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We are blessed and chosen.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him…” (Ephesians 1:3-4 ESV)

We are called to be sons and daughters.

“…In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will…” (Ephesians 1:4-5 ESV)

We do not perform our way into God’s family, but are born into it.

“Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, “You must
be born again.”’” (John 3:5-7 ESV)
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV)
“‘With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment; But with everlasting
kindness I will have mercy on you,’ Says the Lord, your Redeemer. ‘For this is like
the waters of Noah to Me; For as I have sworn That the waters of Noah would no
longer cover the earth, So have I sworn That I would not be angry with you, nor
rebuke you.’” (Isaiah 54:8-9 NKJV)
(Turn over for continuation…)

We are marvelously made to reflect Him to others.

“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.
14
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it very well. 15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being
made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.” (Psalm 139:13-15 ESV)
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come
that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”
(John 10:10 NKJV)

