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I.

What Faith Is

I. FAITH AS ULTIMATE CONCERN

Faith is the state of being ultimately concerned: the
dynamics of faith are the dynamics of man’s ultimate con-~
cern. Man, like every living being, is concerned about many
things, above all about those which condition his VEry ex-
istence, such as food and shelter, But man, in contrast to
other living beings, has spiritual concerns—cognitive,
aesthetic, social, political. Some of them are urgent, often
extremely urgent, and each of them as well as the vital con-
cerns can claim ultimacy for a human life or the life of a
social group. If it claims ultimacy it demands the total
surrender of him who accepts this claim, and it promises
total fulfillment even if all other claims have to be sub-
jected to it or rejected in its name. If a national group
makes the life and growth of the nation its ultimate con-
cern, it demands that all other concerns, economic well-
being, health and life, family, aesthetic and cognitive truth,
justice and humanity, be sacrificed. The extreme nation-
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