Story behind the work in Victoria Prison
Tokyo trip
4-11 Oct 2010

We, selected 7 Hong Kong designers, were invited by Ambassadors of
Design to have an very “loose” schedule exchange. Except the design
institute visit, everyone could plan their own routine to visit
wherever they want to get inspiration for the show in Victoria
Prison.

I made my trip to prison in Tokyo.
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From the observation
of Japanese daily
life, whatever they
treat themselves,
others or object, it
shows product’s
character: neat,
practical, high
quality but never
overdone, they made
everything in well
order. It inspires me,
for the culture sake,
we should start
creation from our
life.
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We visited the Slow
Café, rooftop farm, and
the DIY experiment
house, there is a lot of
green life possibilities
could be happened in the
city.

I transfer “slow’
concept into the work by
slowing down the video
and object selection,
also abundant handmade
production in sewing and
installation.
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Another side of the
city, student image is
very popular in
different advertisement
and billboard.
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They are all school
uniform, but for
different purpose, the
above one is from
school uniform shop,
the bottom two are
from sex shop in
Shibuya.
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Japanese young designer Kei Wada took me to
sex shop when I decided to dress up like a
Japanese school girl for the shooting. With
his translation, I was not only able to buy
this uniform which was most popular, 99% as
same as one of the famous school, but also
asked many questions about the detail of the
uniform, eg, whicQ kind of sock is most
popular now , and which type of shoes
should be come up with”.
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In Tkejiri Institute of Design, I found where is their
humanity of design from: whatever how convenient of
the internet is and how busy of they are, they
treasure every Tuesday brunch gathering for the idea
and information exchange.
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In Ikejiri Institute of Design, I met city
bike tour organizer, Kiyota Naohiro, who
inspired me the core element in this project:

bike riding.
I called him “life designer”

He showed me “Tall Bike workshop”’, but I
preferred to ride on their “wide bike”.
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Tall bike workshpp tutor: Tomita Toshihiko
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My Japanese bike
supporter: Kiyota
Naohiro not only
helping to shoot the
video around the
present prison, but
also showing me the
way to the prisoner’s
product shop which
narrows the gap
between the prison
and residential area,
demos a harmony
relationship with the
neighbour community.
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I started my bike trip from the
prisoner product shop and ride
around the wall of the prison
(Fuchu Prison). Tried to do it
once in Hong Kong, but pulling
instead riding all the time.
Bicycle riding is a sport
activity rather than
transportation tool in Hong Kong.
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Tokyo is bike friendly
city, I even parked my
bike in the hotel room and
carried it back to Hong
Kong without extra charge.
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Another Prison:

I went to shopping mall
(Sunshine 60) was erected over
the site of former prison,
Sugamo Prison. Whatever model
and real building, it still
looked like a prison. I was
wondering in the shopping
mall, these texts caught my
eyes and inspired me to think
about the “convenience life”. I
changed a bit and put the
slogan on the floor of my
work.
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Every Life, Every Fun

We hope that the goods and services we provide
will make your day a better and brighter one.
More than just convenience. Let's go to Famima!!

better

I put “better” and “brighter” twice there, remmdmg there
is still something “more than just convenience

It also inspiring me to make school uniform which could be
put on 1in 1 second and to be young student for a while. This
convenience product is similar to those shopping malls and
convenience shops which are flooding in Hong Kong now.
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Back to Hong Kong, I invited the
housewife sewers from Hong Kong Women
Workers’ Association to make the
accessories of school uniform which I
" could put on for shooting inside and
. outside the former Victoria Prison.

Process of school uniform making:

Taking off the fabric from broken
umbrella, washing, drying, tailoring

“ and sewing.
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Hong Kong Women Workers
Association




