
WGA DOCUMENTARY SCREENPLAY CONTRACT FOR THEATRICAL SCREENPLAYS 

DOCUMENTARY

BUDGET BELOW $500,000 BUDGET $500,000 -
BELOW $750,000

BUDGET $750,000 -
$1.2 MILLION

EMPLOYMENT:
WRITERS WHO ARE ALSO EMPLOYED 
AS PRODUCERS OR DIRECTORS
(ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY)

EMPLOYMENT:
WRITERS WHO ARE NOT ALSO EMPLOYED 
AS PRODUCERS OR DIRECTORS
(ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY)

SCREENPLAY “SPEC”
SALE (ORIGINAL)

47,862

47,862

If the budget is over $1.2 million, please call the WGAW’s Contract Department at (323) 782-4501 or the WGAE’s Signatories Department at (212) 767-7837 to learn 
how you  can work under the WGA Minimum Basic Agreement. The guilds encourage writers and their representatives to negotiate overscale deals and to defer as 
little of the Writer’s compensation as possible – these charts set forth the MINIMUM terms required to make your project under the WGA Low Budget Agreement or 
WGA Documentary Screenplay Contract.

WGA LOW BUDGET AGREEMENT FOR THEATRICAL SCREENPLAYS

NARRATIVE

BUDGET BELOW $200,000 BUDGET $200,000 -
BELOW $500,000

BUDGET $500,000 -
$1.2 MILLION

EMPLOYMENT:
WORK-FOR-HIRE (1ST & 2ND DRAFTS; 
ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY)

SCREENPLAY “SPEC”
SALE (ORIGINAL)

CHOOSE: CHOOSE:

47,862

47,862

47,862

Sign on Fees / Advancements, payment schedules and residuals to be discussed.
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WGA 2014 THEATRICAL AND TELEVISION BASIC AGREEMENT 
  THEATRICAL COMPENSATION (ARTICLE 13.A.1.a.)+  
 
        Third Period 
       Effective 
       5/2/16 – 5/1/17  
        LOW  HIGH 
 
A. Original Screenplay, Including 
 Treatment                       $71,236  $133,739 
  
 Installments: 
  Delivery of Original Treatment  32,276  53,450 
  Delivery of First Draft 
   Screenplay  28,052  53,450 
  Delivery of Final Draft 
   Screenplay  10,908  26,839 
 
B. Non-Original Screenplay, 
 Including Treatment       62,334  115,922 
 
 Installments: 
  Delivery of Treatment  23,374  35,633 
  Delivery of First Draft 
   Screenplay  28,052  53,450 
  Delivery of Final Draft 
   Screenplay  10,908  26,839 
 
C. Original Screenplay, Excluding 
 Treatment or Sale/Purchase of  
 Original Screenplay                      47,862  97,978 
 
 Installments for Employment: 
  Delivery of First Draft 
   Screenplay  36,964  71,268 
  Delivery of Final Draft 
   Screenplay  10,898  26,710 
 
D. Non-Original Screenplay, Excluding 
 Treatment or Sale/Purchase 
 of Non-Original Screenplay  38,950  80,160 
 
 Installments for Employment: 
  Delivery of First Draft 
   Screenplay  28,052  53,450 
  Delivery of Final Draft 
   Screenplay  10,898  26,710 
 
E. Additional Compensation for 
 Story included in Screenplay  8,912  17,818 
 
F. Story or Treatment  23,374  35,633 
 
G. Original Story or Treatment  32,276  53,450 
 
H. First Draft Screenplay, with or 
 without Option for Final Draft 
 Screenplay (non-original)   
 
  First Draft Screenplay  28,052  53,450 
  Final Draft Screenplay  18,696    35,633 
 
I. Rewrite of Screenplay  23,374  35,633 
 
J. Polish of Screenplay  11,695  17,818 
 
 
 
          
+Explanation of discounts on page 1. 

Text

Sign on Fees / Advancements, payment schedules and residuals to be discussed.
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