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If you haven’t noticed, we’ve been 
having a lot of fun trying some new 
things lately. You may have seen 
our recently adopted logo on the 
cover, in the bottom right corner 
of each page, and on that mug 
over there. We really like it. To us 
it symbolizes growth, new life, and 
being centered in Christ. 

This logo has spurred us to get 
more creative with the way we 
communicate with our disciples, 
and with the rest of the Springfield 
community. As a result, we have 

Pastor Greg Busboom discusses our theme for the coming months 
and what it means to “Become New in Community.” 
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This is going to be a longer issue than 
ever before, so grab some coffee (or tea 

if that’s your thing) and let’s get going!

completely redone our website, making 
it the primary source of information for 
disciples, as well as potential visitors. It 
includes livestreams of our services, the 
most recent event information available, 
and all the fun documents and forms 
you crave so much. 

We now also carefully handcraft 
weekly emails with all the necessary 
information about the week’s events. 
These serve as a gentle reminder about 
that meeting or rehearsal you almost 
forgot about. 

We’ve redesigned the weekly printed 

publication called The Messenger in 
a creative and engaging way to be as 
much enjoyable as it is informative. 

The Eagle magazine that you are 
currently holding in your hand is our 
newest project as we rebrand with the 
same mission in mind: To be and make 
disciples of Christ in response to God’s 
grace. 

This will now arrive in your mailbox 
quarterly, rather than monthly. It will 
allow us to publish events sooner, and 
provide a more enjoyable publication. 
Our plan is to move The Eagle from 

our own kitchen tables to the hands of 
someone who has never heard of St. 
John’s. So grab an extra copy and take it 
to your office, set it on a random coffee 
table, or pass it along to a friend. The 
choice is yours. 

This issue is organized by our five areas 
of ministry, which you will find in the 
top of the opposite page. Everything 
happening in the church falls under one 
of those ministries. Skip to the ministries 
you care most about, or read it straight 
through. Either way, thanks for reading!
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“Awe came upon everyone, because many 
wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. All who believed were together 
and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by 
day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate 
their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added to 
their number those who were being saved” 
(Acts 2:43-46).
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Just this past week, 
National Public Radio (NPR) reported 
that British Prime Minister Theresa 
May has appointed a Minister of 
Loneliness for the United Kingdom. 
Apparently, loneliness in the United 
Kingdom has reached a critical level 
with more than 9 million people in 
a recent study claiming that they 
“always or often feel lonely.”

It seems somewhat ridiculous that in 
today’s global society in which we are 
more connected than ever through 

Written by 
Pastor Greg Busboom

social media and the internet, the 
experience of loneliness has reached 
such critical levels. Yet, the significant 
rise in feelings of loneliness and anxiety 
is real, not just in the United Kingdom, 
but here in the United States as well. I 
see evidence of this crisis of loneliness 
nearly each and every day from the 
increased number of conversations 
I have with people who are feeling 
disconnected and isolated to  the 
current opioid crisis to the deadly gun 
violence that is wreaking havoc in our 
nation’s schools and communities. 
For a multitude of reasons, people 
are feeling alone and, in the extreme, 
loneliness becomes deadly.

We Christians have a powerful gift 
to offer the world in the midst of 
such a crisis. We are, by the power 
of the Spirit, a community grounded 
in Christ’s death and resurrection, a 
death and resurrection that overcomes 
the isolation of our human sin and 
brokenness and joins us together with 
all of God’s creation—past, present, 
and future—in a cosmic community 
marked by love, reconciliation, and 
belonging. Because of Christ’s death 
on the cross and rising from the grave, 
we are no longer alone. We have been 
joined together with Christ’s own self 
in the community of the Triune God, 
a community that takes on flesh and 
blood in the very real relationships we 
share with one another—in our churches, 
in our schools, in our workplaces, in 
our communities. As we now belong 
to Christ, so too we now belong to one 
another—regardless of language or 
race, regardless of political affiliation 
or socio-economic status, regardless 
of gender or creed. Through Christ’s 
death and resurrection, all creation has 
been brought into a new community 
one with another. Our mission as 
Christ’s church in the world is to bear 
witness to this new community in 
the relationships we share with one 
another.

The early Christian church described 
by Luke in the New Testament Book 
of Acts lived out this new community 
in powerful ways. Having heard the 
good news of Christ’s death and 
resurrection, they were baptized and 
then lived together in community with 
one another, worshiping together, 
breaking bread together, sharing with 

Becoming New 
in Community

one another, caring for one another, 
praying for one another. In some 
sense, Luke’s description of this 
early Christian community seems 
almost too good to be true, but it 
is the type of community for which 
Christ’s death and resurrection 
frees us to be. It is the type of 
community in which all are valued 
and have a place at God’s table. It is 
the type of community in which no 
one is excluded and room is made 
for everyone. 

As you read through this new 
edition of The Eagle, you will 
find one example after another 
of how we are living together 
as a Christ-centered community 
here at St. John’s. We are Christ’s 
community as we care for one 
another through Stephen Ministry 
and sharing communion with our 
homebound disciples. We are 
Christ’s community as we share 
the love of Jesus with the children 
and youth of St. John’s in real and 
powerful ways. We are Christ’s 
community as we reach out to the 
families at Harvard Park and Dubois 
Elementary School and as we grow 
relationships with those right in 
our own neighborhood. We are 
Christ’s community as we share our 
gifts of time, talents, and treasure 
and as we improve our building 
to become more hospitable to 
others. We are Christ’s community 
as we worship, gathering together 
around Word and Sacrament, to 
confess our need of forgiveness 
and to receive again and again the 
gifts of God’s grace. In these and so 
many other ways, we are becoming 
new in community, a community 
made possible only through 
Christ’s death and resurrection.

Wherever you are experiencing 
loneliness or anxiety in your life, I 
invite you to come. Come and be 
part of Christ’s new community 
here at St. John’s! Through Christ’s 
death and resurrection, there is a 
place for you!

In Christ +
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WORSHIP

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 
teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatev-
er you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him” (Colossians 3:16-17).

What motivates nearly 40 Lutherans to spend five hours 
together on a Saturday in January? One word—SINGING! 
However, being part of the St. John’s Chancel Choir 
is about far more than just singing together. It’s about 
making community through the gift of music. This past 
January 27, the choir gathered for a Day of Song and 
Prayer as they began rehearsing for this year’s Good 
Friday Cantata. This year’s cantata is the powerful oratorio 

Making Community
Through Music

Written by Pastor Greg Busboom
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WORSHIP

The Crucifixion by John Stainer. 
However, even more powerful 
than this most moving musical 
work is the gift of community 
choir members share with one 
another. 

“I hadn’t even joined the church 
yet when I was recruited to sing 
in the choir,” recalls long-time 
choir member Dale Gerrietts. 

“I was sitting in 
church, singing 
the recessional 
hymn as then 
choir-director 

Fred Nika walked 
down the aisle. 

He stopped when 
he heard me 

singing and said, 
‘We rehearse on 

Thursdays!’”
Thanks to Fred’s invitation, Dale 
showed up for rehearsal and has 
never stopped.

Kristen Nisbet-White has a similar 
story to tell. She and her husband 
Cliff just joined St. John’s this 
past fall. While still part of the 
New Disciples’ classes, choir 
member Alison Storm invited 
Kristen to join the choir. Kristen 
did and sang in her first cantata 
this past Christmas. For Kristen, 
as for so many others, singing in 
the choir has helped her develop 
meaningful relationships with 
other disciples at St. John’s and 
has become for her a powerful 
Christian community. 

Mary Von Liski started singing 
in the choir because of her 
long-time friendship with Sue 
Hamilton, the choir’s director. 
However, it was the welcoming 
embrace of the choir for Mary and 
her family that kept her coming. 

Mary especially appreciates the 
way the music coordinates with 
the rest of the worship service 
each week and considers music 
“a special way to pray.”

For mother and son, Penny Russel 
and Chris Groth, singing in the 
choir gives them an opportunity 
to spend time together doing 
something they both love. 
While neither of them sing with 
the choir on a weekly basis, 
they both greatly appreciate 
the opportunity to be a part of 
both the annual Christmas and 
Good Friday cantatas. Between 
his demanding career and his 
roles as husband and father to 
two young boys, Chris has little 
free time. Yet, being part of the 
annual cantatas gives him a 
meaningful outlet to share one 
of his many God-given gifts.

Music has always been an 
important part of Carl Pietsek’s 
life. Carl, better known as “Pete,” 
started singing in the choir at an 
early age in the church where 
his grandfather was the pastor. 
Pete has sung with the St. John’s 
choir now for more than 20 
years and has made many great 
memories. His best memory, 
however, is of the choir’s trip to 
Germany and, more particularly, 
singing Luther’s most famous 
hymn A Mighty Fortress inside 
the Wartburg Castle where 
Luther translated the Bible into 
German. For Pete, it’s all about 
using his gift of music to serve 
God. In his own words, 

“I get tremendous 
satisfaction out of 

making a joyful 
noise to the Lord.”

Making a joyful noise to the Lord 
is what the choir is all about, but 

Written by Pastor Greg Busboom

the joyful noise they make happens through 
much more than the music they sing. It 
also happens through the community they 
share as they care for one another, as they 
pray together and worship together, as they 
laugh together and, occasionally, as they cry 
together. Through their shared gift of music, 
God creates community among them and 
that community is a beautiful thing, even on 
a cold Saturday in January.
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Lent                                               

Holy Week                                    

Easter                                            

Join us in worship this Holy Week as we come to be 
made new through Christ’s death and resurrection.

The journey through Lent continues. Join us each 
week as we journey through these 40 days toward 
the cross of Good Friday and the empty tomb of 
Easter Sunday. 

March

March

March

Celebrate with us on Easter Sunday as we proclaim 
the good news, “Christ is risen. He is risen indeed!”
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Lent                                               

Holy Week                                    

Easter                                            

3 
&4 7 10 

&11 14 17 
&18

LENT 3

The Promise to Be 
in Relationship

Exodus 20:1-17; 
John 2:13-22

Regular Worship 
Schedule*

MIDWEEK LENT
“FAMILY”
It is Finished: a 
journey through 
the seven last 
words of Christ 
from the cross. 

12:00 p.m. Lunch
12:15 p.m. Worship
or
5:45 Soup Supper
7:00 p.m. Worship

LENT 4

The Promise to 
Live 

Numbers 21:4-9; 
John 3:14-21

Regular Worship 
Schedule*

MIDWEEK LENT
“OMG”
It is Finished: a 
journey through 
the seven last 
words of Christ 
from the cross. 

12:00 p.m. Lunch
12:15 p.m. Worship
or
5:45 Soup Supper
7:00 p.m. Worship

LENT 5

The Promise to 
Change our Hearts 

Jeremiah 31:31-
34; John 12:20-33

Regular Worship 
Schedule*

24 
&25 29 30

31 1

PALM/PASSION 
WEEKEND

The journey through 
Holy Week begins 
with the parade of 
palms but quickly 
turns toward the 
cross.

Regular Worship 
Schedule*

MAUNDY THURSDAY

A meaningful Service 
of Holy Communion 
and Hand Washing 
as we join with Jesus’ 
disciples in the Upper 
Room on the night of 
Jesus’ arrest.

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary

GOOD FRIDAY A.M.

A Service of Word and 
Prayer around the cross 
as we hear the story of 
Jesus’ passion.

10:00 a.m. Sanctuary

EASTER VIGIL

A Service of Light, 
Word, Baptism, and 
Communion as the 
darkness of Jesus’ 
death gives way to 
the light and joy of 
his resurrection on 
Easter morning. 

5:00 p.m. Sanctuary

EASTER SUNDAY

Festival Services of 
Holy Communion 
as we celebrate the 
good news that Christ 
is risen. Breakfast 
served from 8:30-9:45 
a.m. in the PLC

7:30 a.m. Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. PLC

March

April

March

21
MIDWEEK LENT
“THIRST”
It is Finished: a 
journey through 
the seven last 
words of Christ 
from the cross. 

12:00 p.m. Lunch
12:15 p.m. Worship
or
5:45 Soup Supper
7:00 p.m. Worship

  Regular Worship Schedule*   
SATURDAY:
5:00 p.m Sanctuary Worship

SUNDAY:
8:00 a.m Sanctuary Worship
9:15 - 10:15 a.m Discipleship Hour
10:30 a.m Sanctuary Worship
10:30 a.m Contemporary Worship

March

GOOD FRIDAY P.M.

The St. John’s Chancel 
Choir presents their 
powerful Good Friday 
Cantata The Crucifixion 
by John Stainer.

 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary

30
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For Christians, Holy Week is the most 
important week of the entire year as we 
enter into the dramatic story of Christ’s 
death and resurrection. Through our 
baptism, Christ’s story becomes our 
story. Christ’s death becomes our death. 
Christ’s resurrection becomes our 
resurrection. Holy Week takes us not only 
on Christ’s journey from death to life, but 
on ours as well.

The journey begins on Palm Sunday 
as Jesus enters the capital city of 
Jerusalem. The crowd that had gathered 
for the Passover celebration shouts 
out “Hosanna!” as they wave their palm 
branches and lay down their cloaks, 
welcoming Jesus as their new king. The 
parade of Palm Sunday quickly turns, 
however, into a funeral procession as 
the shouts of “Hosanna!” become cries of 
“Crucify him!” Worship on Palm Sunday 
begins with the congregation waving 

From 
Death  
to 
Life

Holy Week:

Written by Pastor Greg Busboom
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palm branches to welcome King Jesus into 
our midst. However, the mood changes 
as the Passion Gospel is read and as we 
prepare for the events to come.

On Maundy Thursday, Jesus gathers 
with his disciples in the Upper Room to 
share the Passover Meal together. During 
supper, Jesus gets up from the table, taking 
the role of the servant and washing his 
disciples’ feet. Jesus commands them to do 
the same, serving and loving one another 
as Jesus first loves and serves them. The 
meal ends with the fateful anticipation of 
Peter’s denial, Judas’ betrayal, and Jesus’ 
consequent arrest. Worship on Maundy 
Thursday gathers us around the table of 
Holy Communion, sharing a meal with 
Jesus and hearing anew Jesus’ command 
to love one another. The service ends 
with the dramatic stripping of the altar, 
accompanied by the haunting reading of 
Psalm 22, as we prepare for the darkness 
and grief of Good Friday.

Good Friday focuses on Jesus’ crucifixion 
and death, the ultimate act of God’s love 
for the world. In the morning of Good 
Friday, we gather for a service of Word 
and Prayer around the cross. The Passion 
Story from John’s Gospel is read. Prayers 
for the world are shared. The cross is the 
central focus, together with our reflection 
of all that God gave us through it. In the 
evening, we gather to hear the story of the 
Passion in word and song as the St. John’s 
Chancel Choir presents The Crucifixion 
by John Stainer. Unless one experiences 
the depth of Christ’s suffering on Good 
Friday, the joy of Easter morning is 
incomplete and not fully understood.

On Saturday, Christians around the world 
gather for the Easter Vigil, the most 
ancient of all Christian liturgies. Moving 
out of the shadows of Good Friday, but not 
yet fully into the light of Easter morning, 
the Vigil moves through four parts: Light, 
Word, Baptism, and Meal. The light slowly 
returns to the sanctuary. Stories of God’s 
deliverance from scripture are read. New 
Christians are baptized. The meal of Holy 
Communion is shared. Traditionally, 
it was at the Easter Vigil that all new 
Christians, having prepared for the life 
of discipleship through the 40 days of 
Lent, were baptized into Christ’s death 
and resurrection. It is one of the most 
mysterious and moving services of the 
entire year as darkness gives way to light, 
despair gives way to hope, and death 
gives way to life.

Finally, on Easter Sunday, the fullness of 
joy returns as we proclaim the good news, 
“Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!” 
Alleluias fill the air as we join with the 
women at the empty tomb to discover 
that Jesus is alive, as we receive the risen 
Christ in the feast of Holy Communion, 
and as we go forth into the world to 
proclaim God’s victory over sin, death, 
and the devil. Death does not win! God 
wins! Alleluia!

Truly, it is a journey like no other. There 
is no better story. The best way to 
understand it is to experience it – all of 
it. And, once you have experienced it, 
neither life nor death can ever be the 
same.
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Taize 
W o r s h i p
1. What is it?
2. Where is it from?
3. Where can I try it?

1
2

3

The characteristic 
of Taizé worship that 
is most prevalent in our 
worship has been the use of 
a kind of repetitive prayer set 
to simple musical lines. What is 
unique to the prayer of Taizé is the 
adaptation of the repetitive form to 
simple musical lines and core biblical 
texts that can be sung by a whole 
assembly of various nationalities, 
languages, and denominations. 

Another characteristic of Taizé 
worship that has been a welcome gift 
to Lutheran worship is its generous 
use of silence. The use of silence in 
Taizé raises an important question: 
how can we incorporate a more ample 
time of silence in worship rather than 
filling every moment with words 
or music? 

www.elca.org/worshipfaq
In the south of Burgundy, 

France lays a small village called 
Taizé. This village founded over seventy 

years ago by Brother Roger is home to a 
monastic community devoted to prayer and 

reconciliation. The community is made up of brothers 
from all the continents and major denominations who 

gather together three times a day, seven days a week, 
throughout the year to pray (whether there are 7000 young people 

present or only twenty). For more information on the Community, its 
history and on-going work, see their website.

www.elca.org/worshipfaq

Members of St. 
John’s Chancel Choir will 

participate in a Taize Prayer 
service hosted by Christ the King 

Catholic Church. Members of four 
Springfield churches (Christ the King 
Catholic, Laurel United Methodist, 
St. John’s Lutheran, and Westminster 
Presbyterian) are participating in 
this service of contemplative prayer, 
simple songs and lighting of candles. 
Along with choir members from all 
four churches, instrumentalists from 
the churches and community will 
also participate in this service to 
foster peace and reconciliation, with 
meditative common prayer as the 
conduit. May we learn to pray together 

in larger community and seek to truly 
know and love our neighbors. All 

are invited to attend. Please stay 
after the service to share a cup 

of tea and fellowship.

Tea & Taize 
 A House of Prayer 

for All Peoples
Tuesday, March 6 at 6 p.m.
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One of the central disciplines 
of Lent is giving to the poor. For 
the third year in a row, 100% of 
our Midweek Lenten Offerings are 
being shared beyond the walls of St. 
John’s with those in need. This year, 
the St. John’s Leadership Board, 
in partnership with the St. John’s 
Global Missions Ministry Team, has 
designated our Midweek Lenten 
Offerings to a Foods Resource Bank 
Project in Nicaragua. The name of 
the specific food project we are 
supporting is “Nicaragua Mateare 
Carazo.”

In the particular community where 
this project is located, a dry climate, 
environmental deterioration, and 
chronic poverty have contributed 
to an inadequate quantity and 
quality of both water and food, 
resulting in malnutrition and other 
health problems. Complicating 
these challenges are illiteracy, poor 
roads, high unemployment, and 
seasonal migration to Costa Rica. 
55% of families in the community are 
headed by women. 

Foods Resource Bank has been 
working in Nicaragua since 2005, 
partnering with the Center for Inter-
ecclesiastic Social and Theological 
Studies. The current phase of their 
work focuses on conservation 
agriculture, planting fruit trees and 
patio gardens, community advocacy, 
partnering with local churches to 
build food security, and improving 
access to clean water. St. John’s 
disciple Rose Moser has personally 
visited several FRB programs in 
Nicaragua and has seen first-hand 
how lives are being changed by 
empowering local communities to 
improve their food security through 
the financial and expert help of FRB.

As we journey together through 
Lent, look for weekly updates 
about “Nicaragua Mateare Carazo,” 
including personal stories and 
pictures. Thank you for your 
faithful generosity as we live out 
Christ’s command to share from 
our abundance with those in need, 
including our sisters and brothers in 
Nicaragua!

Midweek 
Lenten 
O�erings 
to Support 
Food 
Project in 
Nicaragua

Written by 
Pastor Greg Busboom
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DISCIPLESHIP

There aren’t too many days when I am up and going at 
4:30 in the morning, but, there I was, driving from my 
house to my home congregation on a hot July morning. 
After a stop at the gas station for two of the largest coffees 
I could buy, I was off to load vans and begin the 12-hour 
drive from Minneapolis to Detroit. From the moment we 
left, our lives were changed. Gathering with that many 
Lutherans, seeing the many different groups wearing 
t-shirts of all colors, singing and praising God in the streets 

of Detroit while walking between the different venues, 
we knew that God was at work in and through us. I never 
had the opportunity to go to a Youth Gathering when I 
was in High School. I remember thinking throughout the 
whole trip how meaningful it was for not only my faith and 
relationship with God and others, but just how impactful 
it was for the youth from my home congregation and the 
many others I had the opportunity to interact with. It was 
a life-changing experience for all involved, and one that 

Youth Gathering 
Written by Pastor Adam Connolly
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DISCIPLESHIP

will again be repeated in Houston this 
summer.

This June, 16 youth and 4 adult leaders 
from St John’s will join thousands 
of others from across the country in 
Houston for this year’s ELCA Youth 
Gathering. This Gathering, held 
triennially, is an opportunity for our 
youth to connect with each other, 
give back to the community, and be 
inspired in their faith.  Molly Beck 
Dean, the event director says, “The 
size and magnitude of the Youth 
Gathering separates it from anything 
else. It’s cool to say the Lord’s Prayer 
or take communion with over 30,000 
people.” While it might seem like this 
is a big party for youth, the Youth 
Gathering is much more. There is 
nothing else that exists that can give 
teenagers, and their adult leaders, the 
experience that the Youth Gathering 
gives. There will be times to gather 
as the 30,000 or more for worship 
and learning. Times to challenge 
your pastor in one of the numerous 
giant inflatable obstacle courses. 
Time for reflection on what it means 
to be Lutheran Christians, especially 
around Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace 
you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God.” There will be times 
to become the hands and feet of 
Christ by going out into Houston and 
surrounding areas and doing service 
projects.

It’s easy to spout out numbers like 
“There are 3.9 million members in the 
ELCA” or “We have close to 10,000 
congregations in the ELCA.” What’s 
harder to imagine is what it is like 
to gather with 30,000 or so other 
Lutheran teenagers, who have all been 
called to come together, to be Church 
together. What’s harder to imagine is 
the impact that Lutheran Youth, from 
all over the country can bring to a city 
like Detroit, where over $30 million 
in economic impact helped give 

jobs to citizens of Detroit looking 
for work, over a million diapers 
were collected to give to women’s 
shelters, over 3,200 vacant lots 
in the Detroit community were 
cleaned of debris and turned into 
gathering spaces for neighbors to 
connect with one another. These 
are just some of the ways that we 
were able to help. One way that 
can’t be measured is the hope we 
brought back to the city of Detroit. 
Many of the citizens of Detroit 
didn’t have hope. After all, if all 
you hear is bad things about your 
city, your fellow residents, the fact 
that things are continuing to get 
worse, there isn’t a lot of room for 
hope. During our service project 
day, as we were cleaning out one 
of the vacant lots, a gentleman 
from one of the homes came up 
to me. We began chatting and he 
asked, “Why Detroit?” Why would 
a large number of youth come 
from all across the country to this 
place that society had written off? 
I responded by telling him that we 
came to Detroit because it’s where 
God called us to go. We were there 
to remind the citizens of Detroit 
of God’s love and that they were 
much more than a city in decline, 
a city in disrepair. We were there 
to remind them that they are our 
sisters and brothers in Christ and 
God had called us to walk alongside 
them. After our conversation, he left, 
and I thought that would be the last 
time I saw him. Fifteen minutes later, 
he returned with four or five other 
men from the neighborhood, and 
they began to help us in cleaning out 
the lot. The gentleman told me, “If you 
were willing to come from all over the 
country to help us, the least we can 
do is to help you, and continue the 
work after you leave.” The community 
group that we were working with 
continues to do the work of cleaning 
out vacant lots, and through our 
actions three years ago, many citizens 

were inspired to change the image 
the rest of the country thinks when 
they think of Detroit.

We all saw the pictures and videos 
of the devastation that Houston, 
Texas saw from Hurricane Harvey. 
Even though the Youth Gathering 
was planned long before Harvey hit, 
many of the service projects have 
been changed to focus on helping 
the citizens of Houston rebuild their 
homes and to help them return 
to their normal lives before last 
September. After Harvey subsided 
and Houstonians were able to see 
what effects Harvey left, an email went 

→
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Written by Alicia Huntley existing small group, or join us on Wednesday 
nights at 6 p.m. in the PLC, join us!  Make the 
most of this opportunity to grow in your faith 
this season of Lent, while building relationships 
with one another.

“It is Finished” study materials are available 
in print, and videos are easily accessible 
on RightNow Media (a free digital resource 
provided by St. John’s).   If you are not familiar 
with RightNow Media, it has been called the 
“Netflix of Christian Bible Study,” and is available 
on the website or through the app.  RightNow 
Media contains thousands of Bible studies 
and children’s shows.   Don’t miss out on this 
amazing resource!  Request an invite on the St 
John’s website.

Please join us in the Parish Life Center (PLC) on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. (prior to 7 p.m. worship), 
February 21-March 28.  Dinner will be provided 
at 5:45, and classes and nursery are open for 
children!

To sign up, connect with a group, or to obtain 
study materials, contact Alicia Huntley, Director 
of Small Group Ministries, at 
ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org. 

out to adult leaders from the Youth Gathering team. While 
they were not sure what changes the Youth Gathering was 
going to have to make, they said something that helped 
us remember what the Youth Gathering is called to do for 
the cities we have our gatherings in. They reminded us 
that we are called to be the hands and feet of Christ and 
to be that shining light, sharing God’s love with others, 
reminding them that there are people who care for them 
and are willing to do whatever it takes to help them 
rebuild their lives.

As we continue to get ready for the Youth Gathering, we 
thank you, the Disciples at St. John’s. We thank you for 
your monetary support, for your encouragement, and 
most of all, for your prayers. We ask for your continued 
prayers not only for us, but for all who will be traveling to 
Houston, and for the citizens of Houston with whom we 
will encounter and build relationships.

If you’re looking for a 
way to observe Lent this year, 
consider taking part in this meaningful 6-week 
group study.   Each week focuses on one of the 
final, powerful words Jesus spoke from the cross. 
Through these words, grow spiritually and become 
more aware of the deep significance of how Christ 
died for us and for the sins of the whole world.

Whether you’d like to follow the study on your own, 
pull together a group of friends, meet with your 
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We currently have nearly 20 small groups at St. John’s, and 
this ministry continues to grow!   Through small groups, 
we find a place to build community, care for one another, 
and grow closer to God.  Of the small groups currently at 
St. John’s, many are faith-based Bible studies, some focus 
on parenting, some include recreational activities, such 
as golf, while others, like the Home Repair Group, spend 
most of their time serving others.   There is a group for 
everyone!  And if there isn’t, we’ll find a way to start one.  

The Small Group Ministry Leadership Team consists of 
individuals who care deeply about this ministry and work 
together to help it grow, while providing support to current 
small groups.  The team currently consists of Pastor Adam, 
Mark Butler, Heather Reiss, Mike Purdy, and myself.   We 
provide trainings and special events, connect with new 
disciples, and offer support to small group facilitators and 
members.

As a member of several small groups in the past, and as a 
leader of the Parents in Christ Small Group, I have always 
felt a strong connection to this ministry and how it connects 
our disciples with each other and grows their faith.  After 
serving on the small groups ministry team for a number 
of years, the transition from Ministry Team Leader to the 
Director of Small Group Ministries this past fall just felt 
right.  As a small group facilitator, I understand personally 
how important it is to feel support and connection from the 
church.  I have loved seeing this through with our current 
small groups, and am so excited about the future growth 
of this ministry! 

If you are being called to join a current group, facilitate or 
join a new group, or would like to serve on the Small Group 
Ministry Team, I would love to hear from you!

Being in Community 
Through Small Groups

Written by Alicia Huntley

In 2020, St. John’s will celebrate its 150th anniversary. 
As part of our 150th anniversary celebration, we are 
planning a St. John’s 150th Anniversary Germany 
Tour. St. John’s disciples Rose Moser and David 
Richter, together with Pastor Greg, have been 
working with Reformation Tours out of Belleville, 
Illinois to plan the trip. This 12-day trip will take 
place July 26-August 6, 2020 and will be limited 
to the first 35 people who sign up. The tour will 
include all the major Luther sites, including Worms, 
Eisenach, Erfurt, Eisleben, and Wittenberg, a Rhine 
cruise, visits to Frankfurt, Mainz, Leipzig, Dresden, 
Nuremburg, and Munich, and experiencing the 
seven-hour Passion Play in Oberammergau which 
only happens every 10 years. An informational 
meeting for anyone who may at all be interested in 
this once-in-a-lifetime trip will be held on Monday, 
April 23 at 7:00 p.m. at St. John’s. Save the dates 
today as we look forward to celebrating our 150th 
year!

St. John’s 150th 
Anniversary Germany Tour

     
July 26-August 6, 2020

A TRIP TO LUTHER LAND

Wednesday, April 11
6:30 p.m. in the AMR

Last year, St. John’s disciple Elaine 
Birtch traveled to Germany and was 
able to visit many of the sites where 
Martin Luther and his colleagues laid 
down the groundwork for what we 
now call Lutheranism. This included 
Luther’s home in Wittenberg and the 
Castle Church where Luther posted 
his 95 Theses.  Join Elaine as she 
shares pictures and stories of the 
many Luther sites she was able to see.

TRAVEL TALK WITH ELAINE BIRTCH
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Bible, Baking, and Bread
The adult class will conclude the study “Follow” on April 
4 and 11.  We begin a new series on April 18 that will 
engage our senses as well as our minds.  Join us in the 
kitchen as we observe a baker working with flour, yeast, 
eggs, salt, water, and fat.  Smell the beautiful aroma of 
bread in the oven and be nourished by several Bible 
stories about bread.  Of course, we’ll end up the night 
by sampling the delicious bread. 

Beyond Bread
Beyond Bread is comprised of people who enjoy 
cooking for others.  The food preparation is done at 
the church and provides relationship-building among 
the participants, as well as the sharing of good food 
with disciples at St. John’s.  This new group began in 
January, 2018 when they provided breakfast to Du-
Bois Elementary School teachers during an in-service 
day following Christmas break.  

One of the first things you 
will learn when you become 
part of this community is that 

We LIKE 
to gather 
around food

Dinner Night Out
On the third Tuesday of every month, a group 
of St. John’s Disciples gathers at local restau-
rants to share in a meal. These meals are 
often accompanied by great conversations, 
laughs, and a time to connect as disciples. Past 
restaurants have included Blue Margarita’s, 
Barrel Head, and Mimosa. Upcoming Dinner 
Night Out’s will be held at Sam’s Italian Pizza 
in March, Mariah’s in April, and Hy-Vee Market 
Grille in May. In order to make sure there is 
adequate space for all, please contact Becky 
Smith at 494.5523 the day before if you are 
planning to attend.

While it might seem like all we do here at St. John’s 
involves food, we remember that the early Chris-
tians gathered together, broke bread, and shared 
in conversation with one another. Here at St. John’s, 
we have two groups of disciples who, each month, 
gather around a meal for a time of fellowship and to 
continue in the ways set by those early Christians.

Group Loyal
In 1949, a notice was sent out to organize a social group for young adults. Eight people showed up 
at the first meeting and the group was established. At the next meeting, a name was needed for this 
group. Notices were sent out that said the following:
 

At the meeting, numerous names were suggested, but the overwhelming support was to call themselves 
Group LOYAL, with LOYAL standing for League Of Young Adult Lutherans. For the past 69 years, this 
group has met on the second Tuesday of most months for a night of food and fellowship with a special 
Christmas meal in December. Bob Walbaum, current president of the group notes, “You don’t have to 
be a senior citizen to enjoy Group Loyal which, after all, was started many years ago by Dale Gronewald 
and a bunch of other YOUNG Lutherans,” and Bob is right. Even though the “Y” in Loyal might not stand 
for “young” anymore, all adults are welcome to join in this time of fellowship. If you have any questions, 
please contact Bob Walbaum. 

Your Sunday School class without a name
Is having a party to decide the same.
Without or with an idea bright
Come to our gathering on Tuesday night.

Fun is our theme, plus a snack to eat
But naming the class is the major feat.
The committee is working on ideas today
For fellowship and fun, an evening of play.
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“My favorite thing about volunteering in children’s ministry is stretching 
their thinking and at the same time having their insights and questions 
totally blow my mind. The knowledge and the wonder in these 5th/6th 
graders is so awesome! The amount of certainty that the children have 
when expressing their faith and belief in God has been astounding. I am 
truly grateful to have the opportunity to hear them share about their faith 
journeys as well as support one another every Sunday.”  - Kara Davis

“I teach Sunday School mainly because I think it’s important for the children. 
I grew up attending Lutheran schools, so we had religion class every day. I 
know that most of our children aren’t able to do that, which makes Sunday 
School even more valuable for them. I also enjoy teaching Sunday School 
enormously. Kindergarten is always a fun age to teach... and it’s amazing 
to see God already at work in them at that age. Sometimes, I’m not sure if 
they’re understanding the lesson or even paying attention. Then, they come 
up with the most incredible question or comment that makes me think they 
really get the lesson better than I do.”      - Gary Reinbold

“I have enjoyed watching the kids grow over the years, my own kids included. 
I got to re-learn things about the Bible that I had not thought about for a long 
time. It is fun to see God through children’s eyes and to hear their faith come 
out in our classes.” -Beth Nika-Province

“Every once in a while, the kids let you know that they are children of God, 
and are loved by God... and that makes it a wonderful day!”  - Peter Province

(Beth and Peter have taught for over 20 years and will be retiring from teaching 
Sunday School after this year. Thank you, Beth and Peter, for your ongoing ministry!)

“I volunteer because I love the Lord, and teaching the children gives me the 
opportunity to share His word and the love Christ has for them.” - Mindy Garner 

“Volunteering to work with the boys and girls is a great pleasure. I’m allowed to 
share my love of God and watch them grow in an understanding of how much 
God loves them.”  - Gary Garner

Sunday 
School 
Teachers
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Vacation Bible School
July 9-13, 9:00-11:30 a.m.

LEGO RACES
Sunday, March 11

12:00 p.m. in the Gym

Bring your fastest Lego car 
to race with your friends 
after church! Winners 
receive a special prize, but 
really everyone’s a winner 
since we’ll have pizza and 
dessert.

First Communion Class
April 4 - April 18

Classroom E

Our 3-week First Communion class 
for 10-year-olds and their parents 
is designed to teach children about 
the meaning of Holy Communion. 
This year, our class will be taught 
by all three of our Pastors. You 
will see a new Pastor each week! 
Children in the class will partake 
in their First Communion during 
the 10:30 Sanctuary Worship on 
Sunday, April 22 in the Sanctuary. 

Kids’ Small Groups
1st-6th Grades,
 Classroom C/D

On Wednesday evenings this 
Spring, we will continue working 
through our KNOW GOD 
devotion series together. We’ll 
be thinking about and discussing 
things we can do to help us 
KNOW GOD as we hear Him 
and pray to Him in our daily lives.

Children’s Ministries

Wednesday Evenings - Beginning April 4 - 6:30 -7:30 p.m.

20

Ahoy, families!
At this year’s Shipwrecked VBS, kids will 

learn how we are Rescued by God whenever 
we feel alone, whenever we worry, 

whenever we make a mistake, and whenever 
we struggle. Each day kids will rotate to Bible 
Discovery, Imagination Station, Ship Rec 
Games, and Snack with their crews. We will 

end with a family picnic on Friday, July 
13 at 5:30 p.m. Save these dates and 
come to St. John’s for a wonderful 

week this summer!

20

13 at 5:30 p.m. Save these dates and 
come to St. John’s for a wonderful 

week this summer!
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Holy Week Family Festival
We are 

preparing for Eas-
ter with a Holy Week 

Family Festival! Our 
goal is for children to 

understand the meaning 
of Holy Week through a 
memorable and educa-

tional experience with their 
families. We will discuss the 
events from Palm Sunday 
through Easter Sunday to-
gether to show that Jesus 
died for us... and now He 
lives through us! 
  
We want to equip 
families to have 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
with their chil-
dren about Holy 
Week and Easter.

When we understand 
the sequence of Je-
sus’ death, burial, 

and resurrection, 
we can experi-

ence the full 
joy of Easter 

together.  
  

 

W e 
hope you 
will get to experi-
ence that joy as a fam-
ily. Each family will create a 
devotional at the event to 
help you get started.
  
There are 168 hours 
in Holy Week, and 
you will likely be 
spending a majori-
ty of that time with 
your family. 

We are asking you to set 
aside at least 10 minutes 
each day to discuss Jesus’ 
journey to the cross. Odds 
are, if you set aside 10 min-
utes for these devotions, 
you’ll end up sitting together 
for much longer, and you’ll 
gain some priceless family 
time as well. Pair these de-
votions with our Faith 5 prac-
tices for an added bonus!
  
 At our Holy Week Family 
Festival, we will hear a Pas-
tor’s Message and create a 
devotional craft together. 
After all this, we will have 
an Easter Egg Hunt on the 

church lawn. 

We 
h o p e 
you will 
leave with a 
fresh perspec-
tive of the week 
to come. Meet us 
in the Parish Life 
Center at 9:00 a.m. as 
we kick off our event!
  
We strongly encourage 
our families to come back 
during the week for our 
Maundy Thursday Service 
and Good Friday Cantata as 
we contemplate Jesus’ final 
days. 

We are better when 
we learn God’s 
Word together! 

All Holy Week and 
Easter Service 
times are listed 
on page 9.

Saturday, March 24    
9:00-11:00 a.m.

Written by Sam Neahring
Children’s Ministries
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COMMUNITY
CARE

 It was Kay, in the parlor, with a hug.  The Grief Support 
Group was ready to begin, and Kay’s hug found one of 
the newer participants.  “I prayed for you all week,” Kay 
said.  And she wasn’t the only one praying.  Members of 
the group have listened and prayed and shared stories, 
growing closer as they talked about what grief has been 
like for them. 

“I can weep here.  I can’t do that
 with my other friends.”

A group of people, men and women, from differing age 

groups and life situations formed a safe, welcoming 
community.  They trust one another to listen and care 
without judging.  It isn’t just Kay, in the parlor, with a hug 
that’s making the connection.  It’s God, in the world, with 
us.

“It’s comforting to talk here.  I see 
how you’re coping, and that gives 

me hope that I will cope too.”

Who Done It?
Written by Pastor Pam Mitcham
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It was Betty, in the sewing room, with 
a needle.  There was a quilting group 
at St. John’s in the late 1960’s.  Pat 
Vidamour remembers her mother, 
Betty, belonging to it.  “Mother 
loved that group,” Pat says, “and they 
made the most beautiful quilts.”  Pat 
remembers her mother talking about 
how sneaky the group could be, in a 
kind way, of course.  Once a week, 
they gathered and talked and quilted.  
When they were finished for the day, 
they packed up the scissors, material, 
looms, needles and thread.  One by 
one, they said good-bye, and drifted 
out of the room.  

That evening, one of them, (maybe 
Betty or maybe not,) crept back into 
the church and took the quilt out of 
the closet.  She carefully smoothed it 
out and found the space where Rosa 
Lee (not her real name) worked.  You 
could always tell where Rosa Lee 
worked; the stitches were loose and 
crooked and uneven.  Maybe Betty or 
maybe not Betty meticulously pulled 
out all of Rosa Lee’s stitches, re-doing 
every one of them, making the new 
stitches blend in perfectly with the 
work of the other ladies.  Next week, 
the ladies returned to quilt and talk.  
Again, someone came back later to 
fix Rosa Lee’s handiwork.  They did 
this week after week.  How kind of 
them to overlook Rosa Lee’s poor 
quilting skills.    What a beautiful 
example of caring and compassion 
and hospitality.  It isn’t just Betty, in the 
sewing room, with a needle making 
the connection.  It’s God, in the world, 
with us. 

 “I felt lighter when I 
left last week.”

It was Rosemary, in the apartment, 
with a picture.  I first saw the 5x7 
collage of seven women when I 
visited a St. John’s disciple who lives 
at Concordia.  She told me Rosemary 
gave her the picture.  When I visited 
another disciple at Concordia, there 
was the picture again.  The third 
time I saw the picture, in yet another 
room, I demanded to know its story.  
Turns out that Rosemary Carlson 

saw her neighbors at Concordia 
becoming lonely and inactive.  She 
started rounding them up.  “We’ve 
all experienced a lot of change,” 
Rosemary explains, “and changes 
have a sharper edge when you’re 80.”  
She says her faith has grown by what 
she’s received from serving others.  
“I’ve learned that life is precious 
and everyone needs someone 
to talk to. When we’re together, 
everybody wants to talk about health 
problems.  We share highs and lows, 
but we try not to dwell on the lows.”  
Evelyn Lageman, who is also in the 
Concordia picture, leads a Bible 
study from time to time.  Between 
the Bible study, their group time, and 
sharing Holy Communion together 
at the Tuesday chapel service, these 
women are connected to one another 
and to God.  It isn’t just Rosemary, in 
the apartment, with a picture making 
the connection.  It’s God, in the world, 
with us. 

 “Others tell me I 
should be over it by 

now.  Thanks for letting 
me tell my story over 

and over again.”
It was Shirley, on the porch, with 
a flower.  When I saw the flower 
arrangement, I thought it looked 
like the altar flowers from last week.  
Turns out that it was.  Shirley Stoldt 
had joined the Altar Flower Delivery 
Ministry Team.  “My husband has been 
on lots of committees and projects in 
the church, but I haven’t really done 
anything,” Shirley begins.  “At my age, 
I can’t do much, but this?  Visiting – I 
can do!”  She didn’t know June Ann 
Deaner when she knocked on the 
door, but they were soon talking like 
old friends.  “The flowers are from the 
church,” June Ann told me, “they’ve 
been here all week and haven’t 
wilted a bit.”  Thanks to the ladies on 
the delivery team, the connection 
between St. John’s and some of our 
homebound disciples has not wilted 
either.  It isn’t just Shirley, on the porch, 
with a flower making the connection.  
It’s God, in the world, with us. 

It was Sherry, in the den, with a hand.  
“See you next week,” the Stephen 
Minister waved as she left her care 
receiver’s house.  Sherry Sinnott 
serves as one of St. John’s 16 Stephen 
Ministers who listen, care, pray, 
encourage, and offer emotional and 
spiritual support to others.  “You know 
that painting by Michelangelo where 
God extends his hand to Adam?” 
Sherry asks.  “That’s what Stephen 
Ministers do; extend a hand.” She 
explains, “It’s not my hand though, 
it’s the hand of God.”  And that 
friendly, caring, helping hand builds 
a relationship grounded in trust and 
caring.  It isn’t just Sherry, in the den, 

→
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Grief 
Support

Anyone who has experienced the 
death of a person whom they loved is 
welcomed in the St. John’s Grief Support 
Group.  While we may grieve many kinds 
of losses, this gathering is for those 
who have lost a loved one. The death 
may have been recent or could have 
occurred in the past. To register, please 
call the church office, 217.793.3933. If 
you have questions, please get in touch 
with Pastor Pam.

Tuesdays  •  5:30-7:00 p.m. 
March 13 - April 17

HEALING SERVICE
May 20  •  3:00 p.m.

Jesus invites us, “Come to me, all you that are 
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  Pastor 
Pam will lead a Service of Healing for anyone 
yearning for healing either in their own life, in 
the lives of others, or in the life of our world. 
Comprised of readings from God’s Word, 
song, silent reflection, and intercessory 
prayer, these services provide peace in an 
otherwise turbulent world. Following the 
service, our Stephen Ministers will host a time 
of refreshments and fellowship in the Parlor. 
All are welcome to come and experience the 
healing touch of Christ’s love.

with a hand making the connection.  It’s God, in the world, 
with us.

It was Loretta, in the nursing home, with an orange.  Loretta 
Johnson is a Communion Minister who visits and shares 
communion with one of the residents at a local nursing 
home.  “I asked her what she would like, what could I bring 
her,” Loretta says, “and she got this sweet look on her face 
and told me she would love an orange; she hadn’t eaten an 
orange in years.  Imagine that!”  On the next visit, of course, 
Loretta took an orange, as well as the bread and wine 
of communion.  Her friend was thrilled, Loretta explains, 
“You would think I gave her a million dollars!”  It isn’t just 
Loretta, in the nursing home, with an orange making the 
connection.  It’s God, in the world, with us.

Who done it?  Well, it was God, of course.  These are only 
a few clues to what God is up to in and through St. John’s.  
There’s really no mystery about who is shaping and forming 
and prodding and blessing us.  God, in the world, with us.  
God using us to reach out, invite, and welcome.  God using 
us to listen, understand, and care.  God in the world using 
us and others to create a community.  You are a part of that 
work, that creation, and that community.

Who is doing it?  God, in the world, with YOU.

Blood Drive
April 26  •  All Day

St. John’s will sponsor the blood drive at 
the Central Illinois Community Blood 
Center, 1999 Wabash Avenue.  Thanks to 
the generosity of those who donate blood, 
the center is able to collect life saving 
blood products that have the potential to 
assist many critically ill patients.   Please 
help if you can!
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Written by Patty Robertson

I became a member of St. John’s in April of 
2012.   I moved out of the area in 2013 and 
suffered a serious and debilitating illness. I 
returned to Springfield in 2015 because my 
sister lives here and offered me her love and 
support.  I did not have a car when I returned 
to Springfield and needed time to continue 
my recovery. I wanted to return to worship 
services at St. John’s but did not have 
transportation. I called St. John’s to see if they 
had any way of providing transportation and 
learned that they were just implementing 
the Transportation Ministry.

I was advised to contact Nancy and Tom Ryan 
who were spear heading the committee 
efforts. Nancy and Tom gave me a ride that 
Sunday and many Sundays since.  It has been 
a great pleasure to form lasting friendships 
and share opportunities and experiences 
such as the Mission Trip and Diversity 
Workshop which would have otherwise not 
been possible. When the church purchased 
the van with handicap accessibility, 
transportation became available for all 
interested members needing a ride. Sharing 
a ride with people in the van has allowed me 
to meet many wonderful people and share 
worship service and community with my 
church family and friends.  I am very grateful 
for this Blessing in my life.

Tom Ryan (left) shows Eric Koning (right) how to 
operate the wheelchair lift. 
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Crossroads. You might be thinking, “Why don’t we 
go to other places?” or “Isn’t there a need for us 
to go to Chicago, Detroit, one of the numerous 
Indian Reservations that could use our help? These 
are great questions, because the need is great, 
and the opportunities we could partake in are 
numerous. However, for the past 10 years, we have 
been forming relationships with the community 
at Project Crossroads, at Hungry Mother Lutheran 
Retreat Center, with each other, and with the 
residents of Marion and surrounding communities. 
Don’t get me wrong, I have seen relationships 
and community being built through other Mission 

OUTREACH 
AND MISSION

Marion, VA Mission Trip
Written by Pastor Adam Connolly

“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is 
called to grow in meaningful relationships with 
Christ, with each other, and with the community 
as we are gathered for worship, equipped for 
discipleship and sent to care.”

For the past 10 years, the Annual Mission Trip to Marion, 
Virginia has been one of the many ways we have taken 
our Mission Statement to heart. St. John’s Disciples have 
loaded up vans, trucks, and trailers, and made the trip 
to Marion, Virginia to become the Hands and Feet of 
Christ, completing home repair projects through Project 
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Trips, but we have a unique 
advantage by returning to Marion 
every year. These relationships 
are strengthened every time we 
return to Marion. Through every 
person who has made the journey 
to Virginia, the bonds that hold our 
relationship together are made 
stronger. For every person at St. 
John’s who is unable to physically 
go, but have donated to and prayed 
for the residents of Marion and 
surrounding areas, our relationship 
has been made stronger.

We are not called to stay in our 
own, familiar place. Jesus calls us 
to go out into the world and spread 
God’s Word and love to all. We are 
called to grow in community with 
one another, and what better way 
to grow God’s community than 
helping our sisters and brothers in 
Christ.

Hundreds of lives 
have been directly 

impacted by forming 
relationships with 

homeowners and the 
community

while completing repair projects, 
growing in relationship with God 
and other disciples at St. John’s, 
eating delicious food from Rose 
Moser, and by playing a round or 
two of pool, ping pong, and Farkle. 

There are hundreds of stories, 
memories, and photos that have 
accumulated over the years. We 
aren’t finished yet! 

The Mission Trip Team has been 
hard at work planning this year’s 
trip. Led by Ted LaBelle, Jay 
Barnard, Amanda Johnson, Rose 
Moser, and Tom & Nancy Ryan, 
we welcome you to return to the 
beautiful Appalachian area of 
Virginia to continue to serve as 
God’s hands and feet. Our theme 
this year is 

“Walk Humbly 
with God.” 

We will travel to Marion, Virginia to 
work with Project Crossroads June 
17-23. Come spend another week 
with us spreading God’s Word and 
bringing hope to our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. It will be an exciting 
week that you won’t forget! There 
will be an informational meeting 
on Sunday, March 4 at 9:15 a.m. 
in the Parlor to go over this year’s 
trip. If you feel God is calling you to 
go with us this year, or just want to 
hear what the trip is about, please 
join us for this meeting. If you have 
any questions, please talk to Pastor 
Adam or any of the Mission Trip 
Planning Team Members.
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New Community Partnership 
with Dubois Elementary

Written by Sam Neahring

This school year, we have had a wonderful 
opportunity to partner with Dubois 
Elementary School in Springfield. Dubois 
staff overflows with enthusiasm for 
teaching and helping area children, and 
we are happy to work right alongside 
them in their efforts. We have already had 
many opportunities to serve the staff and 
students through events and donations. 
Our staff and new small group Beyond 
Bread hosted a Prayer Breakfast at Dubois 

Elementary on the teachers’ first day 
back after winter break. Beyond Bread 

helped out by crafting a delicious 
meal, and we all had some time 

for fellowship and devotions 
during breakfast. Most recently, 

disciples from St. John’s have 
brought in children’s clothing 

to donate for students, 

and we had several disciples volunteer 
at Dubois’ annual Grandparents’ Ball 
this January. Dubois staff have been so 
appreciative of this partnership, and 
they are certainly a joy to work with. It 
has been very encouraging to see this 
partnership bring all of us strength in new 
relationships and a better understanding 
of our community’s immediate needs.

Dubois Elementary School has several 
upcoming events and ongoing needs for 
which they have requested volunteers. 
This includes a S.T.E.A.M Night for 
families, an end-of-the-year picnic for 
volunteers, and regular mentors and 
tutors for students. If you are interested 
in working with Dubois staff and students, 
please contact Sam Neahring or Pastor 
Adam Connolly to learn more.
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Community Garden 
Season Begins

Written by Tucker Good
There is just something about watching a pile of mud 
nurture a tiny seed into something juicy you can stuff 
your face with. If you are a gardener yourself, you know 
of this magical and humbling experience. However, for 
many, last year was the first time experiencing this. That 
was exactly the idea when we began our community garden 
around this time last Spring. Children, youth, and adults alike 
gathered together in community once a week to play in the 
dirt and grow some veggies; peppers, tomatoes, cucumbers, 
eggplants, lettuce, and much more.

If you would like to join us this year, you are welcome to 
come on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Watch 
the Messenger for the date of our first planting. Contact 
Tucker at tgood@stjohns-springfield.org if you would like to 
get involved. 

As we continue growing our community with our 
partnerships with local elementary schools, the Social 
Ministry Team invites you to join with us as we take God’s love 
beyond the walls of St. John’s. Once again this year, as part of 
our partnership with Harvard Park Elementary, we are providing 
Easter meals for many of the families who attend Harvard Park 
who, without our support, would not be able to enjoy a festive 
meal. Our goal is to provide 130 families with this meal. Each 
family will receive an Easter Ham, Potatoes, Vegetables, and 
Bread. For $22, you can help provide a meal for these families. 
There will be donation forms in the Messengers, as well as on 
the Welcome Centers in the PLC Lobby and in the Narthex.

Many thanks as we continue strengthening our 
partnerships with our local schools.

Harvard Park Hams
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STEWARDSHIP

Board and Vision Team Retreat that was held on 
Saturday, February 3 at Villa Maria Retreat Center on 
Lake Springfield. Kristin Wiersma, our consultant with 
Kairos and Associates, reminded us over and over and 
over again that “It’s about the WHY! And, the WHY is 
growing in relationship with Christ, with each other, 
and with our community!” This is WHY we are in the 
middle of a three-year capital campaign! This is WHY 
we are about to break ground on a building renovation 
and addition! This is WHY we continue to grow our staff 

Remembering 
the “Why!” Written by Pastor Greg Busboom

STEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIP
Remembering Remembering 

“Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot 
and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard the eunuch 
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you under-
stand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, 
unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to 
get in and sit beside him” (Acts 8:29-31).

It’s not about the building! It’s not about being the biggest 
or the best! And, it’s certainly not about the money! These 
important reminders kicked off our St. John’s Leadership 
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STEWARDSHIP

to meet the needs of our growing 
congregation! It’s the WHY!

Three questions guided participants 
through the day. First, how can we 
grow in welcoming one another 
at St. John’s? Second, how can we 
grow in engaging one another in 
ministry at St. John’s? And, third, 
how can we grow in grace-filled 
generosity at St. John’s? The answer 
to all three of these questions seems 
to be “Relationship! Relationship! 
Relationship!”

In order to welcome one another, 
we need to create spaces, both 
physical spaces and relational 
spaces, for authentic relationships 
with one another and for making 
real connections with one another. 
In order to engage one another 
in ministry, we need to guide one 
another in finding our way into 
ministries that engage our unique 
giftedness and that make a real 
difference in the world around us. 
And, in order to grow in grace-filled 
generosity, we need to welcome 
one another into our congregation’s 
mission to be and make disciples of 
Christ, in response to God’s grace!

Leaders identified five key 
components of growing in 
relationship with one another.

First, we must INVITE others. We 
must invite our friends and family 
members, our neighbors and co-
workers, the parents on our kids’ 
sports teams and the folks with 
which we golf or play bridge. We 
must create a culture of invitation at 
St. John’s in which we are constantly 
extending the invitation to others to 
come and see what God is doing in 
this place.

Second, we must LISTEN. Once 
people come, we must listen to 
them—listening to their stories, 
listening to their hurts and their 
joys, listening to how God is at work 

in their lives and to how they want 
to grow in relationship. Listening 
to others means setting our own 
agendas aside for the sake of 
listening deeply to where others 
are in their journey of faith and how 
we can best engage in relationship 
with them.

Third, we must CONNECT. We 
must find ways to connect with 
new people when they enter our 
community. We must learn what 
their unique God-given gifts are 
and then help them find ways to 
use those gifts in ministry. We must 
make room within our existing 
ministries for new people to share 
their gifts and we must create 
new ministries that meet the ever-
growing needs of those both inside 
and outside our congregation.

Fourth, we must SUPPORT and 
ENCOURAGE. Once people 
are connected in ministry, we 
must find ways to support and 
encourage them rather than 
just letting them either sink 
or swim. We must learn how 
to walk along new disciples 
as they grow in ministry and 
in leadership, cheering them 
on when they succeed and 
encouraging them when they 
struggle.

Fifth, we must CHALLENGE one 
another to grow in faith and 
discipleship to Christ. Discipleship 
is a life-long journey and doesn’t 
end once someone has become 
a member of the church. We must 
continue to find ways to encourage 
deep and meaningful growth in 
relationship through each of life’s 
various stages.

Remembering the WHY! WHY are 
we giving to St. John’s? To grow 
relationships! WHY are we preparing 
to build? To grow relationships! 
WHY are we growing our staff and 
ministry? To grow relationships! In 

the words of our congregation’s 
Vision Statement, adopted in 
2014, “St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church is called to grow 
in meaningful relationship with 
Christ, with each other, and with the 
community as we are gathered in 
worship, equipped for discipleship, 
and sent to care.”

It’s not about the building! It’s not 
about being the biggest or the 
best! And, it’s certainly not about 
the money! It’s about the WHY! 
Come and join us in growing in 
relationship with Christ, with each 
other, and with the community!

Written by Pastor Greg Busboom
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The BE BOLD Campaign that kicked-off on June 1, 
2017 is all about growing in HOSPITALITY as we 
live out our congregation’s mission to be and make 
disciples of Christ in response to God’s grace!

Because of your BOLD generosity, this coming 
summer we will break ground on a $1.389 million 
renovation and construction project that will 
grow our congregation’s HOSPITALITY with one 
another, with our community, and with the world! 
The project includes a complete renovation of the 
narthex (the main entrance into the church) and 
existing office areas to make them more welcoming 
to our guests and to provide open spaces for 
conversation and growing in relationships with 
one another. In addition, we will be adding six new 
offices for our growing ministry staff, as well as 
a new choir room adjacent to the sanctuary. This 
new choir room will free up our existing choir room 
to become a new youth room adjacent to the Parish 
Life Center and will free up our existing youth room 
to become two much-needed additional Sunday 
School classrooms.

Our Property Ministry Team, under the leadership 
of St. John’s disciple Mark Books, is working closely 
with architect Tom Hyde as construction drawings 
are being completed. In addition, the Property 
Ministry Team has appointed a Building Task Force 
comprised of Mark Books (Chair), Dennis Bomke, 
Pastor Busboom, Aimee Johnson, Matt Mueller, 
and Jennifer Read to help with the many details 
involved in the project. 

What an exciting time to be part of St. John’s as 
we grow in discipleship, grow in mission, grow in 
ministry, and grow in HOSPITALITY, all in service 
to the good news of Jesus! Thank you for your 
ongoing prayer, faith, and generosity as we move 
ever closer to breaking new ground!

Amount Pledged through May 31, 2020 
 $ 1,519,507
Amount Received as of January 31, 2018 
 $ 896,718

The WHY Behind the 
BE BOLD Campaign

�When they had prayed� the place in which they were gathered 

together was shaken� and they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and spoke the word of God with BOLDNESS� �Acts 4:31��
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The WHY Behind the 
BE BOLD Campaign

What Difference Does My Giving Make?

Rest assured! Your giving to the General Operating Fund at St. John’s makes a HUGE 
difference! One of the many, many ministries supported through your generosity is 
our Children and Family Ministry. Did you know that $13,525 of this year’s General 
Operating Fund goes directly to funding the Children and Family Ministries of this 
congregation including Sunday School, our Stepping Stones Ministries, our Children 
and Family Special Events (eg. Lego Races), Vacation Bible School, Nursery Supplies, 
and Outreach to our Preschool Families? In addition, your giving to the General 
Operating Fund at St. John’s makes it possible to pay the salary and benefits for our 
Full-Time Director of Children and Family Ministries! Sharing the love of Jesus with 
the children of St. John’s and their families is one of our top priorities! Your giving 
makes it possible! THANK YOU!!!

Now the whole group of those who 

believed were of one heart and 

soul� and no one claimed private 

ownership of any possessions� but 

everything they owned was held 

in common� With great power the 

apostles gave their testimony to 

the resurrection of the Lord Jesus� 

and great grace was upon them all� 

�    Acts 4:32-33��

Financial Snapshot

General Operating Fund
 As of January 31, 2018

Income:  $ 108,076.14
Expenses:  $    83,441.25
Ahead/(Behind): $    24,634.89

Remaining Balance on Existing Mortgage 

   $ 1,112,568.69



34March 2018

It is socially acceptable 
to say that we can’t do 
something because we 
are too busy. It is harder 
to say “I’m too depressed,” 
or “My balance isn’t as 
good as it used to be.” 
The truth is that we 
are all “too” something: 
inexperienced, old, tired, 
young, shy, loud ... None 
of us is meant to be 

completely self-sufficient. That is why God 
gives us other people.

A great Biblical example of this is when 
Moses tries to tell God that he, Moses, isn’t 
qualified to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 
In Exodus 4:10-12 he says, “‘O my Lord, I 
have never been eloquent, neither in the 
past nor even now that you have spoken to 
your servant; but I am slow of speech and 
slow of tongue.’ Then the Lord said to him, 
‘Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes 
them mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not 
I, the Lord? Now go, and I will be with your 
mouth and teach you what you are to speak.’” 

When Moses complains further, God brings 
in Aaron to “serve as a mouth” for Moses 
and help him. By Exodus 32:11-14, when 
the Israelites worship a golden calf, Moses’ 
speaking skill has grown so much that he 
is able to convince God not to destroy the 
Israelites in punishment.

One of my seminary colleagues says that 
she was never able to read Scripture in 
church, until she followed her call to 
ordained ministry. She needed to begin with 
obedience, rather than with confidence 
or skill. Because we are people of faith, we 
follow God rather than our own abilities. We 
trust that the one who created us and loves 
us beyond comprehension will give us what 
we need, including people to help us, to do 
God’s work. None of us is qualified. All of us 
are called.

To connect with God’s work at St. John’s or in 
the community, contact Director of Spiritual 
Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter 
at 793-3933 x217 or ksschurter@stjohns-
springfield.org

Some 
excuses 

are 
easier to 

make than 
others.

Written by Kristen Schmid Schurter
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Flower Bed 
Gardening Team

Ministry Team 
Leader Thank 

You Lunch

Share your
gifts locally

Spiritual 
Gifts Class

Our church landscaping provides a beautiful welcome to 
everyone who comes to St. John’s. The Flower Bed ministry 
team, led by Lyle Wind, needs several gardeners to plant 
and maintain the beds throughout the growing season; 
approximately 30 minutes to an hour every week to 10 days, 
June-October. For more information, contact Director of 
Spiritual Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter at 793.3933, 
x217 or ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org.

Team leaders play a vital role in how we live out God’s mission 
in and through St. John’s. They “equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ,” (Ephesians 4:12). 
Please come enjoy a lunch in your honor from 11:45 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. in the Parish Life Center on Sunday, April 15, 2018! We 
will enjoy a time of fellowship and creative collaboration. RSVP 
to Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter 
at 793-3933 x217 or ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org.

Share your gifts and resources locally as an individual, family 
or group. Use the Get Connected tool: http://volunteer.
springfieldunitedway.org You can find out about upcoming 
events, donation needs and service opportunities, filtered by 
categories such as family friendly, wheelchair accessible or 
outdoors. You can search according to service preferences 
like advocacy, clerical or hands-on, or by causes like the 
environment, housing or disaster response. You can also learn 
more about local organizations.

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 
another with whatever gift each of you has received” - 1 Peter 

4:10

Come enjoy a good meal and conversation as we learn about 
the ways we are all created to do God’s work, during a Spiritual 
Gifts class in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR) from 5:00 - 7:00 
p.m. on Sunday, March 18. Childcare is provided. Please rsvp 
to Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter 
at 793-3933 x217 or ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org.
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