
The following is a secondary appendix to paper "Whose Death Matters: A Quantitative Analysis 
of Media Attention to Deaths of Black Americans in Police Confrontations, 2013-2016". 

Appendix 2: 
Readers may wonder if differences we observed before and after the death of Michael Brown 

are attributable primarily to media coverage of a small number of people whose deaths received 

substantial media and advocacy attention, including Sandra Bland, Walter Scott, Freddie Gray, 

and Tamir E. Rice. In this view, news media and social media attention might be so infrequently 

allocated to police violence that the attention afforded a small number of deaths might introduce 

substantial leverage into our models. To ask this secondary question, we have conducted a set 

of exploratory, follow-up analyses that revisit the paper's main questions using datasets that 

have removed these four people. 

H1A: The Chance of News Coverage 

For a follow-up analysis on the chance of news coverage (H1A), we omit four observations for 

people who received especially substantial coverage. In this model, as with our main model, we 

continue to find a large, statistically-significance increase after the death of Michael Brown in the 

chance of a death being covered by at least one news article (p=.00004) (Figure A1, Table A1). 
 

 
Figure A1: Using a logistic regression, we find that in the period after Michael Brown’s death, 
an unarmed Black person killed by the police had a 24.7 percentage point greater chance of 
having at least one article published about them, among less well known deaths. 
 

  

 Chance of Coverage 

After Brown’s Death 0.992*** 



 (0.242) 

Age -0.010 

 (0.010) 

Gender (Male) 0.001 

 (0.452) 

ln Population 0.108* 

 (0.055) 

Intercept -1.396 

 (0.866) 

AIC  441.953  

BIC  460.933  

Log Likelihood -215.976  

Deviance 431.953 

Num. obs. 329 

***p < 0.001, **p < 0.01, *p < 0.05 

Table A1 : Using a logistic regression, we find that in the period after Michael Brown’s death, an 
unarmed Black person killed by the police had a 24.7 percentage point greater chance of having 
at least one article published about them, among less well known deaths. 
 

H1B: The Rate of News Articles 

For a follow-up analysis on the rate of news articles (H1B), we omit four observations for people 

who received especially substantial coverage. In this model, as with our main model, we 

continue to find an increase and decline in coverage over time (Table A2, Figure A2). 
 



 
Figure A2: In a negative binomial model estimating the number of news stories in the two weeks 
after a death, we find a rise and decline in the incidence rate of stories about people killed from 
2013 through mid-2016, among less well known deaths. 
 

 Number of Stories 

Age -0.023** 

 (0.012) 

Gender (Male) -0.218 

 (0.517) 

ln Population 0.390*** 

 (0.063) 

Day 0.009*** 

 (0.002) 

Day2 -0.000*** 

 (0.000) 

Intercept -4.161*** 

 (1.146) 

AIC 1868.10 

BIC 1894.68 



Log Likelihood -927.05 

Num. obs. 329 

***p < 0.001, **p < 0.01, *p < 0.05 

Table A2 : In a negative binomial model estimating the number of news stories in the two weeks 
after a death, we find a rise and decline in the incidence rate of stories about people killed from 
2013 through mid-2016, among less well known deaths. 
 

H2A: The Chance of a Story Mentioning Another Victim 

For a follow-up analysis on the chance of a story mentioning at least one other unarmed black 

person killed by the police (H2A), we conducted our analysis with the subset of 4,760 stories 

about less well known figures. In this model, as in the main model, observe a substantial 

increase in the chance of a story mentioning at least one other victim (Table A3, Figure A3). 
 

 

 
Figure A3: Using a logistic regression, we find that in the period after Michael Brown’s death, 
an article about an unarmed Black person killed by the police had a 12.7 percentage point 
greater chance of mentioning one other victim, among less well known deaths. 
 

  

 Chance of Including Another Victim 



After Brown’s Death 2.733*** 

 (0.237) 

Age -0.070*** 

 (0.005) 

Gender (Male) 0.590* 

 (0.238) 

ln Population 0.414*** 

 (0.030) 

Intercept -7.778*** 

 (0.556) 

AIC 4348.136 

BIC 4380.476 

Log Likelihood -2169.068 

Deviance 4338.136 

Num. obs. 4760 

***p < 0.001, **p < 0.01, *p < 0.05 

Table A3 :  Using a logistic regression, we find that in the period after Michael Brown’s death, 
an article about an unarmed Black person killed by the police had a 12.7 percentage point 
greater chance of mentioning one other victim, among less well known deaths. 
 

H2B: The Rate of Stories Mentioning Other Victims 

For a follow-up analysis of the number of sentences that mention other unarmed black people 

killed by the police (H2B), we omitted articles where the most recently killed person mentioned 

in the story was one of the four notable figures excluded in this set. The resulting dataset 

includes 4,760 stories. This reduced dataset has near complete separation for the covariates 

included in the negative binomial model specified for H2B. To address the characteristics of this 

altered dataset, we fit a simplified model without exponential interactions, as follows: 
 



 
 

With this simplified model, we observe similar relationships to those observed in our main 

analysis: among less well known people, the incidence rate of stories mentioning of other 

unarmed black people killed by the police increased after the death of Michael Brown and 

declined over time (p=0.035) (Table A4, Figure A4). 
 

 
Figure A4: Estimated incidence rate of mentions of other victims for a prototypical person of 
median age, regional population, and number of stories. In a negative binomial model, we find 
that in the period after Michael Brown’s death, an article about an unarmed Black person killed 
by the police mentioned a greater number of other victims on average (p=0.035), among articles 
published soon after the deaths of a subset of victims whose deaths received less media coverage. 
 

  

 Chance of Including Another Victim 

After Brown’s Death 2.87* 

 (10.57) 

Age -0.05 *** 

 (0.00) 

Gender (Male) 0.23 



 (0.21) 

ln Population 0.32*** 

 (0.02) 

Story Day 0.03 

 (0.02) 

After Brown x Story Day  -0.03 

 (0.02) 

Intercept -22.34* 

 (10.61) 

AIC 6987.14 

BIC 7038.88 

Log Likelihood -3485.57 

Deviance 2900.92 

Num. obs. 4760 

***p < 0.001, **p < 0.01, *p < 0.05 

Table A4 :  Using a negative binomial model, we find that in the period after Michael Brown’s 
death, an article about an unarmed Black person killed by the police mentioned a greater 
number of other victims on average, among a subset of victims whose deaths received less media 
coverage. 

H3: The Rate of Facebook Likes and Shares 

For a follow-up analysis on the rate of Facebook likes and shares (H3), we conducted our 

analysis with the subset of 184 less well known figures. In this model, as with our main model, 

we observe an increase in the incidence rate of total Facebook shares and likes, adjusting for 

the number of articles (Table A3, Figure A3). 
 



  
 

Figure A5: Estimated incidence rate of Facebook Shares and Likes for a prototypical person of 
median age, regional population, and number of stories, among stories about lesser known 
deaths. Upper confidence intervals are truncated for readability.  
 

 Rate of 
 Facebook 
Shares & Likes 

After Brown’s Death -0.038 

 (0.609) 

Age 0.026 

 (0.014) 

Gender (Male) 0.966 

 (0.612) 

ln Population 0.063 

 (0.074) 

Day of Death 0.012*** 

 (0.004) 

Day of Death 2 -0.000** 

 (0.000) 



Days Before Sampling Facebook 0.006** 

 (0.002) 

ln Num Stories 1.694*** 

 (0.103) 

Intercept -6.603* 

 (3.120) 

AIC 2785.203 

BIC 2817.353 

Log Likelihood -1382.602 

Deviance 231.341 

Num. obs. 184 

***p < 0.001, **p < 0.01, *p < 0.05 
Table A5 : Negative binomial model estimating the incidence rate of Facebook Likes and Shares 
received by articles about an unarmed black person killed by the police from 2013 through 
mid-2016, among lesser known deaths. 


