
 
September 21, 2023 

Honorable Wes Moore 
Governor of Maryland 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1925 

Dear Governor Moore, 

AmeriStarRail (ASR) has developed a private sector initiative to improve Amtrak’s Northeast 
Corridor services with expanded high speed, higher frequency, high performance service as 
detailed on our website www.AmeriStarRail.com.  

Improving Northeast Corridor speeds, frequencies and operations reliability are important 
strategies for growing Amtrak’s ridership. For this reason, AmeriStarRail has been studying 
solutions to increase speeds of Amtrak trains and reduce operating conflicts between Amtrak 
trains, MARC trains and Norfolk Southern (NS) freight trains with the new Susquehanna River 
Bridge between Perryville and Havre de Grace. The current twin bridge proposal by Amtrak 
creates three major operating conflicts, requires demolition of two historic railroad bridge 
structures and impacts Maryland residents and the river habitat with demolition and construction 
activities until the Year 2036. 

In collaboration with Kleinfelder, Inc., a national engineering firm with offices in Maryland and 
Toole Design, the nation’s leading planning and design firm for bicycle and pedestrian 
transportation, headquartered in Silver Spring, MD, we are pleased to propose an innovative 
solution to ultimately increase Amtrak’s speeds up to 200 mph on this portion of the Northeast 
Corridor, eliminate a major operating bottleneck in Perryville and create a remarkable biking and 
walking trail across the Susquehanna River.   

Called the Bicentennial Bridge of American Railroads, AmeriStarRail’s solution is to build a single, 
bi-level bridge with two tracks on the lower level for MARC trains and NS freight trains and two 
tracks on the upper level, for Amtrak trains only, to operate at speeds up to 200 mph.  

To be completed by May 2030 to commemorate the 200th anniversary of America’s first railroad, 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, the Bicentennial Bridge will create a number of benefits for 
Amtrak, MARC, Norfolk Southern, the residents of Havre de Grace and Perryville and tourists 
visiting Maryland now and well into the future. These benefits include: 

• The potential for a future MARC Train Station in Havre de Grace 

• Bi-level bridge eliminates operating conflicts between slow, heavy, freight trains that are nearly 
2 miles long, frequent MARC trains and high-speed Amtrak trains 

• Ability to extend all MARC trains from Perryville through Cecil County to Delaware and 
Philadelphia without operating conflicts with Amtrak trains 

• Double tracks on the upper level of the bridge will allow Amtrak trains to operate up to 200 mph 
on future dedicated high-speed rail tracks between Wilmington and Baltimore 

• Building a single bridge in just 36 - 60 months allows the project to be completed by 2030 
without the complexities and environmental impacts of demolishing the current Amtrak bridge 
built in 1906 and the 1866 Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore Railroad (PW&B) bridge piers 

• Preserving the 1906 bridge as a rail trail will create a remarkable recreational, cultural, and 
historical asset for Maryland residents and tourists: the Trailway Across the Susquehanna 
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* INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OF AmeriStar Rail, LLC 

Two tracks cross the Susquehanna River.

Amtrak Acela, Regional, and Long-Distance
train traffic mix with freight and MARC
train service.

between 
Amtrak, MARC, and freight trains.
Three direct operating conflicts 

Four tracks cross the Susquehanna River.
 segregates Amtrak trains from

other train traffic.
Requires construction of only new bridge.

 direct operating conflicts.
Full universal crossovers on either side of the
bridge for maximum flexibility.
New Havre de Grace MARC station proposed.
Current bridge converted into a multi-use
recreational trail.
Historic 1866 PW&B RR bridge piers preserved.

V

one 
No

Four tracks cross the Susquehanna River.
 segregates Amtrak trains from

other train traffic.
Requires demolition of current railroad bridge 

 construction of  new railroad bridges.
After an investment of $1.5 billion or more,

 direct operating conflicts will remain 
between Amtrak, MARC, and freight trains.
Historic 1866 PW&B RR bridge piers demolished.

H

two

three



in collaboration with


