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It is a great honour to be invited to be the
curator for this show and to take this opportunity to
provide an in-depth understanding of Hong Kong
modern art and trace the development and education
of Hong Kong sculpture back through time.

Due to the space limitations of the venue, | only
could invite seven Hong Kong sculpture masters
for the show: Cheung Yee, Van Lau (could not join
the show for personal reason), Tong King-sum,
Ha Bik-chuen, Lee Fuk-wah, Chu Tat-shing and
Antonio Mak Hin-yeung. They contribute toward
Hong Kong sculpture with their particular cultural
background, and the current flourishing situation
for artin Hong Kong that we are now experiencing
could not have happened without them.

During the 1950s Hong Kong modern art was in
its infancy and there was no formal education in
modern sculpture. Towards the end of the 1950s,
Cheung Yee and Van Lau returned to Hong Kong
with formal art training from Taiwan University,
but without any formal sculpture training. They
helped to establish new ground for Hong Kong
modern sculpture, with their great enthusiasm
and artistic genius. They were Hong Kong’s first

generation to combine the “ East meets West’

art concept. They were not only well practised
in wood carving, stone carving, copper sheet
folding and welding, but also shared their
knowledge and taught a myriad of young
sculptors; some of which are now influential
contemporary  sculptors. Ha  Bik-chuen,
a self-taught sculptor, used found objects from
the city as his main material to create assemblage
artworks, and thus established his own artistic
uniqueness. Tong King-sum was the first one
under Cheung Yee’s mentorship, yet his
approach towards using wood was totally
different from Cheung’s, his works revealed the
glory of life through his fruit and torso creations,
and maintained the natural texture of the wood.
His followers have now become a mainstream
within the Hong Kong sculpture scene up to this day.

Nevertheless, it's not to say that only the above
masters were creating the history of Hong Kong
sculpture, in fact, other numerous sculptors have
joined the ranks of Hong Kong Sculpture and
established a name for themselves by enriching
the soil for future generations. | look forward with
hope, that there will be an opportunity for further
discussion.
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There are two parts to this exhibition: the first part
reveals the rarely seen works of Hong Kong
master sculptors, enabling us to witness their
artistic transition at different creation stages.
Small but precise.

The second part of this exhibition inaugurates
the first group of students to graduate from Hong
Kong Art School’ s sculpture department—the first
formal academic sculpture course in Hong Kong.

Over the past three months, students have
researched and collected information about the
selected master sculptors by visiting artists’

studios to interview their family and friends and
created corresponding works of art. This exhibition
reveals their response to and what they have
learnt during this research process. We may look
to them to become the new generation of sculptors.

It is not concluded yet, we are going to rearrange
and add information during the process of the
coming months and will launch it in our school
website later.

Lam Laam, Jaffa

Curator

Lecturer/Subject Coordinator (Sculpture) of
Hong Kong Art School
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Cheung Yee
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1976
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< & » Everlasting
7~ Wood
280x280cm Ek/cm
1972

Cheung Yee was born in Guangzhou in 1936.
Cheung was interested at an early age in
handicrafts ranging from paper-folding,
clay-modeling, stone sculpture and wood
carving. He attended Tak Ming Middle School
in Hong Kong, and studied painting under Ding
Yanyong. After he graduated from the National
Taiwan Normal University, he returned to Hong
Kong in 1958 to pursue his own art experiment.

In 1964, Cheung Yee and other art fellows founded
the “ Circle Group” to promote the modern art
movement in Hong Kong. As the pioneer of the
contemporary art movement in Hong Kong, his
artistic innovativeness and contributions also
won him an MBE in 1979 conferred by the Queen

of England. He was also awarded the
of the Year Award 1988” .

Sculptor

Cheung was professor of fine arts at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong from 1983 until 1998.
He was also Chairman of the Hong Kong Sculptor
Association and advisor to the Hong Kong
Museum of Art. Today he continues to explore
and create masterful artworks from his home in
California, USA.
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Tong King-sum

Tong King-sum was born in Hong Kong
in the 1940s. He understudied the art of
sculpture with Cheung Yee in 1971. He
was the co-founding member of the Visual
Arts Society in 1974 and was the chairman
in 1992-1993.

He has participated in many group
exhibitions in Hong Kong, Mainland China,
Taiwan, Canada, USA, France, the
Philippines, Korea, Macau and Mexico.
His first solo exhibition was held at Gallery
Eighties in Canada in 1980. Solo exhibitions
were also held in 1984 at the Hong Kong
Arts Centre and in 2007 at the Art Gallery
of City University of Hong Kong. The Hong
Kong Museum of Art held an exhibition in
2008 to pay tribute to Tong’ s works.

Left: Home interview with Ms Chiu Wai-yee (second from left), wife of

Mr Tong King-sum.

He attended the 10th and 11th International
Sculpture Conference in Canada and USA
in 1978 and 1980. Throughout the years
Tong actively participated in many activities
related to sculpture including being the
judge for the Philippe Charriol Foundation
Art Competition from 1995 to 2001.

Tong was the recipient of many awards,
among them the Urban Council Fine Arts
Award for sculpture in 1977, the 1991
Collection Award in the Exhibition of
Contemporary Sculpture Competition—
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, and the Best
Artist Award of the Hong Kong Arts
Development Council in 2008.

His works are collected by Hong Kong
Museum of Art, Hong Kong Heritage
Museum, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, The
University Museum and Art Gallery of
The University of Hong Kong, The City
University of Hong Kong and other private
collectors.
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Ha Bik-chuen

Ha Bik-chuen (1925-2009) was born in Xinhui
of Guangdong, China. He moved to Macau in
1949 and settled in Hong Kong in 1957. He
began practising the art of sculpture In 1960,
and excelled in making sculptures, prints, ink
painting and mixed media works.

He was the founding President of the Hong
Kong Sculpture Society, a member of the
Hong Kong Visual Arts Society, Hong Kong
Sculptors Association and Hong Kong
Graphics Society. His works were presented
in many of the “ Contemporary Hong Kong
Art Exhibition” and “ Contemporary Hong
Kong Art Biennial Exhibition” at Hong Kong
Museum of Art, and in the “ Art Now Hong
Kong Exhibition” which toured London,
Manchester, Bristol and Edinburgh in 1971.
His prints were exhibited in Hong Kong, USA,
Poland, Norway and Yugoslavia, including
the 5th International Miniature Print Exhibition
of 1975 at the Pratt Graphics Centre, USA. Ha
received many awards including the Award
for Arts Achievement (Visual Arts) by Hong
Kong Arts Development Council in 2003 and
the Outstanding Award in the 10th National
Exhibition of Fine Arts, China in 2004.

Above: Home studio visit and interview with Mrs Ha Leung Siu-mei,
wife of Mr Ha Bik-chuen

Bottom: Corner of Mr Ha' s studio.
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Chu Tat-shing

Students learned by assisting Mr Chu Tat-shing.

Chu Tat-shing studied in Hubei Institute of techniques and contemporary ideas. Chu ‘31
Fine Arts and graduated with an MFA from was awarded First Prize in “ 3-Dimensional

the Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing in Art Competition” in 1996 and First Prize

1980. He worked as the head of the Sculpture (Sculpture) in“ Olympic Art and Sport

Department in Hubei Art Academy. In 1984, Contest 2000 (Hong Kong)” in 2000.

Chu moved to Hong Kong. He is now a
committee member of China Artists Association,
member of Hong Kong Sculpture Society and
the Chairman of the Board of Directors, Art-
ist Commune. Chu has lived in Hong Kong
for twenty-six years, and has taught sculpture
at SPACE—University of Hong Kong, School
of Continuing and Professional Studies of
the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong
Kong Museum of Art and Hong Kong Visual
Arts Centre. In both teaching and art making,
he has tried to bring together traditional
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Lee Fuk-wah

Born in Hong Kong in 1943, Lee Fuk-wah,
Aries studied metalsmithing in the Tokyo
National University of Fine Arts and Music and
obtained his bachelor and master degrees in
1969 and 1971. He continued his studies in
sculpture at the Staatliche Kunstakademe in
D u sseldorf, Germany. From 1977 to 1985,
he taught at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. Now he focuses on his creative
artworks in his studios in Tokyo and San
Francisco. His ideas intermingle with the east
and the west, and the techniques combine
the traditional methods with modern technology.
His sculptures bring together the European
and American modernism and the traditional
spirit of Chinese and Japanese culture.

Aries Lee is no longer satisfied with the
traditional craft of metalworking. He recently
focuses himself on the use of computer 3D
programming for his creations in the studio
in San Francisco, USA. Mars Meets Venus,
Mingle of Shapes, Beauty and Couple are the
recent designs by computer application and
subsequently fabricated by wrought metal.
The lines and surfaces perfectly construct
the extraordinary forms for these splendid
sculptures that give one endless imagination.

#alp Welcome
$f Bronze
1991

Left: Interview with Mr Aries Lee (second from left)
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Mak Hin-yeung, Antonio

Mak Hin-yeung, Antonio was born in the
Philippines and moved to Hong Kong with
his family when he was one month old.
Mentored by his father, Mak Hong, a painter
and graphic designer, Mak began drawing
and painting at an early age. From 1971 to
1975, he studied painting at Goldsmith’ s
College, University of London and graduated
with 1st Class Honours. He was the winner
of The Delegacy Prize, UK. He undertook
studies in sculpture at the Slade School of
Art, University of London, and worked under
supervision at the Bronze Foundry of The
Royal College of Art, London, UK. In the late
1980s, Antonio traveled to the United States
for intensive training in the latest technical
methodologies of bronze casting and patina
processes at the Johnson Foundry in New
York. From 1975 to 1994, he held seven solo
exhibitions in Hong Kong and the UK, and
participated in group exhibitions in the UK,
China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. His works are
in local and international private and museum
collections.

A retrospective exhibition of Antonio Mak’ s
works was held posthumously at the Hong
Kong City Hall Exhibition Hall in 1995,
following the artist’ s untimely death in 1994.
“ Looking for Antonio Mak” is the artist’s
first major museum exhibition.
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