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I would sincerely like to thank all of those who attended and
supported our June show at Shartlesville. We had a great
turnout and a fun weekend. We fought back against the
sudden high temperatures with multiple fans to help keep air
flow going and it was a great weekend and show. If anyone
has any feedback (things they liked, what we can change or
improve..) please contact myself or any of our board members
with your input
Our next show will be the second challenger series at Open
Gate on July 19th - start time TBA (depending on
temperature). Then I wish for a milder summer than the last
few we have had and hope that all of you get to enjoy your
summer; maybe take a trip with your horses.

Happy riding,, Andy

215-643-4285
karla@buckscountysaddlery.com

Board Members:
Destini Benson
Shelly Casciato
610-827-93.42

Joe Costa
John Costa
610-823-0038

Robin McNichol
908-334-7565

Karlene Minnich
610-703-1693

Jon Munly

Please email your newsletter submission to Joanne Thayer or Pankey Nelson

215-219-6800

Original pictures and graphics only. Letters to the Editor must be signed, non-slanderous,
and in good taste. PCHA reserves the right to edit submissions.

Bill Stein
570-428-2765

pankeysplace@gmail.com or joanne.thayer@gmail.com
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Green Lane Park
A lovely place to spend some time
Green Lane Park is Montgomery County’s largest
County Park, at approximately 3,400 acres. The
variety of landscape includes rolling hills, forested
uplands, open meadows, wetlands and three bodies
of water - Green Lane Reservoir, Deep Creek Lake
and Knight Lake.

2144 Snyder Rd, Green Lane, PA 18054

Bucks County Horse Park
A unique facility dedicated to the preservation of a
natural environment for amateur equestrian
pursuits. We provide a variety of competitions and
trail riding for all ages and all disciplines of riding.
We are a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation that funds
and manages the Park for the Bucks County Parks
and Recreation Department.
Day Pass or Membership required.
8934 Easton Road, Revere, PA 18953

Horse destinations: 15 of the best places for equine fans
By Darley Newman for CNN, 2014
Ok, I’ll admit, many of us will never get to most of the places in this article! Locations include Botswana,
Chile, Ireland, Iceland, and more. But the list also included:
#8: Bryce Canyon National Park, Utah (you must make reservations)
#12: Banff National Park, Alberta, Canada

More Equine Camping Opportunities
Artillery Ridge Campground & Gettysburg Park
Bring your own horse to enjoy the fun. Experience the battle of Gettysburg on horseback and get a
taste of history! Bring your own horse or mule for this unique opportunity to see the battlefield from
an entirely new perspective. 610 Taneytown Road, Gettysburg, PA. 717-334-1288
artilleryridge@comcast.net
Big Ridge Campgrounds, Inc.
Open May to October, adjoining Lost River State Park. Camping with Horses available. Scenic Views
from Lookout (elevation 3200 ft). Horseback Riding ~ Hiking Trails. Private Wooded Sites ~
Bathhouse ~ Hot Showers ~ Electric Hookups ~ Dump Station ~ Swimming within walking distance ~
Fishing Nearby. 6446 Dove Hollow Road, Mathias, WV 26812 bigridgecamp@hardynet.com
CAMP SMOGR - SixMilesofGravelRoad, Tioga State Forest
A beautiful setting deep in the forest of northern Pennsylvania. The road is well maintained and the
camp perfectly planned for your Horse Camping vacation. Easy access for up to a group of 8 camper
units can have the grounds to themselves. There is also a fully-furnished, heated cabin available with
two bedrooms and a full bath. For the horses, four shady and dry paddocks provide a restful home after
a day of exploring the fabulous trails. 43 Coyote Ridge Rd. Gaines Twp.
Westfield, PA 16950 Lila Weaver home 570-724-3444 smogrlila@yahoo.com
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I found too many interesting
things this month!
Please let me know if there’s
something you want more
information on in a future issue!

Positive long-term colic surgery
results for horses
Date: March 2, 2017
Source: Morris Animal Foundation via
sciencedaily.com
Many horse owners and equine veterinarians find
themselves facing a difficult decision when it comes to
treating a horse surgically for colic, with concerns
including postoperative performance and expense.
Now, a recently published study shows that colic
surgery results in overwhelmingly positive outcomes for
both horses and owners.

Can airborne viruses survive in
water?
Date: April 21, 2017
Source: Forschungsverbund Berlin e.V. (FVB)

A new study challenges the tenet that herpes viruses, like
most enveloped viruses, are relatively unstable outside
their host. Under a variety of conditions equine
herpesvirus remained stable and infectious over a three
week period. This suggests that untreated water could be
a source of infection by some herpesviruses. The results
are reported in the scientific journal Scientific Reports.

Genetic risk factor for
equine eye cancer identified
Date: May 25, 2017
Source: University of California - Davis
via sciencedaily.com

Squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) is the most common
cancer found in equine eyes and the second most
common tumor of the horse overall. Thanks to a
recent genetic study led by UC Davis, horse owners
can now identify horses at risk for ocular SCC and
make informed breeding decisions.

Test tube foal from vitrified
immature oocyte
Date: May 17, 2017
Source: Ghent University via sciencedaily.com

On the 12th of May 2017, a stallion named VICSI was
born in Belgium. The foal was named after two crucial
techniques that have been used to achieve this:
vitrification and ICSI.
Vitrification is a cryopreservation method during which
oocytes are cooled very rapidly, resulting in the
formation of a glass-like structure and avoiding the
formation of ice crystals which can damage the oocyte.
For ICSI or intracytoplasmic sperm injection,
micromanipulation is used to inject a sperm cell into an
oocyte. Oocytes are much more sensitive to low
temperatures than embryos. Therefore, this report on
oocyte vitrification means an important breakthrough
in the field of assisted reproduction in the horse.
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Part Four of our first series this year deals with the pressures of cutting.
The events stress a horse, physically. Owners can help with this through
preparation: training ahead of time, utilizing appropriate equipment, and
warming up well for the event. Original article by Charlene Strickland
for TheHorse.com dated October 1, 2001. We will be sharing portions of
this article for the next couple of months.
Cutting Pressures
Cattle events do, however, stress a horse, as he must put forth maximum effort to block the escape of a cow. The horse
has to win over every cow he cuts, and in competition he cuts two or three different cows in a 2 1/2-minute period.
Owners bring a horse to fitness through walking, trotting, and loping, developing his abdominal muscles so he can
round his back in the stop.
Fitness is also a big focus just before an event--warm-up is key. Trainers warm up horses for quite a while prior to a
cutting event--as much as two hours of jogging and loping while waiting for their number to be called.
Along with fitness, leg protection is essential. Cutting horses wear protective boots on all four legs. Splint boots,
combination skid and splint boots, or sports medicine boots guard the horse from overreaching in turns and burning
the fetlocks in the stop. Boots also provide some support.
In the cutting horse, unsoundness appears mostly in hocks and stifles. "The cutting horse's stop is not complete when
he initiates the turn and starts to drive out to maintain his position to the cow," says Black. "It's probably one of the
most athletic endeavors a horse does. That's why he is subject to injuries of the hind limbs." However, Black adds that
most competitors do not suffer from unsoundness.
"Cutting horses have a higher incidence of hind leg to foreleg lameness when compared to equines that work at
speed," says H.A. "Bud" Smith, DVM, of Bren-ham, Texas. "The enormous torque placed on the hind limbs generated by
sudden stops and violent turns predisposes these horses to lameness of the hind limb."
Smith names bilateral distal tarsitis as very common in the cutting horse, while young horses develop synovitis in the
hocks. "In the older horse, degenerative joint disease is a common cause of distal tarsal discomfort.
"Cutting horses have two kinds of hocks--those that hurt, and those that are about to hurt," Smith continues. " Cases of
tarsitis are managed with a combination of rest, intra-articular anti-inflammatories and systemic nonsteroidal antiinflammatories."
The cutting horse has to "hold the ground" when he stops, and a horse in pain doesn't crouch as low as he can. He
might not then be able to explode into the turn as quickly, and can lose the cow by not being in position.
Smith notes that unsoundness might not be apparent except when
the horse performs in the arena. The practitioner might not be able
to detect lameness by observing a horse in-hand or on the longe
line. He describes signs of affected turns and stops. "Sore stifles can
cause a horse not to stop or to stop on his front end, making him
hard to ride. Horses with discomfort in either hocks or stifles will
round their turns."
Black observes that the stress from pushing out of the stop shows
up in a horse's performance. "Often we find that if a horse doesn't
do well coming out of a turn to the left, it will be the right hind leg
that's bothering him."
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Foreleg lameness isn't as common in cutting horses. Smith says that
pain in the forelegs doesn't seem to affect a cutter's performance as
much as the same intensity of pain in a hind leg. He explains, "Just
about all described foreleg problems also occur in cutting horses, but I
see very little instance of the catastrophic fetlock and flexor tendon
injuries common to speed horses."
He mentions feet as a limiting factor. "Our breed selection has
resulted in a horse with a smaller than optimum size of foot. As these
small feet are shod close behind, the heels will quickly run under." In consequence, the horse can develop problems in
the lower limb joints, such as suspensory desmitis (sprain of the suspensory ligament).
About back problems, Smith says, "Most of the back pain I see in cutting horses is secondary to the rider, tack, or some
pre-existing hind leg lameness. It will improve once the cause is removed."
Like other equine athletes, cutting horses benefit from newer health care products. "Thanks to the new generation of
health aids and pharmaceuticals, we are able to put these horses on maintenance programs to help prevent injuries,"
Black says. "We believe that some newer products have tremendous benefit for the 3-year-old futurity horse. Some of
the newer nutraceutical products can have the same beneficial effects to protect joints."
Clay Stubbs, DVM, Johnson City, Texas, treats cutting horses in his practice. He specializes in equine dentistry and cites
oral pain as a detriment to the well-trained horse. "The cutting horse has to twist, turn, stop, start, and lunge forward.
He sticks his nose out when he lunges, and there's a lot of movement, a lot of flexion. He can't help but move his
tongue around his teeth, especially at the base of the tongue."
Stubbs has noticed that preparing the back teeth of
performance horses-- especially removing hooks on
the third molars--makes a noticeable difference in
the horse's attitude. "If a horse at one time
performed in the arena, and he doesn't now, it's not
always hock pain that causes him to not perform up
to his potential. We have fixed horses by fixing their
teeth."
For that smooth run under the judge's eye, the
cutting horse displays style and control. He displays
enthusiasm and intensity as each cow "hooks up"
with him. Through mental power and athletic fitness,
he perpetuates the ancient conflict between horse
and cow.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Award-winning writer Charlene
Strickland lives in Bosque Farms, N.M. She has published 8
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It occurs to me that
perhaps some of our members
own cattle, and may like
to see medical info on cattle.
Please tell Joanne if you would
like to see more cattle articles.

Investigational vaccine
protects cattle from
respiratory syncytial virus
Study provides model for developing an
effective human RSV vaccine
Date: March 10, 2017
Source: NIH/National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases
A novel vaccine protected cattle from respiratory
syncytial virus (RSV) infection. The version of RSV
that naturally infects cattle is closely related to
human RSV, so the results suggest that a similar
human RSV vaccine construct may provide
protection in humans, according to the study
authors.

On-the-range detection
technology could corral bovine
TB
Date: April 12, 2017
Source: Los Alamos National Laboratory
via sciencedaily.com
A research breakthrough allowing the first direct,
empirical, blood-based, cow-side test for diagnosing
bovine tuberculosis (TB) could spare ranchers and the
agriculture industry from costly quarantines and the
mass slaughter of animals infected with this easily
spread disease.

New test detects early stage of wasting disease in cattle
Date: March 20, 2017
Source: National Institute for Mathematical and Biological Synthesis (NIMBioS) via sciencedaily.com
Researchers have identified a more sensitive test for detecting the early stages of paratuberculosis, a fatal disease
that plagues dairy herds and causes an estimated annual loss of up to $250 million to the US dairy industry.
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JC Cutting Horses

Every equine animal has a unique personality and disposition because of
this needs to be trained differently. This requires a special horse
trainer, with a wide range of experience and a wealth of knowledge.
Whether you want to train a young animal, or an older animal, or
yourself, you need expert guidance to effectively train your animal or
yourself.

July 9th

Open Gate Challenger Series
NCHA/PCHA affiliate approved

Sept 9-10th

PCHA
Mountain Springs, Shartlesville, PA

Sept 23-24th
W Va
Oct 21-22nd
Doswell Va
Sunday Nov 5th Open Gate Challenger Series
NCHA/PCHA affiliate approved

Quarter Horse Congress in Ohio

Quality education for horse and rider,
using classic training techniques
combined with alternative therapy.
Offering training in cutting, western
and English styles. Buckle shows held
on site.Some Medical Care is also
available: Critical and long term care
for injured animals and Rehabilitation
using oxygen therapy, cold laser
therapy and Bio Pulse therapy.
Join us for a visit to the farm and
watch equine athletes in action.

Boyertown, PA

484.467.3789

Sutliff Performance Horses

October 3-29

Cutting shows and Futurity Finals Oct 3-9
Mercuria NCHA World Series of Cutting
and Bridleless Cutting will be held Sunday, Oct 8
Foundation Gala on Oct 27
A professional training venue with
an atmosphere of camaraderie.
Offering
training,
showing,
lessons, sales, and farrier services.
From colt starting to finished show
horses, we can provide an
important foundation for all your
performance horse needs from
cutters to dressage horses.
New Ringgold, PA 484.955.1881
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1. Deep Cut Each horse is required to enter the herd sufficiently deep enough to
show its ability to make a cut. Failure to do so will result in a 3 point penalty.
2. Drive Cow Forward When a cow is cut from the herd, it is desirable to be driven
toward the center of the area away from the herd. Credit will be given.
3. Loose Rein Ride with a loose rein during the entire performance. A 1 point
penalty will be given for each cow that is worked with a rein that is tight enough
to bump the bit during the performance.
4. Middle Third Credit will be earned for setting up a cow and working it in the
middle of the arena.
5. Disturbance The following disturbances during the 2 1/2 minutes gets penalized:
a. Noise directed towards cattle will be penalized 1 point
b. “Flush” aka scattering of the herd will be penalized 3 points
6. Back Fence A 3 point penalty will be assessed when the back fence stops or turns the cow.
7. An automatic score of 60 will be awarded for any horse that “turns tail” - a horse that turns away from the cow
while being worked.
8. Visual Cues while working:
a. A horse will be penalized 1 point each time the reins are used to
control or direct the horse.
b. A 1 point penalty will be given each time a toe, foot or stirrup
hits the horse’s shoulder
c. A penalty of 3 points will be given for each time a spurs touch
the shoulders.

PCHA Newsletter June 2017 page 11

In This Issue
Places to visit with your horse
Equine Health Notes
Focus on Discipline: Cutting Pressures
Bovine Health Notes
Upcoming Events
June Show Results
NCHA Rules & definitions

PCHA
Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association
Visit us on the web at

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Dave Phillips
Jack Werner
Joanne Thayer
Eric Schmoyer

July 9th Open Gate Challenger Series
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PCHA: Pennsylvania Cutting Horse Association
2245 Mill Pond Road
Quakertown, Pennsylvania 18951

www.pchacutting.com
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