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A BREIF INTRODUCTION TO DHAKA
Dhaka is the capital and largest city in Bangladesh: a hub
of the nation’s industrial, commercial, educational and political activities, as well as its art and culture scenes. One
of the most densely populated and fastest growing mega-cities in the world, Dhaka has an estimated population
of nearly 20 million, which swells daily with commuters,
visiting business associates and tourists, all of who contribute to this bustling city’s charm, characterised by its
busy urban life and versatile culture, including its growing
contemporary arts scene which remains firmly rooted in
this young country’s dynamic and inter-connected culture.
Although Dhaka’s history as an urbanised settlement
stretches back to the 4th century, it was not until 1610
that it received its first principal status when the Mughals
transferred their capital from Rajmahal to Dhaka. During
the city’s Mughal period, Dhaka became a chief commercial emporium and an important hub for the world-wide
muslin and silk trade. Between 1905 and 1912, Dhaka was
the capital of British Eastern Bengal, and after the Partition of British India in 1947, became the administrative
capital of East Pakistan. In 1948, the Pakistan government
declared Urdu to be the federal language of Pakistan,
a stand viewed by those in East Pakistan as an attempt
to suppress their culture. In response, they demanded
that their language, Bengali, also be given federal status
alongside Urdu and English. Later that year, when the
Bengali script was removed from East Pakistan’s currency
and stamps, the Language Movement was formed. Then,
following the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971, Dhaka
emerged as the capital of an independent Bangladesh.
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Dhaka’s Mughal and British monuments speak of its history, its mosques and Hindu and Buddhist temples of its
spiritual side, and its thriving arts and restaurant scene—
and ever-expanding road network—of the city’s future direction. While it can be an overwhelming place for those
exploring its overcrowded streets for the first time, given
time, Dhaka’s unique charm will slowly reveal itself and
you will undoubtedly begin to feel part of the Bangladeshi
culture.
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Muzharul Islam, College of Arts and Crafts, Dhaka. Image credit: Randhir Singh

ARCHITECTURE
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NATIONAL PARLIAMENT HOUSE (JATIYO SANGSHAD
BHABAN)
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1225
Grounds open daily, visits to the assembly are strictly by prior
appointment Sunday to Thursday from 9:00am – 5:00pm, and all visitors
must supply a copy of their passport
Opened in 1982, the Jatiyo Sangshad Bhaban complex is one of the largest
legislative complexes in the world. Designed by American architect Louis
Kahn (b. 1901 d. 1974), in 1959, the East Pakistan government originally
approached Bangladeshi architect Muzharul Islam (b. 1923 d. 2012), but
instead, he enlisted his former teacher at Yale, Louis Kahn, to construct
a significant work for future generations. Islam, often referred to as
the Grand Master of regional modernist architecture in South Asia, and
assisted Kahn in the project.

Louis Kahn, National Parliament Building, Dhaka. Image credit: Randhir Singh
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Construction began on the complex in 1961 when Bangladesh was still
East Pakistan. Kahn saw Dhaka as a second capital, and wanted to ensure
it had the appropriate facilities to operate as such, but construction
was stopped during the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War, and was only
completed after Kahn’s untimely death in 1974.
Kahn designed the entire Jatiyo Sangsad complex, which includes lawns,
a lake and residences for the Members of the Parliament. Kahn’s design
optimises the use of space while representing Bangladeshi heritage
and culture; typifying the country as a fast-growing modern metropolis
with a modern view of the world and a cosmopolitan history. The main
assembly complex consists of nine individual blocks, eight of which are
at its periphery with the central octagonal block accommodating the
assembly chamber with a capacity of 354 seats for members. During its
construction, Bangladeshi artist, Rashid Choudhury was commissioned to
create a tapestry for the central assembly chamber.
In 1989, the assembly building received the Aga Khan Award for
Architecture. To learn more about Louis Kahn and this building, you can
watch the documentary, My Architect, created by his son on Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Mvxzb3FHws
Please Note: Foreign visitors will need prior permission to enter the
premises of the building, along with a photocopy of your passport and
around 600 BDT (approx. $7 USD) cash, for admission. To arrange a tour
requires prior permission– this is in the interest of national security and
is a non-negotiable policy. Taking pictures inside is prohibited, and the
guards will make you store your cellular phones and bags before entering.
If parliament is in session, no visitis will be allowed so it is important that
you plan your visit in advance. For further information on how to apply
for permission, you can visit the Bangaldeshi Parliament’s website:
http://www.parliament.gov.bd/index.php/en/visit-parliament
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BIATUR RAUF JAME MASJID
Baitur Rauf Mosque, Noyanogor Road, Dhaka-1230
Daily, from morning to evening prayer
Designed by architect Marina Tabassum in 2010, the Baitur Rauf Jame
Mosque was an intensely personal project. The original commission came
from Tabassum’s grandmother Sufia Khatun, in commemoration of her mother
and aunt, both of who had passed away unexpectedly. Tabassum’s design
uses vernacular construction techniques to emphasise the interplay of light
and shadow, creating an intimate space for prayer and contemplation.
Addressing the lack of community amenities in the area, the design
accommodates flexible spaces that allow the building to act not only as a
mosque, but also as a school, meeting room and children’s playground. The
Baitur Rauf Jame Mosque has achieved international recognition, most
notably in its selection as one of six recipients of the prestigious Aga Khan
Award for Architecture in 2016.
Please Note: Foreign visitors can enter mosques but to remain respectful,
you should first remove your shoes and women should cover their hair and
shoulders. At certain prayer times, not all mosques allow women to enter,
please check with a member of the mosque’s staff ahead of entering.

KAMALAPUR RAILWAY STATION
Kamalapur Rd, Dhaka-1222
Open 24 hours
Designed by American architect Robert Boughey, under East Pakistan, the
Kamalapur Railway Station is Dhaka’s central station and the largest railway
station in Bangladesh. Boughey was one of five American professors of
architecture, who taught at the Bangladesh University of Engineering and
Technology, when the university founded the program in 1962. One of the
most striking buildings in Dhaka, a flowing lotus-shaped external structure
covers all the functional buildings like a sunshade, unify the spaces beneath it.
Situated in the north-east side of Motijheel, the station was established in the
early 1960s and started its operation from 1969. We highly recommend a visit
to this station for all those interested in Modern Architecture.
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Marina Tabassum, Bait ur Rouf, Dhaka. Image credit: Randhir Singh

Robert Bougher, Kamalapur Railway Station, Dhaka. Image credit: Randhir Singh
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MARTYRED INTELLECTUALS MEMORIAL
Rayer Bazar, Mohammadpur, Dhaka – 1207
On the night of 14 December 1971, over 200 East Pakistan intellectuals
including professors, journalists, doctors, artists, engineers, and writers
were rounded up in Dhaka, and across Bangladesh, as part of Operation
Searchlight. They were blindfolded and taken to torture cells in Mirpur,
Mohammadpur, Nakhalpara, Rajarbagh and other locations across Dhaka.
They were later executed en masse, most notably at Rayer Bazar and Mirpur.
Designed by Bangladeshi architects Farid U Ahmed and Jami Al Shafi, the
site of the Martyred Intellectuals Memorial is on the old brickfield of Rayer
Bazar where one of the mass slaughters occurred. Completed in 1999, the
monument’s main element is its 17.68m high, 0.91m thick and 115.82m long
curved brick wall, representing the original brickfield, and broken at each end
to demonstrate the nations depth of grief and sorrow. The best time to visit
the memorial is just before sunset; as the sun sets through the monument’s
void, it references the Bangladeshi flag. We highly recommend visiting this
monument, but you must allocate half of your day to do so.

GULSHAN CENTRAL MOSQUE
3 Rd No 36, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Daily, from morning to evening prayer
Commonly referred to as Azad Mosque, Gulshan’s Central Mosque is a
centrally air conditioned three-storied peaceful space for those who attend
daily prayers. Designed by architect Mesbahul Kabir and opened in 1976,
the mosque sits on six acres of carefully kept gardens, but it is the buildings
striking long minaret, reminiscent of 1960’s futurism, which makes the mosque
stand out from its surrounding architecture.
Please Note: Foreign visitors can enter mosques but to remain respectful,
you should first remove your shoes and women should cover their hair and
shoulders. At certain prayer times, not all mosques allow women to enter,
please check with a member of the mosque’s staff ahead of entering.
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Muzharul Islam, National Archives, Dhaka. Image credit: Randhir Singh

NATIONAL LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES
Syed Mahbub Morshed Ave, Dhaka-1207
Saturday to Thursday, 8.00am – 8.00pm, Friday closed
Designed by Muzharul Islam, the National Library and Archive was built
between 1978 – 1979. Broken down with a series of fissures that make way
for light and air to reach deep in to the building, the design not only sculpts
the building in a unique way it also demonstrates Islam’s understanding of
the Bangladeshi climate. Situated near Louis Kahn’s National Parliament
House (which Islam assisted him with), the Library’s design complements
Kahn’s project with its strong geometry configuration and choice of material.
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Muzharul Islam, College of Arts and Crafts, Dhaka. Image credit: Randhir Singh

Muzharul Islam, College of Arts and Crafts, Dhaka. Image credit: Randhir Singh
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NATIONAL MARTYRS MEMORIAL (JATIYO SMRITI
SOUDHO
Nabinagar Dhaka - Aricha Highway, Savar - 1344 (35 km from Dhaka)
The Jatiyo Sriti Shoudho or National Martyrs’ Memorial is the national
monument of Bangladesh, and symbolises the valour and sacrifice of all
those who gave their lives in the fight to free Bangladesh in the liberation
war of 1971. Plans for the monument were initiated in 1976 and following the
site selection and surrounding road and land development, a nationwide
design competition was held in 1978. The design by architect Syed Mainul
Hossain is composed of seven pairs of triangular-shaped walls which
gradually change their aspect ratio to form a dramatic central peak.
Inaugurated in 1982, the chosen monument remains a symbol of Bangladeshi
identity.

ARCHITECTURE AROUND DHAKA
UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF FINE ARTS (CHARUKOLA)
Kazi Nazrul Islam Ave, Dhaka–1215
Daily, during school hours
First established in 1948 (with artist Zainul Abedin as its Principal), as the
Government Institute of Arts and Crafts in East Pakistan—the first art school
in the region and the main centre for art and cultural practice—Charukola
was originally located in the DNMI Hospital building on Jonson road, and
moved to its current premises in Shahbag, close to the Bangladesh National
Museum, in 1956. Designed by Architect Muzharul Islam, Charukala—now
the Faculty of Fine Arts—was one of his first architectural commissions after
graduating.
Like most of the buildings within this area of the city, the institute was
designed in the scheme of a “baganbari” (house in a garden). The site
given for the institute was dotted with beautiful trees with a large circular
depression at the end of the site. Islam decided to come up with a design
scheme that would retain all the trees on the site, as well as the large
circular depression, which became, and remains, a natural auditorium for
student performances and impromptu gatherings. We highly recommend
visiting.
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MAUSOLEUM OF THREE LEADERS (TIN NETAR MAZAR)
Shahbag, near Doyel Chatter, Dhaka – 1000
Open only during special occasions
Designed by architects Masood Ahmed and S.A. Zahiruddin, the Mausoleum
of three leaders was established in 1963, in East Pakistan, and hosts the
graves of three pre-liberation politicians from Bengal—A.K. Fazlul Huq (b.
1873 d. 1962), Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy (b. 1892 d. 1963) and Khwaja
Nazimuddin (b. 1894 d. 1964)—all three of whom had contributed significantly
to politics in East Pakistan. The mausoleum’s most striking feature is the
hyperbolic paraboloid structure perched above it which interprets the
Islamic Arcs.
The mausoleum is not open to the public except on special days, such as the
death anniversaries of the three leaders, when people come to pay homage
and special prayers are arranged, but the monument’s external structure
makes it worth visiting at any time of the year.

Masood Ahmed and SA Zahiruddin, Mausoleum of Three Leaders, Dhaka. Image credit: Randhir Singh.
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Dhaka University, Men’s Hostel. Image credit: Randhir Singh

MASTERDA SURJA SEN HALL (MEN’S HOSTEL)
Dhaka University Play Ground, University Street, Dhaka – 1000
Not open to the public
One of Dhaka University’s many student halls, the Surja Sen Hall opened
in 1967, as Jinnah Hall, but after Bangladesh gained independence, the
name was changed to Surja Sen Hall, after Master da Surja Sen, a school
teacher by profession and a Bengali independence fighter who led the
1930 Chittagong armoury raids. The hall now hosts accommodation for
boys, which means women are unable to enter its grounds, but you can
see the art deco inspired exterior facade.
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Shaheed Minar. Image credit: Ishmam Enayet

Curzon Hall, Dhaka University. Image credit: Back ART
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CENTRAL SHAHEED MINAR
Secretariat Road, Dhaka – 1000
Open 24 hours
The Shaheed Minar or the “Martyr Monument” is a national memorial
monument built to commemorate those killed during the Bangla
Language Movement demonstrations. On February 21, 1952, dozens of
students and political activists were killed when the Pakistani police
opened fire on Bengali protesters demanding equal status for their
native tongue, Bengali. On 23 February, a make shift monument was
erected by students of the University of Dhaka and other educational
institutions, but demolished three days later by the Pakistani police
force. To commemorate the dead, the Shaheed Minar was designed and
built by Bangladeshi sculptors Hamidur Rahman, and Novera Ahmed. The
enormous design, eventually completed in 1963, includes a half-circular
arrangement of columns, symbolising a mother, with her fallen sons, who
stand on the monument’s central dais, the red sun shining behind them.
The monument stood until the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971, when it
was demolished completely during Operation Searchlight (see Martyred
Intellectuals Memorial listing for more information). After Bangladesh
gained independence, it was rebuilt, and then later expanded in 1983, but
not to Rahman and Ahmed’s original intentions.

CURZON HALL
University Street, Dhaka – 1000
Daily, during school hours
Home to the University’s Faculty of Science, this grand, British Raj-era
building, was originally intended to be a town hall and is named after Lord
Curzon, the Viceroy of India who laid its foundation stone in February
1904. The Botanical Garden of the university is located on the Hall’s
grounds and is used for teaching botany and for scientific studies with
plants.
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Bangladesh National Museum. Image Credit: Emma Sumner

MUSEUMS
20

LIBERATION WAR MUSEUM
Plot F, 11A and B, Agargaon, Dhaka - 1207
Daily during summer, 10.00am – 6.00pm, daily during winter, 10.00am –
5.00pm, daily during Ramadan, 10.00am – 3.30pm
Established in 1996, the Liberation War Museum commemorates the
heroic struggle of the Bengali nation for their democratic and national
rights, which culminated with the emergence of Bangladesh as a secular,
democratic state in December 1971. Dedicated to all freedom loving
people and the victims of mindless atrocities and destruction committed
in the name of religion, ethnicity and sovereignty, the museum encourages
reflection upon the sufferings and heroism of those who fought during the
liberation war.
Housing an expansive collection of artefacts, the museum’s galleries tell
the struggle of Bangladesh to establish its identity as a nation under
the British regime, their struggle for democracy, political and economic
emancipation as East Pakistan from 1947, and finally their armed struggle
during the nine-month long, War of Liberation, in 1971. Through a variety
of special programs, the museum endeavours to link the history of the
Liberation War with contemporary pressing social and human rights
issues.
This museum has extremely violent content and you should be prepared
for this before visiting. We recommend visiting this museum during your
visit to better understand Bangladesh’s history.
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MUSEUM OF INDEPENDENCE
Suhrawardi Udyan, Shahbag, Dhaka - 1000
Saturday to Wednesday 10.30am – 5.30pm, Friday 3.00pm – 8.00pm,
Thursday closed
The Museum of Independence traces Bangladesh’s struggle for
independence, from its Mughal tenure in the 17th century, to the birth of
Bangladesh as an independent state in 1971.
Designed by Bangladeshi Aga Khan Award for Architecture winning
architects, Kashef Mahboob Chowdhury and Marina Tabassum, it is
the first and only underground museum in the country. The museum is
situated beneath the Tower of Light monument on a 67-acre complex
at Suhrawardy Udyan, the site from where Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the
founding leader of Bangladesh, gave his historic speech declaring the
struggle for independence, and where the Pakistani forces surrendered
after the War of Liberation.
The museum was opened to public on March 25, 2015, the 45th
Independence Day of Bangladesh. Unlike the Liberation War Museum,
the Museum of Independence has no collection of historical artifacts and
is visited by many for its stunning architecutre and informative displays of
historical information.
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BANGLADESH NATIONAL MUSEUM
Shahbagh Road, Dhaka - 1206
Saturday to Thursday 10.00am – 5.00pm, Friday, 3.00pm - 8.00pm
The Bangladesh National Museum, previously known as the Dhaka Museum,
was formally inaugurated in 1983, and is one of the largest museums in South
Asia. Its collection contains artefacts ranging from prehistory to present
day—many of archaeological interest—including stone, metal and wooden
sculptures, gold, silver and copper coins, stone inscriptions, and terracotta.
The museum also exhibits classical, decorative and contemporary art.
The Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin Gallery, which tells the story of Bengali
painter Zainul Abedin, and how he came to be known as the founding
father of Bangladeshi modern art, is a highlight. Abedin’s work featured in
documenta14 and the work on display in this gallery are his masterpieces,
and can only be seen in Bangladesh.

LANGUAGE MUSEUM (INTERNATIONAL MOTHER
LANGUAGE INSTITUTE)
Shegun Bagicha, Dhaka –1000
Sunday to Thursday 9.00am – 5.00pm, Friday and Saturday closed
In 1948, the Pakistan government declared Urdu to be the federal language
of Pakistan, a stand viewed by those in East Pakistan as an attempt to
suppress their culture. In response, they demanded that their language,
Bengali, also be given federal status alongside Urdu and English. Later that
year, when the Bengali script was removed from East Pakistan’s currency and
stamps, the Language Movement was formed. The movement reached its
climax in 1952, when on 21 February, the police fired on protesting students
and civilians, causing several deaths. Revered in Bangladesh as Language
Movement Day, in 1999, UNESCO declared 21 February to be International
Mother Language Day.
Situated in the International Mother Language Institute—a global centre for
the practice and protection of all mother languages—Dhaka’s Language
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Museum brings to life the institute’s research into extinct or about to
be extinct languages through interactive audio-visual systems. The
institute also has a library of books, a variety of research material on all
languages and grammars, and hosts national and international seminars
and symposia on languages.
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Visitors in the Samdani Art Award exhibition at DAS 2016. Photo credit: Noor Photoface. Courtesy of DAS.

ART SPACES
AND
GALLERIES

ART SPACES

BRITTO ARTS TRUST
33/1 Green Mart 1st Floor, Space no: 208-210 Green Road, Dhaka - 1205
Daily, 11.00am- 8.00pm
Situated in a commercial market complex, the artist-led Britto Arts Trust
was founded in 2002 and is now a lively contemporary art environment
promoting the work of interdisciplinary practitioners, groups and
networks across Bangladesh’s art scene, and was a pioneer when it came
to organising international artistic exchange in Bangaldesh. The Trust
are part of The Triangle Network (an international network of small-scale
arts organisations that supports the work of emerging artists), who they
collaboration with to run an international residency program within their
space.

ZAINUL GALLERY
Kazi Nazrul Islam Ave, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka, Dhaka 1215
Daily, 11.00am – 8.00pm
Conveniently located in the grounds of Charukola (Faculty of Fine Arts,
University of Dhaka), this small gallery’s two oval shaped spaces exhibit
the work of the Faculty’s students during their annual exhibition. During
the rest of the year, the Gallery is rented to artists, or curators, to host
their own independent exhibitions.
www.facebook.com/zainulgallery2014/

NATIONAL GALLERY OF FINE ART, BANGLADESH
SHILPAKALA ACADEMY
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Daily During Events, 11.00am – 8.00pm
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The Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy is the principal state-sponsored
national cultural centre of Bangladesh. They arrange the Asian Art
Biennale, host the Dhaka Art Summit, Chobi Mela and many other
large-scale exhibitions. In-between these events, they rent out their
galleries to local artists and host programmes by other institutions and
organisations in their auditorium. This will be the venue where you will
spend the most time during DAS.
www.shilpakalaacademy.gov.bd

KALAKENDRA
11/1, Iqbal Road (3rd Floor), Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207
Daily, 5.00pm – 8.00pm
An artist-led gallery providing much needed space for young artists to
show, and sell, their work, Kalakendra also produces publications on
Bangladeshi artists who exhibit with them and operate a print studio,
which is open for local artists to use.
www.kalakendrabd.blogspot.com

GYANTAPASH ABDUR RAZZAQ BIDYAPEETH
House 60, Road 7/A, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1207
Daily, 11.00am-7.00pm
A Bengal Foundation venture, Gyantapash Abdur Razzaq Bidyapeeth,
named after Bengali professor Abdur Razzaq, is primarily a library but
also hosts a gallery, print studio and residency space, all open for artists
to use by application.
www.bengalfoundation.org

LA GALERIE, ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE DE DHAKA
26 Mirpur Rd, Dhanmondi, Dhaka –1205
Monday to Thursday, 2.30pm – 9.00pm, Friday and Saturday, 9.00am 12.00noon and 5.00pm – 8.00pm, Sunday closed
Open to all artists by application, La Galerie is one of the oldest art
exhibition spaces in Bangladesh. Hosting on average 20 exhibitions and
a wide variety of events every year exhibiting the work of emerging and
prominent Bangaldeshi artists and visiting French artists. There is also a
small café in the building where you can get a cup of instant coffee and a
local snack.
www.afdhaka.org
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ART GALLERIES
DRIK GALLERY

House 74, Road 8A, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka - 1209
Daily during exhibitions, 3.00pm – 8.00pm
Founded by Shahidul Alam - a prominent Bangladeshi artist - Drik is a
multimedia organisation with a focus on photography, and the largest
privately-owned gallery in Bangladesh. Split over two floors, as well as a
gallery, the space also houses a photography book store, a library, dark room
facilities, and a photographic lab.
Drik also collaborates with Pathshala South Asian Media Institute (a Dhakabased photography school founded in 1998, which offers various short-term
and long-term educational programs) to produce Chobi Mela: one of the
first photography Biennials in Asia, founded in 2000, also by Shahidul Alam.
Pathshala’s main campus is currently undergoing development, but their
Dhanmondi campus remains open.
www.drik.net

GALLERY CHITRAK
House 4, Road 6, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205
Daily, 3.00pm – 8.00pm
Based in Dhanmondi between Mirpur Road and Green Road, Gallery Chitrak
organises solo and group exhibitions, promoting the work of emerging
Bangladeshi artists alongside the country’s prominent modern artists. The
gallery also hosts the Tone International Miniature Art Biennale which brings
together the work of contemporary Asian miniature artists in November
during odd-numbered years.
www.gallerychitrak.com
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GALLERI KAYA
House 20, Road 16, Sector 4, Uttara, Dhaka - 1203
Daily during exhibitions, 11.30am – 7.30pm
A contemporary art gallery, Galleri Kaya promotes the work of Bangladesh’s
young emerging artists as well as some of the country’s more established
names.
www.facebook.com/pages/Gallery-Kaya/181118351988430

GALLERY 21
751 Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka - 1205
Daily during exhibitions, 12.00noon – 8.00pm
Since re-opening in 2013, Gallery 21 has hosted a variety of group and solo
exhibitions of local artists’ work. Located on the 11th floor of a multi-storied
building, the Gallery also has a spectacular view of the city.
www.gallery21dhaka.wordpress.com

GALLERY COSMOS
Villa de Anjuman, House 115, Road 6, New DOHS Mohakhali, Dhaka -1212
Daily during exhibitions, 11.00am – 8.00pm
Committed to developing, promoting, and preserving the art scene of
Bangladesh, Gallery Cosmos hosts exhibitions, residencies, scholarships and
art workshops for local artists, and runs the Cosmos-Atelier71 Printmaking
Studio. The studio is based in Dhaka’s Malibag area and aims to encourage
the practice of graphic art within the country.
www.facebook.com/GalleryCosmos/
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Student with Bagyi Aung Soe at DAS 2016. Photo credit: Noor Photoface. Courtesy of DAS.

Visitors viewing SM Sultan’s work at DAS 2016. Photo credit: Noor Photoface. Courtesy of DAS.
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SHAJU ART GALLERY
F/28, 40-41 D.C.C., North Super Market, 2nd Circle, Gulshan, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 11.00am – 8.00pm
Situated in a market complex close to one of Gulshan’s main cross roads,
the Shaju Art Gallery has been exhibiting the work of both local and
international artists for over three decades. Each year during the monrht
of April, the Gallery hosts the Grand Group Art Exhibition, which features
the works of more than one hundred national artists and has helped to
bring new talent to light.
For information on the gallery’s exhibitions programme, contact: +8802-8822557

SPBA (SOCIETY FOR PROMOTION OF BANGLADESH
ART) GALLERY
Gulshan 2 DCC Market (Level 2), Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka - 1212
Daily during exhibitions
SPBA has been promoting the work of both established and emerging
Bangladeshi artists since 2002, but only opened the SPBA Gallery in 2015,
providing them with a venue where they could connect the artists they
support with potential collectors, while also introducing their work to a
wider audience.
www.spba.org.bd
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Ashan Manzil, Old Dhaka. Image credit: Ishmam Enayet

OLD
DHAKA
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Old Dhaka is a term used to refer to the historic
old part of the city, famous for its variety of foods,
friendly residents, diverse architectural styles and
crumbling ruins.
We recommend you visit between 10.00am – 4.00pm
as this is usually when all the tourist attractions
and bazars are open, but also for safety reasons, as
Old Dhaka’s narrow streets can become extremely
congested during rush hour periods.
”

Streets of Old Dhaka. Image credit: Emma Sumner
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OLD DHAKA: POINTS OF INTEREST
NORTHBROOK HALL

Farashgonj Road, Old Dhaka – 1100
Daily, 10.00 – 5.00pm
Originally constructed as a Town Hall in 1880 during British rule,
Northbrook hall is more commonly known locally as ‘Lal Kuthi’, meaning
red building. Named after Lord Northbrook, Viceroy of India (1872-1876),
Northbrook Hall’s architecture is a unique fusion of Mughal and European
Renaissance architectural styles. Situated on the north bank of the
Buriganga River, the hall’s striking appearance is framed by four octagonal
minarets, but up close, it is the buildings ornate features, inspired by
both Muslim and European styles of the time, which are its most striking
feature.

SADARGHAT
Sadarghat, Old Dhaka – 1100
Dhaka Sadarghat, or Sadarghat Port, located along the Buriganga River, is
one of the grittiest and most dynamic places in Dhaka. One of the busiest
river ports in the world, an estimated 300 large and small passenger river
boats carrying an average of 500 passengers each, arrive and depart
every hour, bringing people to and from villages across Bangladesh.
For those who want the real Sadarghat experience, you can take a boat
ride on one of the smaller boats which are used to go from one side of
the river to the other. More recently a variety of pleasure cruises run
from Sadarghat terminal daily, including day trips to Barisal, a major city
that lies on the bank of Kirtankhola river in south-central Bangladesh,
which can be booked through reputable travel agents within Dhaka.

DHAKESHWARI TEMPLE
Dhakeshwari Road, Old Dhaka–1100
Daily, from dawn to dusk
The oldest Hindu temple in Dhaka city, Dhakeshwari Temple is stateowned, and often referred to as Bangladesh’s “National Temple”. The
ancient temple was ruined in 1971 during the War of Independence but
was later reconstructed. The name “Dhakeshwari” means “Goddess of
Dhaka”.
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LALBAG FORT
Lalbagh Road, Old Dhaka –1211
Monday to Friday, 6.30am – 8.30pm, Saturday 9.00am – 5.00pm, Sunday
6.30am – 8.30pm
Built by Subadar Azam Shah in 1678 to protect Dhaka city from outsider
attack, Lalbagh Fort remains incomplete, as following the death of his
daughter, Pori Bibi, Shah halted construction work. The incomplete
fort complex remains one of the best examples of Mughal architecture
in Dhaka, and its well-tended gardens offer a peaceful escape from the
chaos of Old Dhaka’s busy streets.

STAR MOSQUE (TARA MOSJID)
Armanitola, Abul Khairat Road, Dhaka – 1100
Daily, from morning to evening prayer
Built in the first half of the 19th century, the Star Mosque’s five domed
structure was commissioned by Mirza Golam Pir. The building’s heavily
ornate design was part of a remodel by a merchant named Ali Jan
Bepari, who added the delicate and richly coloured tiles and variegated
patterns. Sadly, in 1987, two domes were added as part of an extension to
the Mosque’s northern side, which do not respect the building’s original
heritage and design.

ARMENIAN CHURCH
218 Mitford Road, Dhaka – 1100
Not open to the public
Founded in 1781, the white and lemon painted Armenian Church of Holy
Resurrection is one of Old Dhaka’s historically significant architectural
monuments, standing as witness to the Armenian community, who,
following the domination of their homeland by Persian powers, were sent
by their new rulers to the Bengal region in the 17th and 18th centuries.
The church’s compound is also well known as the place where Mother
Teresa stayed during her 1996 visit to Dhaka.
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Although the church remains locked during the year, the caretaker, who
lives in a house within the compound, has done much to restore the
church and is always happy to give personal tours, but you will need him
to let you in. Apart from the caretaker’s private tours, the doors are only
opened for one day in January for prayer.

Lalbag Fort, Old Dhaka. Image credit: Emma Sumner

Star Mosque, Old Dhaka. Image credit: Emma Sumner
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Streets of Old Dhaka. Image credit: Ishmam Enayet

Streets of Old Dhaka. Image credit: Ishmam Enayet
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AHSAN MANZIL
2/3 Islampur Road, Old Dhaka - 1100
Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.30am – 5.30pm, Thursday and Saturday to
Monday 10.30am – 7.30pm, Friday 3.00pm – 7.30pm
The construction of this magnificent palace was started in 1859 and
completed in 1872 as the official residential of the Dhaka Nawab Family.
Constructed in Indo-Saracenic Revival architecture, it is now more
commonly known as the Pink Palace, and has become a designated
national museum dedicated to its own rich history.
After the death of the Nawab (prince) and his son, the family fortune was
dispersed and the palace fell into disrepair. It was saved from oblivion
by a massive restoration in the late 1980s, aided by photos of each of the
23 rooms taken during the high point of the palace’s history. The photos
are still on display, as are various family portraits, and the skull of Nawab
Abdul Ghani’s favourite elephant, Feroz Jung. We highly recommend
visiting.

ROSE GARDEN PALACE
K M Das Lane, Tikatuly, Dhaka – 1203
Daily, 10.00am – 6.00pm
A striking white mansion on the edge of Old Dhaka, the Rose Garden
Palace was built in the late 19th century, by Hrikesh Das the Hindu
Zaminder of Dhaka as a pleasure lodge, but is perhaps most famously
know to be the birthplace of the Awami League in 1949, when the East
Bengali liberal and social democrats converged. The Palace’s neatly
kempt grounds are the perfect place for an afternoon stroll and regularly
host grand weddings.

BEAUTY BOARDING
1 Shris Das Lane, Bangla Bazar, Dhaka – 1000
Daily, 8.00am - 10.00pm
Established in 1951, this unassuming and basic old motel-cum-restaurant
was once the hub of Dhaka’s creative and progressive community, and
before liberation, was frequented by writers, artists, film directors,
politicians, singers and composers. Situated at the end of Bangla Bazar
street, it appears Old Dhaka’s traffic has rendered Beauty Boarding to
no longer be the city’s cultural centre, although, once a year, a group of
writers arranges a meeting in memory of that time. We highly recommend
visiting.
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BARA KATRA
Chawk Bazar, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 8.00am – 5.00pm
This dilapidated Mughal-era structure is one of the oldest buildings in
Dhaka. Once a palace of monumental dimensions, was built in 1644 and
now has a street running through its arched entrance. While only a very
small portion of the original structure remains standing, the building is
still occupied, used mostly as storerooms. Finding Bara Katra amongst
Old Dhaka’s high-walled and small alleyways can be a challenge, but if you
walk along Water Works Rd and turn left down the alley beside a blueand-white, mosaic-tiled mosque, you should find it.

CHOTA KATRA
Mitford Rd, Dhaka – 1100
Daily, 8.00am – 5.00pm
Similar in design to Bara Katra and situated close by, this run-down
Mughal-era structure dates from 1663, but there is very little left of its
original structure, apart from the archways at either end, which today
house small shops in their recesses.

BALDHA GARDENS
Narinda Rd, Dhaka-1100
Daily, 9.00am – 5.00pm
These beautiful botanical gardens span 3.15 acres of land and host a
collection of 672 species of plants. Now managed as a satellite unit of the
National Botanical Garden (see recreation listings for details), the gardens
are a relaxing corner of busy Old Dhaka. The gardens once belonged to
Narendra Narayan Roy, a wealthy local landlord, whose grandson gifted
them to the government in 1962 as a tribute to his family.
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OLD DHAKA: RESTAURANTS AND CAFES
HOTEL AL-RAJJAK

29/1, North South Road, Bongshal, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 5.30am – 1.00am
Established in 1993, Hotel Al-Rajjak is famous for its kacchi biriyani (a
special mutton biriyani, usually served at weddings) and morog polaw
(a special type of chicken biriyani). So popular, it now has an additional
branch in Nawabpur, just a few blocks away from the Bongshal branch.

ROYAL RESTAURANT
44, Horonath Gosh Road, Lalbag, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 6.00am – 1.00am
Popular with local food lovers, the Royal Restaurant is a hotspot for
kacchi biriyani, jafran-badamer sarbat (a refreshing, cooling drink made
from mango, sugar and water), chicken tikka, and kashmiri naan.

STAR KABAB HOTEL AND RESTAURANT
101, B.C.C. Road, Thatari Bazar, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 5.30am – 11.00pm
With outlets across Dhaka, Star Kabab is famous with locals who return
regularly for their delicious mutton leg kebabs, and cooling faludas (a
popular dessert made by mixing rose syrup, vermicelli, sweet basil seeds,
and pieces of jelly with milk, topped with a scoop of ice cream).

JUNU POLAO GHOR
11, Narinda, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 7.00am – 11.00pm
This restaurant is famous with the biriyani lovers of Dhaka and is also
popular for its special varieties of polaw (a special kind of fragrant rice).

HAJI BIRIYANI
Kazi Alauddin Road, Nazira Bazar, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 4.30pm – 9.30pm
Popular items include their pata biriyani (a special type of biriyani cooked
with bay leaf and other spices); a bargain at less than 500 BDT.
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NIROB HOTEL
113/2 Najimuddin Road, Sadarghat, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 8.30am – 12.00pm
Serving 20 types of bhorta (basically anything good mashed together with
spices, try the prawn) for both lunch and dinner, they are also popular
for their wide selection of biriyani, bhuna khichuri (a yellow colour rice
dish), roasted meats, and borhani (a yogurt drink flavoured with coriander,
usually served at weddings).

BISMILLAH BOTI KABAB
27/B Kazi Alauddin Road, Nazira Bazar, Chourasta, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 3.00am – 11.45pm
For those craving for boti kabab (a chargrilled boneless meat kabab), this
is the palace to go.

KOLKATA KACCHI GHOR
14, Abul Hasnat Road, Satrowza, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 11.30am – 10.00pm
Another restaurant famous for its kacchi biriyani, Kolkata Kacchi Ghor is
also a favourite for pesta badamer shorbot (a refreshing almond drink)
and jali kabab (made with spiced ground meat).

PRINCE OF WALES BAKERY
80 Luxmibazar, Dhaka-1100
Daily, 8.00am – 9.30pm
Claimed by its owners to be the oldest running business establishment
in Dhaka city, the Prince of Wales Bakery is said to have been founded
by a British baker, Mr Wales, who handed the business over to its current
owner Nuruddin Ahmed’s father, Buddhu Mia, before partition and
left Dhaka. Today the Bakery sells cakes, butter buns, cream rolls and
different types of biscuits; distinctly different from the modern bakeries
of the city.
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BEAUTY LASSI & FALUDA
30/A Johnson Road, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, 07.30am – 11.00pm
Established over 95 years ago Beauty Lassi and Faluda is one of the oldest
shops in Dhaka and is favoured by locals for its selection of traditional
drinks including lebur-sharbat (Bengali lemonade), doi lassi (a sweetened
yogurt drink), beet lassi (yogurt drink with beetroot) and faluda (a popular
dessert made by mixing rose syrup, vermicelli, sweet basil seeds, and
pieces of jelly with milk, topped with a scoop of ice cream).

OLD DHAKA: SHOPPING
BANGSHAL RD

Bicycle Street, Dhaka - 1100
Saturday to Thursday, Friday Closed
This street, and the adjoining Kazi Alauddin Rd, is the place to buy
rickshaw parts, but sadly no longer original rickshaw art, which has been
replaced by digitally printed artworks which can be applied straight onto
rickshaws; although if you do like the digitally printed versions you can
pick one up for around 400 BDT.

SHANKHARI BAZAR (Hindu Street)
Shankhari Bazar Road, Dhaka–1100
Daily, closed Friday mornings
Often referred to as Hindu street, this street is full of shops stocking a
large array of sweets and models of many different Hindu idols, which
are also made on site. Stretching along a narrow lane, lined with richly
decorated, colourful brick buildings built during the late Mughal and
Colonial periods, it is a very photogenic area.

44

BANGA BAZAR
College Road, Dhaka - 1100
Daily, closed Friday mornings
A large and very hectic clothing market stocking factory overruns that
would otherwise have been heading for European and American brands,
providing plenty of scope for bargain hunting.

ISLAMPUR CLOTH MARKET
Islampur Road, Old Dhaka - 1100
Daily, closed Friday mornings
A busy market crammed floor to ceiling with any type and colour of fabric
you could wish to purchase.
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Streets of Old Dhaka. Image credit: Emma Sumner

Streets of Old Dhaka. Image credit: Emma Sumner
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RESTAURANTS
AND CAFES
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BENGALI

STAR KEBAB (local favourite)
Road 2, Dhanmondi, Dhaka –1205
Banani, Dhaka – 1213
Daily, 6.00am – 10.00pm
One of Dhaka’s most famous establishments, Star Kebab has several
outlets across Dhaka and offers a good selection of local cuisine, but the
mutton leg roast is perhaps their best dish; a must try.

FAKRUDDIN RESTAURANT (local favourite)
1, New Baily Road, Ramna, Dhaka –1217
37, South Gulshan 1, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 9.00am – midnight
Arguably the best katchi biriyani (mutton biriyani) in Dhaka, this place is
always packed with locals.

KASTURI RESTAURANT (DAS Team Favourite)
8 Old Paltan, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 9.00am – midnight
Very tasty and authentic Bangladeshi food—try their bitter gourde and
fish dishes. Walking distance from Shilpakala

KARIKOR CYNOSURE (DAS Team Favourite)
House 69, Road 27, Gulshan 1, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 12.30pm– 11.00pm
A unique dining experience, this ethnic restaurant is not only constructed
out of bamboo, but also cooks its food in bamboo.
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CHINESE
CHOWS

Plot 6, Road 19A, Block E, Banani, Dhaka - 1213
Daily, 11.00am – 3.00pm and 7.00pm- 10.00pm
Great Cantonese food in a fun and relaxed environment. If you prefer,
there are also private dining rooms available. Bringing your own alcohol
is allowed.

BAMBOO SHOOT
2nd Floor RM Centre, Gulshan Ave, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 12.00 noon - 3.30pm and 6.00pm - 10.30pm
Very tasty and authentic Chinese cuisine in a restaurant equipped with
karaoke rooms for an after-dinner sing-along.

CHILLI’S
1208 Mirpur Rd, Dhanmondi, Dhaka - 1208
Daily, 10.00am – 11.00pm
Dhaka style Chinese and Thai food served in quiet, comfortable
environment.

3 DRAGONS AT PEARL
Rangs Pearl Tower, House 72, Road 12, Gulshan 1, Dhaka - 1213
Daily, 12.00noon – 11.00pm
Great Chinese food with a casual vibe served by friendly staff.

INDIAN
HANDI

Rupayan Z.R Plaza, 9/A Satmasjid Road, Dhaka - 1209
Daily, 11.00am – 11.00pm
House 68, Road 10, Gulshan 1, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 12.00noon – 11.30pm
Good traditional Indian food.
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DHABA
Road 12A, Dhanmondi, Dhaka - 1209
Road 13c, House 48, Block E, Banani, Dhaka – 1213
Daily 10.00am – 10.00pm
Serving hygienic street food favourites including fuchka, Dhaba is a great
place to stop off for an authentic snack.

TARKA
Enamul Hoq Chowdhury Road, Banani, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 12.00noon – 10.30pm
Good quality Indian classics, try the paneer (cheese), dishes – the cheese
is made in-house.

LUCKNOW (DAS Team Favourite)
60 Kemal Ataturk Ave, Banani, Dhaka - 1213
Daily, 11.00am – 11.00pm
Situated just below Jatra, this is one of the best Indian restaurants in
Dhaka.

ITALIAN AND PIZZA
SPAGHETTI JAZZ

Gulshan 2 Circle, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 12.30pm – 3.00pm and 6.30pm - 10.30pm
An intimate restaurant with great pizza and pasta and antipasti.
The fish and meat courses come strongly recommended.
The entrance is on the back road behind Gulshan 2 Circle.

BELLA ITALIA
Old Road 27 (Satmasjid Road), Dhanmondi 1209
Daily, 12.00noon – 11.00pm
Good thin crust pizza, pasta and other Italian specialties.
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JAPANESE

IZUMI Japanese Kitchen (DAS Team Favourite)
House 24/C, Road 113, Gulshan 2, Dhaka - 1212
Monday to Saturday, 12.00noon -2.00pm and 6.30pm – 10.00pm
Sunday, 6.30pm- 10.00pm
Very good sushi, in a quiet cosy restaurant, with a great ambiance.
Bringing your own alcohol is allowed.

KIYOSHI
4/B Road 2, Gulshan 1, Dhaka – 1212
Daily, 8.00am – 10.30pm
A highly-recommended Japanese restaurant; casual and welcoming.

KOREAN

GOONG THE CASTLE (DAS Team Favourite)
House 12B, Road 50, Gulshan 2, Dhaka 1212
Daily, 4.00pm – 10.00pm
One of the best Korean restaurants in town, the food is authentic and
extremely moreish.

SURA
House 2, Road 90, Gulshan2, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 12.00noon – 3.00pm and 6.00pm – 10.00pm
An authentic and well-regarded Korean restaurant, which also serves
sushi. Bringing your own alcohol is allowed.

THAI

SOY 71
Road 71, Gulshan, Dhaka 1212
Daily, 12.00noon – 11.00pm
A good Thai restaurant with outlets across Dhaka.
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THAI EMERALD (DAS Team Favourite)
4/B, Road 2, Gulshan 1, Dhaka – 1212
Daily, 10.00am – 11.00pm
One of Dhaka’s most popular Thai restaurants where you can watch your
chef cook your food.

UMAI
House 8, Road 50, Gulshan 2, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 12.00noon – 11.00pm
Very tasty sushi. Bring your own alcohol is allowed.

SEAFOOD

FISH AND CO.
22 Bir Uttam AK Khandakar Rd, Mohakhali, Dhaka - 1212
22 Gulshan South Avenue, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 12.30pm – 11.30pm
Fish and chips, seafood platters, and great salads.

TRENDY HANGOUT SPACES
JATRA BIROTI

Second floor, 60 Kemal Ataturk Ave, Banani, Dhaka - 1213
Daily, 8.00am – 11.00pm
A tranquil rooftop restaurant with tasty vegetarian/vegan food, fresh
juices and a selection of organic teas which is also an art and music
lounge and regularly hosts musical events, promoting folk and upcoming
artists.

FOOL’S DINER
Road 13B, Banani, Dhaka - 1213
Daily, 11.00am – 11.00pm
A cosy relaxed place just off Banani’s busy main street serving a variety
of Asian cuisine; try one of their bento boxes to sample a little bit of
everything. Bring your own alcohol is allowed.
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FLOOR 6 RELOADED
House 54, Caldwell Building, 6th Floor, Road 11, Banani, Dhaka - 1213
Daily, 12.00noon – midnight
A proper hangout place with a beautiful outdoor seating unit and good
food.

COFFEE AND LIGHT BITES
CRIMSON CUP COFFEE

House 275/D Ground Floor, Rangs Nasim Square, Old Road 27,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka - 1209
Daily, 11.30am – midnight
25, Second Floor, Road 11, Banani, Dhaka - 1213
Daily, 10.00am – 1.30am
An international coffee shop chain which also serves a selection of
snacks, cakes and pastries.

NORTH END COFFEE (DAS Team Favourite)
53 Gulshan Avenue, Cityscape Tower (Ground Floor), Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 10.00am – 10.30pm
A local chain, North End has the best coffee in Dhaka.

HOLEY BAKERY
Rangs Arcade, 153/A Gulshan North Ave, Dhaka
Daily, 8.00am – 9.00pm
Relocated to Gulshan 2 avenue, this is hands down the best bakery in
Dhaka with fantastic fresh breads, pastries and cakes.
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GLORIA JEAN’S COFFEE
House No 2B, Block- B, Rd No 71, Gulshan 2, Dhaka -1212
House-35, Gulshan Avenue, Gulshan 1, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 8.00am – midnight
7, GH Heights First Floor, Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka - 1209
Daily, 8.00am – 11.00pm
An Australian chain of coffee shops which has recently started serving
meals as well as their usual selection of snacks and pastries.

CAFÉ MANGO
Road 8, Dhanmondi, Dhaka - 1209
Daily, 1.00pm – 11.00pm
Trendy decor in a beautiful old house just off Dhanmondi’s old road 27,
Café Mango serves coffee, juices and a variety of western food.

DHANMONDI LAKE CAFÉ (local favourite)
Dhanmondi Lake, off Satmasjid Road, Dhaka - 1209
Daily, 09.00am – Late
If you’re looking for a cup of tea (or instant coffee) in surroundings a little
more pleasant than the average Dhaka street-side stall, this spot on a
tree-shaded island on Dhanmondi Lake offers something a little different.
It’s a popular hang-out with locals come late afternoon/early evening.

BISTRO - E
Bay’s Edgewater, 1st Floor, NE (N) 12, North Avenue, Gulshan 2, Dhaka –
1212
Daily, 8.00am – 11.00pm
A nice chilled out café and restaurant, nestled in Bay’s Edgewater,
Gulshan’s newest landmark on North Avenue. You can also visit the Edge
Gallery while you are in the building.

BUTLERS CHOCOLATE CAFÉ
175 Gulshan Avenue, Gulshan 2, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 8.00am – 2.00am
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A specialist chocolatier and coffee chain, serving handmade sweets,
pastries, great sandwiches, pizza, pasta and salads.
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PARKS AND
RECREATION
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NATIONAL BOTANICAL GARDEN OF BANGLADESH
AND THE BANGLADESH NATIONAL HERBARIUM
Chiriakhana Road, Mirpur 1, Dhaka - 1216
Open daily, 6.00am – 5.00pm
The largest plant conservation centre in Bangladesh, the National
Botanical Gardens spans an area of around 84 hectares on the edge of
Dhaka, preserving around 56,000 individual trees, herbs, and shrubs, and
a huge collection of aquatic plants species, both local and foreign. As
part of the garden’s ongoing commitment to preserving plant life, their
herbarium has a scientific collection of approximately 100,000 preserved
specimens of plants, as well as a modern vegetative propagation system
and tissue culture laboratory which propagates rare species of plants.

SUHRAWARDI PARK
Shahbag, Dhaka - 1000
Daily, 5.00am – 7.30pm
Stretching from the Old High Court all the way to the National Museum,
Suhrawardi Park covers an enormous area and is the site where both the
Bangladeshi Declaration of Independence and the surrender of Pakistani
occupation forces took place in 1971. At night, the park turns into an openair market, although if you do decide to attend, it is recommended that
you do go alone.

RAMNA PARK
Moulana Bhasani Road, Dhaka-1217
Daily, 6.00am – 7.00pm
A great place to escape if the traffic is getting too much, Ramna Park
is one of Dhaka’s largest and most picturesque green spaces. Spanning
across the heart of Dhaka City, the park has a long history, having first
been established in 1610 during Mughal rule, and has continued to evolve
with the city up to the present day.
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CINEMA AND LEISURE ACTIVITIES
JAMUNA FUTURE PARK

Ka-244, Pragati Ave, Baridhara, Dhaka - 1212
Thursday to Tuesday, 11.00am – 9.00pm, Wednesday Closed
Spread across 33 acres of land in Kuril, Baridhara, Jamuna Future Park
is Dhaka’s biggest leisure complex which, apart from its vast seven
floor shopping mall, contains a food court, a bowling alley, an outdoor
swimming pool, a cinema showing the latest Hollywood blockbusters and
Bengali (Dhallywood) movies, and an outdoor theme park complete with
rollercoasters.
For information on film screenings visit: www.blockbusterbd.com/
schedule.php

BASHUNDHARA SHOPPING CITY
Panthapath, Dhaka - 1215
Daily, 11.00am – 8.30pm
The second largest shopping mall in Bangladesh, the top floor of the
Bashundhara City complex is home to the Star Cineplex cinema, showing
a selection of Hollywood blockbusters and Bengali (Dhallywood) movies.
For information on film screenings visit: www.cineplexbd.com

SHYAMOLI CINEMA HALL
Mirpur Rd, Shyamoli, Dhaka–1207
Seating is limited in this small, intimate, theatre style cinema hall which
gives its customers a more traditional viewing experience, showing a
variety of Bengali movies and the latest Dhallywood blockbusters.
For information on film screenings visit: www.shyamolicinema.com
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SHOPPING
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AARONG
Dhanmondi 2, Mirpur Road 1/1, (Tuesday Closed)
Block # A, Lalmatia, Dhaka – 1207 (Thursday Closed)
Gulshan-Tejgaon Link Road, Dhaka- 1208 (Sunday Closed)
Daily, 11.00am – 8.00pm, see above for closed day
The retail branch of BRAC (the world’s biggest NGO who launched
microfinance in 1974), Aarong is one of the first boutique shops to introduce
Bangladeshi folk handicrafts to an international market and is often a good
place to go if you are looking for high-quality handicrafts, clothes, and home
items.

ARANYA
House 33, Road 16 (old 27), Dhanmondi, Dhaka – 1205 (Tuesday Closed)
1st floor 60 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka – 1213 (Sunday Closed)
Daily, 11.00am – 8.00pm, see above for closed day
Working with traditional natural dying and craft techniques, Aranya is
known for its stunning range of elegant clothing, home textiles, fabrics, and
accessories. A more refined, highend alternative to Aarong.

DESHI DOSH
205/1/A, Bir Uttam Mir Shawkat Sarak, Bir Uttam Mir Shawkat Sarak, Dhaka
- 1208
Monday to Saturday, 9.00am – 8.30pm, Sunday Closed
If you are looking to find an outfit and some accessories which are a little bit
different but which still maintain the Bangladeshi aesthetic, Deshi Dosh is a
good place to go. Bringing together lots of small independent brands, there
is something for everyone’s taste here.

JATRA
2nd floor, 60 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka –1213
Daily, 10.00am – 8.00pm
Producing a wide range of products, from clothing to toy, bags to home
accessories, Jatra represents colourful Bengali styles and traditions, with a
funky modern twist.
The Indian restaurant, Lucknow, is on the ground floor of the building and
Jatra Biroti on the top floor and rooftop (see restaurants).
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VIATOR
House 60, Road 7A, Gulshan 1, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 10.00am – 10.00pm
The fair-trade handicrafts shop with a good selection of trinkets,
paintings, textiles and carvings.

PRABARTANA
2/8 Sir Sayed Rd, Mohammadpur, Dhaka –1207
Friday to Wednesday, 10.00am – 8.00pm, Thursday Closed
Supporting women in Bangladesh, this quiet, colourful shop sells
Bangladeshi clothing and handicrafts.

KUMUDINI
74 Gulshan Ave, Gulshan 1, Dhaka - 1212
Daily, 10.00am – 8.00pm
Spead over three floors, Kumudini is packed with traditional Bengali
clothing and handicrafts, with ranges including children’s clothes and toys,
embroidery and jute products.
.JAMUNA FUTURE PARK
Ka-244, Pragati Ave, Dhaka - 1229
Thursday to Tuesday, 11.00am – 9.00pm, Wednesday Closed
This seven-storey, centrally air-conditioned shopping mall - the largest in
Bangladesh - hosts numerous international and local brands.
See recreation for further details about what the park has to offer other
than shopping.

BENARASHI POLLI
Block A, Sector 10, Mirpur, Dhaka - 1216
Monday to Saturday, 11am- 9:00pm, Sunday closed
Situated in Mirpur, this is whole market block dedicated to the elegant
Benarashi, also known as Benares or Banaras (derived from Indian
Varanasi) sarees, famed for their gold and silver brocade and opulent
embroidery.
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GULSHAN 2 DCC MARKET
Gulshan 2 Avenue, Dhaka - 1212
Saturday to Thursday, 8.00am – 9.00pm, Friday Closed
If you are looking for metal crafts visit Gulshan 2 DCC market, which is
often referred to as Dhaka’s Antiques Market. Sadly, antiques are now
quite a rare find, but the market is still worth a visit.

BRAC NURSERY
Bir Uttam Mir Shawkat Sarak, Gulshan-Tejgaon Link Road, Dhaka - 1208
Daily, 8.00am- 8.00pm
Another of BRAC’s retail initiatives, with a wide variety of plants, this
outdoor nursery is a small green oasis on the edge of Dhaka’s Gulshan
district. The nursery also has several small shops—operated from old
shipping containers cleverly converted into commercial spaces—selling
handmade paper and house plants.

JAMUNA FUTURE PARK
Ka-244, Pragati Ave, Dhaka - 1229
Thursday to Tuesday, 11.00am – 9.00pm, Wednesday Closed
This seven-storey, centrally air-conditioned shopping mall - the largest in
Bangladesh - hosts numerous international and local brands.
See recreation for further details about what the park has to offer other
than shopping.

BENARASHI POLLI
Block A, Sector 10, Mirpur, Dhaka - 1216
Monday to Saturday, 11am- 9:00pm, Sunday closed
Situated in Mirpur, this is whole market block dedicated to the elegant
Benarashi, also known as Benares or Banaras (derived from Indian
Varanasi) sarees, famed for their gold and silver brocade and opulent
embroidery.
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TEXTILES AND TAILORS
There are a great number of well-stocked fabric stores and good
independent tailors in both Pink city and Banani Bazar if you are looking
to get something simple made (see above for address and opening hours),
but if you are looking for something special, there are other tailors and up
market fabric stores within the Dhaka who come highly recommended.

SOPURA SILK MILLS LTD.
Soriot Ullah Bhaban, 121/C Gulshan Avenue (opposite Pink City), Gulshan
2, Dhaka – 1212
Saturday to Thursday, 9.00am – 9.00pm, Friday closed
Stocking a great range of the latest silks, Sopura’s shop is nicely arranged
for a pleasant shopping experience.

ZURHEM
Road No 12, Gulshan 1, Dhaka - 1212
Monday to Saturday 11.00am – 8.00pm, Sunday closed
Stocking their own ready-to-wear menswear collection, Zurhem also
provide an impeccable bespoke service by appointment. Although
Zurhem is primarily a menswear label, their bespoke services also cater
to women.
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BOOK STORES

BANGLADESH SHILPAKALA ACADEMY
Ground Floor, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, Shegun Bagicha, Dhaka
- 1000
Daily, 10.00am – 8.00pm
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy publishes books focusing on
Bangladeshi art and the country’s prominent artists.

SPATHAK SHAMABESH CENTRE
Shahbagh, Dhaka - 1208
Daily, 10.00am – 9.00pm
A great place to source a wide range of books in both Bangla and
English. They also have weekly gathering for book lovers and a nice
lounge area.

NEW MARKET
Mirpur Rd, Dhaka - 1205
Wednesday to Monday, 10.00 – 8.00pm, Tuesday Closed
Located in the Nilkhet area near Elephant Road, this sprawling market
complex is the place to get the real Bangladeshi shopping experience.
For those prepared to haggle, you can pick up many different products ready-made garments, textiles, saris, ornaments, shoes, household items,
books, maps, electrical items, kitchen items, and groceries - all at very
reasonable prices.
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NIGHTLIFE

70

It is important to remember that alcohol is
prohibited in Bangladesh for those who do not hold
a foreign passport, which means there are only a
very small number of bars in Dhaka, none of which
are very welcoming to women.
The most sociable places to drink in the city are
international hotel bars. Within the recommended
list of hotels, under facilities, those that have bars
are listed, including Westin and Le Meridien, but
drinks are usually expensive in these establishments.
There are also restaurants which allow you to
bring your own alcohol, such as Chows and IZUMI,
details of which are within the guide’s restaurant
listings. We recommend bringing two bottles of your
preferred alchol with you if you plan to drink: this is
allowed by customs.
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BLUE MOON RECREATIONAL CLUB
3rd floor, 67/D Rd 11, Banani, Dhaka - 1213
Saturday to Thursday, 11.00am – 11.00pm, Friday Closed
Modelled on the sports-bar experience, this very smoky venue is situated
in an unassuming tower block on Banani’s main road. There are a few
pool tables should you want to challenge someone to a game and often
live music on Wednesday and Sunday nights.

LA DIPLOMAT
House 5, Rd 20, Gulshan 1, Dhaka - 1212
Saturday to Thursday, 11.30am – 3.00pm and 6.00pm - 10.30pm, Friday
Closed
A dark and smoky bar situated just off Gulshan’s main road, this is
perhaps one of the friendlier venues listed here.

SAKURA RESTAURANT AND BAR
Paribag DIT Super Market, 2 Kazi Nazrul Islam Ave, Dhaka - 1000
Saturday to Thursday, 11.00am – 4.00pm and 6.00pm – 11.00pm, Friday
Closed
Located on 2nd floor of a small handicrafts market opposite Ruposhi
Bangla Hotel, this dark, smoky bar serves local beers from 20 BDT and
imported beers from 250 BDT.
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Streets of Old Dhaka. Image credit: Emma Sumner
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ADVICE
74

Considering its massive size, Dhaka is a safe city
and few travellers experience any problems in terms
of crime but, as in any major city, we advise you to
remain vigilant, take good care of your belongings—
especially in crowded places—and to follow any
specific advice provided by the local security
authorities, who are here to ensure your safety.
This section of the guide contains advice to help
make planning your trip to Dhaka easier and to
ensure your wellbeing during your stay.
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APPLYING FOR A TOURIST VISA
It is a straight-forward process to apply for a 30-day or 15-day tourist visaon-arrival but requirements differ from country to country, so check with
the Bangladeshi consulate in your country before you travel, as rules also
have a habit of changing frequently.
To apply for a visa-on-arrival, you will need to bring with you a photocopy
of your passport, two passport size photographs, a printed copy of your
hotel reservation (with details of the address and contact number) and
a completed arrival card and visa application, which you can print and
complete ahead of your arrival. If you are staying with a friend, you
will need to provide their name, address and phone number on the
immigration form and visa application; the immigration officer may also
ask to speak to them on the telephone, so keep their number handy.
The visa on arrival fee is approximately $51 USD (or any FX equivalent)
and must be paid in cash (debit and credit cards are NOT accepted for
payment). If you do not have the correct amount of cash you are usually
allowed to pass through immigration to withdraw cash at an ATM but
we highly recommend you avoid this and carry enough cash with you on
arrival.

AIRPORT PICK UPS
Haggling with taxi drivers is not the best way to start your trip so we
recommended you pre-arrange an airport pickup with your hotel prior to
your arrival.
If you have been unable to secure an airport pick up ahead of your arrival
there is a fixed-rate taxi booth just outside the airport exit. Expect to pay
between 800 BDT and 1500 BDT, depending on where you are heading.
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CURRENCY EXCHANGE
The official currency in Bangladesh is the Taka: known as BDT or
Bangladeshi Taka. The Taka is a restricted currency so you will not be
able to obtain any cash currency ahead of your journey.
Taking money out at an ATM is the quickest and easiest means of
currency exchange, but don’t forget to tell your bank that you are
travelling before you arrive. You can exchange currency at banks and
currency exchange offices across the city, but it is safer to stick to banks
when possible. Currency can be exchanged at the airport, but the best
rates are often in the city. Most ATMs accept foreign bank cards and if
you stick to ATMs provided by the major banks, like Standard Chartered
and HSBC, you should not have any problems withdrawing local currency.

INTERNET AND SIM CARD
On arrival at the airport there are stands from which you will be able to
purchase a local prepaid sim card, for which you can purchase data and
minutes as required. Once you have passed through immigration and
collected your baggage you will see lots of currency exchange shops
next to which you will also find some customer service centres for some
service providers. If you struggle to find them, please ask a member of
the airport staff for directions.
To purchase a sim card, you will need to take two photocopies of your
passport, along with your original passport, and two passport size
photographs. There are several main providers in Bangladesh, including
Grameenphone, Banglalink, Robi and Airtel.
If you choose to purchase after your arrival, you will need to go to a
customer service centre. Below is a list of Grameenphone centres:
Dhanmondi: House # 38/2, Rd 16, Dhanmondi, Dhaka - 1209
Bashundhara Shopping City: 3 West Tejtury Bazar, Shop 15/16, Block B,
Level 1, Dhaka Farmgate: 71, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Farmgate, Dhaka Gulshan: House CES(A) 1A, Rd 113, Gulshan, Dhaka - 1212

77

DRESS CODE
Bangladesh is a secular and liberal society and you should not be
concerned about dressing for the culture. However, for women very short
skirts and low tops are not advisable if you wish to avoid public gaze. To
ensure you feel comfortable during your visit it is best to wear clothing
that covers your legs and shoulders and is not too tight fitting. If you plan
to visit mosques, cover your shoulders and ankles and bring a scarf to
cover your head.

ALCOHOL
Alcohol is prohibited in Bangladesh for those without foreign passports,
but as a foreign visitor you are permitted to carry alcohol with you.
There are a few bars (listed in our nightlife section) but none are female
friendly. More sociable places to drink include most international hotels
but they are expensive, so for most, it is advisable to ‘bring you own’.
However, you may be stopped at customs if you try to bring more than
two bottles of alcohol into the country duty free.

WEATHER
Bangladesh has a tropical and sub-tropical climate and an average year
can be divided into three large seasons:
May to October: A wet season with monsoon rains with temperatures
average around 30°C, but it is not unusual for it to peak to 40°C
October to February: a cooler season where the temperatures are
around 21°C, you should bring warm clothing for the evenings/nights
March to May: the dry season when rain is rare and temperatures are
around 28°C
You can always check the weather forecast ahead of your trip using
website such as www.accuweather.com or www.theweathernetwork.com
to ensure you pack correctly.
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KEEPING SAFE

EMERGENCY CONTACTS
Police: 999
Fire: 9 555 555
Ambulance: 199
Rapid Action Battalion: +880 28961105

ROAD SAFETY AND TRAFFIC
Dhaka’s biggest danger is road safety. Road accidents are very common
and it is important that you remain vigilant when crossing the city’s hectic
streets. Do not under estimate the traffic and please keep this in mind
when planning your journey’s safety.
Although Dhaka is renowned for its terrible traffic, on Friday and
Saturday the traffic eases and the city becomes more easily negotiable,
however Thursday nights are usually very heavily congested.

GETTING AROUND
The safest way to negotiate Dhaka’s street is in a car. If you prefer to use
taxi services, you can download the Uber app or call a local Toma Cab. If
you prefer to rent a car and driver, you should arrange this through your
hotel concierge. The average cost per day is approximately $60.
Toma Cabs: 09612 667070
Uber: https://get.uber.com/invite/jvci6

HEALTH AND WELFARE
Before you travel we highly recommend purchasing medical insurance
with a reputable company.
Dhaka is not an at-risk area for malaria and there is no need to medicate
or vaccinate for the purposes of visiting but please do check with your
doctor for advice on other vaccinations they may recommend you have
before you travel.
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DRINKING WATER
Tap water is not safe to drink and you should always drink bottled water;
Mum, Aquafina, and Fresh drinking water are trustworthy inexpensive
brands available in most restaurants, supermarkets and general stores.

RECOMMENDED HOSPITALS
If you do happen to become unwell during your visit, below is a list of
recommended hospitals and pharmacies:
Apollo Hospital
81, Block E, Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka 1229, Bangladesh, Dhaka 1229
+88(02) 8401661 - 5 | +880 1729-276556
Square Hospitals Ltd.
18/F Bir Uttam Qazi Nuruzzaman Sarak (West Panthapath), Dhaka -1205
+88 02 8144466 | +88 02 8144477 | +88 02 8144488
United Hospital Limited
Plot 15, Road 71, Gulshan 2, Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh
+880 01914001234 | +880 2 8836000-10(8066) | +880 2 8836434-44(8066)
Labaid Specialized Hospital
House- 06, Road-04, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205
+88 02 9676356 | +88 02 58610793-8 | +88 0171-333-333-7

RECOMMENDED PHARMACIES
Lazz Pharma
A reliable pharmacy with branches across Dhaka but also a phone
delivery service
4/3, Lake Circus (Ground Floor), Mirpur Rd, Dhaka – 1205
+880 29110864 | +880 29117839
Al Madina Pharmacy
Gulshan 2 Circle, Dhaka – 1212
+88 01713012233 | +88 029896548
Square Hospital Pharmacy
18/F Bir Uttam Qazi Nuruzzaman Sarak (West Panthapath), Dhaka -1205
+88 028144400 | +88 01713141447
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Marina Tabassum, Pavilion Apartment, Dhaka. Image credit: Randhir Singh

HOTELS
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DAS 2018
OFFICIAL HOSPITALITY PARTNER:
PAN PACIFIC SONARGAON HOTEL (5 Stars)

(Approx. 3.2 km from Shilpakala Academy)
107 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215
+88 02 8111005
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, bar, WiFi, ATM on site, 24
hr reception, shops on site, tour desk, Pool (outdoor), spa and wellness
centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning, airport shuttle service
Exclusive DAS Guest Rates: Premier Room - $220.00 USD, Pacific Deluxe
Room - $246.00 USD
Email, vip@dhakaartsummit.org, to receive a copy of Pan Pacific’s
booking form or download from our website: www.dhakaartsummit.org/
visit
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HOTELS LESS THAN 2KM FROM
SHILPAKALA ACADEMY:

ASIA HOTEL AND RESORTS (3 Stars)
(Approx. 0.6 km from Shilpakala Academy)
34/1 Topkhana Road, Dhaka-1000
+88 02 9560580 | info@asiahotel.com.bd

Facilities Include: room service, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception, fitness centre, spa
services, parking, laundry, dry cleaning, airport shuttle, currency exchange
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $60.00 USD

HOTEL 71 (3 Stars)
(Approx. 1 km from Shilpakala Academy)
176 Shahid Syed Nazrul Islam Sharani, (Old 47, Bijoy Nagar), Dhaka-1000
+880 1750 076933 | info@hotel71bd.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception, ticket
desk, pool (outdoor), spa and wellness centre, parking, laundry, dry
cleaning, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $35.00 USD

HOTEL VICTORY (3 Stars)
(Approx. 1.5 km from Shilpakala Academy)
30/A, VIP Road, Naya Paltan, Dhaka-1000
+88 02 9353055 or +88 02 9353088 | info@hotelvictorybd.net
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception, ticket
desk, fitness centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $45.00 USD
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SKY CITY HOTEL (3 Stars)
(Approx. 1.7 km from Shilpakala Academy)
47 Shiddeshwari Circular Road Malibag Mor, Dhaka-1217
+88 02 9335 5504 | info@skycityhotelbd.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception, pool, spa and wellness
centre, fitness centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $75.00 USD

HOTELS MORE THAN 2 KM FROM
SHILPAKALA ACADEMY:
THE WESTIN HOTEL (5 Stars)

(Approx. 8.6 km from Shilpakala Academy)
Main Gulshan Avenue, Plot 1, Road 45, Gulshan 2, Dhaka-1212
+ 88 02 9891988
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, bar, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception, tour
desk, Pool (outdoor), spa and wellness centre, fitness centre, parking, laundry,
dry cleaning, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $165.00 USD

HOTEL SARINA DHAKA (5 Stars)
(Approx. 8.6 km from Shilpakala Academy)
Plot 27, Road 17, Banani C/A, Dhaka-1213
+88 02 8859604-10 or +88 02 8851040-2
reservations@sarinahotel.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, bar, Wi-Fi, ATM on site, 24 hr
reception, express check-in/out, tour desk, pool (outdoor), spa and wellness
centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $135.00
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AMARI DHAKA (5 Stars)
(Approx. 9.3 km from Shilpakala Academy)
Road 41, Gulshan 2, Dhaka-1212
+880 2 55059620 or +880 1 878499999
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, bar, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception,
pool (outdoor), spa and wellness centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning,
airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy):- $145.00 USD

FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON (5 Stars)
(Approx. 9.3 km from Shilpakala Academy)
6/A North Avenue Commercial Area, Gulshan 2, Dhaka-1212
+880 2 9862222 | reservations.dhaka@fourpoints.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception,
private and express check-in/out, Pool (outdoor), spa and wellness centre,
parking, laundry, dry cleaning, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $150.00 USD

RADISSON BLU DHAKA WATER GARDEN (5 Stars)
(Approx. 14 km from Shilpakala Academy)
Airport Road, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka-1206
+88 01730-089128
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, bar, Wi-Fi, ATM on site, 24 hr
reception, express check-in/out, shops on site, tour desk, pool (outdoor),
spa and wellness centre, fitness centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning,
airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $185.00 USD
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LE MERIDIEN (5 Stars)
(approx. 14.5 km from Shilpakala Academy)
79a Commercial Area, Airport Road, Nikunja 2, Khilkhet, Dhaka-1229
+88 02 9638900089 | lemeridien.dhaka@lemeridien.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, bar, Wi-Fi, ATM on site, 24 hr
reception, express check-in/out, shops on site, tour desk, pool (outdoor),
spa and wellness centre, fitness centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning,
airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $179.00 USD

PLATINUM SUITES (4 Star)
(Approx. 8.7 km from Shilpakala Academy)
Plot 58, Road 11, Block F, Banani, Dhaka-1213
+880 2 55042355
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, Wi-Fi, ATM on site, 24 hr
reception, private and express check-in/out, tour desk, pool (outdoor),
spa and wellness centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $130.00 USD

SIX SEASONS (4 Stars)
(Approx. 9.2 km from Shilpakala Academy)
House 19, Road 96, Gulshan 1, Dhaka-1212
+880 9604 666666 | info@sixseasonshotel.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, Wi-Fi, ATM on site, 24 hr
reception, express check-in/out, Pool (outdoor), spa and wellness centre,
fitness centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $136.00 USD
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LAKESHORE HOTEL AND APARTMENTS (4 Star)
(Approx. 9.2 km from Shilpakala Academy)
Road 41, House 46, Gulshan 2, Dhaka 1212
+88 02 885 9991 | info@lakeshorehotel.com.bd
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, bar, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception,
tour desk, Pool (outdoor), spa and wellness centre, parking, laundry, dry
cleaning, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $135.00 USD

ROYAL PARK RESIDENCE HOTEL (4 Stars)
((Approx. 9.4 km from Shilpakala Academy)
House 85, Road 25a, Block A, Banani, Dhaka-1213
+ 88 02 8815945 or +88 02 8815946 | hotelinfo@royalparkbd.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, bar, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception,
express check-in/out, tour desk, Pool (outdoor), spa and wellness centre,
fitness centre, parking, laundry, dry cleaning
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $95.00 USD

HOTEL ORCHARD SUITES (3 Star)
(Approx. 9.4 km from Shilpakala Academy)
House 90, Road 13/A, Block C, Banani, Dhaka-1213
+880 1985555065 | reservation@orchardsuites.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception, spa
and wellness centre, parking, laundry, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $64.00 USD
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BENGAL INN (3 Stars)
(Approx. 8.2 km from Shilpakala Academy)
House 7, Road 16, Gulshan 1, Dhaka-1212
+880 2 98880236 or +880 2 9880610 | info@bengalinn.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, Wi-Fi, 24 hr reception, health
club, parking, laundry, airport shuttle
Estimated price per night (double room, single occupancy): $90.00 USD

SPACE APARTMENTS (3 Stars)
(Approx. 10 km from Shilpakala Academy)
Plot 14/B, Road 57/59, Gulshan 2, Dhaka-1212
+880 2 9852080 or +88 01617 722301
reservations@spaceapartments.com
Facilities Include: restaurant, room service, WiFi, 24 hr reception,
express check-in/out, tour desk, wellness centre, parking, laundry, dry
cleaning, airport shuttle service
Estimated price per night (per apartment): $150.00 USD
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