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Greetings

Dear Participants of the Congress „Human Rights, Future Generations & Crimes in the Nuclear Age“
PSR / IPPNW Switzerland and the organisations SAFNA/SLND (Schweizer Anwälte für Nukleare Abrüstung/Swiss
Lawyers for Nuclear Disarmament), the German Uranium Network, CIDCE (Centre International de Droit Comparé
de l‘ Environnement) and the Basel Peace Office extend a cordial welcome to all of you here in Basel. It is a
premiere for us doctors from IPPNW to work together with lawyers and in fact representatives from fields different
from medicine, but we do believe, that nowadays most problems in life need to be addressed in a multidisciplinary
way.
We are extremely happy and proud to have been able to organize this event, as we needed to make serious
fundraising efforts for quite some time. We do hope for a pleasant fall and nice weather in September. As You may
have noticed, the congress program is quite dense, due to the numerous aspects to be considered between human
rights and nuclear victims, on one hand, and the spectrum of individual nuclear events, technologies and harmful
effects on the other. We are honored to have found qualified experts and highly engaged persons as contributors
to all the topics to be addressed.
During this congress, we are keen to learn from all contributors and possibly find ways how to help the numerous
global nuclear victims. We also are acutely aware, that the next and further generations will face enormous
logistical and financial burdens during the process of safely dismantling the nuclear power plants. The Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons recently adopted by 122 UN States which is up for signature in New York City
as of 20th September represents a milestone in the decades of long activities of our organisations and Civil Society
as a whole. We trust that this treaty will influence the upcoming political discussions and we surely will be able to
debate it during our meeting too.
Thank you for having decided to join us in Basel and enjoy the congress.
IPPNW Switzerland, Congress Organization Committee

Andreas Nidecker				

Günter Baitsch
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About the congress

Aims and Scope:

•
•
•
•

The risk to humans and all living beings from ionizing radiation is higher than has previously been understood.
This international congress gives an update about the medical consequences of radiation exposure and provides insights into legal approaches in this context.
International speakers include lawyers, physicians and experts on nuclear weapons, activists as well as victims of nuclear accidents and nuclear testing. Their problems and ways to resolve them will be addressed.
The conference will include considerations of legal developments that can open the way to the recognition
and legal protection of future generations.

A publication on the proceedings is planned and has been tentatively accepted by an international publisher.
There is a growing awareness about the catastrophic
impact on human health from nuclear weapons and
nuclear power industries. The former atmospheric nuclear tests at a number of global test sites have caused
irreversible harm to indigenous peoples living in the test
regions. Further threats to current and future generations arise from the risks of use of nuclear-weapons and
other nuclear disasters, as well as from the extremely
hazardous and long-term nature of radioactive waste.
Additionally, uranium mining and nuclear accidents
such as Mayak, Chernobyl and Fukushima have caused
and still cause widespread contamination of the earth
and water.
As doctors and lawyers we are concerned about the
progressive “nuclearisation” of the globe and frustrated
about the resistance of nuclear weapon states (USA,
Russia, China, France and Great Britain) to honor article
VI of the nuclear nonproliferation treaty (NPT). This article requires all NPT signatory states to undertake effective measures relating to cessation of the nuclear
arms race and to nuclear and general disarmament. The
traditional 5 nuclear powers still base their military doctrines on nuclear weapons and the concept of nuclear
deterrence, thereby risking an accidental or intentional,
possibly terrorist use of those weapons. Furthermore,

given the arguments and risks mentioned, the ongoing
deceitful publicity of the nuclear power industry must
be considered a transgenerational crime, just as the
holding on to nuclear weapons. Both have, still do and
will further inflict the quality of life, the economic status
and the rights of people in the future. In fact, we believe
that human rights not only apply to all humans presently living on this globe, but also to those coming after us:
the rights of future generations! These may be forced to
live under growing security threats, in a world with depleted resources and a destroyed environment. In these
times of increased geopolitical tension and uncertainty
we believe that the interdisciplinary dialogue is necessary. In this regard we are encouraged by the recent
adoption of the so called “Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons” that will be open for signature soon.
Moreover, we will learn from past lawsuits, and lawyers
will tell from their experience. Conclusions will be able
to assist current and future cases. One of the key aspects determining success or failure of lawsuits is the
medical evidence of harm, an impact which the nuclear
industry attempts to underplay. However, evidence provided by recent medical research indicates that the risk
to humans and all living beings from ionizing radiation is
higher than has previously been understood.

Location of the Congress
Kollegienhaus der Universität Basel
Petersplatz 1
4005 Basel
Opening public Event Thursday: Auditorium/Aula
Congress/Nuclear Free Future Award:
Lecture Hall 001/ Hörsaal 001“
Congress language: english
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Programme

PRE CONGRESS
Thursday 14.9.2017

University of Basel „Lecture Hall 001/ Hörsaal 001“
Lecture for students and interested persons / Veranstaltung für Studierende und weitere Interessierte
15.00h - 17.00h

		

Impact of Nuclear Politics on Future Generations / Einfluss der Atompolitik auf
künftige Generationen

		
		

Helen Caldicott, MD, Nuclear Policy Research Institut in Washington DC/ USA
„The Impending Threat of Nuclear War“

		
		

Prof. Dr. iur. Emilie Gaillard, Univ. Caen / Normandie
„The Nuclear Age & the Entry in the Transgenerational Legal Era“

		
		

Dr. Scilla Elworthy, Founder Oxford Research Institute
“How young generations can impact nuclear policies“

		

free Entrance

MAIN CONGRESS
Thursday 14.9.2017

University of Basel „Auditorium/Aula“

18.15h 		

Greetings A. Nidecker, L. Goetschel, J.J. Fasnacht

		
18.30h		

Block 1 (Public Event)

		
		
		
		
		

M. Leuenberger „Mit der Distanz verringert sich die Schärfe des Gewissens“			
(handouts with translation available)
N. Kutepova „Mayak Nuclear Facility: 60 Years against Human Rights“
D. Doulatram „Report from former test region Marshall Islands“
			
S. Elworthy „Our Responsibility to Safeguard the Rights of Future Generations“

		

Musical accompaniment by the Basel Vokalensemble

		

Moderation: J.J. Fasnacht

20.00h 		

Drinks and snacks for all participants

Nuclear Hotspots & Crimes in the Distance
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Friday 15.9.2017

University of Basel „Lecture Hall 001/ Hörsaal 001“
08.00h 		

Registration

08.45h 		

Opening D. Rietiker

		
09.00h		

Block 2

		

Ionizing Radiation / Biological Effects / Hibakusha Worldwide

		
		
		

C. Knüsli „Ionizing Radiation: Medical Risks – New Aspects“
M. Walter, A. Nidecker „Genetic effects of ionizing radiation“
A. Rosen „Hibakusha Worldwide – Similarities among Victims of Nuclear Weapons, Power and
Uranium Mining“

		

Moderation: D. Rietiker

10.30h 		

Coffee break

		
10.45h		

Anthropology, Human Rights, Future Generations

		
		
		
		
		
		

S. Walentowitz „The Period after Uranium Mining in Niger & Anthropological Questions“
D. Rietiker „Dealing with Human Rights Issues in the Nuclear Age: Focusing on Vulnerable
Groups“
G. Kreutzer „The Proliferation and Use of Nuclear Weapons from an International and
Transnational Criminal Law Perspective“
E. Gaillard „The Nuclear Age & the Entry in the Transgenerational Legal Era“

		

Moderation: U. Ruegg

12.45h 		

Lunch

		
14.00h		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Block 4

Block 3

Nuclear Testing and Nuclear Arms / Nuclear Weapon Free Zones
J.M. Collin „Past and Current Consequences of Nuclear Tests - Highlight of the French Nuclear
Tests and Consequences of the Nuclear Ban Treaty“
T. Rauf „Addressing Dangers from Nuclear-Weapon Arsenals and Doctrines and the Lack of
Nuclear Disarmament“
P. Ingram „Nuclear Disarmament: Futures after the Ban Treaty“
H. Müller „Nuclear Weapon Free Zones – One way forward“

		

Moderation: A. Ware

16.00h 		

Coffee break

		
16.15h		
		
		

Block 5

Environmental Rights
M. Prieur „International Human Rights Law and Nuclear Disasters“
J. Burger „Indigenous Peoples in the Nuclear Age“

		

Moderation: A. Nidecker

17. 45h 		

Standing Buffet for participants

18.30h - 21.00h Presentation of the 2017 Nuclear-Free Future Award Laureates (public event)
		
(see Page 09: Special Events, Social Program)
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Saturday 16.9.2017

University of Basel „Lecture Hall 001/ Hörsaal 001“
08.30h 		

Registration

		
09.00h		

Block 6

		
		
		
		

S. Füglister „The Secret Nuclear Accident at Kyshtym / Mayak“
T. Yamada „Fukushima Nuclear Power Accidents and Human Right Remedy from the Viewpoint 		
of International Law“
H. Caldicott „Remind us of Chernobyl“

		

Moderation: A. Rosen

10.30h 		

Coffee break

		
10.45h		
		

Panel 1

		

Moderation: D. Rietiker

12.45h 		

Lunch

		
14.00h		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Block 7

15.45h 		

Coffee Break

		
16.15h		

Panel 2

Nuclear Accidents

Helping Nuclear Victims – Legal Cases
D. Doulatram, N. Kutepova, M. Sekine, N. Nakase, J.M Collin

State of Uranium Mining including Reports of Nuclear Activists
D. Brugge „The Long, Slow Process of Seeking Justice for Uranium Mining Harms for the Navajo 		
People“
G. Wippel „Overview of Uranium Activities in Africa / Global Uranium Activities“
B. Khastumur, O. Shourd „Fighting Environmental Uranium Pollution in Mongolia“
A. Alhacen „Histoire et conséquences des mines d’uranium au Niger/ History and
Consequences of the Uranium Mines in Niger“ (Transl.)
A. Lyamunda „Political Resistance Against Uranium Mining in Tanzania - Avoiding Uranium
mining“
W. Mahundi: „The Threat of Uranium Mining at Mkuju River / South Tanzania“
Moderation: J. Burger

U Mining, Health / Environmental Impact / Reclamation & Compensation Issues

		

T. Lissu, J. Burger, M. Prieur, D. Brugge

		

Moderation: G. Wippel

19.00h 		

End

20.00h 		
		
		

Festive dinner (registration only, speakers invited)
(please see page 09, Special Events, Social Program)
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Sunday 17.9.2017

University of Basel „Lecture Hall 001/ Hörsaal 001“
08.30h 		

Registration

		
09.00h		
		
		
		

Block 8

		

Moderation: J.J. Fasnacht

10.15h 		

Coffee Break

		
10.45h		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Final Panel

		

Moderation: A. Nidecker

		

G. Baitsch: Closing Words and Farewell

12.15h 		

Lunch

13.15h		

End

Is the Future Really Nuclear Free? Future Costs and Nuclear Waste issues
A. Ware „Protecting Future Generations through Anti-Nuclear Legislation and Removing
Nuclear Weapons Funding“
M. Buser, J. J. Fasnacht „Nuclear Waste – our Legacy to Future Generations : how to handle it“

Acting for the Future Generations
H. Umabayashi (NFFA recipient) “Ideal is real: The Vision of a Nuclear Weapons Free 		
Northeast Asia”		
E. Gaillard „Recognition of Rights for and Crimes Against Future Generations in the Nuclear Age“
S. Elworthy “How Young Generations can Impact Nuclear Policies"
H. Caldicott „The Impending Threat of Nuclear War“
M. Vosseler “Nuclear Abolition and Planetary Ethics”

09

Special Events, Social Programme

15.9. - 17.9. 2017
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Exibition „Hibakusha Worldwide“
Foyer Hörsaal 001/Lecture Hall 001
In Japanese, the people who lived through the
nuclear bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are called 		
“Hibakusha.” Many Hibakusha have dedicated 			
their lives to the struggle for a better world, a world 			
free of the nuclear threat, and have begun telling their 		
stories to younger generations. Over time, the term
Hibakusha has become more widely used to include all
people whose lives have been negatively affected by the nuclear chain. As physicians, we see
it as our responsibility to educate the public and politicians about the intimate connections
between the civil and the military nuclear industry and about the health effects of ionizing
radiation. The exhibition „Hibakusha Worldwide“ is dedicated to the millions of people whose
lives would have been better off if the uranium had been left where it belongs: under ground.

			

		

Friday 15.9.2017

		

18.30h

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
						
						
						
					
21.00h

Saturday 16.9.2017
20.00h

Festive Dinner
(tickets required, speakers invited)
The festive dinner will take place in the
Restaurant Mägd
St. Johanns-Vorstadt 29
4056 Basel

Presentation of the 2017 Nuclear-Free Future
Award Laureates (public event)
Hörsaal 001/Lecture Hall 001
Making the world safe from nuclear weapons and nuclear
power is in our hands! 2017 Nuclear-Free Future Award to
honor individuals who help get us there. The laureates are
Almoustapha Alhacen from Niger, Janine Allis-Smith and
Martin Forwood from Great Britain, Hiromichi Umebayashi
from Japan, Jochen Stay from Germany and „The Dedicated“:
Switzerland‘s Anti-Nuke Movement. The award ceremony will
be musically enriched by Native American singer/songwriter
Mitch Walking Elk from Minnesota.
End of the program. Drinks and Snacks
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Speaker, Profils, Abstracts

Almoustapha Alhacen (Niger),President ONG Aghir in man. Long standing local NGO re:
uranium mining and its dangers for the miners and the local people, B.P:149 Arlit-Niger.

History and Consequences of the Uranium Mines in Niger“
Following the opening in 1969 of the first uranium mine (SOMAIR) in Arlit, a town North of
Agadez, thousands of tons of uranium from Niger were delivered to feed the French nuclear
power plants. France has had its plants and mines built by AREVA. At the opening of the
mines, French officials promised prosperity due to uranium and the birth of a “second Paris“.
Subsequently, several other mines were opened in the Agadez region, all of which were under AREVA management,
with one exception being Chinese.Mining has had a significant impact in a social-political context. At the beginning,
Nigerians considered the exploitation of uranium as an affair by „whites“ where any dispute was considered a crime
against the nation and could lead to death penalty. Following the democratic election of Tanja Mamadou (20002010), Nigerians began to question the usefulness and the consequences of mining.In this respect, 140,000 tons of
uranium have been produced in the form of „yellow cake“. However, this has had serious consequences: e.g. depletion of fossil aquifers, formation of mountains of extracted rocks, and deaths of several workers who have worked in
places near ionizing radiation.The rehabilitation of the sites would involve backfilling the innumerable pits that have
been dug since 1969, eliminate about 100 million tons of radioactive waste and restore the environment. At present,
no concrete arrangements have been made to ensure the redevelopment of the exploited sites. A mining agreement
between the government of Niger and AREVA was signed in 2015. Unfortunately, it does not take into account the
legal and political evolutions of Niger.For more information, see: uranium-niger.jimdo.com

Günter Baitsch (Switzerland), MD is member of IPPNW in Germany and Switzerland
(Board member). He is specialist in internal and environmental medicine, co-founder of the
Ökologischen Ärzteinitiative Hochrhein, former head doctor of the Hochrhein-Klinik in Bad
Säckingen and president of the ecological committee of the local medical chamber. He was
member of the organizing Committees of the IPPNW World Congress in Basel in 2010, and
the meetings “Uranium and Health” in Mali 2012, Tanzania 2013 and South Africa 2015.

Claus Biegert (Germany), 69, is a journalist, author, filmmaker - and anti-nuke activist. His

work (books, radio features, documentary films) deals mostly with the resistance of indigenous nations of North America, with a special focus on uranium mining. He initiated the
World Uranium Hearing (1992 in Salzburg, Austria) and is the co-founder of the Nuclear-Free
Future Award, established in 1998.
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Doug Brugge (USA), is a professor in the Department of Public Health and Community Medi-

cine at Tufts University School of Medicine. He also directs the Tufts Community Research Center (funded by Tisch College). His research includes traffic-related air pollution and cardiovascular health, housing conditions and child asthma, second-hand smoke exposure, asthma in
immigrant communities, health communication, uranium mining in Native American and other
populations, and research ethics. Most of his work uses a community-based participatory research approach. He is the author of over 160 publications and has a deep commitment to seeing research translated into policy and practice.

„The Long, Slow Process of Seeking Justice for Uranium Mining Harms for the Navajo People“
Uranium mining has typically been concentrated in rural areas with low population density. This talk will begin by
reviewing the impact of uranium mining on the Navajo People in the Southwestern United States. It was with this
population that I first worked on uranium mining. From my work in the Navajo Nation, I quickly learned about how
uranium mining had and was affecting other Native American tribes nearby, including Laguna and Acoma Pueblos
and the Havasupai in the Grand Canyon. Eventually I also learned that uranium mining had affected Native American
populations in the north central United States. Then, when I went to Africa, it struck me that despite some dissimilarities to Native American populations, the people living in rural areas in Mali and Tanzania that we visited also shared
some common characteristics. They lived in rural villages, engaged in subsistence food production, and were more
traditional than urban populations. Similarly, the experience of Aboriginal populations in Australia is largely similar,
although my knowledge is based on secondhand sources since I have not been there in person. Finally, I have followed
the experience of another, again strikingly similar, population in India. My talk will explore thread of commonality
among these populations and suggest factors that likely led to the disproportionate environmental and occupational
burden that they have experienced from uranium mining. I will suggest that siting of uranium mining near native
and indigenous populations was made easier by their relative lack of political and economic power, limited access to
major media and barriers created by language and educational level.

Marcos Buser (Switzerland), dipl. geol. ETH, Institute for Sustainable Waste Management
INA GmbH Zurich. Geologist and social scientist, he is a senior scientist who has worked in
the field of nuclear and chemo-toxic waste disposal for over 40 years. He was chairman and/
or member of governmental expert commissions, such as the Swiss EKRA-expert-commission
responsible for the Swiss nuclear waste disposal concept, the Federal Nuclear Safety Commission or several expert commissions in the field of clean-up of industrial waste dumps.
For over a decade he represented the State Council of the canton of Jura in the international
research laboratory Mont Terri for high-level radioactive waste in Switzerland. Since 1997
he has been involved in different projects in the field of underground storage / disposal of hazardous chemo-toxic
wastes in former salt mines.
Marcos Buser, Jean-Jacques Fasnacht „Nuclear Waste – our Legacy to Future Generations : how to handle it“
The fact that nuclear waste and the problems involved with it are and need to be passed on by the polluters and
todays society to those coming after us, is a well-known fact. However, in the case of nuclear waste and the targeted
strategy of final or deep storage in specially designed mines, this attitude leads to a shift of responsibility to countless future generations. Not only humans and the biosphere must be protected from the radioactive inventory in the
repository, but any underground repository itself must also be protected against human interference over an inconceivably long period of time. For even a once installed repository can always be re-opened by future generations, for
whatever purpose. This double legacy left behind by only two generations, which benefited from nuclear power, is
affecting numerous future generations with the challenge and burden to technically handle the radioactive waste
safely. Even more, it also requires an enormous social commitment of the affected societies over unimaginably long
storage periods. The long term conflict potentials have hardly been discussed so far. This problem area and possibilities to control it from today’s point of view will be highlighted in our lecture.

12

Julian Burger (England), Dr., Visiting Professor, Human Rights Centre, University of Essex

and Fellow, Human Rights Consortium, School of Advanced Study, University of London. He
has significant experience working for the UN on human rights issues and for twenty years
was the Head of the Indigenous Peoples and Minorities Programme at the UN Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). Prior to this, he was Deputy Director of the
Independent Commission on Humanitarian Issues (ICIHI), a think tank established by the UN
General Assembly to propose new approaches on humanitarian issues. He also held a position as Director of Research at Anti-Slavery International. Dr Burger has written and published
on human rights and indigenous peoples‘ issues.
„Indigenous Peoples in the Nuclear Age“
Indigenous peoples have been the victims of the nuclear age. They were and continue to be victims of the testing of
nuclear weapons that began in the 1940s. Much of the world’s uranium is mined on indigenous peoples’ traditional
lands leading to forced displacement, long-term health impacts and damage to the environment. It is easy to understand why many indigenous peoples call for uranium, like oil, to be left in the ground. The presentation will recall the
impacts of nuclear testing and uranium mining on indigenous peoples, consider current issues for indigenous peoples
at a time when uranium mining is increasing and there appears to be renewed investment in nuclear weapons, and ask
how the rights now universally established for indigenous peoples can be used to hold back and reverse these trends.

Helen Caldicott (Australia), MD, was founder and president of the PSR (Physicians for
Social Responsibility). Currently she is the president of the Nuclear Policy Research Institute and president of the Helen Caldicott Foundation for a Nuclear Free Planet. She has
been campaigning for nuclear disarmament for decades and her visit to New Zealand in
the early 1980s is often cited as a catalyst for Kiwis adopting the anti-nuclear cause as
their own. The Smithsonian Institute has described her as one of the 21st century’s most
influential women.
„Remind us of Chernobyl“
It is now 31 years since the radioactive accident at Chernobyl and the medical effects continue to impact thousands of
exposed people. 40% of the European land mass is polluted and will remain so for thousands of years contaminated by
long lived isotopes – plutonium 239, 238 and 241, cobalt 60 and technetium 132. Parts of Turkey and the UK received
high fallout impacting their crops. Millions were initially exposed to very high doses of radiation from short lived isotopes, thousands of times higher than doses received 3 years later.
A large literature now records the medical impact of Chernobyl. In Belarus 80% of children were once healthy, now only
20%. One million children still reside in highly radioactive areas.
Ongoing abnormalities of the immune system including B, T cells and immunoglobulins led to increased incidences of
bacterial and fungal infections. Chronic joint and bone pain, osteoporosis, periodontal disease and increased incident
of fractures. Strontium 90 and plutonium concentrate in bones and teeth.
Premature aging with heart attacks, hypertension, strokes and type 1 Diabetes and alopecia are recorded in children.
Multiple endocrine abnormalities including diabetes, hypo and hyperthyroidism and Hashimoto’s disease plus menstrual disorders have increased as cesium concentrates in endocrine organs and cardiac muscle.
Intellectual retardation recorded in babies who were in utero at the time of the accident as well as neural tube defects,
microcephaly and microphthalmia in babies secondary to mothers’ high whole body count of cesium recorded in the
Polissia Region of the Ukraine. Increased incidence of congenital cataracts, retinal pathology and adult cataracts occur
in many European countries.
Thyroid carcinoma arose 2 -4 years post-accident, in Belarus increasing to7000 cases by 2000 and despite surgery 30%
were aggressive and had metastasized. Congenital thyroid cancer in newborns also was documented. Iodine131, and
129, technetium 132, rubinium 103 cesium 137 and 134 concentrate in the thyroid.
Increased incidences of cancer have been and are still recorded in the Ukraine, Belarus, Russia, Germany, the UK,
Greece, Rumania and Europe including stomach, colon, bladder, kidney, pancreas, retinoblastoma, leukemia, adrenal,
melanoma, breast, lung rectum, brain, and pharyngeal.
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Many thousands of children have been born with severe teratogenic deformities, mental retardation and the incidence
of trisomies 13 and 18 rose while the incidence ofDown’s syndrome increased by 49% in Belarus, 250% in Germany and
30% in Sweden.
Of the 800,000 “liquidators”, young men who were exposed to massive doses of radiation recruited from all over Russian 120,000 to 125,000 died within the first 19 years. Surveys of wildlife and birds in the exclusion zones revealed
genetic and chromosomal abnormalities, sterility in male swallows, small brains, tumours, and other anatomical abnormalities.

Jean-Marie Collin (France), is an expert working on international disarmament and
national security issues in France. His area of expertise covers arms control, nuclear deterrence, non proliferation, disarmament. He is the Director for France and Francophone’s
countries of the network Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament
(PNND), Vice-president of Initiatives For Nuclear Disarmament, Associate researcher in the
Group for Research and Information on Peace and Security (GRIP), and member of ICAN
France.
„Past and Current Consequences of Nuclear Tests - Highlight of the French Nuclear Tests and Consequences of the
Nuclear Ban Treaty“
After years of silence and hidden information, the reality on the health effects on the veterans of French nuclear tests
was finally unveiled. A law was introduced (Morin Law) to help all these people (100 000 soldiers and civilians) to
receive an economic support. The law is far from being perfect, but it was the first step made by French authorities,
before the second one in Tahiti when president Hollande (2016) recognized that nuclear tests had an impact on the
environment. Since then some clean-up actions have been carried out, but only in Polynesia… France has never paid a
real attention on the Algerian territories contaminated by 17 nuclear tests. In reality, the „Algerian case“ is beginning
to be recognised following the uncovering of new information.
The situation is therefore complex and very different on these two territories, the French one and the one, which
became Algerian. The creation of the treaty banning nuclear weapons with the articles about “victim assistance and
environmental remediation” (art6) and “International cooperation and assistance” (art7) will thus necessarily create
a new dialogue or a new crisis between Algeria and France, as this topic is still taboo between those two states. Lastly,
it should not be excluded that States from Africa, Oceania or Latin America, in order to comply with the obligations
created by this treaty, will enter into a new dialogue with France. They will want to know precisely the fallout from
the French atmospheric nuclear tests conducted between 1960 and 1974.

Desmond Doulatram (Marshall Islands), has seen the devastating effects of the testing
of 67 nuclear bombs in the Marshall Islands. After graduating from college in 2010, worked
on Climate Change in the Office of the President, and as an educator at the local high school.
Co-founder to two NGOs Jo-JiKuM which deals with environmental issues, and REACH-MI (Radiation Exposure Awareness Crusaders for Humanity-Marshall Islands), which aims to provide
information and explore ways to address unresolved issues to improve community conditions
and people‘s lives. Hopes to showcase the little known side of history and humanity from the
Pacific, and human rights abuses by colonial super powers.
“Report from Former Test Region Marshall Islands”
The emerging and expanding fields of environmental law and international law provide greater transparency in revealing human right concerns in the Asia-Pacific region. This paper explores these human right concerns of the affected populations in the Marshall Islands which functioned as a nuclear testing ground between 1946 to 1958 when
it served as a strategic Trust Territory administered by the United States. In 2014, the Marshall Islands sued the United
States and the Asian nations of India, Pakistan, and North Korea for violating the 1968 nuclear non-proliferation
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treaty (NPT). The aggressive diplomatic pressure imposed by the Marshall Islands to major nuclear powers is not
without reason. This paper provides and explores an underutilized historical perspective explaining the legal and
humanitarian consequences of the nuclear testing period in the Marshall Islands and their limited adaptive capacity in addressing humanitarian obligations to its citizens despite not creating the situation. It explains the reasoning
behind the aggressive political nature in Marshallese politics stemming from unhealed wounds that eventually led to
Marshallese climate change ambassador Tony deBrum’s (February 26, 1945 – August 22, 2017) sole decision to sue
the United States and the Asian nations of India, Pakistan, and North Korea.

Scilla Elworthy, (GB), Dr is a peace builder and the founder of the Oxford Research
Group, a non-governmental organisation she set up in 1982 to develop effective dialogue
between nuclear weapons policy-makers worldwide and their critics, for which she was
nominated three times for the Nobel Peace Prize. She served as its executive director from
1982 until 2003, when she left that role to set up Peace Direct, a charity supporting local
peace-builders in conflict areas. In 2003 she was awarded the Niwano Peace Prize.
„Our Responsibility to Safeguard the Rights of Future Generations“
At this time of turbulence and rapid change, we recognise the challenges and anxieties faced by young people today,
as well as our responsibility to safeguard their rights, and their children’s children’s rights.
Throughout history, ancient indigenous peoples around the world have forbidden any decision that might threaten
future generations. By contrast ‘modern’ peoples are busy doing the exact opposite – menacing our own grandchildren by piling up air-miles, filling the oceans with plastic bottles, becoming incapable of growing our own food, even
ignoring the suicides of 350,000 Indian farmers bankrupted by Monsanto’s non-reproducing seeds.
Now a group of elders who constitute the World Future Council[1] – many of them former presidents, prime ministers, judges and policy-makers – are becoming active on the issue of nuclear weapons. They know that the combined
explosive yield of more than 15,000 nuclear weapons around the world is enough to destroy life on Earth as we know
it. Many of these weapons are still ready to be “launched on warning” as soon as enemy missiles are detected, under
the old ‘Mutual Assured Destruction’ or M.A.D. policy that most people thought had died with the Cold War.
In fact, the Global Security Institute calculated that if less than one per cent of the 15,000 nuclear weapons in the
world were to explode, tons of debris would enter the stratosphere, lower the earth‘s temperature, destroy the stability of the ozone layer and end agriculture as we know it. In sum, a nuclear exchange of the arsenals of only India and
Pakistan would end civilisation everywhere.
The World Future Council are turning to the wisdom of ancient peoples to engage the energy of the young people
of today and to protect the children of tomorrow. They are establishing Guardians for Future Generations at global,
regional and national levels, following the lead of countries like Hungary, Israel and Wales. These Guardians will act
as catalysts – not just for ‘sustainable development’ but going much further. They will support the re-generation of
the Earth and its oceans – for citizen action to clean their local freshwater riverbeds, for the solar-powered ships that
can suck up 22 million kilos of plastic a year to clean up the Great Pacific garbage patch, twice the size of France, and
for the re-forestation of entire mountains – as Councillor Thais Corral is already doing in Brazil.
[1] https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/gpact/

Jean-Jacques Fasnacht (Switzerland), MD, President IPPNW Switzerland, Co-President
KLAR! Schweiz (Kein Leben mit atomaren Risiken), Member oft the executive board ANNA
(Allianz Atomausstieg), lecturer University of Zurich.
„Nuclear Waste – our Legacy to Future Generations : how to handle it“
Abstract see page 11: Marcos Buser/Jean-Jacques Fasnacht
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Stefan Füglister (Switzerland), is one of a few nuclear opponents in Switzerland who

have been dealing with the issue of atomic energy since the 1970s. The experience of
the resistance in Kaiseraugst led him later to Greenpeace. At Greenpeace, he first was in
charge of the nuclear campaign (1995 to 2000) and later (2000 to 2005), as a member of
the management, he was head of the campaign area. From 2006 to 2008 he was campaign leader at VCS. In October 2008, he joined the Kampagnenforum.

„The Secret Nuclear Accident at Kyshtym / Mayak“
The first nuclear reactor of the Sowjet Union (SU) started operations in 1948 In the Mayak/Kyshtym complex at the
Eastern side of the Ural mountain range. It was used for the production of plutonium that was meant to fuel the first
Soviet plutonium-based atomic bomb. In 1949, the first batch of plutonium from Mayak was presented to Stalin and
shortly thereafter the first Soviet nuclear bomb was detonated. Not even ten years later, a serious accident happened
and the number of deaths from it remains unknown.
The «Kyshtym catastrophe» of 1957 is frequently considered as one in a series of civil nuclear accidents. However, this
is not quite correct, as contrary to other nuclear accidents, such as those of Three Mile Island or Fukushima, neither
the complexity of the technology nor an external factor triggered the catastrophe. Rather the fatal explosion in one
of the plutonium tanks was caused by ignorance and deepest human disregard. Technical safety, protection of human
life and the environment, had been unconditionally sacrificed in the SU by the race to nuclear rearmament.
In principle, this practice did not differ from the one other nuclear powers, however in its dimension was way more
drastic. Until today, Russia refuses to recognize survivors and their families as victims and to honor their claims.
The lack of complete workup of such events can lead to the reintroduction of human-despising methods in the hands
of authoritarian regimes. The critique of both the civil and military use of nuclear energy therefore remains an important and urgent task.

Emilie Gaillard (France), is a teacher researcher at the University of Caen Normandy, In-

stitut Demolombe EA 967, France. She is a member of the Pôle Risques, Qualité et Environnement Durable at MRSH Caen, and Research Associate at IODE (UMR CNRS 6262).
„The Nuclear Age & the Entry in the Transgenerational Legal Era“
The entry into the Nuclear Age marks the unprecedent acquisition of power of Humankind
upon the Earth and the very conditions of all forms of lives and of Future Generations. Geologists name this new era the Anthropocene. This is a profound metamorphosis of the action of
Man on Earth and finally, it deeply questions - from a theoretical and a pragmatic point of view - the foundations and
the purposes of Law. The very specific challenge of facing Nuclear Risks requires a Law protecting Future Generations,
i.e a Law for the Future.
Nuclear technologies introduce a deep gap between our abilities to put future generations into danger and our abilities to think about their legal protections nor their legitimate statute into contemporary democracies. In a way, this
new era is asking for the entry into a transgenerational legal era: we need to renew the legal humanism in order to
protect the Future. This could be nourished notably by new branches of philosophies which are renewing the ethical
foundations for responsibility towards the Future.
Undoubtedly, we have to renew the legal framework of basic and foundational principles such as human rights,
crimes, responsibility. This new juridical utopia takes into account the finitude of the Human existence, the essential
transmission of conditions and possibilities for life of future generations (understood as being in a systemic relationship with the environment and all living beings). New concepts can also be discussed such as: Ecocide, Rights of Nature… We are at the crossroads of a convergence wave of new legal concepts which are nourishing and supporting
the entry into the transgenerational legal era.
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Laurent Goetschel (Switzerland), is professor of political science at the University of Basle

and director of the Swiss Peace Foundation (swisspeace) in Berne. He has been a journalist
with the Associated Press, Visiting Scholar at the Centre for European Studies at Harvard
University, and at the Centre for International Conflict Resolution at Columbia University,
Lecturer at the Graduate Institute of Public Administration at the University of Lausanne and
at the Institute of Political Science at the University of Berne. He also served as personal collaborator of the Swiss foreign minister Micheline Calmy-Rey. His main research interests lie
in the fields of foreign policy analysis, the transfer of norms and ideas and peace policy. He is
currently also President of the Swiss Commission for Research Partnerships with Developing Countries (KFPE) of the
Swiss Academy of Sciences.

Paul Ingram (UK), is BASIC’s executive director, responsible for developing its strategy

to help reduce global nuclear dangers through disarmament and collaborative non-proliferation. Paul has authored a number of BASIC‘s reports and briefings covering a variety of
nuclear and non-nuclear issues since 2002. Paul has an extensive media experience and
hosted a weekly peak-time talk show on IRINN (Iranian domestic TV News in Farsi) addressing issues relevant to global security 2007-2012. He also taught systems approaches
on the flagship Top Management Programme at the UK government‘s National School of
Government 2006-2012.
„Nuclear Disarmament: Futures after the Ban Treaty“
Where next for realistic disarmament? The Ban Treaty will be open for signature from 20 September and a significant
push will lead to a majority of states joining. But the big effort is in translating this into actual disarmament, and it’s
not at all clear how this treaty can contribute to that in a practical manner. During the talks the Dutch referred to
three key problems in the treaty:
• Many states have formal nuclear alliance relationships that as currently constituted are inconsistent with membership of the treaty, and the treaty pays no attention to security and stability;
• The verification measures are inadequate to confidence
• The treaty could end up undermining the NPT and states may end up withdrawing in frustration
There is no evidence of any state currently attached to nuclear deterrence giving it up in the foreseeable future. On
the contrary, nuclear weapons are receiving renewed attention and every state with them is modernising its arsenal.
Nuclear threats, in Korea, Europe and South Asia are on the rise, along with populist nationalism. The Trump nuclear
posture review is expected to bring greater salience to nuclear weapons. The belief that security and global influence
requires retaining the ability and credible intent to deliver unimaginable destruction, or to be allied to a state capable
of such, remains very strong indeed. Enticing states to soften their grip on these capabilities will require concerted
effort. It will not happen through pressure from non-nuclear weapon states alone.Most crucially, constructive moves
are needed to reduce the salience of nuclear weapons, initiatives such as mutual declarations of no-first use and
tightened negative security assurances, further arms control talks and reductions, efforts to build confidence and
stronger relationships, manage crises and contain the systems for hair-trigger nuclear responses.These requirements
are not new. Neither is the evolution of technologies at the same time, though in the contemporary situation emerging technologies - offensive cyber, AI and robotics, extremely fast processing power and sophisticated sensing tech
- threatens to undermine existing systems and strategic stability.
In an age of populism these moves will require public support and an effort to tackle the most fundamental assumptions that underpin nuclear systems. We have to better chart the realistic scenario-lines towards greater risk and
opportunity, with the Ban Treaty as a new and important context.
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Beejin Khastumur (Mongolia), Founder of Delhiin Mongol Nogoon Negdel (DMNN), a
Mongolian environmental protection NGO. DMNN is working with the nomadic herders in
Mongolia to protect springs and waters from the impact of (illegal) mining. They joined the
struggle against abolishing „the Law with the Long Name“ - a law protecting the environment in Mongolia. They exposed mines which operated without permits, some of these
were closed. In 2016, Beejin Khastamur was framed in a car accident and authorities wanted
to see him in prison. International Human Rights activities strongly supported by Frontline
Defenders led to his acquittal.
„Fighting Environmental Uranium Pollution in Mongolia“
The constant demand to feed the nuclear reactors in order to produce nuclear power and provide mainly the developed countries with plenty of energy, made international companies such as AREVA explore new countries with rich
uranium deposits. One of such newly discovered countries was Mongolia, which sadly was victimized in every way.
This paper explains what effects the uranium exploration and extraction had on the environment, water, animals,
plants and people, particularly the herders whose lives entirely depend on their animals and environment. The government of Mongolia is more concerned about the revenue it receives by licensing mining than for the well-being of
its citizens and their environment.
This paper presents the evidence against uranium mining and talks about the common struggle of civil society, including local herders and non-profit organizations dedicated to the environment and a sustained healthy livelyhood.
Through demonstrations, seminars and social media, the organisation Delhiin Mongol Nogoon Negdel (DMNN) and
other non-profit organizations have tried to educate the public on the adverse effects of uranium mining for the environment.
In the interest of the well-being of the population, particularly in rural areas, and in consideration of a likely downtrend for uranium as resource in a world relying less on nuclear energy, yet in appreciation of a growing interest for
Mongolia by the tourism industry, the preservation of the beauty of the land and the cleanliness of the waters should
have utmost importance for the Govt. of Mongolia.

Claudio Knüsli (Switzerland), MD, is an oncologist, past president and board member of

PSR/ IPPNW Switzerland. Motivated by his daily work with cancer patients, he is especially
interested in the subject of medical effects of low dose ionisation radiation in the context of
nuclear power plants and nuclear weapons.
„Ionizing Radiation: Medical Risks – New Aspects“
Since its detection ionising radiation [IR] has been recognised as a major human health risk
inducing a broad variety of biological cellular changes. Characteristically, high IR doses are associated with deterministic whereas lower IR doses are related to stochastic effects respectively. Biological research
establishing reliable biomarkers in low dose IR is still limited in contrast to higher dose and dose-rate IR. Radioprotection concepts have been developed and respective measures were widely implemented in the medical fields and in
occupational exposure in the nuclear industry. According to the current recommendations of the International Commission on Radiological Protection (ICRP publication 103; 2007) the risk for lethal cancer disease in adults amounts to
5.5%/Sievert. Carcinogenicity is the hallmark of IR, however lethal IR impact of noncancer – e.g. cardiovascular – diseases has been shown to be in the same order as death to radioinduced malignancy. Modern epidemiological studies
on nuclear workers, on populations exposed to fallout from nuclear power plant accidents, on natural background
irradiation as well as radiodiagnostic studies confirm the dose response relationship of low dose IR and its detrimental
health impacts. These studies corroborate the Linear No Threshold [LNT] concept and underline the usefulness of collective dose calculations. The latter allow extrapolations of health risks in large populations exposed to low doses of
ionising radiation. Current scientifically based understanding calls for acceptance of risk estimations at doses as low
as 1 mSv and below and therefore asks for a revision of the ICRP-recommendations which are outdated one decade
after their effective date.
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Gerhard Kreutzer (Austria), is a Legal Officer at the International Criminal Police Organisa-

tion (INTERPOL). Since 2014 he is on a temporary assignment to the International Criminal
Court. Between 2005 and 2009, he used to work as an Assistant Legal Officer at the Registry
of the European Court of Human Rights, and subsequently the Council of Europe, Directorate of Legal Advice and Public International Law. He holds a doctorate from the University of
Vienna.

“The Proliferation and Use of Nuclear Weapons from an International and Transnational
Criminal Law Perspective”
The invention of nuclear weapons coincides with the emergence of international criminal law towards the end of
World War II; however, while scholars and practitioners, for a long time, attempted to address the nuclear weapons’
devastating effects from the angle of international humanitarian law, little thought was given to the applicability of
international criminal law, prior to the adoption of the 1998 Rome Statute establishing the International Criminal
Court; in light of international criminal law’s reinvigorated status following the cold-war period and against the findings by the International Court of Justice in its 1996 Advisory Opinion on the legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear
Weapons, numerous questions persist as to the individual criminal responsibility for the use of such weapons in the
context of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and, more recently, the crime of aggression. Moreover, notwithstanding the latent threat of nuclear attacks as part of a state policy, criminal use of nuclear material or weapons
other than through state-sponsored conduct, represent a more probable, though less predictable risk; therefore states
are well-advised to adopt a robust and sustainable legal framework for the prosecution of transnational nuclear offences; looking through the lens of international and transnational criminal law, this study outlines the applicable
legal framework for the prevention and suppression of criminal conduct related to the proliferation and use of nuclear
weapons by states and non-state actors, highlighting shortcomings and proposing ways to overcome them.

Nadezda Kutepova (France), who has lost a number of close family members to radiationrelated diseases, founded the Planet of Hope in 1999. From its very beginnings, this self-help
organization‘s main purpose has been to inform those who live in the region about radiation
doses and corresponding health dangers – and about their rights as Russian citizens. Planet
Hope has entered into partnerships with international activist groups and environmental
organizations, has created a victims parliament, and facilitates for people across the Urals
access to specialist radiation knowledge. Despite intimidation from authorities, the group
has conducted analyses of probes from the prohibited zone, as well as taken its protests for
justice, openness, and human rights to Moscow‘s Red Square.
„Mayak Nuclear Facility: 60 Years against Human Rights“
I will speak on human rights and the nuclear age in the contemporary world. I grew up in the little known secret
nuclear city of Ozersk in the heart of Russia, a place, where the Soviet Union created plutonium for the first Soviet
nuclear bombs. My grandmother was a chemical engineer at the nuclear plant Mayak, she made plutonium with her
own hands and died from lymphoma 7 years before my birth. My father was a liquidator of the first nuclear accident
in 1957, which happened almost 60 years ago. Later he was an engineer at the nuclear reprocessing plant and died
from cancer when I was 13. Only 22 years after his death could I find the truth and receive an official document that
he died from radiation.I knew nothing about nuclear energy and nuclear materials even though I was born in a town
where they were produced. As a Soviet girl, I only had seen how many people around my family had died or become
disabled. We thought this was normal! It was only when I was 28 that I came to know where I lived and what exactly
was produced at the nuclear plant Mayak. Another I discovered was the tragedy of the people, who were living in 39
villages along the Techa river into which the Mayak plant dumped nuclear waste. And then the tragedy of people of
the 24 villages affected by the nuclear accident of 1957. Almost all of these villages were destroyed from 1954 until
1962, and I think it was most terrible violation of human rights after Hiroshima and Nagasaki. People lost everything
– health, houses, also sometimes the possibility to have kids.
When I learned all these facts, it forced me to wake up from nuclear propaganda which always told us that people
around Mayak were ill because of bad heredity and alcoholism. I decided to make something for the people of my
region and created the NGO The Planet of Hopes. It is my mission to defend people who suffered or are still suffering
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from nuclear contamination of Mayak in my region, living near the contaminated Techa river in the first, second and
even third generations. In 2015 I was dismissed from my job and accused of industrial espionage and forced to escape
from Russia with my kids. This happened because I know everything about the inside of the nuclear industry. People
shared with me their terrible stories. I tried to be a whistleblower. I would like for people around the world to know
about the tragedy of Mayak . The price of using of nuclear energy is too high for humanity. Many have paid this with
their lives and being sick and I am now a political refugee living in Paris, France.

Moritz Leuenberger (Switzerland), is a Swiss politician, lawyer, was a member of the Swiss
Federal Council from 1995 to 2010 and President of the Confederation in 2001 and in 2006.

Tundu Lissu (Tanzania), Dr., lawyer, President of the Tanganyika Law Society (2017), Member
of Parliament (CHADEMA-Party). Active in Human Rights issues and critical of the extractive
industries based on his experiences; in the 1990ies, he had confronted Barrick Gold about the
forcible removal of artisanal gold miners which obviously had led to the death of 50 miners.He
worked with LEAT - Lawyers Environmental Action Team from 1999 to 2009, from 2010 - 2015,
he helped to draft Tanzania‘s new constitution as a Member of the Constitution and Legal Affairs
Committee, and is a member of Parliament since 2010 for CHADEMA, the opposition party.

Anthony Lyamunda (Tanzania), Director CESOPE (Civil Education is the Solution to Poverty and Environmental Management). CESOPE has been struggling against plans for uranium
mining in Tanzania since first news about exploration came up and has gained a strong reputation as advocate for peoples rights, protection of natural resources of life and sustainable
development.
„Political Resistance Against Uranium Mining in Tanzania - Avoiding Uranium mining“
Since 2009 when first information about uranium exploration in Tanzania became public
“Civil Education is the Solution to Poverty and Environmental Management” (CESOPE) has successfully risen awareness among local communities. Uranium mining is a looming threat depending on Uranium price which is actually
low. CESOPE activities range from seminars and radio spots to distributing videos to rural micro-cinemas. Especially
CESOPE was always present when there was an urgent challenge in a village. Currently CESOPE is promoting methods
of using natural resources in a sustainable way to create reliable sources of income for people.
CESOPE has been in the Chemba district since 2012 development of the Farkwa Dam Project. This dam would block
the river Bubu as the main tributary of Bahi swamp and therefore is a potentially existential threat for the wetland.
CESOPE is suspicious that drying Bahi swamp could be method to drive out people to pave the way for uranium mining. CESOPE raises awareness among people and advocates for their rights.
For many years the Tanzanian government received complaints that Tanzania as a nation as well as local population
would not take enough or any profit at all in the mining boom. The new mining law could be seen as a tool to tackle
this challenge. However critical voices also warn that the new legislation could be used to slash and silence complaints by civil society. The government under the new president Magafuli has not yet made specific announcements
referring to uranium mining – civil society needs to be on alert.
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Wilbert Mahundi (Tanzania), is the director of TMMTF - Tanzania Mineral Mining Trust Fund,

a non-governmental, not-for-profit organization. The organization was started in 2000 and established on 29th January 2004 after being registered under Tanzanian law, Trustees Ordinance
Cap 375,1956. The mission of TMMTF is to support small artisanal miners and communities by
improving their work through education, improving their skills, information sharing, trainings,
lobbying and advocacy. TMMTF got involved in the uranium mining issue when members of
local communities in Namtumbo region in the southwest of Tanzania wondered about mining
of uranium: The Mkuju River Uranium Project is in their vicinity. Mr. Mahundi currently is a
counselor for Ruhuwiko Ward at Songea Municipal Council.
„The Threat of Uranium Mining at Mkuju River / South Tanzania“
URANIUM CAMPAIGN PROGRAM
We engaged into uranium campaign program since 2010 after a number of local people from Namtumbo came to ask
for ‘uranium markets’ – thinking they might make a living from mining uranium in an artisanal way (similar to Tanzanite). Some of them came with what they believed was uranium ore from Mkuju River area in Namtumbo District.
After a few months, we decided to educate people about the uses of uranium. In December 2012, some experts on
uranium mining from Germany came to our area for education.
We had an awareness raising conference, and among others invitees were government officers such as mineral department officers and political leaders as well as local people from mining areas.
During group discussion we found some hot issues such as
i. Lack of community involvement during planning, surveying and establishing uranium mining
ii. Lack of awareness / education on uranium for the community
iii. Lack of transparency on the uranium mining sector in Namtumbo region and in Tanzania at large
iv. Unfulfilled social responsibility promises to the community and
v. Complaints about environmental destruction done by the companiesconducting uranium exploration in Tanzania
From that moment we full engaged ourselves as an organization to start campaign against uranium mining.

Harald Müller (Germany), Prof., is the Executive Director of the Peace Research Institute

Frankfurt (PRIF) where he leads the research group of Arms Control and Disarmament. He is a
Professor in International Relations and has a PhD in Political Sciences.He is a member of the German delegation to the Review and Extension Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
and has been a member of different advisory boards regarding disarmament, security policy and
peace.

„Nuclear Weapon Free Zones – One way forward“
Nuclear weapons do not only threaten future generations with high costs, environmental damage, devastating warfare, fallout and permanent threat. They also need the maintenance of huge technological-military-political complexes which reproduce enemy images and threatening military doctrines, uphold the grave distrust among states that
their rivals intend to annihilate them when the opportunity arises and perpetuate an international system subject
to fear, threat and permanent tension. The nuclear weapon ban presents one bold initiative by non-nuclear weapon
states to contribute to the abolition of the nuclear menace and to demonstrate unambiguously their rejection of the
nuclear ideology. Another, time-honored approach is the establishment of nuclear weapon free zones. Already now,
the southern hemisphere is covered by such zones by the sovereign policies or their member states. No such zones
exists in regions where states possessing nuclear weapons are located. One of these regions is Europe. This justifies
an inquiry if a nuclear weapon free zone in Europe could be initiated. The fact that only a handful of smaller states
would initially participate in this project and the zone would thus be a “patchwork” is no barrier, as the example of
other such zones shows. An inquiry of possible negotiation processes, the basic content of the zone, and dealing with
the inevitable resistance of opponents of such a project indicates that it is a possibility that could be pursued, with
the necessary political will. If politicians wish to support the effects of the nuclear ban at a regional level – here is an
opportunity.
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Natsuko Nakase (Japan), lawyer, serving as a member of legal team for some litigations
regarding Fukushima nuclear victimes.

M. Sekine and N. Nakase “A report on litigations regarding Fukushima nuclear victims”
The Fukushima Nuclear Accident in 2011 has been contaminating the vast surrounding areas
with radioactive materials, resulting in a wide-range of devastating damages and impacts for
residents in the greater zone.
TEPCO (Tokyo Electric Power Company) has started to compensate the affected population
who meet certain criteria for their damages induced by the accident according to the Compensation Guideline set by
the Japanese government. The Guideline, however, only provides extremely limited level of compensation for those
who qualify, and moreover, it still leaves many “unqualified victims” without any forms of compensation.
In addition, the Japanese government and TEPCO have consistently denied their legal responsibility for the accident,
based on the claim that the tsunami, the primary cause of the accident, could not have been prevented in any case
and that the health impact of radiation exposure remains negligible.
It should be noted that, prior to the accident, various experts had repeatedly alerted the Japanese government and
TEPCO to the predicted scale of earthquake and tsunami and its severe impacts on the Fukushima Nuclear Plants. Despite the foreseeability of the catastrophe, they have failed to take necessary preventive measures. Six years after the
accident, still, the abovementioned reluctance of “the perpetrators” is one of the critical factors that result in insufficiency of countermeasures in many aspects, such as decontamination and environmental restoration, compensation
for damages, and recovering normal life of the affected population.
In view of this situation, we will report on the present situation of Fukushima and victims’ movements over litigation.

Andreas Nidecker (Switzerland), is a Professor Emeritus of Radiology at the University
of Basel, Switzerland. Past president and board member of PSR / IPPNW Switzerland. Member of the organizing Committees of IPPNW world congress in Basel in 2010 and of « U and
health » meetings in Mali 2012 and Tanzania 2013 and South Africa 2015. Co-Initiator and
Board of « sun21 », a think tank dedicated to use of renewable energies, resource utilisation
and sufficiency.
M. Walter, A. Nidecker „Genetic effects of ionizing radiation“
Many morphological modifications in nature or health effects in humans, as described in epidemiological and genetic
studies, suggest ionizing radiation even in the low range as likely cause for detected mutations of DNA sequences or
for diseases. Studies of populations around the nuclear reprocessing plant in Sellafield, UK, revealed that the local
incidence of childhood leukemia and Non Hodgkin lymphoma and stillbirth rate were significantly elevated. The cause
seems to be the irradiation of the children’s fathers, who were workers at the plant. The radiation effects are not direct but rather transgenerational. Research in animals has also revealed transgenerational effects in animal studies
of the blue grass butterfly or in barn swallows and lastly, reported malformations in plants also indicate a mutagenic
damage of the genome. These recent sound epidemiological and genetic studies have serious implications: the fact of
proven genetic damage by ionizing radiation must be considered as violation of the human right for health. Considering the health of future generations, these observations, as a consequence, demand a revision of current radiobiological teaching and subsequently adaptations of current regulations and laws in radioprotection.
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Michel Prieur (France), is a Professor Emeritus of Law at the University of Limoges, Scientific Director at the Center for Interdisciplinary Research on Environmental, Development
and Urban Planning Law (CRIDEAU) and President of the International Centre of Comparative
Environmental Law (CIDCE) – France.

„International Human Rights Law and Nuclear Disasters“
Nuclear law does not provide much content regarding nuclear disasters and neither is this the
case with international human rights law. However, since international human rights law is
universal, a human rights approach has to be applied to all States and the nuclear industry, before, during and after
a nuclear disaster, in order to effectively limit the consequences of any disaster for health and the environment. After
the Fukushima accident, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) pledged to implement the highest standard
of nuclear safety but “forgot” to pledge the highest standard of human rights requirements.
A recommendation on legal and medical aspects of nuclear disasters adopted at a meeting at the Waseda University
(Tokyo, Japan) in October 2014 was sent to the Sendai World conference of the United Nations about disaster risk
reduction (UNDRR) of March 2015. In our speech we will reaffirm that there are no derogations on human rights
during nuclear disasters. Also most human rights violations take place in nuclear disasters, especially the right to life,
the right to health, the rights of displaced persons and the rights of future generations. Therefore it is necessary to
complete and strengthen International agreements in the nuclear sector and take seriously into account all aspects
of international human rights law. This also needs to be transferred to national laws, regulations and specific requirements regarding the right to health.

Tariq Rauf (Canada), he is consulting advisor for policy and outreach at the CTBTO, taking
part in his personal capacity. Rauf is an internationally respected authority on nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation issues. He was the Director of SIPRI’s Disarmament, Arms
Control and Non-proliferation Programme from February 2014 to February 2017; Senior Advisor to the Chair of the Disarmament Committee at the 2015 Non-Prolife-ration Treaty (NPT)
Review Conference; and Head of the Verification and Security Policy Coordination at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) from 2002 to 2011.
„Addressing Dangers from Nuclear-Weapon Arsenals and Doctrines and the Lack of Nuclear Disarmament“
On 7 July 2017, 122 non-nuclear-weapon States (NNWS) party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) approved a multilaterally negotiated Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). This
new Treaty came about as a direct result of decades of frustration on the slow pace of nuclear weapons disarmament
by the NPT nuclear-weapon States (NWS) and heightened recognition of the unimaginable humanitarian and environmental consequences of the detonation of even one nuclear weapon. As reported by the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), at the beginning of this year, nine nuclear-armed States—China, France, India, Israel,
North Korea, Pakistan, Russia, United Kingdom and the United States—had nearly 4,150 operationally deployed
nuclear weapons and combined arsenals totalling approximately 14,935 nuclear weapons. And, despite five nuclear
security summits—in 1996, 2010, 2012, 2014 and 2016—83% of the world’s nuclear materials (highly-enriched uranium and plutonium) amounting to nearly 2,000 tonnes remain completely outside of any international monitoring
or transparency. In light of this, what is to be done to preserve the NPT and the nuclear disarmament process? How
can engagement be built on disarmament of nuclear weapons? In this regard, this paper discusses transparency
measures concerning nuclear weapons that contribute to facilitating disarmament; as well as issues relating to the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) and a future fissile material (cut-off) treaty (FM(C)T) that covers existing stocks, and verification of nuclear disarmament.
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Daniel Rietiker (Switzerland), Dr.iur. (PhD), is a lecturer in public international law at

the University of Lausanne in Switzerland and a senior lawyer at the European Court of
Human Rights in Strasbourg (France). He is also member of the Adjunct Faculty of Suffolk
University Law School (Boston MA) and president of SAFNA (Swiss Lawyers for Nuclear
Disarmament). In 2014, he conducted research at Harvard Law School (Boston MA) that
he published in: „Daniel Rietiker, Humanization of Arms Control: Paving the Way to a
World Free of Nuclear Weapons, Routledge, London/New York, 2017, 322 p.“
„Dealing with Human Rights in the Nuclear Age: Focusing on Vulnerable Groups“
The „Treaty prohibiting nuclear weapons“, adopted in New York on 7 July 2017, includes a clause on victim assistance
and environmental remediation (Article 6), imposing certain obligations on States Parties with a view to assisting
victims of use of nuclear weapons and nuclear testing „in accordance with human rights law“. By this reference to
human rights law, this clause clearly builds a bridge between this branch of law and nuclear arms control law. The
present contribution aims at highlighting the relevance of human rights to nuclear weapons.
The proposed study will assess the impact on human rights of the following activities: use of nuclear weapons, testing of these weapons, uranium mining and exploitation of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. The study thereby
suggests a broad approach to human rights, taking into account civil and political, as well as economic, social and
cultural rights. Regarding use of nuclear weapons, the most relevant human rights of the people directly affected
by a nuclear weapons attack are the right to life, the prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment, the right to
private and family life, including the right to home, as well as the right to property, all of which belong to the category
of civil and political rights.
Regarding nuclear weapons testing, uranium mining and nuclear power plant exploitation, the assessment will focus
on economic, social and cultural rights, such as the right to health or to a healthy environment, as well as the right to
an adequate standard of living, including the right to food and clean water.
It is well established that radiation released by nuclear testing, uranium mining or in accidents occurring in a nuclear
power plant cause particular harm to women and children, and to those groups that depend on an intact environment and their traditionally owned lands, in particular indigenous peoples. Therefore, the particular vulnerability and
special need for protection of those groups will be a premise throughout the proposed study.

Alex Rosen (Germany), MD, is a paediatrician and board member and Vice Chairman of
IPPNW Germany.

„Hibakusha Worldwide – Similarities among Victims of Nuclear Weapons, Power and Uranium Mining“
In Japanese, the people who lived through the nuclear bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
are called “Hibakusha”. Instead of victimizing them, this term denotes the people as survivors. Many Hibakusha have dedicated their lives to the struggle for a better world, a world free of the nuclear threat,
and have begun telling their stories to younger generations.
During the Cold War, the term “Hibakusha” was soon expanded and globalized in order to include those who have suffered from nuclear weapons testing, like the Downwinders of Nevada, Semipalatinsk, the “Pacific proving grounds”
or other nuclear test sites around the world. Hibakusha from Japan have been active in reaching out to Hibakusha
from the Marshall Islands, Kazakhstan, Russia, the U.S. and French Polynesia, inviting them to their conferences and
including them in their call “No more Hibakusha!”
As the health effects of the nuclear industry were better understood, the term Hibakusha has been expanded even
further to the indigenous people whose homes were turned into nuclear wastelands by uranium mining, the people
affected by depleted uranium weapons and those affected by radioactive fallout from civil and military nuclear accidents. All of these millions of people would have had better lives, if the uranium had been left in the ground.
As physicians, we see it as our responsibility to educate the public and politicians about the intimate connections
between the civil and the military nuclear industry and about the health effects of ionizing radiation.
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Urs Ruegg (Switzerland), Professor of Pharmacology; Geneva-Lausanne School of Pharmaceutical Sciences University of Geneva. Member of the: Conseil Scientifique de l’Association
Française contre les myopathies. Swiss National Science Foundation for evaluation of grants
on Endocrine Disruptors, Centre National d’Evaluation for the 24 Faculties of Pharmacy in
France (1998). President of the Swiss Society of Pharmacology & Toxicology (1995-2000).
Treasurer of the International Union of Basic and Clinical Pharmacology (2006-2014)

Miki Sekine (Japan), lawyer, based in Fukushima Prefecture, serving as a member of legal
team for some litigations regarding Fukushima nuclear victimes.
“A Report on Litigations Regarding Fukushima Nuclear Victims”
Abstract see page 21: M. Sekine and N. Nakase

Hiromichi Umebayashi (Japan), in 1980, physicist Dr. Hiromichi Umebayashi left his teach-

ing post at the Tokyo Metropolitan Technical College in order to dedicate himself to the purpose
of many NGO’s: achieving world peace and eliminating nuclear weapons. His vision: a Northeast
Asia Nuclear Weapons-Free Zone; no atomic missiles stationed on the ground in Japan, North
Korea, or South Korea; and a guarantee from Russia, China, and the United States that no nuclear
weapons would be deployed or used within that zone. He is the founder of Peace Depot Inc., a
non-profit initiative that focuses on peace research and education and promotes ideas for national defense systems not reliant on atomic deterrence or outright military supremacy.

Martin Vosseler (Switzerland), MD, University Hospital Basel, Harvard Medical School,

Boston, medical practice in Basel (1982-95). 1981 Initiator PSR/IPPNW CH, 1997 Co-Founder sun21 energy forum. 2007 Crew member 1st solar Atlantic crossing. CH/EU solar prize.
Long distance walks for clean energy (Basel - Jerusalem, LA - Boston, Basel - St. Petersburg).

“ Nuclear Abolition and Planetary Ethics”
The poem “Mysteries, yes” by Mary Oliver reflects on awe, the deep astonishment about
the miracles of life. We become aware how many miracles make the life system “Sun- Earth” possible. Joanna Macy’s,
teacher for deep ecology, describes our present situation as a transition from an old to the new paradigm. She defines
our double function: to become palliative caretaker and midwife at the same time. The development of Planetary
Ethics during the last 250 years is described. This value system will help our species to become Earth compatible. The
lecture ends with a metaphor – the metamorphosis of the butterfly as a symbol for the evolution of humankind and
the imminent breakthroughs.

25

Saskia Walentowitz (Switzerland/France), is a social anthropologist and associated researcher at the Institute for Social Anthropology, University Berne.

Martin Walter (Switzerland), MD is member of IPPNW/PSR/CH (International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War - Physicians for Social Responsibility Switzerland),
Board member and former president of IPPNW/PSR/CH. He is specialist in internal medicine and co-founder of the swiss affiliate of IPPNW International.
„Genetic effects of ionizing radiation“
Abstract see page 21: M. Walter, A. Nidecker

Alyn Ware (Basel/Prague), is a nuclear policy expert from New Zealand. He is Direc-

tor of the Basel Peace Office, Consultant for the International Association of Lawyers
Against Nuclear Arms, and Coordinator for Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-proliferation
and Disarmament. Mr Ware was a leader in the NZ nuclear weapons prohibition, 1996
International Court of Justice case against nuclear weapons, and Model Nuclear Weapons Convention circulated by the UN Secretary-General to guide nuclear disarmament
negotiations. He has received the Right Livelihood Award and has been nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize.
„Protecting Future Generations through Anti-Nuclear Legislation and Removing Nuclear Weapons Funding“
On July 7, the United Nations adopted a Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, with 122 countries in favour.
The Treaty aims to prevent and prohibit the use of nuclear weapons, the consequences of which ‘cannot be adequately
addressed, transcend national borders, pose grave implications for human survival, the environment, socioeconomic
development, the global economy, food security and for the health of current and future generations.’
The treaty requires States parties to adopt national measures (legislation, administrative measures etc…) to implement their obligations under the treaty, and in particular ‘to prevent and suppress any activity prohibited to a State
Party under this Treaty undertaken by persons or on territory under its jurisdiction or control.’
The nuclear-armed and allied States opposed the treaty, and are unlikely to join. As such, the provisions in the treaty
do not apply to them. However, States parties to the Treaty could adopt national implementation measures which
impact on the policies and practices of the nuclear-armed States, i.e. if they decide to prohibit transit of nuclear
weapons through their territories (including territorial waters and airspace) and investments in corporations which
manufacture nuclear weapons and their delivery systems (nuclear weapons divestment).
The treaty does not specifically prohibit nuclear weapons transit or investments, as some of the countries in the negotiations believed that this would be too difficult to implement. However, the treaty does make it prohibited for any
State party to ‘Assist, encourage, or induce, in any way, anyone to engage in any activity prohibited to a State Party
under this Treaty,’ which can be interpreted as prohibiting transit and investments. And the experience of New Zealand, which has already prohibited transit of nuclear weapons and investments of public funds in nuclear weapons
corporations, demonstrates that this is feasible.
If even 1/3rd of the States Parties to the ban treaty adopt such national implementation measures, it would have a
huge impact on the policies and practices of the nuclear armed States.
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Günter Wippel (Germany), is President/Coordinator of uranium-network.org. Active on

the issue of uranium mining since 1985; co-organizer of the 1992 World Uranium Hearing,
Salzburg / Austria; co-founder and coordinator uranium-network.org; co-organizer of the
uranium conferences in Bamako / Mali (2012), Tanzania (2013) and South Africa (2015).

„Overview of Uranium Activities in Africa / Global Uranium Activities“
In 2007 / 2008, the price of uranium rose sharply - and exploration companies started raiding many countries, including nearly every country in Africa, to find new uranium deposits. A number of projects were
announced, and some even started producing U3O8, but theprice rapidly fell again. In 2011, the Fukushima incident
brought some 50 nuclear power plants (more than 10% of the worldwide nuclear ´fleet´) to a halt - also cutting down
demand for uranium. We will explore what happened to the projects announced and to the companies involved. AREVA
suffered seriously, CAMECO is in a court case re: tax evasion. Lately, the biggest producer of commercial nuclear power
plants was close to bankruptcy, and on July 13, ROSATOM announced the company will reconsider its focus on nuclear.
What might the future bring? Which developments can be observed?

Toshinori Yamada (Japan), LL.M., Lecturer, School of Law, Meiji University; Senior Re-

searcher, The Institute of Politics and Economy; Director, International Association of Lawyers
against Nuclear Arms (IALANA); Director, Japan Association of Lawyers against Nuclear Arms
(JALANA).
„Fukushima Nuclear Power Accidents and Human Right Remedy from the Viewpoint of International Law“
Since 3/11 in 2011, the Government of Japan has been faced with recommendations to improve the human rights situation regarding victims of the Fukushima nuclear accidents from international human
rights bodies which were established under the human rights treaties to which Japan is a State Party. For instance,
the Committee on Social and Cultural Rights expressed concerns about the unfulfilled specific needs of disadvantaged
and vulnerable groups, such as older persons, persons with disabilities, and women and children, as well as about
the lack of transparency and disclosure of necessary information regarding the safety of nuclear power installations (2013). The Human Rights Committee on Civil and Political Rights was concerned with the situation of persons
returning to (un)decontaminated areas (2014). Independent rapporteurs also visited Japan to research the human
rights situation after the Fukushima nuclear accident. Especially in his report to the UN Human Rights Council, Special
Rapporteur on the right of health, Anand Grover recommended Japan to take some steps to improve the situation
regarding the rights of health (2012).
Unfortunately, Japan did not ratify any optional protocol which provide for an individual communication procedure.
In this situation, at first it is important to ensure that the Government of Japan respond squarely those recommendations coming up from state reporting system and achieve them in good faith. Secondly, it is crucial to explore how to
make use of them in the national implementation of international human rights, such as lawsuit in Japanese courts.
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