First Edition
The Newsletter of First Lutheran Church

September 2017
Issue Number: 161 Issued: Monthly

September Worship
Sunday, September 3
Labor Day / Backpacker’s Blessing
Holy Communion
8:30 am - Altar Rail
10:00 am - Processional

Sunday, September 10
Rally Day
8:30 am - Traditional
10:00 am - Celebration

Sunday, September 17
First Kids Sing
Sunday School Blessing
Intinction Holy Communion
8:30 am - Traditional
10:00 am - Celebration

Sunday, September 24
Confirmation Blessing
8:30 am - Traditional
10:00 am - Celebration
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O sing to the LORD
a new song,
for he has done
marvelous things.
Psalm 98:1

Special Summer Services...

Jacobson’s Visit

Pastor Halom’s 50th
Hallelujah Hop

FLC Choir Is Starting
Do you like to sing? Have you thought
that someday you would like to sing in the
choir? Well, now is a great time to join the
FLC Choir. All you need is the desire to
sing with a very dedicated group of people
who like to sing.
The FLC Choir practices in the vocal
choir room at 7:30 pm on Wednesday
nights starting on September 6 and sings
a variety of music from classical to
traditional to contemporary Christian. The
group sings at the 8:30 service for most
of the Sundays during the school year and
occasionally for special services.
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Contact Mary Nelson (873-9843), the FLC
office or the pastors if you are interested.
It is helpful to
know that
you are
coming so
a music
folder can
be prepared.

At its August Meeting, FLC’s Council:
I’m back from Sabbatical! I am
so thankful for the time to learn
new things, to experiment with new
ideas, to talk to new people and
to reset my mind, body and spirit.
On sabbatical I had a chance to
worship at different churches and
meet new people. One thing I was
always aware of was how welcome I was in
whatever community of faith I was visiting.
Many churches had people serving as a welcome
committee. Their job was to greet people and help
them get acclimated to their church. In addition
to a general welcome they would ask very
welcoming and purposeful questions. “Have you
ever been to our church before?” “Do you have a
church home?” If the reply was affirmative then
they would ask where and what I was used to.
This helped them prepare me for their worship
service. They would tell me about their band, offer
me ear plugs, tell me about the offering and where
to sit. They also shared their faith and church
experience. It was quick but very helpful! These
discussions prior to the service helped me feel
less intimidated by the space and the community.
I was welcomed.
I also had the opposite experience. I went to a
church and arrived early. There was no one to
greet me. I went into the sanctuary and picked a
seat where I could see. I began to peruse their 15
page bulletin to see if I could figure out what to do.
It was very confusing. As people came in no one
said hello to me although they said hello to each
other. A family came and sat in the same pew as
me. I smiled and said hello. The lady closest to me
didn’t say anything. She put her purse down
between she and I turned her back and began
talking to all her friends about different medical
procedures they had had. I figure I was in her
pew. I left the church after worship without a single
person saying hello. I was excluded.


















Learned that the tuck-pointing and cleaning
of the church was completed.
Approved a waiver form for Love Stoughton
Area volunteers.
Celebrated the success of the
Follow Your Heart appeal.
Total Initial Gifts, 3 Year
Promises and Matching
Funds exceeded $300,000!
Learned that FLC member and retired doctor
Bob Dent volunteered to make hospital calls.
Approved a recommendation from FLC’s
clergy to offer try a Thanksgiving Eve Service
and Pie Fest on Wednesday, November 22,
at 7:00 pm.
Approved Bookkeeper Katie Ford and
Fellowship Assistant Jean Horneck as
permanent part-time employees of FLC.
Gave permission to give away unused
glassware and kitchen items to members
through September 3.
Learned that the pastors are interested in
trying a Cell Phone Sunday where members
could text questions or feedback related to a
sermon and the preacher would provide
answers or comments during the service.
Approved an increase in Custodian Jim
Petrie’s hours so that he could assume
most of the responsibilities of Custodian Stuart
Johnson who resigned.
Learned that ads were placed in several
locations to seek a new Celebration Musician
to replace Maria England who moved to
Arizona.

Jesus calls us to share his love with others.
Having a welcoming and open spirit to others can
make all the difference in whether or not they can
hear the message of Jesus. What little steps can
you take to be open to sharing Jesus love with
others? An important question as we seek to
reach others for God.
Pastor Sara
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Sharing and Caring
Special Prayers for…

Congratulations to…

Michael Danganan, nephew of Kathy Lyons
Jacob Denzer
Byers Family, sister (and family) of Leland
Anderson
Gail Gennrich, father of Scott Gennrich
Erin Goldade, friend of the Case family
Megan Helf, granddaughter of Ruth Pundt
Ben Moll
Joy & Lowell Pals, friends of Sue Tarpinian
Vern Pieper
Natasha Radecke, sister of Chad Radecke
Pastor John Shep
Cullen Steele, grandson of Naomi and Ron
Steele
Barb Stokstad
Phyllis Wendt, sister of Ken Kluever

James Potter and Katherine Fox on the recent
baptism of their son, Barrett Peter James
Potter.

Known to have been hospitalized…
Eugene Bjoin
Daniel Bjordahl
Doris Brietzman
Clarice Lyke
Sanda K. Lynch
Robert Quam
Naomi Shep
Harley Stokstad
Leonard Swingen
Have a prayer request or would
like your loved one to be listed in
this section of the newsletter?
Please contact the church office or
one of the pastors.

Our Sympathy to the family of…
Scott Vitale, friend of Karen Meiers

Did You Know…
that the set of Luther’s Works mentioned in
the introduction of our study text, By Heart,
is available in our First Lutheran Church
Library?
It took three decades to produce the 55
volumes, and we have them all! These
volumes contain many writings, prayers,
and sermons of Luther. You can find a
comfortable seat in our library to look
them over as well! Twenty-seven more
volumes are to be added to this set in
coming years. But we have a richness
of Luther’s thoughts and writings right now!
Additionally, we have many books and
DVDs about Luther’s life and work
available for check out.
Use your church library!
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There’s a comfortable seat waiting for you…

Small Group and Fellowship Ministries
Women’s
Circle News

Circle 17 meets Monday,

Soul Sisters

September 11 at 11:30 am at
Sunrise Family Restaurant.

Soul Sisters will meet on Monday, September 18
from 10 -11:45 a.m. in the Fireside room. We will
continue our study of the series
The Storm Inside and have a
focus on how God promises to
remove our fears and replace
them with joy as promised in
Psalm 23.

Circle 3 meets at 11:00 am
on Tuesday, September 12
at Pizza Hut. Jeanne Gilbertson
is the hostess.
Phoebe Circle meets on
Tuesday, September 12 at
7:00 pm at Laura Stokstad’s.

Book Club News
The Evening Book Club will meet
on Monday, October 9 at 7:15 pm in
the Library. The book to be
discussed is The Chilbury Ladies'
Choir by Jennifer Ryan.
The Selah (Daytime) Group has
changed their meeting day! They
now meet on the third Thursday
of each month at 10:00am at
Milestone Senior Living. This
month, on September 21, the
book discussion will be on
The Underground Girls of Kabul
by Jenny Nordberg.

River Food Pantry

New members and visitors are
always welcome.
.

Women’s Bible Study
The women’s Bible Study will meet on Monday,
September 25 at 7:00 pm to start a
new book study. The book they will
be using is The Case for Christ by
Lee Stobel.
If you are interested in joining the
discussion or need materials
please contact the office. If you
have any questions, please see
Pastor Sara.

Calling ALL FLC GOLFERS!!
Men’s Only Golf outings are scheduled for
Tuesday mornings:
September 12 at Door Creek Golf Resort in
Cottage Grove (10:00 am) and September 26 at
Evansville Golf Club in Evansville (10:00 am).
Men, Women and Family Golf outing is scheduled
for Tuesday evening, September 5, at Coachman’s
in Edgerton (5:30 pm).

Friday, Sept. 8 or Oct. 6
from 5:00-8:00 pm
(Leave church at 4:15 pm)

Please plan to join us for any of these outings
that work for you. It’s a time to join in on a bit of
fun and fellowship together.

YOU can help! Volunteer
your time. There is a group
of people going to work at
the River Food pantry. The group will assist in food
pantry distribution, children's area and serving meals.
Volunteers will carpool from Stoughton, or can meet
the group at 2201 Darwin Rd. Madison. This is a
great opportunity for older children, teens and of
course adults.

Please contact:
Chuck Geurink (cggeurink@charter.net, 345-4333)
or Rich Albright (albrightclannn@gmail.com,
215-6027) you have any questions or comments.
See you on the greens!

GAME ON!!

Check out the River Food Pantry website at
www.riverfoodpantry.org.
If you are interested in helping sign up in the
Information Center.
.
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Sign-up for the fall Series!
In recognition and preparation for the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation, we are beginning a church-wide series based on the
foundations of faith. By Heart: Conversations with Martin Luther’s
Small Catechism is an exploration of the summary of Christian
faith. Studying the words written by Martin Luther will give us a common language with which to talk about faith, engage scripture, and
make sense of our lives in the 21st Century.
The three focuses for this series are:
Scripture and Tradition
Luther’s Explanation of the scripture or Christian church doctrine
The Backstory of Luther’s own life and times
The September Topics are:
#1 – September 10 - The Story of the Small Catechism
#2 – September 17 - The Ten Commandments
#3 – September 24 - The Apostle’s Creed
Small groups are available on Sunday morning at 10:00 am,
Monday evening at 7:00 pm, Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm,
Tuesday nights every other week at 7:00 pm, Wednesday
afternoon at 1:00 pm, and Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm.
Sign up for a group and/or buy a book in the atrium!
The book for this series is a great history of the Lutheran
Church as well as the explanations of the foundations of faith!
Colored pictures, documents, maps, and Luther’s Small
Catechism make this a wonderful reference tool for the
Christian home as well. Discounted price of $12.00

Some thoughts and
a prayer for back to school
It’s busy! It’s back to school time! Grab the supplies. Get
the backpack. Remember the sporting gear. Make sure
you eat well. Get the schedule down and…REMEMBER
to include GOD!

Adopt A Highway
Saturday, September 30
from 8:00-10:00 am (or until done)
Help FLC clean up the highway and take
care of God’s creation! It’s easy and fun!
Everyone 11 years and older is
welcome to join in.
Sign up in the Information Center to help.
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Whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.
1 Corinthians 10:31
God of love and learning, you give us wisdom and
knowledge. As we return to school and the hustle
and bustle and routine help us to grow in all that is
good. Surround all those who teach and all who
learn, that working together we may use our
talents to follow your ways. Amen.
Families, remember that your students need your prayer,
worship and modeling of faith throughout their lives!

Anna
&Anna’s

SALT

Experiences
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Our church is having a Reformation 500 Bookstore!
Do you want to learn more about Martin Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity?
Do you want to reflect on the ongoing impact of the Reformation today?
Stop by our Reformation 500 Bookstore to shop for engaging books on the Reformation for readers of all
ages and interests! Save up to 50%, plus receive free shipping on all Bookstore titles.
Stop by the Atrium Display on Sundays, September 10, 17, and 24 to view the available titles!
Paid orders will be taken on these three Sundays and books will arrive in October. Celebrate the 500th
Reformation or buy a special Christmas gift for someone!
Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry of the ELCA. The books will
include bestselling biographies like Luther the Reformer as well as an atlas of the European Reformations,
a graphic novel for young readers, and many more. Check it out!

School Kits
The Social Ministry Committee will collect school items to be
shipped abroad via Lutheran World Relief. Extra items will be given
to the Stoughton Area School District to be used in local schools.
Items from the list below can be placed in the baskets in the Narthex
or upper atrium.
Please bring only the things on the list:

First Kids
Teacher/Helper Meeting
Please attend one of the
following times:

Sunday September 3
at 9:30 am or
Thursday September 7
at 6:30 pm

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper
approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with inches on one side and
centimeters on the other

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades








work well)
One box of 16 or 24 crayons
One pencil sharpener
Five unsharpened
#2 pencils with erasers;
secure together with a
rubber band
Five black or blue ballpoint
pens (no gel ink); secure
together with a rubber band
One 2½” eraser

SUBS NEEDED
We need you – but only once
in a while!
Our First Kids teachers are so
faithful that we only need subs
once in a while.
Could you be on our “call list”????
Please e-mail Erlene at
director.education@flcstoughton.com

or call 873-7761 to volunteer to
be a substitute for First Kids on
Sunday mornings.
Pick your time – 8:30 or 10:00 am
or volunteer for both!
We promise to not be too needy!
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First Kids Begins September 10!
Please register for First Kids as soon as possible! Forms are in the office, the atrium, & online.
We will focus this fall on our Memory Work and the foundations of the church through the study of
Martin Luther’s Small Catechism! We will have videos, singing, activities, Bible work, stories, and a
special sticker book to guide our learning. All children age 3 years — 6th grade should attend.
September 10th — The Story of Martin Luther through video segments and story books.
September 17th — The 10 Commandments — What they mean, how do we “do” them?
September 24th — The Apostle’s Creed — focusing on the trinity.
Memory work is available on the church website for your use at home.
A schedule and links to singing events for First Kids is also available on the website!

First Kids sing Jesus Loves Me on Sept. 17.

September 10th
following second service!! Everyone is
welcome to attend!

BACKPACK-ERS BLESSING
on Sunday, September 3!
Ready for school, college,
or training of some kind?
Bring your backpack to church
on September 3 and be
blessed as you begin a new
year of learning!
All students of all ages
are welcome. We have
special name tags for your
backpack and special prayers
for you. Step out in faith as
you head to school.

56er’s

During the year, the 56er ministry of First
Lutheran seeks to work with our students
and families in three main ways:
 Bible Based Learning through class lessons,
 Relationship Building through fun events and
 Experiencing Worship.
This year, as part of their learning about worship,
the 56ers will be starting their class time in
worship.. The students will go to worship with
their families and leave for class after the
Prayer of the Day. Families will have a chance
to worship together. The 56ers are going to be
learning the early parts of the service, use of the
bulletin, and the theme of the day along with their
Bible lessons in class. Also as
a part of their worship service
learning they will be Bible
Bearers. 5th graders start in
November.
If you have any questions or
concerns about how this will
work, please talk to Pastor Sara
or Erlene.
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Youth and Family Ministries

Senior High Youth Group
What:

A group just for Senior High Youth filled
with fun, faith and growth!

When:

September 17 at 5:15 pm! We will be
done in time for the Packer game.

Don’t miss this event planning meeting and
Bonfire! Bring your calendars and plan to hear
about a potential Mission Trip!
Where: At FLC
Who:

Youth in grades 9-12
Bring Friends and a calendar!

10th Graders ~ Remember that this is the night
you put your hands on the wall!

God’s Cool Youth Choir
Are you in middle school or high school?
Do you like to sing? Maybe you sing in the
shower or the car? Why not use your gift of
song to give glory to God?








Rehearsals will start on Wednesday,
September 13th at 3:30pm
Rehearsals will be every Wednesday from
3:30 - 4:30 pm in the Choir Room at FLC
We will NOT have rehearsal if there is no
school or if school is cancelled due to
inclement weather
We will sing about once a month in church
- usually during the 10:00 am service
Bring your beautiful voice and love of
singing! We are a fun group!
Please call or email if you have any
questions!
Liz Nelson
dlem4nelsons@gmail.com
or (608) 873-3608.

Addresses Of
College Students
Wanted!
College students and parents
of college students...FLC would
like to stay in touch with you
even when you are away from
home. Please make sure the office has your snail
mail address and your e-mail address. Once we get
your address, look for encouraging notes, cards
and letters and maybe even a care package or two.

Pancakes at the Parsonage
8am-9ish Saturday,
October 21
What:

Breakfast at
Pastor Sara’s House
Pancakes, Bacon,
Scrambled eggs, Juice, Milk and Muffins.

Who:

Senior High Youth

Where: 116 South Fifth Street - Right by the church
Why:

Come and enjoy a good breakfast, relax a
little and spend some time together. Time
to pray, goof around a little and get off to
the days activities.

Sign up on the youth bulletin board.

Confirmation
Another exciting year of Confirmation
preparation is beginning! Here are
some important dates for 7th, 8th and
9th graders:

Wednesday, September 6 at 6:30 pm
Confirmation starts for 7th and 8th graders. Come
early (5:45 pm) to eat supper with everyone!

Wednesday, September 13 at 8:00 pm:
Parents and mentors of 9th graders will be asked to
attend this start-up meeting!

Sunday, September 17 at 5:15 pm:
Confirmation starts for 9th graders! Come for a fun
filled evening with other Senior High Youth.

Sunday, September 24 at both services:
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Blessing for 7th graders, parents, guides and
9th grade mentors.

.

First Edition
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P.O. Box 322
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