his image to 
enjoy him forever. 

(b) Remember where we are?  We are in God’s creation, made by God so it 
is GOOD, and given to us to live in and take care of. 
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(c) When God tells us to do something, it’s for our own good!  Because he is 
GOOD.  And because he is GOOD, he cannot ever, ever tell us to do 
something BAD. 

(d) Sin begins when we ignore what God tells us to do!  When we sin, 

(i) We forget who we are—God’s creatures made in his image. 

(ii) And we forget where we are—in his creation, which he made GOOD. 

(e) That’s why sin is always BAD!  Sin begins when we forget the GOOD and 
choose something else, something that cannot be GOOD because the 
GOOD always comes from God. 

(6) And remember this:  our sin is always against God first.   

(a) We begin to sin by rejecting the GOOD that God would have us do. 

(b) Whenever we choose something other than GOOD, it just has to be BAD! 

(c) And that is why sin is always BAD! 

f) And it gets worse with Cain; he gets real hot, and then kills his brother Abel! 

(1) This is how sin grows! 

(2) It always begins by us not doing what God wants us to do. 

(3) But sin doesn’t stop there. 

(a) With Adam and Eve, remember:  Adam blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the 
serpent.  Sin spreads! 

(b) With Cain, sin began between Cain and God, but ended between Cain and 
Abel.  Sin spreads! 

(c) Sin moves from sin against God to sin against someone else. 

g) The Bible is showing us and teaching us just how bad sin is. 

h) It’s like sin has a mind of its own. 

3. And the Bible is showing us something else about sin. 

a) God knows when it goes down! 

b) God knew Cain was angry, and even tried to help him get over it. 

c) And God knew what Cain had done!  The “blood” of Abel cried out to God, telling him 
what had happened. 

d) God always knows about our sin, because it always begins between him and us, and 
because God knows everything there is to know!   

(1) We cannot hide anything from God!   

(2) Never forget that!  God knows everything we do and everything we think! 

(3) There is no hiding from God! 

4. Now you know why it’s so hard to get along with other people in your family. 

a) The trouble with other people in your family always starts when someone sins 
against God. 
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(1) It’s either someone else who sins against God—your parents, your siblings, your 
other relatives. 

(2) Or it’s us who sin against God—we are our own Cain, our own Adam, our own 
Eve. 

(3) This is how it starts in a family. 

b) Then, it spreads to the whole family.  No one is spared, just like it was with Adam, 
Eve, Cain, and Abel.  With sin, everyone loses. 

(1) Adam and Eve lost both of their sons: 

(a) Abel died. 

(b) Cain was sent out to wander, leaving them for the rest of their lives. 

(c) They must have wondered about just how awful it was to have eaten that 
fruit. 

(2) Abel lost his life. 

(3) Cain lost his brother and his parents—he wandered away from them for the rest 
of his life.  And he was afraid for his life.  God helped with that, but Cain’s life was 
nowhere near as good as it was before he disobeyed God and killed his brother. 

c) This is why families fall apart.  Sin makes everyone in the family a loser. 

F. This is bad enough, the ruining of families by sin.  But sin doesn’t stop there either.  It 
gets worse!  It spreads even wider! 

1.  The rest of Genesis 4 tells us about this. 

a) Cain finds a wife and has a kid; he builds a city and names it after his kid—no 
mention of God and worship and offerings. 

b) His kid grows up and has a kid, who grows up and has a kid…you get the picture. 

2. Finally, Lamech is born and he is quite a guy. 

a) Lamech has two wives, unlike all the guys who went before him. 

b) And he tells his wives how he killed two people—another man and a young boy—
for crossing him. 

3. Now we see that sin moves from the family to the community. 

a) Lamech didn’t kill a family member; instead he killed two other people to which he 
was not related. 

b) But, he did take two wives, something that just doesn’t work in families.   

c) Lamech sinned against God, against his wives, and against other people outside of 
his family. 

4. If it was just Cain’s descendants who did all this stuff, it would be bad enough.   

a) But it gets worse!  Chapter 6 sums it all up:  5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.  Genesis 6:5 (ESV) 

b) Wow! … “every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually!!” 
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G. OK, let’s sum it all up: 

1. The original sin against God was committed by Adam and Eve. 

a) They saw the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil looked real 
good, which makes sense.  Everything God makes is good! 

b) They ate the fruit, even though God told them not to.  They disobeyed God.  That’s 
how sin always starts—we disobey God. 

c) They lost their ability to see the way God made them to see.  In a very real way, they 
became blind to the truth of God. 

d) They left the Garden of Eden after that, because they didn’t really want to be around 
God anymore.  They were afraid of him.  They wanted to be their own gods. 

e) So God sent them out of the Garden, to live on their own.  And it was going to be 
tough going for them, and for us. 

2. Then sin spread.  Cain, one of Adam and Eve’s first kids, got upset when God accepted his 
brother’s worship offering but not his.   

a) God told him to get over it; that it wasn’t good for him to act like that. 

b) Cain disobeyed God, let himself get real angry, and then killed his brother. 

c) God sent him out of Adam and Eve’s family after that. 

3. Then sin spread some more.  Lamech, one of Cain’s great, great grandsons, was quite a guy. 

a) He had two wives, not just one like everyone before him.  God only made one wife 
for Adam.  Even Cain had one wife.  Looks like God wants a husband to have just one 
wife and no more.  But Lamech didn’t see it that way. 

b) Lamech killed two people outside of his family for messing with him.  Now at this 
point, God hasn’t said “Don’t kill anyone.”  That comes later.  But, he was not happy 
with Cain for killing Abel, so it’s a good assumption that he wasn’t happy with 
Lamech for killing two people. 

c) But Lamech doesn’t care what God thinks!  In fact, he boasts about killing those 
guys!  He feels good about what he’s done!  He’s just as happy as he can be!  Lamech 
is his own judge of good and evil, just the way Adam and Eve wanted it!  And 
Lamech thought having two wives and killing two people was just fine! 

4. Then, as time passes, God takes a look at it all and sees that humankind is as bad as it 
can be! 

a) The creatures he made last, the only ones made in his image, have all turned out 
rotten!   

b) They were supposed to take care of his GOOD creation for him, but instead that have 
disobeyed him and just messed up everything. 

c) They glorify themselves (they make themselves famous!) and the evil they do rather 
than glorifying him and the goodness that he does. 

H. And this is what is wrong with everything!   

1. We sin against God because we choose to be God—so we forget who we are! 

a) When we sin, we become blind to GOODNESS, which comes from God alone. 
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b) Being blind, we sin against members of our own family. 

c) Being blind, we sin against other people we don’t even know. 

d) Being blind, we cannot see the sin that comes right from our hearts!   

e) Being blind, we glorify ourselves! 

2. And when we sin against God and become blind to his ultimate GOODNESS, we can’t 
see his creation as GOOD—so we forget where we are! 

a) Blinded by our sin, we can’t see true GOODNESS.  Now we are afraid to be around 
God who is the source of all GOODNESS. 

b) Now, we see what we create as good, even though it is always less than the ultimate 
GOOD that God creates.   

c) We mistake our goodness for true GOODNESS, because we are blind—we can’t see 
true GOODNESS anymore. 

d) And because we are blind, we are lost!  We can’t see the GOODNESS of creation and 
we ruin it instead of taking care of it. 

3. This is really what is wrong with your life and with mine!  None of us escapes this—
no one!   

a) This is what is wrong with your parents’ lives, with the lives of your relatives—this 
is what is wrong with your family. 

b) This is what is wrong with your teachers’ lives, your friends’ lives—this is what is 
wrong with everyone you know outside of your family. 

c) And this is what is wrong with everyone you don’t know—this is what is wrong with 
our city, our state, our country, and our world! 

d) No one escapes this.  Not ____________________ or ____________________ that we talked about 
our first time together.  No human being stops sinning against God; and then their 
family members; and then people they don’t even know! 

e) No one is born with a heart that is anything but evil!  We are all born blind! 

I. Well, that’s not completely true.  There is one human who wasn’t born with an evil heart.  
There is one who could see.  There is one who didn’t sin against God in his life, who didn’t 
sin against the members of his family, and who didn’t sin against anyone outside of his 
family. 

A. Know who that is? 
B. Next week we’ll talk about how to fix things! 

But for now, remember who you are—a creature of God made in his image.  And remember where you 
are—in his GOOD creation with a job to do:  take care of it for him.  Then you will know what is wrong 
with everything—sin! 

And remember this:  everyone is born blind.  

But it all gets fixed!  We’ll talk about that next week. 
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Session 4 Summary: 

IV. What’s the remedy? 

They speak 

A. What have you been told (by parents, friends, teachers, TV) will fix the things that are 
wrong around us? 

B. What have you been told (by parents, friends, teachers, TV) will fix the things that are 
wrong in your life? 

C. What do you think—were they right?   Has it worked for you?  Has it worked for them? 

God speaks 

D. The Bible tells us clearly in the beginning, when things went wrong, that God was going to 
fix it. 

E. God sent Jesus to do just that—to fix it—and he did! 
F. Jesus began the work to fix everything, and someday in the future he will come to complete 

his work. 
G. In the meantime, we have a job to do:  grow to look like Jesus! 
H. This is a tall order, but God has given us all the help we need to do it:  the Holy Spirit! 
I. Though this work of becoming like Jesus doesn’t start with your Confirmation, your 

Confirmation is a clear statement to all that you have taken this work on! 
J. So, together in the community of other Christians and with the help of the Holy Spirit, we 

are all on the way to becoming more and more like the one who fixed it all for us—Jesus 
Christ! 
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IV. “What’s the remedy?” 

OK, we’re almost done!  We’ve covered a lot of ground together these last 3 weeks.  Two more sessions 
to go!  Just to jog your memory, here’s what we’ve talked about together:   

 Last time we all talked about what’s wrong with things around us. 
 And then we talked about what’s wrong with our lives.  Remember? 
 Then we talked about what God says is the reason things are wrong—sin. 
 Remember, the Bible tells us that we have rejected God as our God, and we try to make our 

own god—we make someone or something other than God the most famous person in our 
lives. 

 And everybody does this.  All of the people we know and all we don’t know. 
 Before that we talked about all the places we’ve lived, and where we’d like to live. 
 We talked about how we sometimes feel like we don’t belong here.  Remember? 
 We also talked about what God has to say about where we are. 
 We talked about how God made all of this for us, and that it was good, and that we should feel 

at home here all the time.  Remember? 
 But because of what we talked about last time—sin—we sometimes feel like we don’t belong 

here.  That’s the real reason we don’t feel at home from time to time. 
 Remember back to our first time together, we talked about what other people have said about 

the meaning of life, and we talked about what we thought life was all about?   
 And then we talked about what God says life is all about.  Remember?   
 God says our lives are all about glorifying him, about making him famous.   
 That’s how he made us.  God made us to glorify him, to make him famous, but he lets us choose 

to glorify him or to make someone or something else famous instead.  Remember? 
 That’s because he made us free to choose.   
 And so: 

o If we glorify God, we can seek abundant life. 
o And we can feel more at home in the creation that he made for us. 
o If we glorify someone or something else, we always seek something less. 
o That’s the beginning of our sin—we reject God. 
o And, when we do that, when we sin, we will feel more homeless in the true home God made 

for us. 
 And we talked about how we sometimes forget about all of this—we forget who we are, where 

we are, and what’s really wrong with anything in our lives. 

OK, so what can we do about all of this?  Tonight we’re going to talk about how to fix things.  We’re 
going to talk about all the “fixes” that people have come up with to make everything better in life.  Try 
to remember all the things you’ve been told; and try to think of all the things you’ve thought would 
make life better for you and the people you love. 

Just like before, I’ll ask some questions and everybody gets to answer.  Remember these questions don’t 
have right or wrong answers, just your answers.  Be yourself.  Like before, I’ll talk about what God has 
told us about some of the things we talk about at first. 

A. OK, so let’s get it going.  What are some of the things you’ve heard people say will fix 
all the stuff in life?   

1. I’ll start it out!  I’ve heard so many people say “We need to get the country back to the 
basics” (or something like that, something you have heard people commonly think will 
improve everyone’s lot in life—your call; just get them going.  This is a general question, 
one that sets up a more personal one to come.) 



Grace Anglican Community 
 

Confirmation Catechism Summer 2013 27 

2. So, what have you heard?  What have people (parents, friends, teachers, TV, etc.) told 
you will fix things right?   

3. Here’s a different question:  what do you think people in America think in general will 
fix things right? 

4. And what do you think people here in Katy say is what we really need to set things 
right? 

B. Let’s get more personal, now.  Let’s talk about what we’ve been told will fix things in 
our lives. 

1. Let me tell you what I was always told—go to college and then get a good job!  (Or 
whatever you were told that you later found to be off the mark.  Just set the tone so that 
later, you can circle back to show how this was not the remedy it was thought to be.) 

2. What about you?  What have you been told (by parents, friends, teachers, TV) that you 
need to do to fix things in your life? 

C. OK, so we’ve all been told by some people that are really close to us and by others less 
close to us what we need to fix things in our lives.  It’s called “advice!” 

1. So, did you take their advice?  Why or why not?  

2. Did it work for you? 

3. Do you think these people have taken their own advice?   

4. Has it worked for them? 

So it looks like the whole world has some people in it who are ready to give us advice about how to fix 
up our lives!  We’ve also talked about what people think it will take to get everyone’s life all fixed up.   

By now in our discussions you should see pretty well that God thinks things need fixing up too!  We 
spent time last week talking about that, and today we’re going to look at what God thinks will fix 
things up.  But God’s not going to give us some new advice; he’s already told us what we need to do—
make him the most famous person in our lives.  Remember that God has told us that it is our sin that 
has messed up all the good things.  And our sin is that we choose something other than him to be 
God—we make someone else or something else the most famous in our lives.  And when we do that, we 
reject him as God, even though he is just that—God.  No matter how you look at it, only God is God.  We 
either accept that, or we reject that. 

So when we sin, when we make someone or something else the most famous in our lives,  we don’t want 
God to be God, even though that is the way it is.  And that is the bad news—we don’t want God to be 
God, but only God can be God.  That’s what’s wrong with everything around us, and everything that’s 
wrong in our lives! 

Now we’ll talk about some good news:  God’s fixed all that!  Yep, God has fixed what is really wrong 
with everything!  He didn’t give us any advice and tell us to go fix things!  Instead, he fixed them all for 
us.   

D. Let’s go back to Genesis 3, back to the part where God reads everyone the “riot act” 
after they all sinned.  He starts out with the serpent, because it was this creature that 
started it all: 

14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you above all livestock 
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    and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
    and you shall bruise his heel.”  (Gen 3:14-15 ESV) 

1. This is one of the things that is so amazing about God, just one of the things that makes 
him God—just as he’s giving everyone what they deserved for messing things up, he 
already has a fix in mind! 

a) So you know that the serpent was the one we call Satan, the devil, the tempter, and 
the deceiver (Rev 12:9, 14, 15; 20:2).   

(1) And that’s just what he did here—he tempted Eve by deceiving her. 

(2) This is what the devil does all the time—he tempts us by deceiving us. 

(a) He deceives us by showing us something truly beautiful that we know we 
are not supposed to have. 

(b) Then he tempts us by telling us that we really should have it, that we really 
can have it. 

(3) The devil does that to me, and he does that to you.  It’s how he works and it is 
how he has always worked. 

b) Now God’s not telling Satan that he’s going to be a snake forever for doing what he 
did; but he is telling him that things are definitely not going to get better for him.   

(1) And God’s not telling Satan that he’s going to crawl on his belly and eat dust. 

(2) But God is telling Satan that it will be for him as if he did—Satan is to become 
the lowest and the most despised creature in all of God’s creation.  At least as far 
as God is concerned. 

2. And then God tells Satan how it’s going to be for him as time goes by: 

a) First, Satan will not get along with people; instead, he will experience “enmity” with 
them.  That means they will hate each other. 

(1) There’s more here than may meet the eye. 

(2) Satan, and evil in general, is never about love. 

(a) You may have heard something like “the love of money is [a] the root of all 
evil” (1 Tim 6:10).  And that is absolutely true. 

(b) Let me suggest that it isn’t the love of money so much that lies as a root of 
evil as it is the hatred of not having enough money. 

(c) Really, the root of all evil is the hatred of not having what we think we 
should have. 

(d) That it looks like love to us is a deceit.  And guess where that comes from? 

(3) That’s what the Bible means when it tells us that God placed “enmity” between 
Eve and the serpent, and between their kids. 
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(a) Remember that God is love (1 John 4:8, 16).   

(b) What the Bible is telling us in this verse in Genesis is that Satan and 
humankind are bound together only by hatred, not love.   

(c) That’s because God is not in the relationship between Satan and humankind. 

(d) When we sin, we do as Satan would have us do; God has nothing to do with 
it. 

(e) So, there’s never any love in sin.  Never, ever. 

(4) It may look like love, but remember, Satan is a deceiver, and he’s good enough at 
it to make hatred look like love. 

b) Second, God gives the serpent (Satan) the really bad news. 

(1) Someday, one of Eve’s kids will kill the serpent.   

(2) It will start with a bruised head, something far worse than the bruised “heels” 
Satan can dish out to Eve’s kids. 

(3) Some person, some relative of Eve’s is going to strike the serpent’s (Satan’s) 
head, a mortal blow. 

c) God is telling the serpent (Satan) that his days are numbered! 

E. The offspring of Eve who delivered that mortal blow to Satan is Jesus Christ! 

1. The Bible is real clear on that:  it shows how Jesus can be traced right back to Adam and 
Eve (Luke 3:23-38).   

2. And Jesus told us that he came just for that purpose, to bruise Satan’s head, to “cast him 
out” of the big picture of life (John 12:31). 

a) This was the beginning of the end of Satan and sin (John 16:11; Col 2:13-15). 

b) And Jesus showed us this before he was crucified by overpowering Satan’s demons 
and throwing them out of people brought before him (Mark 1:21-28; 5:1-20: 7:24-
30; 9:14-29). 

c) And he told everyone this is exactly what he was doing! (Mark 3:22-27; Matt 9:32-
34, 12:22-30; Luke 11:14-23). 

3. But the battle with sin and its author, Satan, is not over yet! (Rom 16:20; Eph 6:10-20) 

4. Satan’s head is mortally bruised (Heb 2:14; 10:11-13), but he is not yet dead (1 Pet 5:8)! 

F. But that is just a matter of time:  the Bible tells us that someday Satan will be finished, 
and with him so will sin! 

1. In Revelation 19 and 20, the Bible tells us how Satan meets his end.  And it’s not a good 
one!   

2. How would you like to spend eternity in a lake of fire?  Not me! 

3. But that’s where Satan winds up (Rev 20:10). 

4. And it’s after Jesus comes back for us all!  (Rev 19:11-16). 

5. When will that happen?  No one knows, not even Jesus (Mark 13:32)! 

6. So, we must always be prepared, just like Jesus warns us (Mark 13:33-37). 
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7. Just remember this—EVERYTHING gets fixed.  EVERYTHING (Rev 21:1-7). 

G. But in the meantime, we all have a job to do:  we have to work to be like Jesus! 

1. That’s right, we have to be like Jesus!  We have to live our lives so that they look like the 
life that Jesus led.   

2. That’s what it means to be a Christian—we have to look like Jesus! 

3. So, what does a life that looks like Jesus look like?  Here’s what the Bible says are the 
marks of a true Christian (Rom 12:9-21): 

a) Love without being hypocritical; love truly and completely 
b) Abhor what is evil; just stay away from bad stuff that comes from sin 
c) Cling to what is good; hold on to the good stuff of your true home, the creation 
d) Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; always be in Christian community  
e) Give preference to one another in honor; let others shine and encourage them  
f) Diligently and fervently serve the Lord in the spirit; develop your spirituality and use 

it to serve others 
g) Rejoice in hope; be joyful, because God is fixing what is wrong  
h) Persevere in tribulation; stay with Jesus when it gets tough  
i) Be devoted to prayer; you can’t live this sort of life without prayer 
j) Contribute to the needs of other Christians; always help your brothers and sisters  
k) Practice hospitality; welcome others into your Christian community  
l) Bless those who persecute you—bless and do not curse them; this is hard, but love 

your enemies, just like Jesus did 
m) Rejoice with those who rejoice; encourage others when they have good news  
n) Weep with those who weep; console others when they have bad news  
o) Be of the same mind toward other Christians; don’t play favorites   
p) Do not be haughty; don’t be proud—it’s a sin! 
q) Associate with the lowly; don’t let society define other people—Jesus loves everyone! 
r) Do not be wise in your own estimation; don’t think of yourself as so smart  
s) Never pay back evil for evil to anyone; just don’t mess with evil!  
t) Respect what is right in the sight of all men; be respectful of others, always  
u) So far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men; as best you can, get along with 

everyone!  
v) Never take your own revenge; don’t try to “get even” 
w) Leave room for the wrath of God, for it belongs to him alone; let God be the judge 
x) If your enemy is hungry, feed him; just do it! 
y) If your enemy is thirsty, give him a drink; and this too! 
z) Do not be overcome by evil; when evil comes your way, and it will, don’t play into it 
aa) Overcome evil with good; instead, do good in the midst of evil 

H. If you are honest with yourself, you will look at this list and say “there is no way I can 
do all of that!”   

1. And you would be absolutely right!  You can’t! 

2. None of us can do these things; none of us can live this sort of life on our own! 

3. But God has thought of that, and helps us when we admit truly that we see what we 
need to do but don’t feel like doing it! 

4. This is how Jesus wants us to live.  He knows we can’t do it on our own, so he’s given us 
the Holy Spirit to help us to live this way (John 14:15-17), and the Holy Spirit is inside of 
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you, right now, this very moment; and he will stay there until you die and join Jesus face 
to face! 

5. That’s not my promise—that comes straight from the mouth of Jesus Christ! (John 14:18-
21)  

I. Though this work of becoming like Jesus doesn’t start with your Confirmation, your 
Confirmation is a clear statement to all of us in the Grace community that you have 
taken this work on! 

1. You must understand:  none of us live this sort of life perfectly. 

2. And neither will you. 

3. But, we are all committed to doing the best we can to live into it and to live it out, here 
and now. 

4. This is what Christians call the Way; this is the way to live now, and eternally! 

J. So, together in the community of other Christians and with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
we are all on this Way to becoming more and more like the one who fixed it all for 
us—Jesus Christ! 

1. With your Confirmation you will make a public statement that you too are on the Way 
with us! 

2. And from this time together, I want you to remember these things, especially when you 
encounter trouble, for you will encounter trouble! 

a) First and foremost, remember this:  33 I've told you all this so that trusting me, 
you will be unshakable and assured, deeply at peace.  In this godless world 
you will continue to experience difficulties.  But take heart!  I've conquered 
the world.  This is straight from the mouth of Jesus Christ and you can find it here:   
John 16:33 (MSG—The Message).  When you experience trouble, remember Jesus 
said you would and said you can have his peace in the midst of it because he has 
overcome the world! 

b) Second, remember who you are:  one of God’s creatures, made in his image to take 
care of his creation and to make him the most famous person in your life! 

c) Third, remember where you are:  you’re in the GOOD creation that is your home, 
and that you were made to take care of.  You are always at home; and so you must 
always take good care of it! 

d) Fourth, remember what’s wrong with things:  Sin!  We were made to make God 
famous and to take care of his GOOD creation.  But we decided to do something else, 
something less than what we were made to do.  That’s because we can choose!  So, 
now, remembering who we are and where we are, we choose to do what God made us 
to do:  obey him, make him famous, and take care of his GOOD creation.  Anything else 
is a sin! 

e) And fifth, remember that God has fixed all of things that are wrong.  But for now, 
people still choose to sin and the GOOD creation suffers from it.  So do we, 
sometimes!  Someday there will be no more sin, no more bad choices.  Until then, we 
have a job to do:  live our lives like Jesus!  Jesus has fixed everything and we must try as 
hard as we can to live just like he did.  It will be hard, but we have help:  the Holy 
Spirit, living inside of us! 
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So, we’re done.  You will be confirmed in two weeks!  You will publicly join us as we all seek to live the 
Way God would have us live, the Way we were made to live.  This is the Way we’ll live forever!  Like us, 
you’ll stumble from time to time.  And like us, you’ll get back up, confess you’ve stumbled, and then 
press on with all of us and all of the Christians who have gone before us! 

This life we are seeking to lead, this is true life; this is abundant life!  Embrace it and live into it so that 
like St. Paul you will be able to say 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith.  8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all 
who have loved his appearing.  2 Timothy 4:7-8 (ESV). 

“…all who have loved his appearing”—that’s you; that’s me! 

Let’s go now; we’re on the Way, together! 


