
 

OREGON DEPARTMENTS OF FORESTRY AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO OREGON’S SMOKE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
  
BACKGROUND: The Smoke Management Plan is administered by the Oregon Department of Forestry             
to manage prescribed burning on private, federal and other public land to protect air quality and maintain                 
forest health. As required by law, Oregon State Board of Forestry and the Department of Environmental                
Quality must approve a plan. The plan is to be developed by ODF in cooperation with federal and state                   
agencies, landowners and organizations that will be affected by the plan. (THAT’S YOU!) 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR CONTRIBUTION VIA PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Reiterate: The objective of the smoke management program is to maximize burning opportunities,             
reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildfire, and minimize smoke impacts on the public.  
 

● Humans have made fires worse. With decades of fire suppression and the creation of tree 
plantations, we need to restore our degraded forests. We are experiencing record breaking 
temperatures and drought. We need more science based restoration, which includes more 
prescribed fires during wetter seasons.  
 

● Because wildfires typically burn during hotter, drier conditions than when prescribed fires burn,             
more vegetation is consumed by fire producing more emissions. Also, summer fires often occur              
during periods of atmospheric stability and thus air stagnation, trapping smoke close to the              
ground where it’s more likely to impact humans and less likely to be quickly carried away by                 
higher altitude transport winds. 
 

● Prescribed burning must be used in concert with strategic thinning to minimize fuel loads on               
public and private land. With decades of fire suppression and the creation of tree plantations, we                
need to restore our degraded forests. We need more restoration thinning, not more old growth               
logging. 
 

● Fires are a natural part of typical dry Oregon summers. We won’t be able to stop all fires, but 
prescribed fire can help our communities build a better relationship with fire.  

 
● We support the development of a community plan that explains the importance of prescribed              

burning to mitigate wildfire and wildfire smoke. This includes ample notification to the public of               
when prescribed burning is likely to occur, notification to vulnerable residents of the likelihood              
that there may be smoke from prescribed burning, and help implementing actions residents can              
take to reduce exposure. 

 
● Many forests need restoration. By thinning small trees, clearing brush, and intentionally setting             

controlled fires during wetter months when smoke won’t get trapped in valleys, we can reduce               
the threat of more severe fires in our increasingly hot, dry summers. This won't stop all wildfires,                 
but it will create safer conditions for firefighters.  
 
 

 

 



 

WHERE WE ARE TODAY:  
The last 100 years of large tree logging plus systematic fire suppression have left many forests                
unnaturally dense and has led to an ingrowth of small trees and brush in the forest understory. Over vast                   
areas, we have logged out most of the big fire resistant trees and replaced them with even-aged tree farms.                   
Climate change is now making forests drier and more susceptible to large scale fire. Restoration-based               
thinning projects that focus on dense young stands and seek to restore old-growth conditions can be                
beneficial in making forests more fire resilient and reducing smoke in the valley.   
 
THE PROBLEM FOR OUR COMMUNITIES: 
The health concerns and economic losses relating to persistent summer smoke in the Rogue Valley cannot                
be overstated. These real and tangible impacts are exacerbated by climate change and have impacted               
tourism economy and the health of community members. Now more than ever, community efforts to have                
constructive dialog with elected officials and land managers about the necessary steps to reduce the               
negative impacts of smoke on our communities.  
 
SOLUTION BASED LAND MANAGEMENT: 
We need to fund real restoration work in our forests. In Oregon and Washington alone, there are over 2                   
million acres of forestland that have already received approval for restoration, but have yet to be carried                 
out due to inadequate funding. When politicians push for more logging and no funding, they are destined                 
to make fires worse by taking fire resistant old growth trees and replacing them with more flammable                 
second growth forests.  
 
We must advocate for projects that: 

● Utilize prescribe fire to allow for fuel reductions in the forest understory. 
● Focusing fuels reduction and thinning projects near homes and communities. 
● Protecting big fire resilient trees from logging.  
● Create or maintain fuel breaks along roads and key ridges important for fire management. 
● Refrain from post fire logging and allow forests to naturally heal after wildfire. 
● Avoid replanting dense single-species tree farms that may increase fire hazard. 
● Retain undisturbed backcountry wildlands. 
● Reduce the legacy sediment impacts of logging road networks. 

 
THE PROBLEM OF INDUSTRIAL LOGGING APPROACHES:  
Science repeatedly shows that monoculture tree plantations experience higher fire severity than old             
growth forests. For example. the Horse Prairie fire on private industrial land burned at high severity,                
jumping from tree plantation to plantation. These are areas that were clearcut, sprayed with herbicides,               
and replanted as a timber crop. Decades of fire suppression, continuous salvage logging in the               
backcountry, and associated road construction are exacerbating the effect wildfires have on our public              
lands. Instead, we can work to manage for more fire resilient forests and community protection through                
forest restoration.  
 

 

 


