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MONTBLANC DE LA CULTURE & ARTS PATRONAGE AWARD
Nadia and Rajeeb Samdani have donated their €15,000 prize money to the Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, to support artist-led initiatives across Bangladesh.

In September, Nadia and Rajeeb Samdani, Founders of the Samdani Art Foundation, were awarded the
2017 Montblanc de la Culture and Arts Patronage Award; the first patrons from the Middle East and
South Asia to receive the award.
Selected by an international jury, the award is presented annually by the Montblanc Cultural
Foundation to those whose personal commitment and dedication to art, particularly emerging art,
supports talent everywhere and enriches a global audience.
While speaking at the award ceremony held at Concrete, Alserkal Avenue, Dubai, Sam Bardaouil, coChair of the Montblanc Cultural Foundation, said: "We are delighted to honour Nadia and Rajeeb
Samdani for their invaluable contribution to the arts, and to celebrate the newly established
Montblanc de la Culture and Arts Patronage Award for the region."
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SUPPORTING ARTIST AND ARCHITECTS

SAMDANI ARCHITECTURE AWARD
2018
In early 2017, the inaugural Samdani
Architecture Award invited, through open
call, individuals or groups of 3rd and 4th
year Bangladeshi Architecture students to
propose new models for learning in
abandoned urban spaces across Bangladesh,
using ecologically sustainable, and locally
sourced materials and technology.
From 135 registrations, Maksudul Karim’s
(b. 1996) design, Chhaya Tori (ছায়া তরী),
which translates as Shadow Boat, was
selected. Award judge, Jeannette Plaut,
Co-Founder and Director Constructo, said:
“Karim takes up themes from the origins of
the tectonics, interlacing materials and
fibres to propose a habitable structure.
Exploring local materials and techniques he
offers experiences based in the generation
and superposition of shadows, presenting
an organic changing atmosphere.”
Karim’s winning design will be unveiled in
the heart of the Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy for the Dhaka Art Summit 2018 as
its inaugural Education Pavilion.
Learn more >>
IMAGE: Rendering of Chhaya Tori (Shadow Boat) (2017) by
Maksudul Karim for the Dhaka Art Summit 2018 Education
Pavilion. Image courtesy: Maksudul Karim and the
Samdani Art Foundation.

SAMDANI ART AWARD 2018
In June, the Samdani Art Award announced
the eleven finalists for the Award's fourth
edition. Each finalist will be commissioned
by the Samdani Art Foundation to create
new work, which will be exhibited at the
Dhaka Art Summit (DAS) in an exhibition
guest curated by Simon Castets, Director of
the Swiss Institute, New York. On selecting
the artists, Simon said:
"I had the privilege of meeting over twenty
artists while in Dhaka ... the quality, scope
and urgency of most works made the task of
curating a group of eleven positions
exceptionally challenging. While no
sweeping curatorial statement would do
justice to the breadth of artistic endeavors
at play, it can be said that all undertake
careful examinations of their respective
contexts through poignant vocabularies."
In partnership with the Liverpool Biennial,
with support from the New North and South
network, each finalist will be assigned an
international curator mentor. During DAS's
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Opening Celebration Weekend, the winner
will be selected by a jury chaired by Delfina
Foundation's Director Aaron Cezar and
comprised of artists Sheela Gowda, Runa
Islam, Subodh Gupta, and Mona Hatoum.
The Award will be presented by Tate's
Director, Dr. Maria Balshaw, and continuing
our ongoing partnership with The Delfina
Foundation, the winner will be given a
residency with the Foundation in London.
Learn more about the finalists >>
IMAGE: Debasish Shom, Untitled (2016) from the artist'
ongoing project, In the Rivers Dark. Image courtesy: the
artist.

SAMDANI ARTIST-LED INITIATIVES
FORUM RESEARCH TRIP
In July, the Samdani Art Foundation
partnered with the Goethe-Institut
Bangladesh to take several members of the
Samdani Artist-Led Initiatives Forum to
documenta14 and Skulptur Projekte
Münster, including: Gidree Bawlee's Project
Coordinator, Salma Jamal
Moushum,Founder and Project Director,
URONTO Artist Community, Sadya Mizan,
and Jewel A. Rob from BACK Art.
The trip was an opportunity for those
attending to meet with documenta14 staff
and develop themselves, and their
organisations, professionally. Our Artistic
Director, Diana Campbell Betancourt
explains:
"We hope that this documenta14
experience, with a strong showing of
artists from South Asia, can inspire a new
generation of Bangladeshi artists ... travel
and experiencing other cultures is an
important part of creative growth and we
look forward to many more such study trips
- the first of which began in 2012 at
documenta13 where two Bangladeshi
artists were supported by the Samdani Art
Foundation to make a film about their
documenta experience and to share it with
their peers back in Bangladesh."
Learn more about the Forum >>
IMAGE: Samdani Artist-Led Initiative Forum members with
Guillermo Galindo's installation Sonophagus (2017), which
contains Bengali text, at documenta14.

SAMDANI ART FOUNDATION COLLECTION

DONATION OF RASHID CHOUDHURY
TAPESTRY
TO TATE
The Samdani Art Foundation is pleased to
announce the donation of Rashid
Choudhury's Untitled (1984) tapestry, from
our collection, to Tate.
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The Foundation's first donation to a major
museum collection, it marks a new turn in
our philanthropic work. Tate is
anorganisation we hold close connections
with through our
Founders Nadia and Rajeeb Samdani, who
are both members of Tate’s South Asian
Acquisition Committee (which Rajeeb also
co-Chairs), and Tate's International
Council.
Learn more about our collection >>
IMAGE: Detail of Rashid Choudhury's Untitled (1984)

SRIHATTA SAMDANI SCULPTURE
PARK COMMISSION:
SUBAS TAMANG
Emerging Nepali artist Subas Tamang, the
descendent of indigenous stone carvers,
has been onsite at Srihatta: Samdani Art
Centre and Sculpture Park for three-weeks,
expanding on his series, I Want to Die in My
Own House.
Tamang is creating a monumental slate
roof inspired by a fading form of South
Asian architecture, not seen in Sylhet, that
was once prevalent across South Asia. The
roof will then be intricately carved with
the images of Tamang’s migrant worker
parents who built homes for others without
owning their own. The piece articulates the
dreams of many such villagers: to own their
own homes and to live life on their own
terms.
Srihatta will open to the public, late 2018.
Learn more about Srihatta >>
IMAGE: Artist Subas Tamang at work on site at Srihatta:
Samdani Art Centre and Sculpture Park.

SAMDANI ART FOUNDATION AROUND THE WORLD

2017 ARTS AND MUSEUM SUMMIT
Manila, Philippines
6 - 7 November 2017

Samdani Art Foundation Artistic Director,
Diana Campbell Betancourt, has been invited
to contribute to the Asia Society's 2017 Arts
and Museum Summit, 'Cultivating an Arts
Community in the 21st Century.'
The Summit will host a series of
presentations and panel discussions
featuring leading international arts
professionals, from the Asia Pacific region
and beyond, all invited to share insights on
audience engagement through community
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and educational programming at cultural
institutions, and outreach strategies to
build new audiences.
Learn more >>

M+ MATTERS
REORIENT: CONVERSATIONS ON
SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST ASIA
Hong Kong

30 November – 2 December 2017
Samdani Art Foundation Artistic Director,
Diana Campbell Betancourt, has been
invited to contribute to M+’s first public
event to focus exclusively on the region of
South and Southeast Asia.
The three-day event brings together key
practitioners, curators, researchers and
thinkers from across South and Southeast
Asia, to present and discuss critical issues
related to their practice, institutions and
contexts, to 'reorient' attention southward.
Learn more >>

ENTANGLED REALITY:
Curated by Ruxmini Reckvana Q
Choudhury
LLLLLL, Vienna
In August, Samdani Art Foundation Assistant
Curator, Ruxmini Reckvana Q Choudhury
was invited to curate an exhibition of young
Bangladeshi artists work at artist-led art
space, LLLLLL, in Vienna.
Exploring the consciousness of the realities
around us from a sociopolitical context,
Ruxmini undertook lengthy discussions with
each of the participating artists--some
lasting a few months--and selected works
which reflected each artists perception of
their own personal reality. The exhibition
was an attempt to discuss the current
situation of our society, both local and
global, through five different standpoints.
IMAGE: Installation view of Mizanur Rahman's ongoing
series, Mouth Full of Sugar at LLLLLL. Image credit:
LLLLLL.

RECOGNITION OF THE SAMDANI ART FOUNDATION'S WORK

ART REVIEW: POWER 100
Samdani Art Foundation Founders, Nadia
and Rajeeb Samdani, were named in Art
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Review's legendary Power Art 100 list for
the third consecutive year.
The list, released annually, ranks the 100
most influential people in the
contemporary art world. Nadia and Rajeeb
were recognised, once again, for their
ongoing work to strengthen the art scene in
Bangladesh through the Samdani Art
Foundation and the Dhaka Art Summit.
Learn more >>

ARTNEWS: TOP 200 COLLECTORS
Samdani Art Foundation Founders, Nadia
and Rajeeb Samdani, were named, for the
third consecutive year, in the Art News
annual 'Top 200 Collectors' list.
In recognition of their inclusion in the 28th
edition of the list, Art News asked Nadia
who inspired her to begin collecting.
Naming her father who collected modern
Bangladeshi art, Nadia said: “I have lived
surrounded by art all my life and grew
interest from my childhood."
Learn more >>

SAVE THE DATE:
DHAKA ART SUMMIT 2018

2 - 10 FEBRUARY 2018
Opening Celebration Weekend: 2 - 4 February 2018
Closing Scholars Weekend: 8 - 10 February 2018
Join us for the 4th edition of the Dhaka Art Summit (DAS), which will be held at the Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy, from the 2 – 10 February 2018, produced by the Samdani Art Foundation, in
collaboration with the Ministry of Cultural Affairs and Ministry of Information, People’s Republic of
Bangladesh.
Over an extended 9-day long programme, DAS 2018 will exhibit the work of over 300 artists across 9
curated exhibitions; bring together over 120 speakers from leading international institutions;
develop a new Education Pavilion hosting a curriculum of workshops for the creative community of
Bangladesh; showcase the work of 12 of Bangladesh’s leading artist-led initiatives; all enriched by a
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new Art Mediation programme designed exclusively for DAS’s audiences by emerging Bangladeshi
arts professionals, in collaboration with leading international experts.
For programming updates, visit: www.dhakaartsummit.org
info@dhakaartsummit.org

SAMDANI ART FOUNDATION IN THE NEWS

For further information, please visit:
samdani.com.bd

Contact Us:
info@samdani.com.bd
Tel: +8802 8878784-7

Copyright © 2017 Samdani Art Foundation, All rights reserved.
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

http://mailchi.mp/samdani.com.bd/final-test-samdani-art-foundation-winter-newsletter-1906793?e=[UNIQID]

7/7

