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July Worship
Sunday, July 1
Holy Communion
Patriotic Service
At both 8:30 & 10:00 am services

Sunday, July 8
T-Shirt Sunday
8:30 am - Traditional
10:00 am - Celebration

Sunday, July 15
Intinction Holy Communion
Senior Appreciation Sunday
At both 8:30 & 10:00 am services

Sunday, July 22
Beatles’ Guitar Service
At both 8:30 & 10:00 am services

Sunday, July 29
Hymn Sing Sundae
At both 8:30 & 10:00 am services
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For you were called to freedom…
use your freedom to serve
one another in love.
~ Galatians 5:13

Care Connect
For most of us, attending church on a Sunday morning is a time we look forward to...hearing
a good message, singing in worship and fellowshipping with others. Think for a moment how
you might feel if you could no longer attend church. What would your life be like without the
fellowship of other believers; without the worship experience?
Many of our homebound and senior members have attended church all their lives. But now,
because of situations beyond their control, they are unable to attend. They may not be able
to drive themselves. Their health or the health of a loved one may make it impossible for
them to come to church. There are many different situations that can keep a person from
attending church where they can find fellowship and encouragement.
Care Connect is a ministry that seeks to
‘connect’ these homebound and seniors with
the church’s other members. How do they do
this? Bob Ristau has been part of the ministry
for several years. He says that the easiest way
to sum up this ministry is this, “We are
ambassadors for Christ to the elderly and
homebound from First Lutheran Church.”
Valerie Vervoort and her husband have been
members for 3 years and enjoy “bringing the
church” to the people they serve. She also has
been blessed by the friendships that she has
made through this ministry; “they have so much
wisdom, life experience and humor to share!”
Each Care Connect team member is assigned a person to contact and set up a regular
visitation time. He or she then keeps in touch with the homebound to let them know that the
church cares about them, and many become friends. They will take them a bulletin from the
service and talk about things going on in the
church. They will even talk about their own
lives, their children or grandchildren as well as
pray for needs that they might have.
The Team has regular meeting’s to discuss
how things are going with their visitation
partners. They talk about ways to reach out to
those who may need the ministry and learn
ways to serve and give encouragement.
How can you get involved?
Contact Pastor Shep about the next meeting coming up on July 14 at 9:00 am.

So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially
for those of the family of faith. ~ Galatians 6:10
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At June meeting, FLC’s Council:
It’s July, which means we are in
the middle of the year. We enjoy
celebrating Independence Day,
often take vacations and
eventually begin to anticipate the
transitions that will soon come
with Fall. In short, July is often
associated with relaxation,
reflection and re-evaluation.






Jesus also did this regularly. There are many
scripture passages where Jesus went somewhere
by himself to pray. It may have been up on a
mountain, down in a valley or located near a
garden. Prayer helped center his life and keep it
focused on his mission.
It’s probably a good idea for a church to do it, too.
In fact, when I reflect on what has happened at
FLC during the past year, I am often struck by the
number of our ministries and missions.
For example, at this time last year, our church had
just completed the Follow Your Heart Appeal. One
of the major goals was to tuck-point and clean the
stone surfaces of the church during the summer.
Our vendor did an exceptional job!
Love Stoughton Area projects began in earnest
at that time as well. So far, we have completed 7
projects for a very diverse group of recipients, from
residents and a grade school to the American
Legion and the Stoughton Library.









Celebrated another successful Vacation Bible
School hosted by FLC. Over 100 people
were involved in VBS this year as 45 kids and
56 youth and adults participated.
Voted to appoint Beth Moe to provide some
temporary help to the Audit Committee.
Heard favorable reports
about giving to the General
Fund and Follow Your Heart
Appeal.
Encouraged all FLC members to be faithful in
worship whether at home or away on
vacation.
Learned that Pastor Lehman and a musical
group of instrumentalists and vocalists will
lead a Beatles’ themed worship on Sunday,
July 22.
Expressed appreciation for the ministries of
Erlene Killeen and Jane Freck to our First
Kids.
Learned that a $10,000 legacy gift to the
Memorial Fund had been given in the name of
Beanie Bjoin. Funds were designated for
Hearing Assistance, START and Lutherdale
Scholarships.

Wonderful appeal donations have been
supporting START, Lutherdale Bible Camp,
Lutheran World Relief and Dr. Mark and Linda
Jacobson. When Mark learned we were going to
send another amount of money at the beginning of
July he was ecstatic and very grateful for our
support because the needs are so great.
Other highlights include our first Thanksgiving Eve
Service and Piefest, conducting a sermon series
entitled Fearless Conversations and participating in
the Holy Cow! Survey that affirmed the strength of
FLC while challenging us to improve our hospitality.
As always, we’ve also supported each other
through some difficult times and celebrated with
each other on joyful occasions. Moving forward, we
will continue these ministries and do even more!
Pastor Lehman
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Sharing and Caring
Congratulations to…
Gene and Lois Heise on their 50th wedding
anniversary.
Don and Doris Helmke on their 65th wedding
anniversary.
Marv and Bert Klitzke on their 64th wedding
anniversary.
Debby LeBlanc and Joseph Leisner on their
recent marriage.
Brittney Leemon and Evan Mitchell on their
recent marriage.
Aaron and Kaitlyn (Kvalheim) Shovick on
the recent baptism of their daughter,
Everleigh Joyce Shovick
John Michael Wedeward on his recent
baptism.

Known to have been hospitalized…
Susan Stiklestad
Lorraine Hawkinson

Special Prayers for…
Ron Huebner, brother of Diane Gjermo
Matt Hansen
Megan Helf, granddaughter of Ruth Pundt
Judie Lehman
Celia Milam, granddaughter of Linda Milam
Ann Miglio
Theresa Whaley, sister of JM Sparkman

Our Sympathy to the family of…
Robert Latzko, father of Leslie Dent
Julie Sehmer, mother of Mark Sehmer
Phyllis Wells, sister of Pastor Halom

Have a prayer request or would like your loved one to be
listed in this section of the newsletter? Please contact
the church office or one of the pastors.

I am

HUMBLED…the showering of

blessings of prayers, cards, flowers
and food has certainly helped with
my healing.

GRATEFUL…to God for this

wonderful congregation of friends who
have surrounded me with care and
concern since the accident.

THANKFUL…to God for all His
provisions of healing.

I am able to be “out and about” (going
slowly), but will be wearing the brace
for another month and a half. Taking
naps has become part of my daily
needs. The doctors tell me that I am
doing well, but those of you who know
me well, know that I’m not a patient
person, so this time of not a lot of
activity is a challenge. With God’s help
and your prayers I will make it!
Thank you seems like such a small
expression of my appreciation to each
of you.

Judie Lehman
.
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Love Stoughton Area
Meeting the needs of the
Stoughton Community
Remember to keep in mind this ministry as
you go about your busy week. Stash a Love
Stoughton Area brochure in your car or
purse. You never know when God will put
people in your path that could use a hand with
a project. You may hear things like, “I can’t
afford to get this fixed…”; “I’m struggling to get
this done by myself” or “This project is too
overwhelming for me!”
Because this ministry is new, many are unaware
that we can help both monetarily and physically.
All requests are evaluated to see if it is something
that our volunteers can tackle. In fact, we will do
whatever we can to bring a project to completion.
Please refer someone to us today...or fill out
a form for yourself!
Check out the LSA project pictures,
sign up to help or fill out a form
online at www.flcstoughton.com.

Small Group and Fellowship Ministries
Women’s
Circle News

Circle 17 meets Monday,
July 9 at 11:30 am at
Sunrise Family Restaurant.

Circle 3 meets on Tuesday, July 10 at Noon at
Nauti Norske’s.

The Selah (Daytime) Group will
meet on the third Thursday of each
month at 10:00 am at Milestone
Senior Living. This month, on
July 19, the book discussion will be
on The Lost City of the Monkey God
by Douglas Preston.
Phoebe Circle, the Evening
Book Group, Soul Sisters
& the Women’s Bible Study
are on a summer break.

Looking for a way to help the
Baby Basket ministry?
We will be having a sorting event on
Monday, August 13, at 10:00 am. We
have many items that have been
donated that need to be organized by
size and season and then put into bins.
This is a fantastic way to learn more
about the ministry if you are unfamiliar
with what goes into each
basket. Also, it will be fun
for those of us who just like
to look at cute baby clothes!

FLC Guys Golf
Golf outings are scheduled for Tuesday mornings:
G July 10, 8:36 am at Edelweiss Chalet Country
Club in New Glarus, WI.
G July 24, 8:33 am at Prairie Woods Golf Course
in Avalon, WI.
Please plan to join us for any of these outings that
work for you. It’s a great opportunity for a fun
activity and some fellowship with your FLC friends.

Bible Journaling Continues
through the summer!
Come and spend a peaceful time with others as
we get creative and express our faith through art.

First Thursday of the Month ~
July 5th, and August 2nd!
6:30-8:00 pm. in the Art Room. Bring your supplies
or use ours! Treats too!

Please contact:
Chuck Geurink (cggeurink@charter.net, 345-4333)
or Rich Albright (albrightclannn@gmail.com,
215-6027) to indicate your interest.
See you on July 10th
and/or July 29th.

Bring a friend.
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2018 Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School

Jesus Rescues! Shouts like this could be heard throughout the week of VBS. Over 100 people were
involved this year as crew members, crew leaders, station leaders, cooks, general helpers and decorators.
The kids learned that no matter how stormy life gets, Jesus is there to rescue us.
Everyone had a wonderful time!
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Thank you to our Photographers: Bob & Linda Christofferson and Tristan Kohrt.

This year’s VBS Outreach Project was to help the children of Haiti
grow food in their garden. This year the kids at VBS donated $107
to send to Operation-Kid-to-Kid for the gardens in Haiti.
Thanks to all the kids, parents, VBS staff, and
others who donated to this campaign.
July 2018 | 7
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End of Year Program for First Kids
On Sunday, June 3rd, the First Kids led a large part of the 10:00 service with songs and readings, about
Jesus and his life and how he is our friend even today! Teachers were recognized and applauded, and a
special acknowledgement was given to Erlene Bishop Killleen and Jane Freck’s retirement from First Kids.
Thank you to Erlene for your help with the teachers and program and to Jane for helping organize all the
supplies!
Following the service, a picnic lunch was enjoyed by everyone, and the kids were able to play some fun
games in the back parking lot. It was a beautiful day celebrating our great First Kids.

First Kids will launch a new season of learning and fun on Rally Day, September 9.
Registration forms for next year will be coming out in August.
Families are invited to take part in summer worship to help kids learn what to do and be a part of the
community. Kids might especially enjoy Polka and Patriotic services, Beatles Sunday, Hymn Sing Sundae
Sunday, Holy Humor Sunday, the Youth Service and the Blessing of the Backpackers. A vital part of a
child’s faith life happens when they worship with their parents.
Want to get in on the action? Help is always needed to lead
and work with small groups in games, discussions, and crafts.
You can volunteer to help with First Kids by contacting or calling
the church office at 873-7761.
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Youth and Family Ministries
Confirmation
Another exciting year of Confirmation
preparation is beginning! Here are
some important dates for 7th, 8th and
9th graders:

Wednesday, August 22…Orientation
6:00-7:00 pm: 7th and 8th grade orientation
7:30 pm: 9th grade orientation
Registration fees: $50 for 7th and 8th graders
$30 for 9th graders
Scholarships available!!!
Participants will be signing up for Sunday morning
Service Projects and Parents as Partners. For those
unable to attend the orientation, the Sunday morning
Service Projects and Parents as Partners will be
scheduled for you!

Wednesday, September 5 at 6:30 pm
Confirmation starts for 7th and 8th graders. Come
early to eat supper with everyone!

Wednesday, September 12 at 8:00 pm:
Parents and mentors of 9th graders will be asked to
attend this start-up meeting!

Sunday, September 16 at 5:15 pm:
Confirmation starts for 9th graders! Come for a fun
filled evening with other Senior High Youth.

Sunday, September 23 at both services:
Blessing for 7th graders, parents, guides and
9th grade mentors.

Wanted: 9th Grade
Confirmation Mentors
Each year FLC’s 9th grade students ask
someone from the congregation to be their
mentor. Challenge yourself! Ask someone that
is not your relative, who has similar interests,
who you have seen active in the church or even
someone you sit by in worship and want to get
to know better!
Interested in being a mentor to 9th graders?
Please contact Pastor Sara at 873-7761 or
pastor.sara@flcstoughton.com. Mentors do

Confirmation Guides
Kind, funny, friendly, energetic, kid-loving and
sometimes silly adults are needed to lead a
group of six to eight Confirmation students on
Wednesday evenings starting in September from
6:30 to 7:45 pm. Guides can co-lead if
necessary. No prior experience is needed!
Those who are interested should contact
Pastor Sara. Come share life experiences as
confirmands learn more about their faith!!

Summer Youth
Opportunities
Summer is a busy time. Make sure you mark
your calendars to spend time in your faith life
along with all your other activities. Here are
some ways you can engage your faith this
summer.
b July 29 ~ Hymn Sing Sundae & Tie Die Shirts

Come to worship, stay for ice cream and tie
dye your own shirt after 2nd service!
b August 8 ~ Bonfire in the Parking lot, 7:00 pm

Summer Youth Worship
August 12th
Attention Youth! We will be doing a worship
service entirely led by the youth Grades 6-12
in August. Look on the Youth Bulletin Board to
sign up to play an instrument, sing a song, usher,
greet, or help lead the message.
More details coming soon!
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Hotdogs and s’mores followed by games and
closing worship. Help is needed to plan this
event.
b August 13, 10:00 am ~ Come help sort items

for baby baskets and enjoy cookies and a nice
tall glass of cold lemonade.
Watch for more information on fun summer youth
events here, via email and on the youth bulletin
board. If you have an idea or want to help plan
any event especially a back to school event for
late August or early September please talk to
Pastor Sara.

.
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310 E. Washington Street
P.O. Box 322
Stoughton, WI 53589
Phone: (608) 873-7761
Fax: (608) 873-5174
Email: info@flcstoughton.com
Website: www.flcstoughton.com
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