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She sang.

She couldn’t help it. News as astounding as that could only be expressed through music. Mary sang
to her cousin Elizabeth as they compared notes (pun intended) about
being with child,
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior . . . for
God has looked with favor on the
lowliness of his servant . . . God
has lifted up the lowly and filled
the hungry with good things”
(Luke 1:46-48, 52-53).

group Christmas caroling every year.
One of our favorite stops was always
the nursing home. I remember one
year’s nursing home visit very well.
Before we began, the activity director
explained that most of the residents in
this wing suffered from dementia and
no longer knew much of what went
on around them. Most of them didn’t
have much mobility, and just sat all
day in wheelchairs staring into space.
The director didn’t want the kids to
be disappointed when the residents

He sang. He couldn’t help it.
News as astounding as that could
only be expressed through music.
Zechariah sang to his newborn son,
the infant John the Baptist, baby
cousin of Jesus,
“You, child, will be called the
prophet of the Most High, for you
will go before the Lord to prepare
his ways" (Luke 1:76).
They sang. They couldn’t help it.
News as astounding as that could only
be expressed through music. The
angels sang of the birth of the Messiah to the shepherds abiding in the
fields, keeping watch over their flocks
by night,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!" (Luke 2:14).
The teenagers sang. Even the ones
who didn’t want to. They weren’t an
official choir; they never practiced
(sorry, Sue). They just sang. When
they forgot the words, they made
some up. As a volunteer youth advisor in my home church I took our

didn’t seem to appreciate the singing.
“Some of them can hear you,” she
said, “but they don’t really respond to
anything. Just go ahead and sing.”
The kids and I trooped in, got ourselves organized (singers in front,
monotones in back) and began to
sing. We had sung two familiar carols
to blank faces when a change came
over the room. A few residents sat up
straighter in their chairs and looked
intently at the singers. Several others
became a bit restless, and then a miracle happened.
They sang. Not every one of them,
not very loud, not quite on pitch, but
they sang. As I watched their faces, I
could tell they were actually singing
the right lyrics. Some of them even
remembered all the verses. They

had found the words and notes somewhere inside
themselves. I imagine many of them went back to an
earlier time when Christmas carols were sung in their
younger days – at church, in programs, at parties.
Perhaps some pictured singing with beloved family
and friends of their youth. Maybe some remembered singing on risers in the high school gym or in
a bus full of carolers? Our twelve-to-sixteen-yearolds plus our new friends eighty, ninety, and beyondyear-olds – what a choir we made! We kept singing
until we tried “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” We
kept want-

ing the six geese to be drumming and
the twelve drummers to be swimming
and the four calling birds to be dancing. But it didn’t matter. We connected to each other, and to
Jesus, and for a while
those residents were as
present and vital as they
had ever been. They
sang.

Where do
you see
God most
clearly in
the Advent/
Christmas
season?

"I believe that for me God
comes to me most clearly
in the Christmas season
through the singing of
the Christmas carols.
Working at Grace Food
Pantry, I feel that I am
doing at least a little to
help the people around
Springfield who are in
need and are so thankful
for the gift of food that
they receive through this
wonderful ministry."

Jane Miller

Music can do this. Not just at Christmas, but
throughout the year, we share music to celebrate, to
praise, to comfort – and even to lament. Music has
a way of reaching deep inside of us and touching
our spirits, and music abounds at St. John’s during
the Advent and Christmas seasons. From our choral ministries, to the bells, to the gifts of those who
provide musical accompaniment to our worship
services, to the instrumental music shared with us, to
the special music and concerts offered throughout
the year, to singing in worship in the sanctuary and
the PLC, music touches us, growing us in
relationship. The words we sing in hymns,
songs, and liturgy give us pathways to relationship with Jesus. Sharing music in any
way often pulls us together and grows us
in relationship to others. This connection
we experience through music seems to
deepen as we get closer to the celebration
of Christmas.
Let us sing together this Advent. Let us
use whatever voices and instruments we
have to make music with Zechariah and
Elizabeth and Mary as we await the joyous
celebration of the birth of the Messiah. Let us sing
together this Christmas. Let us join the musical refrain of the angels, “For unto us a Child is born, a Son
is given, and his name shall be called Wonderful!”

With joy,

“I see God most clearly
during Advent in the
extra joy and kindness
people show to family
and friends and even
strangers. Also, in the
beauty of the decorated and crowded church
on Christmas Eve.”

Leslie Gumm

“When we all sing Silent
Night by candlelight, and
I’m surrounded by my
family and church family,
God’s peace feels tangible.”

Kristen Schmid
Schurter
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Becoming

Advent waits and watches for God’s becoming flesh
in the
birth of the Christ-child at Bethlehem. Christmas celebrates
God’s becoming flesh in our hearts and in our world. Join us
each week in worship as we yearn for God’s becoming real in us.
December 2/3 – 1st Weekend of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-37 – Becoming Shaped
5:00 p.m. Saturday; 8:00 a.m. Sunday; 10:30 a.m. Sunday
(Traditional); 10:30 a.m. Sunday (Contemporary)

December 23/24 – 4th Weekend of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:26-38 – Becoming a Dwelling Place
5:00 p.m. Saturday; 8:00 a.m. Sunday (No 10:30 a.m. services
will be held this weekend.)

December 9/10 – 2nd Weekend of Advent
Christmas Cantata by St. John’s Chancel Choir and Orchestra
– Candles and Carols
5:00 p.m. Saturday; 8:00 a.m. Sunday; 10:30 a.m. Sunday
(Cantata at All Services)

December 30/31 – 1st Weekend of Christmas
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40 – Becoming Light
5:00 p.m. Saturday; 8:00 a.m. Sunday; 10:30 a.m. Sunday
(Traditional); 10:30 a.m. Sunday (Contemporary)

December 16/17 – 3rd Weekend of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28 – Becoming Witnesses
5:00 p.m. Saturday; 8:00 a.m. Sunday; 10:30 a.m. Sunday
(Sunday School Christmas Program)

C HRI STMAS
AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH

Come and join us in our annual celebration of
the nativity on both Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day as the Christ-child becomes real in our hearts.

Contemporary Christmas - 7:30 p.m. - Parish Life Center
A contemporary Christmas Eve worship featuring our St.
John’s Praise Team. Includes Holy Communion and the Service of Candle Lighting.

Christmas Eve
Playful Praise - 3:00 p.m. - Parish Life Center
An interactive service designed especially for preschool-aged children and their families. Includes Holy
Communion.

Traditional Christmas - 11:00 p.m. - Sanctuary
A traditional Christmas Eve worship featuring our St. John’s
Chancel Choir and Bells of Glory. Includes Holy Communion
and the Service of Candle Lighting.

Christmas for All Generations - 4:30 p.m. - Sanctuary
A traditional Christmas Eve worship featuring the children of
St. John’s sharing their musical gifts. Includes Holy Communion and the Service of Candle Lighting.

Christmas Day
Festival Christmas -10:00 a.m. - Sanctuary
A meaningful Christmas Day worship centered around the
proclamation of God’s Word and the celebration of Holy 		
Communion.

Advent Soup and Song
Wednesdays - 12 p.m. - PLC

What’s better on a chilly Wednesday noon during Advent than a delicious bowl of soup with a salad or sandwich
and a luscious dessert? Well, music of course! And that’s what we are presenting to the community again this year.

12/6 - Ken Bradbury - Songs and Storytelling
12/13 - Springfield High School Jazz Band, directed by Kelly Goldberg
12/20 - Glenwood High School Concert Choir and Vocal Jazz Group Fusion, directed by Jeff Gemar
Lunch will be served at 12 noon, with entertainment from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. All are invited. Invite your
friends, neighbors, and co-workers and come to the PLC! Don’t miss this opportunity to hear great music
and enjoy delicious soup and fellowship!
Where do you see God most clearly in the Advent/Christmas season?
When I see the sacrifices disciples make by so generously
giving of their time and talents
to lessen the burden of other St.
John's disciples and those within our community. We are all
so busy during this season, yet
many still find time to unselfishly
give of themselves.

Sue Hamilton

I see God most clearly on Christmas Eve as we
are singing Silent Night and passing the light
from candle to candle. It is a reminder that even
though we live in a world that can seem dark
most times, when God entered into the world
through Jesus Christ, the light of Christ shines
brightly through the darkness, the darkness will
never be able to hide it, and that we, as God’s
people, are called to spread that light by telling
people of the birth of our Messiah.

Pastor Adam Connolly

by Mark Hayes and Pamela Martin
December 9, 5:00 p.m.
December 10, 8:00 a.m.
December 10, 10:30 a.m.

Join St. John’s Lutheran Church Chancel Choir and Orchestra as we present this candlelight Advent journey, celebrating the traditional themes of hope, peace, joy, and love. The cantata culminates in the birth of Christ.
Musical selections included in this cantata include O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus;
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing; How Great Our Joy; Love Came Down at Christmas; and Silent Night.
The narration relates to the wisdom of ancient scripture as well as to our 21st-century lives. These beautiful pieces
have a new, contemporary verse for each carol which adds relevance to their meaning in today’s world.
Childcare will be provided.
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CHILD REN
Follow the Star

Sunday, December 17 - 10:30 a.m. Worship in
the PLC. Reception after.
This year, children Preschool through 6th grade will
perform “Follow the Star,” a lighthearted approach to the
Christmas story featuring several well-known Christmas
hymns. We are looking for helpers during our Saturday
rehearsals on December 9 and December 16, and if
you would like to help, please contact Alicia Huntley or
Sam Neahring. A special thank you to Alicia Huntley, Sue
Hamilton, and Craig Williams III for helping us plan for
and direct this year’s Christmas Program!

Rehearsals in December

Wednesdays, December 6 and 13, 6:15 p.m.
Sunday, December 3, 9:00 a.m. before Sunday School
Saturday, December 9, 9:00-11:00 a.m. (speaking parts only)
Saturday, December 16, 9:00-11:00 a.m. (dress rehearsal for all)
Sunday, December 17, 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the PLC (dress rehearsal for all)

3rd Grade Bible Class

Our 3rd graders are finishing their Bible Class this month! They have studied the Old and New Testaments together this fall with the guidance of
their fabulous teacher Jennifer Read. Please keep these young disciples in
your prayers as they continue to learn God’s Word and to spread the love
of Jesus Christ everywhere they go.
Jacob Bellows - Livi Rhoades - San’ya Frazier - Eli Schurter
Dexter Groth - James Hicks - Kaylee Kalabus - Jakeena Poudzunas
Joyce Nacteta - Millie Thielen - Addie Thielen

St. John’s Lutheran Preschool Christmas Program

As a special gift to their parents, the preschool children will present the
nativity story through songs and a costumed performance. Programs will
take place in the sanctuary on Dec. 11 at 1:00 and 6:00 p.m. and on Dec.
12 at 6:00 p.m. Volunteers are needed to help get children ready for the
evening performances. Please sign up outside Sam Neahring’s office, or
contact Barb Pirmann or Melissa Roselle if you’d like to volunteer.
"I see God most clearly in those
who wrap themselves around the
kiddos at school who really struggle this time of year. Letting them
know that they are important and
that we care."
- Kara Davis

"I see God most clearly during the
Christmas season in my kids and
my preschool students. The excitement and curiosity in their eyes is
my favorite thing about this time of
year. It's just pure joy and hope."
- Sarah Hembrook

"During the Christmas season, I
see God in the generosity of our
church and preschool families as
they support our mission collections and contribute to our financial aid fund. It is wonderful to see
parents teaching children how to
be the hands and feet of Jesus."
- Melissa Roselle
"During the Advent season I see
God in the faces of the preschool
children as they reenact the story
of Jesus' birth. They are so full of
wonder and excitement."
- Terri Harms
"I see God in the excitement that
children feel toward Christmas
and Jesus' birth. They identify
with Jesus as a child, and they
believe that he is important and
that his story is very special. The
Christmas story is easy for kids to
share, and they are very excited to
share it with anyone."
- Sam Neahring

YO U T H

St. John’s Youtherans take on Christmas!
Join us Sunday, December 10 from 6-8 p.m.
All Youth 6th-12th Grades
Cookies, songs, fun games, Coffee Bar,
Bonus points if you wear an ugly Christmas sweater!
Wednesday High School Bible Study
6:30-7:30 p.m.
December 6: Song of Zechariah (Luke 1:67-79)
December 13: Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55)
Sunday Mornings
9:15-10:15 a.m. in the Youth Room
We’ll look at different cultural ways in which
Christmas is celebrated.
"Advent reminds me of getting ready for
Christ's birth. Even though it was a very
quiet event, it ended up changing the world.
Lighting candles and reading from Scripture
as well as prayers; these outward actions
can prepare our hearts for Jesus' birth. We
experience anticipation of our Savior and His
importance to our world. What joy!"
- Patti Kelley

“I experience God most clearly during
the Christmas season when we gather
together on Christmas Day morning for
worship. Though a much smaller crowd
than on Christmas Eve, God’s peace and
presence are palpable as we hear God’s
Word and kneel at God’s Table to
receive the gift of Holy Communion.”
- Pastor Greg Busboom
"In all honesty, I don’t see God too clearly during Advent and Christmas. If I try
to see Him, I don’t. If I do see Him, it’s
in the unexpected! Like the shepherds, I
would not expect to see angels and the
heavenly hosts. But wow, what an
experience it is!"
- Karen Robinson
"He seems to bring out the 'best' in
people…from a simple smile to going
the extra mile with gifts or some type
of assistance for those who need it the
most. I also love the anticipation as
we await the birth and the services on
Christmas Eve."
- Cindy Koonce

SMALL G ROUPS

There are currently 9 faith study small
groups, 4 parenting small groups, 4
recreational small groups, and 2 service small groups at St. John’s!

Many groups are inviting new disciples
to join them. Please find a Ministry
Teams and Small Groups pamphlet at
the church or check out the St. John’s
website to find out what you can get
involved in! If you don’t see the perfect
fit for you, let’s discuss starting a new
group! Contact Alicia Huntley, Director
or Small Group Ministries at ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org with any questions.
"Beyond Bread" is a new small group
ministry that will meet monthly, beginning in January, to prepare meals to be
delivered to people identified by our
pastors. Included with each meal will
be a short devotion and signature loaf
of bread! If interested in assisting with
these meals, please contact Sue Hamilton, shamilton@stjohns-springfield.org,
or Ruthie Steen, rsgsteen@gmail.com.
A New Book Club is being formed at St.

John’s! This group will study books, both
faith-based and secular, and will meet
monthly on Friday evenings. If you are
interesting in joining this group, contact
Traci Michaud at traci.michaud02@gmail.
com.
“God Girls” is looking to add to their
small group! Join these ladies on
Wednesday evenings during the Sprout!
hour in Room E to connect with other
women and grow closer to God through
book study. Contact Sundae Johnson at
sundaejohnson@hotmail.com for more
info.
If you are a parent of a teenager or soonto-be teenager, mark your calendar for
four Wednesday evenings in January.
We will be doing a 4-part study entitled
Parenting Your Teenager by Les and
Leslie Parrott. No prep required! Just
show up to the AMR at 6:30 p.m. and
spend the hour connecting with other
parents who are walking the same path.
Please RSVP to Alicia Huntley, ahuntley@
stjohns-springfield.org.
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A Talent Offered,
a Gift Received.
It started with an accordion and a trombone. The
gift of music was born long ago in two St. John’s
disciples. And, unknown to either of them at the
time, music would draw Lyn Sisson and Pam LaBelle (and her husband, Ted) together years later.
Lyn started taking accordion
lessons at age six, “and I hated every minute of it!” she
declares. “After nine years of
accordion lessons, I asked my
parents – please, please, please
will you buy me a piano? And
they did!” She continued
music lessons on the piano and
began playing for worship in
the church in which she grew
up.
Ted’s shares his wife’s story,
“Pam played the trombone in
high school. Our daughters
kept pictures of their trombone-playing mom on their
dressers.” Old pictures are
especially precious now to the
LaBelle family as Pam has Alzheimer’s. Ted remembers how
music brought the two women
together. “It started when I
noticed that Pam would sit
close to the piano whenever
someone played at our home.
The music held her attention
and relaxed her. I called Kristen Schmid-Schurter, then
Small Groups coordinator, to
ask if there was a disciple at
church who would occasionally
come and play piano for Pam.
I wouldn’t have known who to
ask, but Kristen did.”
That was Lyn’s cue. “My husband, Bob, and I had joined
St. John’s and I hadn’t found a
way to use my music. When

Kristen called asking if I would
go to Pam’s house and play the
piano for her, well, that was
Jesus calling,” Lyn explains.
And so Lyn and Ted arranged a
weekly time for Lyn to play for
Pam. “It’s actually gone beyond
the music,” Ted says. “Now
Lyn comes and chats with Pam
too. She just lights up. She is
relaxed and happy.”
The piano music gives them a
wonderful connection. “If you
can reach a person with Alzheimer’s for just one minute,”
Lyn says, “it’s worth everything. They are often not in the
present, and music brings them
back. It’s like a little miracle.”
Lyn describes a special musical moment they had. “Pam’s
brother, Ron, was there and
I played Pam’s favorite song,
‘Edelweiss. Ron and Pam were
walking around the room, and
all three of us were singing.
Pam remembered every word.
I’m a terrible singer, and so is
Ron, and so is Pam. But we
all sang. We were all off-key
and yet it was beautiful! What
more could you ask for?”
There were surprises along the
way, of course. “I didn’t think I
would be so drawn into it and
how fulfilling it would be,” Lyn
remembers. “I’ve learned so
much from my time with Pam

Above : Lyn Sisson gets ready
for a music session with Pam.

Right : Pam LaBelle at the recent
wedding of her and Ted's daughter
Below : Pam LaBelle playing a mean
trombone in her high school band.

and her family. I’ve learned how decent
and caring people can be. I’ve learned
how God works – he gives people tasks
and they think they can’t do it, but then
they do. They rise to it.”
Pam, Ted, and Lyn each have a part in
this beautiful relationship brought about
by Jesus, with a little help from Kristen
and her “spiritual gifts inventory.” Who
knew when that little six-year-old girl
dragged that accordion around that Jesus
was even then equipping her for a lovely,
caring music ministry? Who knew the
day would come when Pam’s memory

would begin to slip back and forth like
the slide on her trombone? Who knew
that even as her Alzheimer’s worsened, Pam could still offer a gift to Lyn?
Thanks to Pam, Lyn leaves the LaBelle
house each week “thankful and fulfilled.”
Lyn will soon be bringing the Christmas
music books to Pam’s house for their
weekly visits. “I would do this all day!”
she says and explains that she would really like to play for any others who would
enjoy a musical visit once in awhile. If
this is you – or someone you know –
Pastor Pam or Kristen can put you in
touch with Lyn.

I see God in the anticipation of the birth
of the Christ Child--in the Christmas carols and
their Biblical lessons, the banners, trees, Chrismons, ribbons, and greenery that proclaim
the coming of the Christ child, the cantatas
and children's programs that sing of the joyful
good news, the carefully chosen and wrapped
gifts for those we love, as well as those in need,
and the love friends and family express for one
another as they rejoice in the love of Christ.

-Cindy Sedam
As an ICU nurse for over fifteen years,
I have spent many days and nights in the
intensive care unit at the hospital during
Advent, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day.
When asked where I see God the most clearly during the Advent/Christmas season, the
words 'presents/presence' come to mind.
That answer seems a bit cliche, but let me
explain. Of course “presents' evoke the
thought of the gifts I will receive, but most
importantly the gift of receiving God’s presence in my life. To me, presence is what it’s all
about. You see, in the hospital on Christmas
Eve and Christmas morning, it is often difficult to bring joy to most of the patients and
their loved ones. There is fear of the unknown
and what is to come. It must be like what
Mary and Joseph felt like the night Jesus
was born. But to me, it’s really quite clear to
see God in these times. It is in the presence
of others. Sometimes just being present lets
someone know you care. Whether it’s being
in the presence of that family member you
wouldn’t otherwise socialize with, being with
friends, being with someone who is unable to
be with their family, or a silent prayer for one
of my patients. We all have the ability to give
a 'present' to God by just being around each
other during this time. So when people say, 'I
feel so bad for you to have to work during the
holidays', I smile and politely say 'Somebody
needs to be there'. You see, I know that it’s as
simple as being in our caring presence with
others, no matter if family, friend, or stranger,
that I can joyfully give to God. It is as simple
as it is clear.

-Heather Reiss
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United Cerebral
Palsy Christmas
Gifts
Each year our congregation has been blessed
with the opportunity to provide Christmas gifts
for the clients of the United Cerebral Palsy. You
are invited to get your individual’s name early
so that you can purchase a gift(s) for that client
according to their Christmas list attached.

"During this season, God comes to
each of us most clearly in one of two
ways.
First of all, the people we meet and
interact with each day all seem to
be much happier and more willing
to share their smiles and seasons
greetings. Many, taking a pass on
political correctness, even say Merry
Christmas! That so many people can
be moved out of their set routines
and self-centered ways must surely
be the work of God.
I also see the work of God in the
eyes of every child that I see. The
excitement. The wonder. The anticipation. The innocent, complete
acceptance of all that is happening.
Picking out the tree. Decorating
the tree and the house. Adding the
lights. The displaying and sharing of
well-told, well-remembered, cherished stories of family Christmas
treasures as they emerge from storage keep the little ones anticipation
levels at their maximum. In my experience, all of this energy is not diminished when the child learns and understands that the whole experience
is all about the birth of Jesus. Does
God get any more real than that?"
- Jeff Pirmann

New This Year: You have the opportunity to give
your gift in person Saturday, December 16 from
3-4 p.m. in the PLC as we gather for a Christmas
Party with the clients of UCP filled with Cookies,
Cocoa, and Carols.
If you are unable to attend the gathering and
would still like to purchase a gift, please return
the gifts to church by Wednesday, December 13.
Thank you for your generous sharing with those
in need in our community. Your gift will make
their Christmas a joyous time. If you have any
questions, please contact Janet Moulton at
217.971.9535.

"During the Advent/Christmas season I treasure God’s gift of a tiny
baby; a baby who will grow to walk
the road to the cross and the Easter
resurrection. Like the Trinity, three
gifts in one."
- Rosemary Carlson
"During the Advent/Christmas season I see God in the generosity that
people show in their giving to those
in need."
- Rhonda Neubauer
"I see God during the Advent/Christmas season every time I see the
people who ring the bells for the salvation army. I also see God whenever
I see the full toys for tots boxes and
I see God with all the food bags that
St John’s donated to the Grace Food
Pantry. God is everywhere!!!"
- Carol Lange
"I see God in the peace of Advent
and Christmas. In the same way that
the Christ Child slept in a dirty manger in an untidy stable, the presence
of Jesus now brings peace into the
midst of a world that so often
remains messy."
- Pastor Pam
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Let There Be
Peace
Sunday, December 17
3:00 p.m.
Peace Lutheran Church
(2800 W Jefferson St, Springfield)
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In a world filled with conflict and anxiety, Advent
gives us an opportunity to pray for healing and
peace. This year, the four ELCA congregations
of the Springfield Cluster are offering an Advent
Service of Healing and Peace as we join together to pray for healing peace in our lives, in our
communities, in our nation, and in our world.
Sponsored by the congregations of Faith Lutheran (Jacksonville), Grace Lutheran (Springfield),
Peace Lutheran (Springfield), and St. John’s Lutheran (Springfield).

Nativity
Scene Festival
12/9, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
12/10, 9:15 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
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Come and view the wide array of nativity
scenes from all over the world,
shared by members of our community. A
drawing will be held for all those who attend to win a gorgeous nativity scene!
If you are interested in displaying your
nativity scene, an entry form is available
at the Church office. Fill out the required
information and return it to the Altar Guild
mailbox. If you have displayed your scene

We Did It!
Thank you to everyone sharing bags of groceries with the
Grace Food Pantry! We surpassed our goal of 500 bags
in celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and collected over 520 bags! While the pastors
might have complained about having to color their
hair, without your overwhelming support of the Grace
Food Pantry, none of this would have happened. Their
colored hair represents the many people who enjoyed
a Thanksgiving meal because of your generosity.
Thank you for sharing your gifts with those less fortunate in our community.
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Building Renovation and
Addition Update
At the Annual Meeting of St. John’s
on November 19, the congregation
voted to proceed with a $1.3 million

Lutheran-Catholic
Service of
Commemoration
Over 350 Lutherans and Roman
Catholics from around Springfield
gathered on the evening of Sunday, November 19 at St. Agnes
Catholic Church for a Joint Service commemorating the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation
begun by Martin Luther in 1517.
Bishop Thomas Paprocki of the
Springfield Diocese of the Roman
Catholic Church and Bishop John
Roth of the Central/Southern
Illinois Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
co-presided at the service. Both
Bishop Paprocki and Bishop Roth
preached, each highlighting the
growth in theological understanding and relationship that
has developed between our two
church bodies, particularly over

building renovation and addition
project. The scope of the project
includes a complete renovation of
the existing narthex and office space
by the sanctuary in order to create
a more welcoming space for hospitality and the construction of 7 new
offices and a multipurpose room
to accommodate our growing staff.

Graham and Hyde Architects are
now in the process of developing
construction drawings for the project. Construction will likely begin in
late spring/early summer of 2018.
Together, we are growing in our
mission to be and make disciples of
Christ, in response to God’s grace!

the past 50 years. While there are
still significant differences, both
Roman Catholics and Lutherans
now agree that we are justified by
God’s grace in Christ Jesus, the
theological proposition that stood
at the heart of Luther’s reforming
work. Pastor Pam Mitcham, Pastor
of Community Care at St. John’s,
served as a reader in the service.
St. John’s disciple Alex Remolina served as the Crucifer for
the service and helped lead the
Prayers of Intercession. St. John’s
disciples Jamie and Mindy Daley
and their son, Frankie, shared in
the Procession of Light during the
service as Lutheran and Catholic
families lit candles representing
our shared yearning for increased
unity. Pastor Greg Busboom, Lead
Pastor at St. John’s, serves on the
Project 501+ Commission which
planned the Commemorative
Service. Following the service, a
delicious meal was provided by
Staab Funeral Homes. One of the
more powerful moments in the

service came when Lutherans
and Catholics joined their voices
together in singing the words of
the familiar hymn –

Finding God
in our Gifts
We expect to feel God’s presence in worship and
when we pray, but what about the rest of the time? What
about when we’re working, caring for family and friends,
or helping with church and community needs? The wonderful thing about spiritual gifts, special God-given abilities like hospitality, discernment and generosity that help

“The Church’s one foundation is 		
Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is his new creation by water 		
and the Word.
From heav’n he came and sought
her to be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought 		
her, and for her life he died”
(LBW #369).

us share God’s love in all aspects of our lives, is that when
we put them to use, we see God -- and other people see
God through us.
For many of us December is a time of religious celebration, followed by plans to prioritize our faith in the coming
year. As we seek to make God a bigger part of our lives by
reflecting on our ministry we may discover God is already
present and at work.
Take a few moments to reflect on how you’ve served, and
to anticipate how you’d like to serve in the future.
Ministry reflection, courtesy of Group Publishing:
Where did I see God at work in my ministry experience?
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Who did I serve in a Christ-like manner in this ministry
experience?

Various student
support programs.

Scholarships for youth attending

Supporting our 16 youth and
4 adults participating in the
2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston.
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$ 2,000

St. John’s
Lutheran Church
(Property Team)

Bathroom repairs.

$ 2,559 St. John’s
Lutheran Church
$1,0 (Tucker Good)
00

Illinois State Dental
Society Foundation

Second phase of sanctuary
lighting improvements.

Hardware and equipment for system to begin
live-streaming worship
services to shut-ins.

in the church and in our
community. The
Endowment Fund was
able to award $11,309
in grants spread across
three areas: Capital ImIn early November, the St. provements to St. John’s,
John’s Endowment Fund Community Outreach,
and ELCA Mission and
Committee received
Ministry. Congratulations
approximately $30,000
to all of this year’s grant
in grant requests from
recipients!
various agencies, institutions, and ministries

St. John’s
Lutheran Church
(Leadership Lab)

$ 1,500

Leadership Lab from St. John’s.

What did I learn about myself through this experience
(strengths, gifts, passion, etc.)?
What was my greatest satisfaction in this ministry?
What was my greatest disappointment in this ministry?
Now what? What do I do now with what I’ve learned?
There is still time to be part of God’s work at St. John’s and
in the community by turning in your Time, Talents, and
Touch form. Contact Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries
Kristen Schmid Schurter at 793.3933 x217 or ksschurter@
stjohns-springfield.org for more information. Additional
forms are available on the church website.
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Faith in Nature
Visit New Life Lutheran Church in
Dripping Springs, Texas, on a Sunday
and you’ll be greeted by friendly faces
as well as three giant, century-old oak
trees that frame their worship space—
the great outdoors.
Although some might describe New
Life’s venue as nontraditional, its pastor,
Carmen Retzlaff, says that this outdoor
worshiping community is actually a
return to ancient times when everyone
worshiped outside. The central Texas
climate makes outdoor worship possible nearly year-round, but New Life
also has a large event tent and outdoor
heaters to use when it’s cold or raining.
How did the new congregation land
on worshiping outside? In 2010, the
ELCA Mission Fund (a fund in which
St. John’s is heavily invested and in
which our existing mortgage is held)
purchased 12 acres of land and was
holding it for New Life until members
had enough money to erect a building
on the site. After a few years of using
a rental property, the congregation

decided that it had fallen in love with
the land and didn’t need to wait to have
a building, Retzlaff said. Three years
ago, they committed to using the great
outdoors as their church.
Without having to worry about constructing and maintaining a building,
the congregation has more energy to
focus on outreach, including its regular
community-service Sundays, which
have found the congregation’s members
cleaning up a portion of a highway and
pausing for communion at the site to
make their work part of the liturgy.
They also reach out to their neighbors by serving coffee and fruit to day
laborers weekly, hosting Bible studies
in dance halls and coffee shops, and
donating vegetables from their community garden to a food pantry.

A portion of your generous giving to
St. John’s is used by the ELCA, together
with our congregation’s participation
in the ELCA Mission Investment Fund,
to support the ministry of new and
renewing congregations across our
church like New Life Lutheran Church
in Dripping Springs. (Copyright 2017
ELCA – ELCA.org – Living Lutheran.
org)

Member Jenni Peterson and her husband joined New Life after attending
Lutheran congregations for years.
“What we found at New Life was the
same grace in another setting,” she said.
“We all work together to care for our
beautiful piece of land, and through
monthly service projects, care for our
community.”

Financial Snapshot

“The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced” (Psalm 126:3).
General Operating Fund
		October 2017		 Year-to-Date 2017
Income:
$ 82,308.38			
$ 812,742.92
Expenses: $ 97,309.45			$ 807,979.28
$ (15,001.07)		
$
4,763.64
Be BOLD Capital Campaign
Amount Pledged through May 31, 2020		
Amount Received as of October 31, 2017		
					
Remaining Balance on Mortgage			
as of 10.31.2017

$ 1,511,777
$ 762,716
$ 1,147,591

Advent 1
3

18

Christmas Day
25

Advent 4/Christmas Eve
24

8:00am Worship/Communion – Sanctuary
9:15am Fellowship
10:30am Worship/Communion – Sanctuary
10:30pm Contemporary Worship - PLC

Christmas 1
31

8:00am Worship/Communion – Sanctuary
3:00pm Christmas Eve Worship - PLC
4:30pm Christmas Eve Worship Sanctuary
7:30pm Christmas Eve Worship - PLC
11:00pm Christmas Eve Worship Sanctuary

8:00am Worship/Communion – Sanctuary
9:15am Fellowship
9:15am Sunday School/Adult Forum
9:30am Children’s Christmas Program
Rehearsal
10:30am Worship/Christmas Program PLC
11:45am Ignite!

10:00am Christmas Day
Worship - Sanctuary

5:00pm Flower Delivery
Ministry Team
5:30pm Finance Committee
7:00pm Leadership Board
Meeting

Advent 3
17

LWR Coffee Sales
8:00am Nativity Display Festival
8:00am Christmas Cantata
9:15am Fellowship
9:15am Sunday School/Adult Forum
9:15am Cantata Rehearsal
9:15am Mom’s Small Group
9:30am Children’s Christmas Program
Rehearsal
10:30am Christmas Cantata
1:00pm Lutherans at Play
5:30pm Parenting the Early Years Social
Event
6:00pm Encounter

11

4

10:30am Stephen Minister
Peer Support
12:00pm Preschool
Board/Staff Lunch
5:00pm Stephen Ministry
Peer Support
5:30pm Transportation
Ministry Team
6:00pm Preschool Christmas
Program

7:00pm Leadership Board

Mon

Advent 2
10

8:00am Worship/Communion – Sanctuary
8:00am Fair Trade Fair
9:15am Fellowship
9:15am Sunday School/Adult Forum
9:15am Cantata Rehearsal
9:30am Children’s Christmas Program
Rehearsal
10:30am Worship/Communion – Sanctuary
10:30pm Contemporary Worship - PLC
12:00pm Cantata Orchestra Rehearsal

Sun

Church Office Closed

26

19

9:00am Staff Meeting
9:00am Men’s and Women’s Bible
Studies
1:00pm Adult Ministries Team Meeting
4:30pm St. John’s After School Center
6:00pm Dinner Night Out

12

9:00am Staff Meeting
9:00am Men’s and Women’s Bible
Studies
10:30am Funeral Meal Meeting
1:00pm Preschool Christmas Program
4:30pm St. John’s After School Center
6:00pm Group LOYAL
6:00pm Preschool Christmas Program

5

9:00am Staff Meeting
9:00am Men’s and Women’s Bible
Studies
4:30pm St. John’s After School Center
6:30pm Young Adults Christmas Party
7:00pm Caregivers Conversation

Tue

6:30pm Worship Band Practice

12:00pm Advent Soup and Song
1:00pm Friends in Christ at Concordia
6:00pm Confirmation Pizza Party
6:30pm Confirmation Class
6:30pm Worship Band Practice

12:00pm Advent Soup and Song
1:00pm Women’s Bible Study
5:30pm Sprout! Meal
6:15pm Children’s Christmas Program
Rehearsal
6:30pm Sprout! Classes
6:30pm Worship Band Practice

8:15am Pastries with the Pastors
10:30am Caregivers Conversation
12:00pm Pastries with the Pastors
12:00pm Advent Soup and Song
1:00pm Friends in Christ at Concordia
5:30pm Sprout! Meal
6:15pm Children’s Christmas Program
Rehearsal
6:30pm Sprout! Classes
6:30pm Worship Band Practice

Wed

27

20

13

6

7

5:30pm Bell Choir
6:40pm Chancel Choir

28

21

14

1:00pm Cantata Presented at
St. John’s Hospital
5:30pm Bell Choir
6:40pm Chancel Choir

5:15pm Property Ministry
Team
5:30pm Bell Choir
6:40pm Chancel Choir

8:15am Pastries with the
Pastors
9:00am Funeral Meal Meeting
12:00pm Pastries with the
Pastors
5:30pm Bell Choir
6:40pm Cantata Rehearsal

Thu

DECEMBER
Calendar

29

22

15

8

1

1:30pm Stitch n’ Share

7:00pm The King’s
Brass

Fri

5:00pm Worship/Communion

5:00pm Worship/Communion

30

23

16

9

2

9:00am Christmas Program
Rehearsal
3:00pm UCP Cookies and Cocoa
5:00pm Worship/Communion

LWR Coffee Sales
9:00am Children’s Christmas
Program Rehearsal
4:30pm Nativity Display Festival
5:00pm Christmas Cantata

9:00am Breakfast with Santa
4:00pm Fair Trade Fair
5:00pm Worship/Communion

Sat

THE EAGLE
NEWSLETTER

Address Service Requested

2477 West Washington
Springfield, IL 62702
Phone: (217) 793.3933
Fax: (217) 793.4564
www.stjohns-springfield.org

Mission Statement

To be and make disciples of Christ, in response to God’s grace.

Vision Statement

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is called to grow in meaningful relationships with Christ, with each other, and with the community as we are gathered for worship, equipped for discipleship, and
sent to care.

Home
Repair

Do you have a home repair
or yard work need that you
could use some assistance
with? The Home Repair
ChristCare small group is
ready and available to help
you at no cost. No job is too
small. Please feel free to call
Chris Groth at 341.8011, to
schedule a date.

Need a ride to
worship?

Call the church office at
217-793-3933
Our new van is
wheelchair accessible!

Lead Pastor
Pastor of Community Care
Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship
Church Administrator
Interim Financial Manager
Director of Media and Communications
Administrative Assistant
for Office and Communications
Director of Children and Family Ministry
Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries

Pastor Greg Busboom
Pastor Pam Mitcham
Pastor Adam Connolly
Rhonda Neubauer
David Richter
Tucker Good
Amanda Lawler
Sam Neahring
Kristen Schmid Schurter

Director of Small Group Ministries

Alicia Huntley

Director of Music Ministries

Sue Hamilton

Organist/Bell Choir Director

Carlo van Ulft

Director of Contemporary Worship
Chancel Choir Accompanist

Christie Lazarides Purdy
Linda Fairchild

Youth & Young Adult Worship Leader

Andy Lazarides

Contemporary Worship Keyboardist

Valerie Hunter

Custodians
Nursery Attendants

Dwayne Varner, Brian Yokem
Lori Spear, Nicole Sivak,
Caitlin Zoschke, Hailey Storm

