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Forgive unconditionally and immediately.

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive.” (Colossians 3:12-13 ESV)
“Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents,
forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you
seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” (Luke 17:3-4 ESV)

Give time to heal gradually and completely.

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
2
a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up
what is planted; 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and
a time to build up…” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-3 ESV)
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3He restores my soul…”
(Psalm 23:1-3 ESV)

Trust carefully.

“For there is a time and a way for everything, although man’s trouble lies heavy on
him.” (Ecclesiastes 8:6 ESV)
“All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the spirit.
Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.”
(Proverbs 16:2-3 ESV)

Reconcile gradually and conditionally.

“And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us return and visit the brothers in
every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.’ 37Now
Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38But Paul thought best
not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had
not gone with them to the work. 39And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that
they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away
to Cyprus, 40but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the
brothers to the grace of the Lord.” (Acts 15:36-40 ESV)
“Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought
to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all.” (Romans 12:16-18 ESV)

God forgives us unconditionally through Jesus, but trusts us
proportionately through our obedience.

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.” (Romans 5:8-10 ESV)
“For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”
(Matthew 25:29 ESV)

