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ON UNDEREXPOSURE BY *UDAY RASHID

Unlike Iraq’s literature, visual arts, or the-
ater, Iraqi cinema did not manage to have a
significant presence beyond Iraq’s borders
or even within the Arab world. Moreover,
its legacy inside Iraq’s own borders was
also limited in its impact and importance.
Perhaps this may be partly attributed to its
relatively late beginnings. The first Iraqi
film, Kamiran Husni’s Sa ’id Afandi (Mr.
Sa’1d) was produced in 1957. The dearth of
resources and institutional support on the
part of the state and the daunting prospect
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of challenging the hegemony of Egyptian
cinema for producers, let alone state cen-
sorship and control, meant that Iraqi films
would trickle out once every few years
throughout the 1960’s and 1970’s: Khalil
Shawqi’s al-Haris (The Guard) 1967, al-
Zami’un (The Thirsty Ones) 1972, and
Buyut fi Dhalika al-Zugag (Houses in
That Alley) by Qasim Hawal 1976, and
al-Nahr (The River) by Faysal al-Yasirl
in 1977. The 1980°s witnessed a massive
increase in state support and some Arab
directors were commissioned and given
huge budgets, but the general theme of
the period was to glorify the war against

Figure 1. The Academy of Fine Arts in Baghdad, July 2003

Sinan Antoon
New York University

Iran (1980-1988), such as Egyptian Salah
Abu Sayf’s al-Qddisiyya (1981) about the
famous battle waged by Muslims against
the Persians in A.D. 636, which the Ba‘th
regime used as a historical precedent and
employed in its war propaganda to recast
the Irag-Iran war as an Arab-Persian con-
frontation, or al-Ayyam al-Tawilah (Long
Days) in 1980 which was adapted from
>Abd al-Amir M’allah’s novel by the
same title about Saddam Hussein’s he-
roic escape to Syria after participating in
an assassination attempt
against General “Abd al-
Karim Qasim. The 1990’s
witnessed the disintegra-
tion of Iraq as a state, the
collapse of its economy,
and the departure of a
great number of its art-
ists and intellectuals to a
vast diaspora following
the extremely damaging
embargo  (1990-2003).
Thus, much of Iraqi cul-
tural production, includ-
ing films by Iraqis and
Iraqi exiles, would take
place outside Iraq.

The 2003 invasion,
occupation, and the subsequent chaos and
violence they unleashed made conditions
even worse for cultural production of
all sorts, but especially film for obvious
reasons. Thus it is quite a feat for >Uday
Rashid (born 1973) and his crew to
have succeeded in filming under such
catastrophic conditions and to have given
us Underexposure, the first Iraqi film to
be produced after the fall of Saddam’s
regime and under military occupation.!
Rashid, a graduate of the Academy of
Fine Arts in Baghdad, had made a few
documentaries before, including Madkhal
ila Nusb al-Hurriyyah (Entrance to the

Liberty Monument) in 1999. Another
film of his, a documentary about life
in Baghdad completed in early 2003,
was banned, confiscated by the regime,
and was consequently destroyed in the
post-invasion chaos. While attempting
to salvage his film from destruction,
Rasheed found old unused Kodak film
in the destroyed and looted warehouse
of the General Directorate of Cinema in
Baghdad. After contacting Kodak Co., he
was told that it had ceased producing this
brand in 1983. However, Kodak promised
to develop the film for free in Beirut, but
Rasheed was told that he should not use
too much light, hence the title of the film.
Rasheed used old equipment and filmed
between October 2003 and April 2004
amid explosions and under very dangerous
conditions. In addition to a cast of young
actors, the film features two of Iraq’s
most respected actors: Yiisif al->Ani and
>Awatif Na’1m.

The intentionally fractured narrative
of the film is primarily about itself: a
filmmaker and his artist friends try to
make a film about what is happening to his
native city after the invasion. Like Rashid
himself, the main character of the film, a
director, searches through the rubble for
a film he’d made before, but finds only
ashes. When he stumbles upon some
unused film, he decides to make a new
film. The difficulty and near impossibility
of grasping and representing all that befell
Baghdad and its inhabitants in a coherent
fashion is the central theme of the film.
This difficulty stems, of course, from the
enormity of the tragedy itself on one level,
but also the material difficulty and the
fear of using the expired film. The lines
between the documentary and the fictitious
are intentionally blurred. There is a series
of interviews conducted with citizens
who witnessed the fall and the chaos.
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While some of the interviewees appear
to be actual citizens, others are obviously
actors. The exceptional conditions under
which the film was made and the limited
amount of film restricted the number of
takes. Thus, some of the scenes were
spontaneous and not scripted at all. The
director himself mentioned in an interview
that the script was very fluid and much had
to be improvised on the spot. In addition to
the main character of the director (played
by Samir Qahtan) and his wife Maystn
(Shahrazad Shakir), there is a dying
soldier who is taken in by Nasir, a mad man
(Haydar Hilt), whose mother (>Awatif
Na’Tm) tends to the soldier after some fear
and hesitation. In a particularly poignant
scene, the soldier dies and is taken to the
river by Nasir, who merely thinks the
soldier is sleeping. Another character is
Mu’tazz (Basim Muhammad), a musician
who is dying of cancer. The veteran Iraqi
actor Yisif al->Ani plays an old man who,
when not reminiscing about Baghdad’s
olden days, is constantly listening to the
news on the radio to see where Iraq is
going and offering sarcastic commentary.
Old Baghdad with its eerily empty streets,
except for a passing funeral procession
here and some smoke and trash there, is
itself a character in the film. The main
character’s monologue about the making
of the film bridges the scenes, together
with melancholic Baghdadi magamat.
The chaos and confusion enveloping
Baghdad permeate the film itself and
there is no resolution whatsoever at the

end. In a moment
that captures the
irrepresentability
of the situation, the
director wonders
about the style or
approach of this
film, then answers
himself:  “What
style? Words have
no meaning!”
In the end, he
tells the crew to
stop filming and

declares to the = T
camera: “T hate [l el b i
you ... all of

you!”

One of the few

weaknesses in the film was the unrealistic
and underdeveloped relationship and dia-
logue between the main character and his
wife. While visually pleasing, the scenes
were bland. Another glitch was in some
parts of the translation where meanings
were tweaked to please the putative audi-
ence. For example, the traditional refrain in
songs, aman, was mistranslated as “peace

.. we just want peace.” These, however,
are minor points and the film manages to
capture and encapsulate the tragedy of the
Iraqi moment. It portrays the material and
psychological destruction of the war and
the first few months of the occupation in
all of its complexity. It also reflects the
impossibility of grasping and represent-
ing all this destruction in a traditional or

. \ .

Figure 2. Lecture Hall at the Department of Audio-Visual Studies at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Baghdad, July 2003 (Photo by S. Antoon)

linear narrative. Finally, the work itself,
in its own genealogy as an object and in
its title, encapsulates a history of dual de-
struction by an authoritarian regime, and
by a regime of horrible sanctions which
destroyed Iraq’s infrastructure, its social
fabric, and killed a million or so of its
people. Throughout the sanctions (1990-
2003), Iraqis were overexposed to variet-
ies of local and global violence, but their
pain was never sufficiently exposed to the
world. Underexposure is definitely one of
the most illuminating Iraqi films to date.

! The film’s U.S. premiere was on September
16", 2006, at New York University’s Cantor
Center and was co-sponsored by TAARII,
ArteEast, and New York University’s Hagop
Kevorkian Center.

ANNOUNCING THE WINNER OF THE TAARII PRIZE FOR
BEST U.S. DISSERTATION ON ANCIENT IRAQ

TAARII is pleased to announce that Dr. Michael Kozuh was selected to receive the 2005-2006 outstanding
dissertation prize. Dr. Kozuh successfully defended his thesis entitled “The Sacrificial Economy: On the
Management of Sacrificial Sheep and Goats at the Neo-Babylonian/Achamenid Eanna Temple of Uruk (c. 625—
550 BC)” at the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago.

Kozuh’s dissertation contributes significantly to our understanding of Babylonian economy and bureaucracy
by analyzing the management of herds of tens of thousands of sheep and goats in the southern Babylonian city
of Uruk, based on 550 legal and administrative texts from the temple’s archive.

The thesis elucidates the relationship between the nature of sheep and goat care and the Eanna’s administrative
methods and bookkeeping; it clarifies the division of labor between the functionaries of Eanna and outside
contractors; and it deepens our understanding of the political dynamic between the temple and the crown

government.

Michael Kozuh is the sole award winner for 2005-2006. No prize was awarded for a U.S. dissertation on

medieval or modern Iraq.
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THE FORMATION OF POLITICAL IDENTITIES IN ETHNICALLY DIVIDED SOCIETIES:
IMPLICATIONS FOR A DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION IN IRAQ

Under what conditions can ethnically
divided societies emerging from
authoritarian rule make a transition
to democracy? Despite optimism
in 2003 that it would make such a
successful transition, Iraq has instead
experienced extensive sectarian-based
violence. Sectarianism represents a new
phenomenon and constitutes a major
departure from twentieth century Iraqi
political culture. While often characterized
by sectarianism at the elite level, pre-
Ba“thist Iraq was known for its secular and
pluralistic character. Sectarian violence
notwithstanding, an extensive network of
civil society organizations — one of the
cornerstones of democracy — has been re-
established in the Arab areas of Iraq since
2003, complementing the large number of
civil society organizations already extant
in Iraqi Kurdistan since the 1990s.2 How
do we reconcile these two developments,
namely the Iraqi populace’s desire to
establish a democratic society on the one
hand, and the rise of sectarian identities
on the other?

The civil society organizations which
exist in Iraq include many professional
associations, including those organized
by university faculty, university
administrators (e.g., the deans of the
faculties of law and political science at
Iraqi universities), judges, physicians,
and journalists, just to mention some of
the more prominent groups. Iraqi labor
unions, once a very powerful component
of the Iraqi nationalist movement, have
also reorganized despite restrictions
placed on their activity by the former U.S.
Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA),
attacks by members of the former regime
and sectarian forces, and assassinations
of their leaders. Since 2003, a number of
very active student organizations have
engaged in conflict resolution activities,
often in some of the most dangerous
areas of Iraq. Because their work is
so politically sensitive and they often
receive funding from non-Iraqi NGOs,
these groups prefer to work underground.

In the wake of the Ba“thist regime’s
overthrow, there was a flurry of new as-

Eric Davis, Rutgers University!

sociational activity and artistic creation.
However, by late 2003, insurgent attacks
had already begun to threaten such ac-
tivity. University academics were among
some of the first — but not the only
— victims of insurgent attacks. As the
political environment became increas-
ingly less conducive to the development
of civil society organizations, my Iraqi
colleague and I restructured our research.
Although the creation of a new Minis-
try of Civil Society Affairs after the fall
of the Ba“th seemed to augur well for
democratic change, it became clear that
the situation had not improved. As Iraqi
informants indicated, the Ministry was
more concerned with controlling civil
society organizations than with facilitat-
ing their formation and activities.

Why have civil society organizations
been viewed in such threatening terms
since the overthrow of the Ba“thist
regime? This question led to still another:
why have sectarian organizations
become so powerful since 2003? Our
research indicates that civil society
organizations are viewed as threatening
by insurgent organizations and militias
because sectarianism does not constitute
the dominant political culture in Iraq.
Sectarian organizations do not reflect
the views of the vast majority of the
Iraqi population, especially in light of
Saddam’s manipulation of sectarian
identities during the last two decades
of his rule to divide and conquer the
populace. Despite considerable hostility
to the U.S. occupation of Iraq, public
opinion polls in Arab areas demonstrate
an increase in the number of Iraqis who
support a national, rather than sectarian,
political identity and a strong desire
for the Iraqi government to suppress
sectarian militias, while all Iraqis, Sunni
Arabs, Shi‘i Arabs, and Kurds, continue
to show strong support for democracy.?
Because academics, journalists, writers,
and artists overwhelmingly articulate
views that support political and cultural
pluralism and tolerance, they express
the views of the majority of Iraqis and
call attention to the deviant activities

of sectarian groups. Consequently, they
often subject themselves to attack.

What our research demonstrates is
that much more attention needs to be
devoted to the economic and social
devastation that Iraq experienced during
the 1990s. During this period the state
was weakened under the impact of the
bombing of the 1991 Gulf War, the
subsequent February—March uprising
(al-Intifada), and the United Nations
sanctions regime that only ended in
2003. With the withdrawal of the state
from the international economy and the
collapse of the extensive welfare state
that had been created during the oil boom
of the 1970s and early 1980s, Iraqis
were forced to turn to local institutions
to meet their needs. Groups hostile to
the Ba“thist regime, especially Islamist
organizations, used the instability of the
1990s to mobilize political support, often
under the guise of engaging in charitable
activities. Sensing these trends, the
regime itself began enacting policies that
promoted a conservative and distorted
view of Islam. With Saddam and the
Ba“th having liquidated all forms of
national leadership, it is not surprising
that local, sectarian, and parochial
political movements emerged after 2003,
assisted by an incompetent occupation
administration which was, with a few
exceptions, thoroughly not attuned to
Iraqi culture and society.

Analysis of the period following the
1991 Gulf War speaks to the question
of why, given the lack of a sectarian and
radical Islamic tradition in modern Iraq,
sectarian and anti-democratic Islamist
movements have gained political power
since 2003. Our argument is that these
organizations’ mobilization during the
1990s provided only the necessary, but by
no means sufficient, condition for them to
achieve their objectives. It was the lack
of well-developed state and national in-
stitutions which provided the appropriate
environment for sectarian organizations,
such as Mugqtada al-Sadr’s Mahdi Army
(Jaysh al-Mahdi), to gain power and ad-
vance their political agendas. In keeping
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with a body of political science literature
that demonstrates that cooperation, rather
than conflict, is the norm in ethnically di-
vided societies, and that ethnic conflict is
most prevalent in societies with weak or
non-functional states, the Iraqi case sug-
gests that the emphasis on rigid and static
identities, which so often characterizes
studies of Iraq, needs to be reconceptual-
ized in more dynamic and nuanced terms.

The CPA’s use of ethnic criteria as
the basis for appointment to government
posts and the encouragement of
ethnically, rather than nationally
based, political parties, sent a message
to would-be leaders that ethnic
politics were the order of the day. The
CPA’s failure to implement a serious
economic reconstruction program
— one which would have reduced
the 50-60% unemployment rate,
particularly among Iraqi youth, thereby
undermining the recruitment base for

sectarian organizations — along with its
decommissioning of the 385,000 man
Iraqi army, closure of large numbers
of state owned factories, and failure to
combat the spread of corruption, likewise
set the stage for post-Ba“thist sectarian
politics. This social, economic, and
political environment was thoroughly
unsupportive of the development of a
strong and effective state. If we realize
that Saddam had either eliminated all
potential challengers to his rule, or forced
them into exile, we see that finding an
effective leadership cadre after 2003 was
difficult enough without the political and
economic disorder which followed the
collapse of the Ba“thist regime. The great
tragedy of post-2003 Iraq remains the
contradiction between the commitment
of large numbers of Iraqis to democracy
and tolerance in the face of a political
leadership that continues to allow, if
not actively promote, the spread of

sectarianism, corruption, and politically
inspired violence.

! This research is being conducted with
an Iraqi colleague who remains anony-
mous for security reasons.

2 In our collaborative research to date,
my Iraqi colleague and I have identified
313 active civil society organizations.
This figure does not encompass a large
number of civil society organizations,
many with funding from Western sources,
which are active but hide their activities
from public view for fear of physical
retribution.

3 See, for example, the World Values
Survey conducted by the Institute for So-
cial Research of the University of Michi-
gan, April 2006; the Independent Repub-
lican Institute’s poll of July 19, 2006; and
the Program on International Policy At-
titudes poll of September 1-4, 2006, for
further details on these findings.

Fellow.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Dr. Stephanie Platz

In this issue, it grieves us to report that one of last year’s TAARII Fellows was assassinated in
Baghdad in December 2006. As our readers may recall, TAARII’s policy is to keep the names of
its Iraqi Fellows confidential, for their security. Now, posthumously, with the permission of his
widow, we sadly announce the loss of Dr. Alharith Abdulhameed Hassan, a 2005-2006 TAARII

Dr. Alharith received funding for a project entitled “The Prevalence of Substance Abuse in
Baghdad City with a New Prevention Program.” His first goal for the project was to collect
epidemiological data, then to establish a database and develop a prevention program. Substance
abuse patterns are known to increase in environments affected by war and disaster. Dr. Alharith’s
project addressed this important problem in a setting where other misfortunes have often eclipsed

Please read the obituary for Dr. Alharith, authored by his widow, Maysa H. Jaber, and a
summary of his accomplishments. We hope our readers will join us in offering our condolences
to her and to all of Dr. Alharith’s family, friends, and colleagues. We wish to commemorate his
distinguished career, and we lament the loss of this member of the TAARII community, who
offered so much to scholarship, to Iraq, and to the world.

Through its fellowships for Iraqi citizens, TAARII aims to enable Iraqi scholars to continue
their work in a climate that has grown increasingly inhospitable to research. We recognize the
extraordinary hardships entailed in working in Iraq at this time and welcome suggestions from
all members of the TAARII community as to how we can better serve our Iraqi members.




SPRING 2007 PAGE 5

OBITUARY: DR. ALHARITH ABDULHAMEED HASSAN
Maysa H. Jaber

Dr. Alharith was a well-known doctor, professor, and scholar in Iraq. He dedicated his whole life
to knowledge and acts of goodness and charity. He served people in numerous ways as a consultant
neuropsychiatrist, whose patients came from all parts of Iraq, north and south. Dr. Alharith advised
and mentored Ph.D. students and contributed brilliantly to an array of fields as a writer and scholar.
Most importantly, as a person, he was truthful and generous, with a heart full of virtue and peace.

The late Dr. Alharith believed strongly in the power of love as a path to peace-building and conflict
resolution. He was committed to the application of empirical research to the pursuit of social justice.
He stood against hatred, fought extremism, and called for tolerance and co-existence. Alharith can
be described by one word: love. He lived to love and died for love.

This tragic event is part of a horrific chain of violence. It is part of an organized effort to assassinate
Iraqi intellectuals who are bright and moderate, and who support Iraq without ethnic or religious
bias.

Please remember Dr. Alharith in your prayers as a man of love, sincerity, and benevolence. A man
who kept calling for love, peace, forgiveness, and the power of knowledge. Please remember that
Alharith lived and died for this noble message.

DR. ALHARITH ABDULHAMEED HASSAN

Dr. Alharith was the Director General of the Psychological and Educational Research Center at
the University of Baghdad and a Consultant Neuropsychiatrist. With degrees in Arabic Language
and Islamic Studies, Medicine, Arts and Music, Psychiatry, and Psychology, he occupied a range
of research and teaching positions, becoming a full Professor at the University of Baghdad in 1996.
He supervised twenty-six Masters degrees and three doctoral dissertations, and practiced clinical
psychology for more than fifteen years.

Dr. Alharith’s activities were not limited to his field of specialization. He participated in additional
training programs around the world, on topics including the physics of the brain, parapsychology,
post-traumatic stress disorder, peace education, conflict resolution, women’s rights, and human
rights. Active as a researcher on projects addressing substance abuse and peace-building in Iraq, he
also played a major role in the establishment of a number of research centers, societies, and projects.
He was a long-time member of a number of professional societies and associations, nationally and
internationally.

Dr. Alharith published thirteen books on topics ranging from autism to the psychology of security.
He translated three academic books from English into Arabic and wrote five book manuscripts that
are yet unpublished. He authored over seventy academic articles, delivered more than 300 lectures,
and published more than 350 articles in newspapers and magazines.

For his contributions to his field, to Iraq, and to the lives of those who knew him, Dr. Alharith will
be missed.

* The Curriculum Vitae and full project report of Dr. Alharith Abdulhameed Hassan is available on the TAARII website.
In the meantime, we summarize his many and diverse accomplishments here and on the following page.




PAGE 6

TAARII NEWSLETTER

THE PREVALENCE OF DRUG ABUSE IN BAGHDAD CITY
Summary of Dr. Alharith’s Report, a project conducted with TAARII support, 2006

Dr. Alharith’s nine-month study concerns
drug and substance abuse among the male
population aged twelve years and older
in Baghdad governorate. It gives rates
of illicit drugs and non-prescribed drug
use, and numbers of users between May
2005 and June 2006. Alcohol and tobacco
products were not included in the study
because their consumption is common-
place.

Dr. Alharith’s study is timely for there
are few studies regarding substance and
drug abuse in Iraq and the available data
is inadequate. There are good reasons to
believe that substance and drug abuse in
Iraq have increased significantly during
the last few years, due to violence and
lack of security. It is a documented fact
that fear and anxiety caused by insecurity
and instability make people more suscep-
tible to drug use. In addition, drugs are
now easily available in the Iraqi markets

but quite understandable,
taking into account the situa-
tion of insecurity in Baghdad

Table 1. Age Distribution of Total Number of
Substance Abusers

Number of Substance Abuser Clients

city and Iraq in general. Age Group

One of the most disturb- Number (No.) Percentage (%)
ing findings of Dr. Alharith’s | (12-19) Years 463 68.80
study is that youth are the | (20-39) Years 148 21.99
main drug users in Baghdad.
Table 1 indicates that 68.8% |0 Yoo 6 221
of drug users are males aged Total 673 100.0

12-19 years.

This suggests that the problem of drug
and substance abuse is rather new in Iraq.
This could be attributed to the high rates
of unemployment among the youth and
to the fact that the youth are more vul-
nerable to insecurity and instability. The
decline of psychosocial care for Iraqis in
general and for Iraqi youth in particular
exacerbates youths’ vulnerability to drug
use.

In addition, as shown in Table 2, the
number of

Table 2. Duration of Abuse and Age abusers dur-

Age Past Month Past Year Lifetime Total ing the past
Group | No. | % | No. | % | No. | % | No. | % year is the
highest for

(3;? 111 | 1649 | 297 |44.13 | 55 | 8.17 | 463 | 6880 | the same
age group

(%?‘39) 53 | 7.88 | 74 | 11.00| 21 | 312 | 148 |21.99 | (44.13%).
cars The high
40+ 20 | 297 | 28 | 416 | 14 | 208 | 62 | 921 | Percentage
Years 1S consistent
Total | 184 | 27.34 | 397 | 5899 | 89 | 1322 | 673 | 100.0 | across two

because Iraqi borders are permeable. Iraq
has become an easy passage for illicit
drugs and illegal substances to neighbor-
ing countries.

The study sample consisted of 4,842
males randomly selected from among
patients who consulted private and out-
patient clinics, as well as short-term care
mental hospitals in the al-Resafa and
al-Karkh districts of Baghdad City. The
study excluded homeless persons, active-
duty military personnel, and residents of
institutional group quarters, such as pris-
ons and long-term mental hospitals. The
4,842 males were screened by interview
with well-trained psychiatrists. 367 indi-
viduals were identified as drug abusers,
compromising almost 14% of the sample.
This ratio is considered significantly high,

other vari-

ables: past month (16.49%) and lifetime
(8.17%) use of drugs. This may also in-
dicate that drug abuse among the youth is
a recent phenomenon in the Iraqi society.
The common word used in Iraq
among the youths to describe the abuser

is mekabsel, which can be translated
as “the one who takes a capsule,” or
mebersham, using the word “bersham,”
which is another word for capsule. These
two usages indicate the prevalence of
non-prescribed drug use among drug
abusers. However, the results show that
marijuana is more prevalent among the
main study sample (43.83%) and among
the age group 12-19 years old (31.80%).
Whereas, the use of non-prescription
drugs, for example, Valium, Artane,
Parkisol and Librium, comes second
for all three age groups. These results
indicate that these groups have more
access to marijuana than other substances.
It is more easily inhaled and cheaper than
heroine and cocaine.

In conclusion, Dr. Alharith and his co-
researchers express their belief, based on
experience and daily work in the field of
substance abuse, that the prevalence of
substance and drug abuse could be higher
in other areas of Iraq, particularly in the
south of the country, than it is in Baghdad
city. They thus recommend that further
research with wider coverage should be
carried out. The results already in hand
give an indication of future problems in
public health.

Table 3. The Differences in Substance Abuse according to the Type of Substances
Age Heroin Drugs Marijuana Cocaine Total
Group No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
(2191 65 | 1010 | 150 | 2229 | 214 |3180| 31 | 461 | 463 | 68.80
Years
(20-39) 17 2.53 49 7.28 63 9.36 19 2.82 148 | 21.99
Years
40+
10 1.49 21 3.12 18 2.67 13 1.93 62 9.21
Years
Total 95 14.12 | 220 | 32.69 | 295 | 43.83 63 9.36 673 | 100.0
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
McGuire Gibson

The TAARII board of directors met in
Boston on November 18, 2006, in con-
junction with the Middle East Studies
Association (MESA) meeting. Lucine
Taminian, our new Resident Director,
reported on activities of Iraqi scholars
doing research on TAARII fellowships,
as well as on the Oral History Project.
There was a long discussion on insti-
tutional membership criteria, specifi-
cally regarding the attitude of institu-
tions on the purchase and showing of
objects without secure provenience.
Given the hundreds of archaeological
sites that have been and still are being
destroyed by looters, TAARII must not
act in such a way as to abet smugglers,
dealers, and collectors of Iraqi cultural
heritage. The matter was referred to an
ethics committee for study and a report.

Our institutional and individual mem-
berships range across the Humanities
and Social Sciences, as well as across
the ancient and medieval/modern peri-
ods, and several professional associa-
tions have their annual meetings at ex-
actly the same time, therefore making
it difficult to have a full complement
of Directors at our meetings. We have
our meetings at MESA because we
have a majority of Directors whose in-
terests are in the medieval and modern
fields. If we had our meetings with the
American Schools of Oriental Research
(ASOR), which convenes at exactly the
same time, or with the American Ori-
ental Society (AOS), we would make
our “ancient” members happy, but we
could not reach a quorum. In order to
maintain connections with the ancient
side of our constituency, we are plan-
ning to have at least an informational
meeting in conjunction with these and
perhaps other organizations.

Our fiscal situation is a good one, and
we can continue to fund fellowships for
Americans and Iraqis on the same basis
as the last two years. We will continue to
give funds to Iraqi scholars in Iraq and
probably we will increase the amount of

the awards. Scholars can apply on-line,
meaning that they can do so in the safety
of their homes, but our liaison person in
Baghdad also circulates paper notices
and applications to the universities
around the country. The situation for
scholarship in Iraq is becoming worse
and worse, according to news reports
and first-hand accounts by our Iraqi
guests at the MESA conference.

The murder of academics in Iraq con-
tinues, resulting in the flight of some
of the best and brightest members of
the faculty and staff of the universities.
Some departments at the University of
Baghdad are conducting classes only
sporadically; increasingly, classes are
being taught by very junior faculty and
student assistants. Additionally, dozens
of university students have been the
victims of suicide bombings on uni-
versity campuses. The kidnapping of
more than one hundred of the staff of
the Ministry of Higher Education was
an escalation of the attack on learn-
ing. It may be more than a coincidence
that the bureau that was affected was
the one that sends students abroad for
graduate training.

Education is not the only ministry
being targeted. In December 2006, the
Ministry of Culture was shut down, fol-
lowing a second attempt to assassinate
the minister. The State Organization of
Antiquities and Heritage is making ef-
forts to function: carrying out admin-
istrative routines, communicating with
foreign archaeologists, and announc-
ing that it will begin sending teams to
excavate at some of the looted sites as
soon as possible. Also in December,
the new President of the State Board,
Dr. Abbas al-Husseini, and the previ-
ous President, Dr. Donny George, were
both at an international meeting on Cul-
tural Heritage in Wartime in London. A
subsequent news item quotes Dr. Hus-
seini and seems to indicate that he will
be opening the National Museum in a
few months and that he intends to start

excavations at some sites. It was Dr.
George’s policy to seal the Baghdad
Museum as much as possible until the
situation stabilizes. Perhaps it will be
possible to begin excavations in some
areas, but events in the next few months
may determine otherwise.

TAARII, with the aid of the Fulbright
office of the State Department, brought
four Iraqi scholars over to MESA;
they took part in a panel entitled “Iraqi
Perspectives on the Nation-State.”
Organized and chaired by Professor
Isam al-Khafaji, who is currently in
residence at Yale University, this panel
presented papers on “A Critical Review
of the Literature on the Modern Iraqi
State” by a professor from the University
of Salahuddin in Erbil; “Problematics of
the Modern Iraqi State: From the British
Mandate to the American Occupation”
by a professor from Qadissiyya
University in Diwaniyah; and “Revisiting
the Myth of Sunni Domination in
Modern Iraq,” by a prominent political
scientist from Baghdad University. The
professor from Baghdad was especially
enlightening in this session, as he was
in his presentation at another session
that TAARII did not organize but did
sponsor, entitled “Hazardous Conditions:
Academic Freedom and Academic Life
in Iraq.” He and Dr. Taher al-Bakaa,
former Minister of Higher Education
in the Alawi government, provided
detailed information on the destruction
of the Iraqi