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The Tor House Spring Garden Party 2017
Sunday, May 7th 2-5 PM at Tor House
26304 Ocean View Ave, Carmel, CA 93923, 831-624-1813
Tickets at https://buy.acmeticketing.com/events/211/list
Vibrant Spring has arrived at Tor House and that means that the Annual Spring Garden Party is just around the
corner. Our annual open house is a special time for Jeffers’ fans to tour, relax, and refresh in the gardens, home,
and amazing Hawk Tower perched over the Pacific at Carmel Point.
During the Garden Party at Tor House the blooming spring gardens will be filled with art, poetry and, especially
music. Justice Post, a student at MPC, and Jane Yang will be the featured pianists at the Steinway. Local
musicians, Grace Padgett, 1st Violin; Jane Yang, 2nd Violin; Henry Loh, Viola; and Jacob Hoadley, Cello, of
the local Sea Otter Quartet will perform. They are all students of Rose Marie Dunsford. Sue Mudge from the
Carmel Bach Festival is arranging for young brass players to play from the tower and outside the gates. And, of
course, Ed Jarvis will return. His Hawk Tower performance on the bagpipes is always one of the highlights of
the Garden Party.
Beside music, there will be plein air painters, knowledgeable docents answering questions and reading poems,
and the opportunity to explore Tor House and Hawk Tower at your own pace. Photography in Tor House and
Hawk Tower is permitted only on this special day. Tea, punch, and homemade nibbles will be served in the
garden and in the Jeffers’ dining room.
Admission to the event is $15 per person. Children must be over the age of ten. Please, no pets of any age.
Weather is changeable this time of year so be prepared for bright sun, foggy breezes, or ocean mists.
Alan Stacy and Fran Vardamis
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Robinson Jeffers is always present at Tor House

And Music has always been a part of the Garden Party
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Poems by Laura Christopher Newmark
The Santa Lucias
Morning light accentuates
the contours of the range –
the sunlit eastern hillsides,
the shadowed western slopes –
all tapering toward Point Lobos,
beyond a screen of trees,
where the coastal mountains meet
the horizontal sea.
September-October 2013

Moonglow in the Garden
White in the faintly foggy night,
enmeshed in the branches
of a cypress tree,
the globe of glowing celestial light
showers moonglow on camellia leaves.
March 2017

Laura Newmark’s The Glinting Sea, Poetic Sketches and Paintings of the Monterey Peninsula, Carmel, Point
Lobos, and Big Sur is available from the Carmel Art Association, Pilgrim’s Way, or River House Books.
********************
Jeffers’ Chair
by
Daniel Williams
Two captain’s chairs
created from a single hand-hewn beam
out of the old Carmel Mission basilica
one has found its way to Tor House
black and shiny with fire incense
holiness and age
A living tree when Francis Drake
sailed by lost
this the desk chair in Hawk Tower
when men first tramped the moon
dimpling it with trash
now an empty chair sits
Pedestal for the slight weight
of a thin poet for 40 years
for the gauzy takeoff into each poem
pacing sitting writing
I slide into its worn wooden cove
a chair of comfort that fits me well
Tor House, January 20, 2009
Daniel Williams, who lives in Wawona, California, remembers “driving to Tor House while I was a
graduate student at San Jose State. That was 1986. I drove by but didn’t stop. . . . I felt it would have been
an intrusion. . . . There was a Volkswagen Beetle in the driveway with peace symbols in its side windows
and now I figure it belonged to one of the children, home from college.”
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NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS (December 2016 – March 2017)
SPONSOR MEMBERSHIPS ($100)
Carol Courtney
Eric & Teresa Del Piero
Paul Edmondson
George & Priscilla Galakatos
Michael Green
Ruth Hartmann
Tim & Susan Hunt
Richard P. Keeton

Carolyn Kleefeld
Michael and Nicki McMahan
William Ondrechen
Art & Elizabeth Pasquinelli
Peter Serchuk
Michele Serchuk
Susan Shillinglaw

COUPLE, INDIVIDUAL, DOCENT AND SENIOR MEMBERSHIPS
Jennifer Hendrickson
Joanne Ablan
Jerry Huling
Christopher Anderson-Bazzoli
Simon & Nancy Hunt
James Armstrong
Robert Keats
Barbara Babcock
Robert Kaler
Ryan Bayless
Frank and Barbara Keith
Sheila Benson
Elizabeth Kendall
Carole Brooks
Paul W. Kroll & Amy Strickland
Howard Brunn
Suzanne LaHaye
Michael & Patricia Busk
Allan Lee
Nancy Collins
Judith Lehman
Edwin P. Conquest, Jr.
Teri Lovetti
Tom & Margie Curwen
Malia MacKillop
Ed Detrixhe
Thomas McGovern
Diana Dunn
Dana G & Nancy Mead
Carole Erickson
Fred & Joanne Medero
Douglas & Nancie Ferguson
Nancy Nelson
Bill and Barbara Flanagan
Neal J. Ney
Art & Betsy Fowler
Frank Olson
Edward & Jeannie Gavrin
Malanie Onofrio
Albert & Barbara Gelpi
David W. & Nurya Love Parish
Katherina Harlow
James & Linda Paul
Bernice N. Hearn

John Petraglia
Larry & Connie Pettinger
Boyd & Lois Repsher
Richard Robbins
David Rothman
David Rutgers
Kathleen A. Schiebold
Peggy Schmidt
Raymond & Amy Sims
Janice Gleason Skow
Mr & Mrs Sherwood Smith Jr.
David Stanley/Elizabeth Holliday
Richard Stanley
Barbara Stout
Peter & Donna Thomas
Pauline Troia
Albert & Nancy Wagner
Ingrid Wekerle
Dan Williams & L. Anne Molin
William & Jan Zeigler

[Please note: listings reflect only those Lifetime memberships received since the last issue of the Newsletter, as
well as new and renewed memberships for the same period. Generally, the Spring Issue lists memberships,
and contributions, for December, January, February, and March. There are no listings in the Summer Issue
because of space constraints (Poetry Prize winners are published in the Summer Issue). The Fall Issue
contains memberships that fall between April and August of any given year and the Winter Issue lists
September through November memberships.]
Save the dates: 2017 FALL FESTIVAL, October 6 - October 8. The theme will be announced shortly.
Keep up to the minute with the Tor House website at www.torhouse.org.
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CONTRIBUTIONS (December 2016 – March 2017)
Contribution ($7,500)
Anonymous gift in support of the Tor House Gardens
Contribution ($4,000)
John Varady in support of the Tor House Annual Prize for Poetry
Contribution ($1,000)
Carol Courtney and the Headley Families, in memory of John Courtney
Joanne Medero
Don and Laura Newmark
Alice Phelan Sullivan Corporation
Contributions ($500 to $999)
James and Paula Karman
Lacy Buck in support of the Poetry Prize
Contributions ($100-$499)
Community Foundation for Monterey County
Nancie Ferguson, in memory of Owen Greenan
Bernice Hearn, in memory of Henry William Hearn
Rob Kafka
Sheila Kiernan, in memory of Garth Jeffers
Monterey Ski and Social Club
Timothy and Jane Sanders
Elliot Ruchowitz-Roberts
Deborah Sharp
Fran Vardamis, in memory of Alex Vardamis
Contributions (to $99)
Mary Aldinger
Jay and Chloe Dolata
Ruth S. Hartmann
Jonathan Horton
Frank and Barbara Keith, in honor of Lindsay Jeffers
Carolyn Kleefeld
Roland and Martha Mace
Michael and Nicki McMahan
Esther Medina
Frank Olson
Boyd and Lois Repsher
Phil Scurich
Deborah Sharp
Sony Pictures
___________________________________________________________________________

Call For Docents: The Tor House Foundation urgently needs volunteers to staff our various functions.
Tour Docents are needed, but so are Book Store Docents, and Gardening Docents. Query at the TH
Office or ask any docent at the Garden Party or during weekend tours. Give a gift of time and talent!
Sign up now!
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The following article appeared on March 10, 2017 in the Hellenic News [https://hellenicnews.com]. Inspired and
informed by the most recent RJA Conference, it is reprinted here with permission of the author, Lili Bita, actress and
Jeffers critic/commentator and performer. Ms. Bita is the Hellenic News’ Cultural Affairs Correspondent.
*******

The American Bard Inspired by Classical Greece
I have just returned from California, where I attended the twenty-third annual conference of the Robinson Jeffers
Association, which honors and examines the work of one of America’s greatest poets. Of all those in this illustrious line,
Jeffers was the most inspired by classical Greek themes, literature, and culture.
Jeffers himself was likened to the great figures of ancient Greece, including Homer and Sophocles, both during and after
his lifetime (1887-1962). He was born near Pittsburgh, but lived almost all his adult life on the central California coast,
the region of rugged hills and cliffs he depicted in his poetry. His father, an Old Testament scholar, personally taught him
Latin and Greek, and had him educated in the best schools of Switzerland and Germany; at eighteen, he graduated from
Occidental College in Glendale, California, which now houses a major collection of his papers and where this year’s
Jeffers conference was set.
With his young wife, Una, Jeffers discovered and settled in Carmel, where he built a stone house and tower, and lived for
the rest of his life. His narrative poetry, set in California but adapting Greek themes, made a sensation when first
published. Leading American photographers such as Edward Weston came to make portraits of him, and he was featured
on the cover of Time Magazine. His home overlooking the Pacific is now preserved by a trust, and the Polish Nobel Prize
laureate Czeslaw Milosz has said of him that his work—as immortal as the Greeks!—would be read as long as the English
language endured.
Jeffers made many adaptations of Greek drama, including the Oresteia of Aeschylus and The Bacchae and Hippolytus of
Euripides. Most famous was his adaptation of Euripides’ Medea, commissioned by the actress Judith Anderson,
performed to great success and acclaim on Broadway in the late 1940s, and revived in the 1980s with Zoe Caldwell in the
title role and Dame Judith, then in her eighties, playing the role of the Nurse. It was at that time that I had the great good
fortune of meeting both Dame Judith and Caldwell, and performing my own interpretation of Medea for them. I still have
the bottle of whiskey we shared to celebrate the occasion, which took place at an event honoring Jeffers. It was certainly a
highlight of my own life.
Jeffers’ own wife, Una, was a constant inspiration of his work, and their marriage of nearly forty years was full of its own
drama. Drawing on the three-volume collection of their letters edited by the Greek-American scholar and Jeffers
biographer, James Karman, and published by Stanford University Press, I chose a range of Una’s letters to portray her as a
lover, a mother, and a muse to perform at this year’s Jeffers conference. They reveal a complicated and formidable
personality who had much to give, but who also demanded much in return. I found great strength in Una’s ability to cope
with difficulty and loss, inspiration in her keen response to the people, places, and natural world around her, and courage
in the fortitude with which she bore her final illness. Jeffers often acknowledged the role she played in his art, and much
of her personality clearly went into his fictional heroines, including his Greek ones.
Jeffers himself had a deep affinity with the women of Greek drama. One of the figures he most closely identified with
was the Trojan princess Cassandra, the prophetess whose fate it was never to be believed. Here is his late poem for her:
Cassandra
The mad girl with the staring eyes and long white fingers
Hooked in the stones of the wall,
The storm-wrack hair and the screeching mouth: does it matter, Cassandra,
Whether the people believe
Your bitter fountain? Truly men hate the truth; they’d liefer
Meet a tiger on the road.
Therefore the poets honey their truth with lying; but religionVenders and political men
Pour from the barrel, new lies on the old, and are praised for kindly
Wisdom. Poor bitch, be wise.
No, you’ll still mumble in a corner a crust of truth, to men
And gods disgusting.—You and I, Cassandra
[The editorial staff of the Tor House Newsletter welcomes Jeffers-related announcements, and poems and essays for publication consideration.
Please address submissions to Newsletter Editor, Tor House Foundation, PO Box 2713, Carmel, CA 93921 and/or fdv528@comcast.net.]
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NEWS AND NOTES
After being removed for refurbishment and updating, the Tor House Foundation Docent Recognition Board is once again
hanging proudly in the Docent Office. Erin Carey, Nancy Hunt, and Simon Hunt worked to gather all the relevant
information. The Board now features a new category of recognition: the Dziedzic-Rogers Circle, honoring 30 years of
service and named for its first two members, Mary-Jane Dziedzic and Jo Rogers. Nancy and Simon Hunt
(Simon_Hunt@msn.com) donated the costs of updating the Board and will adjust it annually so that it remains accurate.
At this year’s Docent Christmas Party, the Foundation celebrated the 30 years of service of Mary Jane Dziedzic and Jo
Rogers. Do you enjoy the Garden Party? Thank Jo Rogers, the soul and inspiration for our endeavor.
This season has been a difficult one for the Central Coast of California. The good news is that there has been no
substantial damage to the Tor House property. Jeffers chose his location well and even if “a light earthquake … might
dance the house” from time to time, “no harm done.” But fire and storm can be “devils,” too. As you might have seen in
the media, the fires of summer gave way to this winter’s torrential rains. Some, within the Tor House Foundation
“family,” lost much. Particularly affected has been, and is, the South Coast and Big Sur. Landslides and damage to the
Pfeiffer Canyon Bridge effectively cut Big Sur off both from north and south. For months to come a precarious footpath,
open only to residents, will be the only way to traverse the gap. The major state parks, in this area that depends on
tourism, are closed, as are many of the beloved Big Sur restaurants. Of particular interest to Jeffers’ fans is the Deetjens
Big Sur Inn which suffered considerable damage to its historic cabins. For more on this tragedy, see the website:
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/03/16/love-big-sur-history-consider-adopting-deetjens-inn-devastated-by-storm/.
The richly illustrated history, Big Sur Inn: The Deetjen Legacy (2006) by the late Anita Alan chronicles the deep
friendship between the poet and the immigrant innkeeper from Bergen, Norway. It is available on Amazon.com.
FOOTPRINTS
It is with great sadness that we note the passing of Virginia Woodward Stone, who died in Carmel on November 17th at
the age of 99. One of the early ones, she, during her long and fulfilling life, found time to volunteer her many talents to
Tor House. For her example, we are indeed grateful.
Tor House mourns the passing of Cynthia Saxon, a good friend to all who knew her and a loyal supporter of the
Foundation. Her son, Aaron Yoshinobu is well known to the Jeffers community for his scholarly work on Tor House.
On January 14, Kevin Starr, California historian and the author of an 8-volume history of the state, Americans and the
California Dream, died in San Francisco. He was 76. Jeffers career and his poetry is featured throughout his epic work.
Those fortunate enough to be present at the 1998 Tor House Festival Banquet will not forget Starr’s presentation on
“California’s Great and Enduring Poet” that, in the word’s of then-president John Hicks, “celebrated Jeffers as poet of
bold epic purpose, of classic statue….[Starr] also included analyses of Jeffers attitude on War as penetrating as any we
have heard.”
Finally, in this sad season, the Jeffers community must note the passing, at her home in Maui, of Paula Merwin, cofounder of the Merwin Conservancy and wife of W.S. Merwin, friend of the Jeffers community and former Poet Laureate
of the United States. Jeffers followers, and your editor and her late husband, remember well and have often remarked on
her great warmth and kindness, especially during the 2007 Robinson Jeffers Association Conference at the University of
Hawaii. More on Paula Merwin and the Conservancy can be found at merwinconservancy.org.
_____________________

The Last Word from Jeffers
[Jeffers was skeptical about Highway 1, The Coast Road, when it was built. As in so much, his prescience is duly noted.]
THE COAST-ROAD
A horseman high alone as an eagle on the spur of the mountain over Mirmas Canyon draws rein, looks down
At the bridge-builders, men, trucks, the power-shovels, the teeming end of the new coast-road at the mountain's base.
He sees the loops of the road go northward, headland beyond headland, into gray mist over Fraser's Point,
He shakes his fist and makes the gesture of wringing a chicken's neck, scowls and rides higher. . . .
From “The Coast-Road” Such Counsels You Gave to Me. [Hunt, Vol 2, p. 522]
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Officers: 2017
President: Vince Huth
Vice President: Elliot Ruchowitz-Roberts
Secretary: Laura Courtney Headley
Treasurer: Arthur Pasquinelli
Legal Counsel: Aengus Jeffers
Board Members:
Lacy Williams Buck
Rob Kafka
Stuart Crymes
James Karman
Gere diZerega
George Lober
Amy Essick
Jean O’Brien
Simon Hunt
Norris Pope
Lindsay Jeffers
Deborah Sharp

Alan Stacy
Lynn Stralem
John Varady
Fran Vardamis
Christopher Williams

Administrative Assistant: Erin Carey
Docent Liaison: Open
Newsletter Editor: Fran Vardamis
Webmaster: Alice Englander
Tor House Office (831) 624-1813 - Fax (831) 624-3696
e-mail: thf@torhouse.org
website: www.torhouse.org
Office Open Mon.-Thurs. 9-1
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please check one:








Full-time student/TH Docent
$15.00
Senior
25.00
Individual
40.00
Couple
50.00
Sponsor
100.00
Patron
250.00
Lifetime
1000.00
My payment for $_______is enclosed.

Please make check payable to:
TOR HOUSE FOUNDATION
Mail to: PO Box 2713, Carmel, CA 93921
Your contribution assists in the preservation of the
unique home of the poet, Robinson Jeffers, and in
community outreach programs.

Name:______________________________________

Membership benefits include:
Free tours of Tor House
 10% discount on merchandise
 Advance invitations to coming events
 Quarterly newsletter


Address:____________________________________
City:__________________ State:______ Zip:______
Tel/FAX:___________________________________
e-mail:_____________________________________

.

ROBINSON JEFFERS
TOR HOUSE FOUNDATION
Tel: (831)624-1813  Fax: (831)624-3696

thf@torhouse.org

www.torhouse.org

