
 

 

Oil and Natural Gas Sector:  

Emission Standards for New, Reconstructed, and Modified Sources Reconsideration   

Docket No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2017-0483 

 

December 17, 2018  

 

Dear U.S. EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler,  

 

As local elected officials from across the United States, we write to you today to express our strong 

opposition to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (“EPA’s”) proposed rule entitled Oil and Natural 

Gas Sector: Emission Standards for New, Reconstructed, and Modified Sources Reconsideration, 83 Fed. 

Reg. 52,056 (Oct. 15, 2018). We urge the U.S. EPA to abandon this rulemaking effort, and retain the 

2016 new source methane rule which has already been in effect and delivering pollution reductions for 

over two years.  

 

EPA’s proposed rollback comes as mounting scientific evidence underscores the need for cutting methane 

emissions from the oil and gas sector. Most recently, a 2018 study in the journal Science that included 

more than 140 researchers from 40 institutions found that the EPA has underestimated methane emissions 

from the oil and gas industry by nearly 60 percent. In fact, the oil and gas industry emits 13 million metric 

tons of methane each year. That is about $2 billion-worth of natural gas and enough energy to meet the 

needs of 10 million households.   

 

Instead of tackling this problem, the EPA’s proposed rollback would significantly weaken the reasonable 

standards found in the current rule, allowing hundreds of thousands of tons of additional methane, volatile 

organic compounds, and hazardous air pollutants to enter our air while wasting tens of millions of dollars-

worth of American natural gas.  

 

While several leading states have already demonstrated the feasibility and effectiveness of methane 

standards for the oil and gas industry, EPA’s proposal would allow significant additional pollution by 

both loosening federal safeguards and allowing other weak state programs to substitute for federal 

standards—harming all Americans. 

 

Some states have already implemented protections similar to those found in the current standards and 

proven them to be cost-effective. For example, Colorado was the first state to adopt methane rules in 2014 

that included standards that require regular leak detection and repair (up to once a month at facilities with 

the largest potential for emissions). After the first year of implementation, these standards resulted in a 75 

percent decrease in detected leaks.  This was accomplished with no complaints to the state about the cost 

of compliance. Indeed, the standards have been so successful that Colorado recently moved to strengthen 

them.1  

 

Other states such as California, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wyoming have likewise taken steps to 

implement leak detection and repair programs at oil and gas facilities. These states demonstrate the 

importance, feasibility, and cost-effectiveness of addressing harmful pollution from the oil and gas sector. 

 

In contrast, other states such as Texas—which has the most oil and gas wells in the country—lack 

meaningful state standards for methane and smog-forming pollution from the oil and gas sector. While 

                                                 
1 https://www.edf.org/media/colorado-oil-gas-association-and-environmental-defense-fund-joint-statement-air-
quality.  

http://science.sciencemag.org/cgi/doi/10.1126/science.aar7204
https://www.edf.org/media/colorado-oil-gas-association-and-environmental-defense-fund-joint-statement-air-quality
https://www.edf.org/media/colorado-oil-gas-association-and-environmental-defense-fund-joint-statement-air-quality


EPA has proposed to deem Texas’s state requirements equivalent to the current standards, analysis 

indicates that at most, 5% of the more than 10,000 wells in Texas subject to the current EPA standards are 

required by the state to conduct some form of leak detection and repair.2 

 

EPA’s proposal to simultaneously weaken leak detection requirements and to allow state program with 

little to no protections substitute for federal standards runs contrary to longstanding history of the new 

source performance standards—which were meant to provide a uniform set of protections that all 

Americans can rely on—and will leave millions of Americans, including those in our communities, 

exposed to additional air pollution.  

 

Air pollution does not stop at the state border, and the EPA has a duty to set a strong floor by retaining the 

current federal standards for reducing methane emissions and air pollution from the oil and gas industry.  

 

Rolling back the EPA’s current new source methane rule will simply result in dirty air and wasted energy. 

Again, we respectfully request that the EPA withdraw its proposal.  

 

Very sincerely,  

 

 

California 

San Luis Obispo 

Mayor Heidi Harmon 

San Luis Obispo, California 

 

Colorado 

Adams County 

Commissioner Steve O'Dorisio 

Welby, Colorado 

 

Arapahoe County 

Commissioner Nancy Jackson 

Aurora, Colorado 

 

Archuelta County 

Commissioner Michael Whiting 

Pagosa Springs, Colorado 

 

Boulder County 

Commissioner Deb Gardner 

Longmont, Colorado 

 

Boulder County 

Commissioner Elise Jones 

Boulder, Colorado 

 

City of Boulder 

Mayor Suzanne Jones 

Boulder, Colorado 

                                                 
2 Dr. Renee McVay and Hillary Hull, Assessment of State-Level Fugitive Emissions Programs in Comparison to EPA 
NSPS (Dec. 8, 2017), available at https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=EPA-HQ-OAR-2010-0505-12451.  

City of Boulder 

Mayor Pro Tem Sam Weaver 

Boulder, Colorado 

 

City of Broomfield 

Mayor Pro-Tem Bette Erickson 

Broomfield, Colorado 

 

City of Durango 

Councilmember Dean Brookie 

Durango, Colorado 

 

City of Durango 

Councilmember Dick White 

Durango, Colorado 

 

City of Golden 

Mayor Marjorie Sloan  

Golden, Colorado 

 

City of Lafayette 

Mayor Christine Berg 

Lafayette, Colorado 

 

City of Lafayette 

Mayor Pro Tem Jamie Harkins 

Lafayette, Colorado 

 

  

https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=EPA-HQ-OAR-2010-0505-12451


City of Longmont  

Mayor Pro Tem Polly Christensen 

Longmont, Colorado 

 

City of Northglenn  

Councilmember Jenny Willford 

Northglenn, Colorado 

 

Eagle County 

Commissioner Jill Ryan 

Eagle, Colorado 

 

Gilpin County 

Commissioner Gail Watson 

Central City, Colorado 

 

Gunnison County 

Commissioner John Messner 

Gunnison, Colorado 

 

Holy Cross Energy 

Director Dave Munk 

Carbondale, Colorado 

 

La Plata County 

Commissioner Gwen Lachelt 

Durango, Colorado 

 

La Plata Electric Association 

Board Member Britt Bassett 

Durango, Colorado 

 

Pitkin County 

Pitkin Commissioner, Chair Patti Clapper 

Aspe, Colorado 

 

Pitkin County 

Commissioner George Newman 

Aspen, Colorado 

 

Pitkin County 

Commissioner Greg Poschman 

Aspen, Colorado 

 

Pitkin County  

Commissioner Rachel Richards 

Aspen, Colorado 

 

San Miguel County 

Commissioner Hilary Cooper 

Telluride, Colorado 

San Miguel County 

Commissioner Joan May 

Telluride, Colorado 

 

San Miguel County 

Commissioner Kris Holstrom 

Placerville, Colorado 

 

Southwestern Water Conservation District 

Board Director and Treasurer Jenny Russell 

Telluride, Colorado 

 

Summit County 

Commissioner Dan Gibbs 

Breckenridge, Colorado 

 

Town of Basalt 

Councilmember Auden Schendler 

Basalt, Colorado 

 

Town of Basalt 

Councilmember Katie Schwoerer 

Basalt, Colorado 

 

Town of Carbondale 

Mayor Dan Richardson 

Carbondale, Colorado 

 

Town of Erie  

Trustee Adam Haid 

Erie, Colorado 

 

Town of Lyons 

Mayor Connie Sullivan 

Lyons, Colorado 

 

Town Of Nederland 

Mayor Kristopher Larsen 

Nederland, Colorado 

 

Town of Telluride 

Mayor Pro Tem Todd Brown 

Telluride, Colorado 

 

  



New Mexico  

Las Cruces, NM Dona Ana County 

Commissioner-Elect Karen Trujillo 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

Bernalillo County 

Commissioner-Elect Charlene Pyskoty 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Bernalillo County 

Commissioner Debbie O'Malley 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Bernalillo County 

Commissioner Maggie Hart Stebbins 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

City of Albuquerque 

Councilmember Diane Gibson 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

City of Albuquerque 

Councilmember Issac Benton 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

City of Albuquerque 

Councilmember Pat Davis 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

City of Albuquerque 

Mayor Tim Keller 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

City of Aztec 

Commissioner Mark Lewis 

Aztec, New Mexico 

 

City of Aztec 

Mayor Victor Snover 

Aztec, New Mexico 

 

City of Las Cruces 

Councilmember Gabe Vasquez 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

City of Las Cruces 

Councilmember Gil Sorg 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

City of Las Cruces 

Mayor Ken Miyagishima  

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

City of Santa Fe 

Councilmember Carol Romero-Wirth 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

City of Santa Fe 

Councilmember Joseph Maestas 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

City of Santa Fe 

Councilmember Renee Villarreal 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

City of Santa Fe 

Mayor Alan Webber 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

Dona Ana County 

Comissioner-Elect Shannon Reynolds 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Hose of Representatives 

Representative Angelica Rubio 

Las Cruces, New Mexico  

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Chair, House Labor and Economic Development 

Committee Bill McCamley 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative Andres Romero 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative Christine Trujillo 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative Daymon Ely 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative Deborah Armstrong 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

  



New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative Elizabeth Thomson  

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative Gail Chasey 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative Georgene Louis 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative Javier Martinez 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives  

Representative Joanne J. Ferrary  

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative Nathan Small 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative-Elect Andrea Romero 

Santa Fe County, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative-Elect Joy Garratt 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative-Elect Natalie Figueroa 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representative-Elect NM HD20 Abbas Akhil 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives  

Representatives-Elect Karen Bash 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

Representatives-Elect Micaela Lara Cadena 

Mesilla, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico House of Representatives 

State Representative HD 70 Tomas Salazar 

Chapelle, New Mexico 

New Mexico Public Regulation Commission 

Commissioner Valerie Espinoza 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Public Regulation Commission 

Commissioner-Elect Steve Fischmann 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Public Regulation Commission 

Vice Chair Cynthia Hall 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Senate 

Majority Leader Peter Wirth 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Senate 

Senator Bill O'Neill 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Senate 

Senator Cisco McSorley 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Senate 

Senator Jeff Steinborn 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Senate 

Senator Jerry Ortiz y Pino 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Senate 

Senator Liz Stefanics 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Senate 

Senator Michael Padilla 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico Senate 

Senator Mimi Stewart 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

  



Sandoval County Commission 

Commissioner-Elect Katherine Bruch 

Rio Rancho, New Mexico 

 

Santa Fe County 

Commissioner Anna Hamilton 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

Santa Fe County 

Commissioner Anna Hansen 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

New Mexico State Land Office 

State Land Commissioner-Elect Stephanie 

Garcia Richard 

Los Alamos, New Mexico 

 

State legislature 

Representative Debra Sariñana 

Albuquerque, New Mexico  

 

State Legislature 

Representative Matthew McQueen 

Galisteo, New Mexico 

 

State of New Mexico 

Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

North Carolina  

North Carolina House of Representatives 

Representative Graig Meyer 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

 

Texas  

City of Austin 

Mayor Steve Adler 

Austin, Texas 

 

City of San Antonio 

Councilmember Ana Sandoval 

San Antonio, Texas 

 

City of San Antonio 

Councilmember John Courage 

San Antonio, Texas 

 

City of San Antonio 

Councilmember William Shaw III 

San Antonio, Texas 

 

Texas House of Representatives 

Representative Gene Wu 

Houston, Texas 

 

Texas House of Representatives 

Representative Gina Hinojosa 

Austin, Texas 

 

Texas House of Representatives 

Representative Jessica Farrar 

Houston, Texas 

 

Texas House of Representatives 

Representative Rafael Anchia 

Dallas, Texas 

 

 


