
 Climb the Hill – Action on Climate Change 

Climate change denial in the current Administration 

Since 2016, the current administration has been actively dismantling science-based climate 
protections put in place during the Obama-era, sidelining scientific evidence, and erasing 
evidence based progress on scientific integrity. Many self-proclaimed climate change deniers 
have been placed in critical environmental, land management, and climate protection leadership 
roles, leading to an increase in oil and gas development on important federal lands in the name 
of “energy dominance.” The administration has also pulled out of the Paris Climate Agreement 
and created the Affordable Clean Energy Rule which effectively replaced the Obama 
administration’s program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions with a weaker and far less 
effective plan that could potentially lead to higher emissions. Climbers overwhelmingly support 
the scientific consensus on climate change, agreeing that the world is warming and carbon 
emissions, sourced from the burning of fossil fuels and deforestation is largely the driver. Public 
lands are a major source of ecosystem services, providing such resources as: fresh water, rich 
soils, biodiversity, and air filtration to name a few. The climbing community agrees that 
anthropogenic climate change is degrading these critical resources and it is time to act.  

● Policymakers must utilize scientific data and integrity that is impartial and peer reviewed 
from which to base decisions. 

● The National Geographic has been actively updating a running list of how the current 
administration is changing environmental policy. Some key points are: Andrew Wheeler’s 
designation as EPA Administrator, he is a former coal lobbyist that has already been 
working to dismantle regulations on coal emissions. An executive order calling for increase 
in logging on public lands. Read the full list to learn more.  

● Marginalized communities are disproportionately impacted by environmental degradation 
including impacts from climate change. Vulnerable populations will be subject to food and 
water shortages, mass migrations, heat-exacerbated illness, and social conflict 

● Cap and trade is an economic approach to reduce emissions that is utilized in many 
different countries. It harnesses market forces to reduce emissions in a cost effective way. 
Currently, 9 states in the US participate in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, a cap-
and-trade program created in 2009. The US has not created a nationwide system at this 
point.  

● Climbers and Patagonia believe that the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) is a wildlife 
refuge, not an oil field. Drilling in ANWR will destroy intact wilderness and violates the 
human rights of the Gwich’in who rely on this sacred place to sustain their culture and way 
of life.   

● Climate change uniquely affects outdoor recreation, fundamentally changing public land use 
patterns and stunting economic opportunities. For climbers this means fewer (or more 
dangerous) alpine routes due to glacier and snowfield melt, less ice climbing opportunities, 
and visitor displacement on vast areas of public land every summer due to forest fires—
affecting many areas climbers currently enjoy. 

● The oil and gas industry is one of the largest sources of methane pollution in the US, and 
studies show that reducing oil and gas methane is the lowest hanging fruit in the fight 
against climate change.  

● Last Spring Congress held a hearing on the effects of climate change on outdoor recreation 
(see testimony from Outdoor Alliance here), but now the Trump administration is working to 
completely deregulate methane, a potent greenhouse gas responsible for 25% of manmade 
global warming. This proposal could entirely eliminate the regulation of methane— 



something not even supported by prominent oil and gas companies. Look here for more 
background on how methane leaking and flaring harms outdoor recreation. 

Climate Change Reform  

Issues related to climate change trickle into every aspect of modern-day life. There needs to be 
a unified, scientific understanding of the impact climate change will have on land and people 
across the globe. Nationally, legislation is needed to establish protections for marginalized 
communities and critical ecosystem services, as well as legislation that limits greenhouse gas 
emissions on a larger scale. 

● The climbing community supports The Climate Action Now Act (H.R.9). This bill is the first 
climate bill to pass in the House in a decade, and would keep the US in the Paris climate 
agreement. Additionally, H.R.9 would require the President to send a plan to congress 
detailing how the US will meet its emissions reductions targets and would block Trump from 
using federal funds to withdraw from the Paris Agreement. 

● We support the Arctic Cultural and Coastal Plain Protection Act (H.R. 1146). This would 
block the administration’s plan to allow destructive oil exploration and drilling in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge.  

● Climbers also support the Methane Waste Prevention Act (H.R. 2711). This bill would direct 
the EPA to preserve critical methane protections that  reduce methane from new and 
updated oil and gas facilities, and infrastructure the DOI to reinstate and update 
complementary protections to reduce leaks, venting, and flaring of natural gas from public 
lands. It would also increase transparency to taxpayers through reporting requirements that 
would indicate how much gas is lost from public lands.  

 


