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This book assesses the construction, operation and effects 
of the international protection regime for human rights 
defenders, which has evolved significantly over the last 
twenty years in response to the risks people face as they 
promote and protect human rights. The volume
draws upon the experiences of human rights defenders 
who continue to persevere in their activism in Indonesia, 
Egypt, Kenya, Mexico and Colombia. This book will be a 
though-provoking guide for students and scholars of 
politics, international relations, law and human rights, as 
well as to practitioners engaged in the protection of human 
rights defenders at risk.
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Reviews

“… [This] is a book that will make major contributions to the efficacy and strength of 
movements for justice." -- Margaret L. Satterthwaite, NYU School of Law, USA

" This welcome and timely volume…draws valuable lessons from the experiences of hundreds 
of human rights defenders in Colombia, Egypt, Indonesia, Kenya and Mexico about how 
defenders survive at the local level and what help might be had from the international 
community." -- Neil Mitchell, University College London, United Kingdom

"…This is a critical contribution for those interested in the realities of human rights struggles 
around the world." -- Ulisses Terto Neto, State University of Goiás, Brazil

"…This is a must read for those who want to know more about how human rights defenders 
around the globe navigate risks and how they should be better protected." -- Sriprapha 
Petcharamesree, Mahidol University, Thailand
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