
binocle 
meets the 

illustrator

In this Series, Binocle tries to grasp 
the core of what an illustrator in-
spires and thrives in 10 questions. 

I discovered Mohammad Barrangi’s work at the 2018 Bologna 
Children’s Book fair and was instantly charmed by the mix of vi-
sual references, the printing and the sober, somehow melancho-
lic colours. He showed a couple of prints, one of a small girl in 
a large dress. She instantly reminded me of Frida Khalo, in how 
she dressed and how she self consciously looked in the public’s 
eye. Although Mohammad Barrangi does not make any refferen-
ce to this artist in the interview, I found it a curious coincidence 
that both Khalo and Barrangi have a fysical handicap which does 
not prevent them from doing what they do, but on the contrary 
strenghtens them to make art. The prints of Barrangi have an 
ancient look and feel as if they come from a far away land and 
time. Barrangi works with a main figure in a framed setting, 
surrounded by other, sometimes strange charachters, as if he 
found his inspiration in the famous Bayeux Tapistery where the 
same ingredients are being 
used. 

1. What inspired you to 
make the drawings you 
showed in Bologna? What 
was your source of inspi-
ration?

my illustrations are a part of 
my life and I illustrate my life 
in conjunction with color and 
eastern mood. I do so by using 
Persian types and transferring 
them on my handmade papers. 
I depict my feelings. I recently 
knew an Argentinian poet, Mariel Zucchi. She writes poem based 
on my illustration. 
The Children’s Book Fair at Bologna and other festivals like this 
are a great opportunity for people like me who have never had a 
book published.  This competition was worth it because at least I 
could show my work to a hugh (professional) public and it had 
good feedback.

2. what do you do besides your art that inspires you?

my life may be different to others because of my disability. But it 
doesn`t have any limitation on me. I am an athlete, a runner. I gained 
4 world championship medals. Considering my physical situation, 
I learned to fight and try for my life. Art and sport beside of each 
other… I spend my time on art whenever I don`t exercise. They are 
both connected to each other and created me, Mohammad Barrangi.

3. Is there an artist that inspires you or whose work helped 
you to find your own visual language?

yes, but not any specific person. I was born in a northern city of 
Iran. This city is full of old wall paintings from a long time ago. They 
inspire me enormously. In general, I don`t have any hero in my life, in 
art or even in sport. I inspire myself. I think the most beautiful visual 
language is emotion.

4. Where do you work? Do You 
have an atelier of your own?

I am an immigrant and it is about 
a year that I live at Wakefield, a 
northern city of England. I have 
a studio at a Art-House organiza-
tion. I have my own space. I used 
to work every day and I enjoy this.

5. How do you process an idea 
into an illustration?

I grow an object on my mind and 
then make a preliminary sketch on paper. After that I start writing 
by Persian traditional calligraphy pen and ink. It might be any letter 
at the moment. I make my characters, then I make a copy on them 
by photocopier machine. The next step is adding color by collage 
technique. In the end I make another copy of the final character and 
print it on paper by painting thinner.
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9. What do you find essential in an illustration?

I always wanted to have a sign of me in my illustration. This would 
be my culture or a subject in my characters that comes from me, 
combined with lines. I always believe that viewers might not have the 
opportunity to travel to other countries but I make this possible for 
them: they can see Iran through my work.

10. Are there any artist-illustrators that you love and you 
want us to know about?

I love to give you three artists that are 
so precious to me. Not only because of 
their good work. I deeply believe that, ra-

ther than being a good artist, being a good person is really valuable. 
It will definitely have a good impact on their works. I learned from 
them to be good: Vive Noor, Anastasia Arkhipova, Roger De Mello.

“I believe the most beautiful visual 
language is emotion”

6. Are there themes (or colors, compositions, perspecti-
ves) that you especially love to work with? Could you say 
what is typical about your work? How would you describe 
your style? Which media do you work with?

I love repetition and mirroring in my works. I think it comes from 
my background and my interest to Persian rugs which have mirro-
ring in their composition and creatures. Also using sharp colors 
in Indian and Persian patterns.

7. Is there a purpose when you 
make an illustration? What do 
you aim at (if anything?)

of course there is. I always depict my issues. Most of my charac-
ters have not hands because I have not too. War is just a slogan 
for me and I think it is planned before it is happening. it is just a 
game between politicians. I combine it with my mood. 
Women, I used to make a story on my mind which has woman on 
its first role. Woman is a symbol of mother and calmness and I try 
to show this on my works. The combination of imaginary crea-
tures with woman`s head. I have never realized why I do this.  But 
mother and woman are really holly for me.

8. Do you have a reader in mind when you work? what does 
this reader look like?

my reader is a part of me. He is disabled and also a person who is 
faced with so many hardships in his life. He wants to be in his own 
reality. This reader doesn`t ignore my feelings and he loves my 
works. Because he knows I made everything for him. This reader is 
a part of me. I am that reader.

Do you want to know more? 
Follow Mohammad Bar-
rangi on Facebook, or Buy the 
summer edition of Pressing 
Matters Magazine. 


