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OUT16/26450 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Re: Proposed southern Sydney offshore artificial reefs 
 
The NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI) – Fisheries will be deploying two offshore artificial 
reefs off the southern Sydney coast to increase fishing opportunities in the region. The reefs will be 
accessible from Port Botany and Port Hacking.  
 
The NSW DPI recently installed the State’s third offshore artificial reef off Port Macquarie in February 
2016 which followed from the construction of previous reefs off Shoalhaven Heads in January 2015 and 
Sydney's South Head in October 2011. The artificial reefs have proven to be very popular with 
recreational fishers with monitoring of the Sydney and Shoalhaven artificial reefs to date identifying 
large schools of fish including yellowtail scad, slimy mackerel, yellowtail kingfish (Fig. 1), snapper, silver 
trevally, teraglin and mulloway.  
 
It is proposed to construct each of the southern Sydney artificial reefs using up to 20 individual concrete 
modules measuring approximately 4-5 metres wide by 4-5 metres high and weighing up to 25 tonnes 
each with modules to be deployed in a patch-like arrangement (see Fig. 2). This design has been 
previously used for the Shoalhaven and Port Macquarie artificial reefs and for interstate artificial reef 
projects in Queensland, Western Australia and Victoria. The concrete modules will be designed to be 
self-weighted with no requirement for additional anchoring. Depending on finalisation of the preferred 
module design, each artificial reef will comprise of a total reef volume of around 1600 m3. The actual 
footprint area of the modules for each reef will be up to 320 m2 and likely to spread over areas of 100 
by 100 metres.  
 
DPI is undertaking an environmental assessment (EA) of the proposed artificial reefs which will assess 
potential impacts on a small sub-local scale (within 30 m radius of the individual reef modules) to 
regional scales (>10 km from the reef). As part of the EA, DPI is currently undertaking detailed 
consultation with all relevant stakeholders and government agencies to finalise the proposed reef 
areas.  
 
Comprehensive constraints mapping from South Coogee to the Royal National Park has been 
completed and seabed mapping has been undertaken throughout Bate Bay to south of Jibbon (Port 
Hacking) Point to identify suitable deployment areas. The preferred zone is a sandy area situated 
approximately 2.5 km south-south-east of Jibbon Point in 25-30 metres of water within 1 km offshore 
from the Royal National Park (see Fig. 3).  
 
If you have any comments on the proposed offshore artificial reef locations please submit them to the 
addresses below. It would also be helpful to provide reasons or relevant data to support any comments. 
If you wish your comments or submission to remain confidential, please mark ‘Confidential’.  
 
Email: fisheries.enhancement@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
 
Post: 
Southern Sydney Offshore Artificial Reefs 
NSW DPI  
PO Box 4291 
Coffs Harbour Jetty NSW 2450 
 
To keep up to date on the project visit the website 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/recreational/resources/artificial-reef 
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Figure 1: Yellowtail kingfish schooling above the Sydney offshore artificial reef 
 
 

 
 
Figure 2: An artist impression of newly deployed artificial reef modules on the sea floor 
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Figure 3: Proposed artificial reef deployment sites  

 


