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Around 350 guests attended the Children’s Advocacy Center
of the Coastal Bend’s fifth annual Roast Fundraiser held April
5 at the Corpus Christi Country Club. The guest of honor was
Port of Corpus Christi Commissioner Barbara Canales.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S
CORNER
By Clarissa Mora
It takes an entire community to come together to
spread the word about child abuse. April was Child
Abuse Prevention Month. We partnered to plan
events, give talks and be available to lend a helping
hand in several events – from the Mayor’s
Proclamation and health fairs to awareness walks
and “Ask the Expert” segments. We worked with the
Nueces County Child Welfare Board, Del Mar
College, the Coalition for Crime Victims’ Rights,
Education Service Center, Region 2, Austin County
Head Start, Crockett Elementary School and the
Antonio E. Garcia Arts & Education Center.
On April 5, we held our fifth annual Roast
fundraiser at the Corpus Christi Country Club. We
had a great turnout at our event, which honored
Port of Corpus Christi Commissioner Barbara
Canales. Our sponsors were vital to our fundraiser’s
success. We also had a thriving silent auction to
generate additional funds.
We were excited to be invited to take part in the
Moody High School Key Club’s “Bubbles Not Bruises”
awareness event. We made a new connection
through Angie Reinford of Icare Training who
created a Facebook video about the CACCB.
And, while there’s so much enthusiasm in April, it’s
vital that we maintain the momentum for this cause.
Child abuse does not rest. Neither can we. Let’s be
the best advocates we can be. Not just in April, but
year-round.

CACCB, ICARE TRAINING
TEAM UP FOR APRIL CHILD
ABUSE AWARENESS VIDEO

Angie Reinford of Icare Training childcare training
services in Corpus Christi had a goal in mind when
she approached the CACCB about making an April
Child Abuse Awareness video. She aimed to bring
child abuse awareness to the public, educate them
on preventing and reporting abuse, and give people
a direct source to donate to and help make a
difference.
"We are better together," said Reinford. "So let's
keep making a difference in children's lives and
leave a positive imprint for the next generation."
So far, the video has received more than 1,000
views. The video can be accessed through the
CACCB Facebook page or the @icaretraining.net
Facebook page.
"The goal is to have as many people view it as
possible," she said.

TEXAS PROSECUTORS OFFER INSIGHT INTO THE CASE
THAT HELPED SHUTDOWN BACKPAGE.COM
Backpage.com, the world's top website for posting children to buy for sex,
was shut down in April.
Click https://www.caller.com/story/news/local/2018/04/16/districtattorneys-office-shares-new-details-backpage-case/520210002/
to learn about the Nueces County District Attorney's Office's involvement
in the prosecution of Backpage.com CEO Carl Ferrer.

The event, which included dinner and a silent auction, was held during
Child Abuse Prevention Month. A special thanks goes out to all our
sponsors and the Nueces County District Attorney's Office who
surprised the CACCB with a $10,000 check.
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"When the Center was first established
around 1994, I began to utilize it,” he said. “I feel
that the forming of the Center had an
immediate impact in that all victims and
When Det. John R. “J.R.” witnesses were interviewed in the same
manner by a trained child forensic interviewer.”
Rodriguez was
More than 20 years later, Rodriguez strongly
investigating crimes
believes that the CACCB is highly effective in
against children in the
assisting the CCPD and CPS with their
Corpus Christi Police
investigations of crimes against children. He
Department’s (CCPD)
applauds the work of the CACCB staff. Those
Homicide Division in
1990, the CACCB did not persons include knowledgeable family
advocates who provide needed services and
yet exist. Back then,
resources for the families of victims; trained
child victims and
forensic interviewers who place the child
witnesses were
victims and witnesses at ease during
interviewed at the CPS
interviews, allowing investigators to obtain
offices by their
investigators. After the critical information that assists law
enforcement in prosecuting perpetrators; and
CCPD formed a
Domestic Violence Unit, the MEP Program who reviews all intakes to
ensure children who are eligible for services
Rodriguez was one of
can receive them.
two detectives in the
“For these reasons, I have an unending
unit who worked child
support for the CAC,” he said.
crimes.

UPCOMING DATES
May. 15: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Grub Burger Bar Fundraiser

May 28: CACCB closed for
Memorial Day

June 15 - 6-8 p.m.: Kendra
Scott Fundraiser at La
Palmera

July 4 - CACCB closed for
Fourth of July

For details, follow us on
Facebook; or call the Center
at (361) 855-9058.

