	
   	
  

Doublemix In Situ No. 9, 2016. Dennis Darzacq, Anne Lüneman. Courtesy of DeSoto Gallery. Booth N-302

PULSE MIAMI BEACH 2016 HIGHLIGHTS
On behalf of PULSE Miami Beach, we are pleased to announce this year's fair highlights and must-see
artworks. PULSE opens at its Indian Beach Park home on Thursday, December 1 with its signature
Private Preview Brunch from 10am to 1pm followed by the Young Collectors Cocktails from 5pm to
7pm. In continuing its tradition of strong programming, all within PULSE this year are - a fresh group of
digital works in its PLAY platform, a comprehensive collection of performance-related works in
PROJECTS, a new PERSPECTIVES partnership with The Creators Project that visualizes the artist
experience and PAMM Picks, a curatorial exploration of works through the lens of the Perez Art Museum
Miami.
PRIZE, a PULSE tradition since 2006, is a jury-awarded cash grant presented directly to an artist of
distinction who will be chosen from a solo presentation by an IMPULSE exhibitor at the fair. This season’s
PULSE PRIZE will be juried by a group of rising stars in the industry including Rocio Aranda-Alvarado,
Curator at El Museo del Barrio; Rozalia Jovanovic, Editor in Chief of artnet News; Justine Ludwig,
Director of Exhibitions and Senior Curator at Dallas Contemporary; and Bahia Ramos, Arts Program
Director of the Knight Foundation.
With over 75 diverse local and international exhibitors, PULSE Miami Beach will showcase the most
stimulating examples of new and emerging art practices today. From cutting edge photography and
portraiture to textiles, neon, and metal works, strange abstractions, childlike wonders, and even work that
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embraces the grotesque, this edition of PULSE Miami Beach aims to showcase the breadth of artistic
production happening across the globe.

PULSE has long offered a broad range of photographic art and consistently exhibited rising stars within
the genre; and PULSE will once again present an overview of notable artists. This year includes
photographer Tony Gum, new to the US market and recently described by Vogue as the “Coolest Girl in
South Africa,” exhibiting with the Cape Town-based Christopher Moller Gallery. Inspired by African
street culture, film and color, this young artist explores textures and cultural tropes through her imagery.
Edward Burtynsky, one of Canada’s most celebrated and respected photographers, is exhibiting his
remarkable photographic depictions of global industrial landscapes through a coordinated effort by Bryce
Wolkowitz, Nicholas Metivier Gallery and Von Lintel Gallery. Burtynsky’s imagery explores the
collective impact we as a species have on the planet. Berlin-based WAGNER + PARTNER is exhibiting
works by accomplished photographer Erwin Olaf, whose photographs capture the emotional impact of
cultural taboo through a passion for perfect composition. Additional photography highlights can be found
at SVA Galleries, Galeria Leyendecker, Gallery Hilger NEXT and Danziger Gallery, who is bringing
works by Liz Neilson.
This year PULSE has also culled a large showing of portraiture, which in contemporary times, artists are
exploring in new methods and perspectives of the classical genre. Japanese artist Taisuke Mohri creates
delicately detailed pencil portraits overlaid with a pane of cracked glass often depicting young boys or
older men. Represented by Tokyo’s Frantic Gallery, Mohri’s work questions what is real and what is
imaginary. Pictura Gallery is showcasing Rania Matar’s “L’Enfant-Femme” series. Lebanon-based
Matar photographs teenage girls in a candid exploration of angst, confidence and the precipice of
womanhood. De Soto Gallery will be exhibiting Alma Haser’s “Cosmic Surgery” series in which the
German-born, Britain-based photographer implements folded-paper sculpture into the 2D plane of her
portraits to expand the dimensions of traditional portrait photography. By subverting notions of traditional
portraiture, she questions what identity means in a culture of visual abundance and hyper-connectivity.
Additional portraiture can be found at KLEINDIENST, Sienna Patti, and YOD Gallery.
In a moment where the anti-aesthetic feels authentic and tangible, artists are drawing inspiration from
cultural and political upheaval. Represented by Denmark’s Gallery Poulsen, Aaron Johnson creates
explosively grotesque yet somehow seductive paintings. Johnson’s subject matter consists of gnarly,
glaring monster-mash figurative imagery amid apocalyptic catastrophes. Inside the artist’s pictorial
universe, life and death, beauty and destruction, rapture and grief are not opposites but are intertwined
and mutually dependent conditions of existence. Perhaps the most visually striking work is Patricia
Piccinini’s half human, half beast figures. Exhibiting with San Francisco’s Hosfelt Gallery, Piccinini
challenges the viewer to confront the ethical dilemmas inherent in today’s medical and technological
advances, along with the imminent existence of artificial intelligence. Her work, which depicts the new
biological creatures that may emerge in the future, also grapples with the oldest and most basic
philosophical question: what does it mean to be human? Piccinini understands that we are hardwired to
distrust and dislike difference—an evolutionary survival instinct—yet she appeals to us to look at diversity
and non-conformity with empathy and even love.
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Abstraction, which in recent years has seen vast modes of expression, turns on itself at PULSE this year
with a number of artists activating quotidian things turning them into unknowable and emotional objects.
Coming all the way from Tokyo is artist duo Jun Sugiyama and Kenichi Miyazawa, better known as
magma. Showing at MA2 Gallery, the pair specializes in combining common materials from scrap wood,
electronic appliances, to resin to create intricate works of art. Robert The, presented by JHB Gallery,
finds the intersection between language and logic, literature and the everyday by transforming discarded
books and dictionaries into guns, a broom, a noose, and a variety of other universal forms. Tokyo-based
artist Jaye Moon presented by Gallery MoMo, uses LEGO blocks to construct her sculptural street art,
which serve as interactive experiences through the deconstruction and reconfiguration of the plastic toys
into objects that can easily be picked up, broken down, or rebuilt.
A number of artists presented are looking back to childhood, as a concept and a personal experience, for
artistic inspiration. Accomplished design duo Chen Chen and Kai Williams explore their inner child for a
special collaboration with New York’s kinder MODERN. Chen and Williams, who are known for their
material range and non-standard production methods, will investigate the lasting legacy of historical child
design through their ingenious contemporary lens using homasote and fiberglass. New York’s Yancey
Richardson Gallery is exhibiting Mitch Epstein’s photographs and writings, which reflect on childhood
memories and traumas in Holyoke, Massachusetts, where the artist was raised. His work is infused with a
political and social awareness, often relating to repercussions of Western cultural norms. Artist Jonathan
McCree presented by Sim Smith uses mixed materials and architectural forms to create painterly
expressions that are purposefully primitive and childlike in style. Working through abstraction and
expressionism McCree is actively trying to understand what he sees. Vane, VICTORI + MO and BEERS
London will also present pieces that confront the echoes of childhood.

PULSE continues to collaborate with Miami based cultural organizations, highlighting talent from the local
area. This year, The Knight Foundation will partner with PULSE to present Peter London Global
Dance Company; they will perform a contemporary Caribbean piece during Young Collectors Cocktails.
The National YoungArts Foundation, a nationally recognized, Miami-based foundation, will exhibit at
PULSE with a co-curated booth by Naomi Fisher (1994 YoungArts Winner in Visual Art) and Luisa
Munera, YoungArts Artistic Programs Coordinator, featuring the works of ten program alumni. On
Saturday and Sunday from 10am-12pm PULSE will host Miami Mornings where Miami-Dade residents
receive complimentary admission to the fair courtesy of Morgan Stanley. On Saturday, December 3 the
Surfrider Foundation’s Miami Chapter, an organization focused on the preservation of our oceans,
waves and beaches, will be hosting a Beach Clean Up from 10am to 12pm.
PULSE Miami Beach continues to be at the forefront of contemporary art engaging the artistic community
and market presenting a perspective of what comes next, a place to discover new works, and a platform
to connect with artists, curators and collectors. Its welcoming environment and custom designed venue
includes space for reflection and invites guest to enjoy the lounges and café areas next to the beachfront,
allowing time to digest the fair’s broad spectrum of works and points of view.
###
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ABOUT PULSE CONTEMPORARY ART FAIR
Founded in 2005, PULSE Contemporary Art Fair is an established part of the annual art calendar and is
recognized for providing its international community of emerging and established galleries with a dynamic
platform for connecting with a global audience. PULSE offers visitors an engaging environment in which
to discover and collect the most compelling contemporary art being produced today. For further
information about PULSE Contemporary Art Fair, please visit www.pulse-art.com.
PULSE Miami Beach I December 1 - 4, 2016
Indian Beach Park, 4601 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach, FL 33140
Fair Hours
Thursday, December 1
Private Preview Brunch (by VIP invitation)
Public Hours
Young Collectors Cocktails

10am - 1pm
1pm - 7pm
5pm - 7pm

Friday, December 2
Saturday, December 3
Miami Mornings
Sunday, December 4
Miami Mornings

10am - 7pm
10am - 7pm
10am - 12pm
10am - 5pm
10am - 12pm

FOLLOW US: @PULSEArtFair
JOIN IN THE CONVERSATION: #PULSEMiamiBeach16
For additional information, please contact:
Tiana Webb Evans | ESP PR | tiana@espprinc.com | +1 646-450-0787

PULSE-ART.COM | #PULSEARTFAIR | @PULSEARTFAIR

	
  

