
Climb the Hill – Public Land Energy Policy 
Interior Department’s Damaging “Energy Dominance Agenda” 

In 2017, through executive orders President Trump announced his “Energy Dominance” agenda for public land 
energy development, removing perceived “burdens” like environmental regulation and opportunities for public 
input. Now the administration is fast tracking permits for oil and gas development with limited environmental 
analysis, reducing land protections (e.g., the controversial Bears Ears National Monument reduction) and 
threatening public land recreation—all in the name of energy development. Recently, the Environmental 
Protection Agency proposed to completely deregulate methane—a byproduct of oil & gas development—that is 
harmful to recreation and the outdoor economy that supports 7.6 million direct jobs, $887 billion in consumer 
spending, $65.3 billion in wages and salaries, and $59.2 billion in state and local tax revenue.  

• Federal law mandates that all public land uses, including conservation, cultural/natural resource protection, 
oil & gas development, and recreation be considered equally during planning and management. The 
climbing community is not opposed to responsible energy development; however, we oppose efforts to 
prioritize energy above all other public land values.  

• Climbers oppose any administrative reduction of national monuments, specifically the modifications of 
protected lands to allow for energy resource development such as at Bears Ears National Monument where 
the Interior Department is now focused on energy development on the acreage struck from the monument. 

• Climate change uniquely affects outdoor recreation, fundamentally changing public land use patterns and 
stunting economic opportunities. For climbers this means fewer (or more dangerous) alpine routes due to 
glacier and snowfield melt, less ice climbing opportunities, and visitor displacement of vast areas public 
land every summer due to forest fires—affecting many areas climbers currently enjoy. 

• The oil and gas industry is one of the largest sources of methane pollution in the US, and studies show that 
reducing oil and gas methane is the lowest hanging fruit in the fight against climate change.  

• Last Spring Congress held a hearing on the effects of climate change on outdoor recreation (see testimony 
from Outdoor Alliance here), but now the Trump administration is working to completely deregulate 
methane, a potent greenhouse gas responsible for 25% of manmade global warming. This proposal could 
entirely eliminate the regulation of methane— something not even supported by prominent oil and gas 
companies. Look here for more background on how methane leaking and flaring harms outdoor recreation. 

Oil and Gas Leasing Reform 

Issues related to oil and gas development on public land include impacts from industrial infrastructure and related access 
roads, visual and aesthetic impacts, safety, noise, odor, and air/water quality concerns. Efforts in Congress seek to 
balance the Interior Department’s aggressive efforts to lease for oil and gas regardless of impacts to recreation. 
A new bill (H.R. 3225) introduced by Rep. Mike Levin (D-CA) would codify some needed reforms to the oil 
and gas the leasing process that would preserve public input and protect other multiple uses like recreation. 

• The climbing community supports Restoring Community Input and Public Protections in Oil and Gas 
Leasing Act of 2019 (H.R.3225), in particular provisions that reinstate Master Leasing Plans (MLPs), a 
smart and inclusive planning process that has protected recreation around Moab, Utah while allowing 
drilling in the right places. The Trump administration has killed “MLPs” calling them a “burden” under its 
“energy dominance” agenda.  

• Climbers also support provisions in H.R. 3225 that seek to appropriately space lease sales, bring public 
review and comment processes into a more reasonable and accessible conformity, and thus ensure 
opportunities for meaningful public review by people like the climbing community—all which protect 
recreation on public lands.  


