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“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12 ESV)

We all face battles. (Nehemiah 4:1-3)
“But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the
Ashdodites heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward
and that the breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very angry. 8And
they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause
confusion in it…10In Judah it was said, ‘The strength of those who bear the
burdens is failing. There is too much rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to
rebuild the wall.’ 11And our enemies said, ‘They will not know or see till we come
among them and kill them and stop the work.’” (Nehemiah 4:7-8, 10-11 ESV)

We all have backup.
“Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads
and give them up to be plundered in a land where they are captives. 5Do not cover
their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they have
provoked you to anger in the presence of the builders. 6So we built the wall. And all
the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.”
(Nehemiah 4:4-6 ESV)
“So in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in open places, I stationed the
people by their clans, with their swords, their spears, and their bows. And I looked
and arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people,
‘Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and
fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.’”
(Nehemiah 4:13-14 ESV)

We all need boldness.
“‘Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your
sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.’…In the place where you hear
the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.”
(Nehemiah 4:14, 20 ESV)

“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened
on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as
shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In
all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18praying at all times in the Spirit, with all
prayer and supplication…” (Ephesians 6:13-18 ESV)
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