
 
NEW DATE FOR KEY UN CLIMATE TALKS COP26 ANNOUNCED 

 
Coalitions of civil society organisations from across the UK have welcomed the 
announcement of a new date for COP26, the UN climate talks that were due to happen in 
November 2020. COP26 will now take place from 1st - 12th November 2021 in Glasgow.  
 
Clara Goldsmith, Campaigns Director of The Climate Coalition said: “Postponing COP26 
was necessary due to the current health crisis. However, acting on climate change remains 
as urgent as ever, and we welcome the new date for these crucial talks. We need the UK as 
hosts to ensure the Glasgow climate summit is successful and sets us on the path to a safe 
climate for all. Underpinning all of this is the imperative that global economic recovery is 
sustainable and doesn't prevent us from limiting warming to 1.5C.” 
 
Key issues being discussed at the talks will include countries' national pledges in support of 
global efforts to hold global average temperature increases to 1.5C and increasing climate 
finance to help countries that have done least to cause the problem adapt to the effects of 
climate change and grow low-emission economies.  
 
Kevin Rahman-Daultrey, co-chair of Stop Climate Chaos Cymru said “ The talks must be 
given their proper significance, being held at a time when it is safe to do so and when the 
voices of civil society, activists, and those most affected by climate change can be heard - 
a task that will require careful consideration depending on how COVID-19 now develops.” 
 
UK coalitions campaigning on climate are planning to mobilise their supporters to push for 
more climate action and for UK governments to put in place early and ambitious plans to 
reduce emissions in order to encourage other countries to do the same. 
 
Tom Ballantine, chair of Stop Climate Chaos Scotland said “When the talks arrive in 
Glasgow, the people of the UK will stand in solidarity with those in the most impacted 
countries in demanding climate action. The world is currently on a path to catastrophic 
climate change. To alter that we must build momentum from now including through the 
delivery of a Just and Green Recovery from COVID. It is critical that our governments 
urgently get on track to meet their climate targets. We can and must set an example to the 
rest of the world before and during COP 26 in Glasgow.” 
 
Speaking on behalf of the educational institutions, environment and development NGOs in 
Northern Ireland who are collaborating on climate change, Malachy Campbell from Northern 
Ireland Environment Link (NIEL) said 'Northern Ireland must also play its part in meeting the 
UK target. NI does not have any NI-specific statutory climate change legislation and we 
believe this illustrates a lack of leadership. In 'New Decade, New approach' the NI 
Executive committed to introduce legislation and targets for reducing carbon emissions and 
the NI Assembly declared a climate emergency in January 2020, but still no targets have 
been set for NI. This situation should be rectified before COP 26, otherwise the UK 
government will be in the position of trying to co-ordinate a global response to tackling 
climate change when one part of the UK has no climate change targets. A climate act in NI 
should be an integral part of the green recovery'  
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Stop Climate Chaos Cymru is a coalition of 14 influential organisations based in Wales, who 
work together to mobilise our supporters and others across Wales, to bring about changes 
to help tackle climate change. 
 
Northern Ireland Environment Link (NIEL) is the networking and forum body for 
organisations interested in the natural and built environment of Northern Ireland. NIEL 
members are involved in a wide range of environmental issues at all levels from the local 
community to the global environment. NIEL brings together a wide range of knowledge, 
experience and expertise to inform policy development, practice and implementation 
across a range of environmental fields. 
 
Stop Climate Chaos Scotland (SCCS) is the biggest civil society coalition in Scotland, 
bringing together organisations campaigning on climate change. Its members include 
environment, faith and international development organisations, trade and student unions 
and community groups.  
 
The Climate Coalition is the UK’s largest group of people dedicated to action against 
climate change. Along with our sister organisations Stop Climate Chaos Cymru and Stop 
Climate Chaos Scotland, we are a group of over 140 organisations — including the National 
Trust, Women's Institute, Oxfam, and RSPB — and 22 million voices strong. We are 
reaching across the UK to show our love for all the things we want to protect from climate 
change, and to ask politicians to put aside their differences and commit to doing whatever 
is necessary to protect them. 

http://stopclimatechaos.cymru/
https://nienvironmentlink.org/
https://www.stopclimatechaos.scot/
http://theclimatecoalition.org/

