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What is the School-to-Prison Pipeline?

✘ The trend where students are pushed out of schools and into the 
criminal justice system  (American Civil Liberties Union)

✘ Key Components:
○ Academic failure
○ Exclusionary Discipline Practices
○ Dropout

(Christle et al., 2005)
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Brief History

✘ 1980s: “get tough on drugs and crime” policies; “War on drugs”
○ Schools began using these strategies in their own discipline 

codes
■ Zero-Tolerance
■ 3 Strikes

✘ 1990s - 2000s: Increase in police presence in schools
✘ Media construction of crime and criminals

○ Crime coverage increased despite decreasing crime rates
○ Overrepresentation of people of color, primarily Black and 

Hispanic
(Birkland & Lawrence, 2009; Frymer, 2009; Dorfman & Schiraldi, 2001)
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Current Issues

Zero-Tolerance, Disproportionality, the Effects of Incarceration
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Zero-Tolerance Policies

✘ Purpose: to remove students who threaten the safety or quality of 
education of others

✘ These policies target misconduct at school or school-related 
activities with predetermined disciplinary actions
○ Suspensions and expulsions

✘ The Big 5 Offenses:
○ Firearms, knives, selling drugs, sexual assault, explosives
○ If proven, public school student must be expelled**

(CDE)
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Reality of Zero-Tolerance 

✘ The majority of schools in the United States have zero-tolerance 
policies

✘ Nonviolent offenses accounted for 95% of out-of-school 
suspensions
○ Defying school staff/disrespect
○ Committed obscenity, vulgarity, profanity
○ Possession of drugs
○ “Other dangerous object”
○ Truancy

(Boccanfuso & Kuhfeld, 2011)
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Disproportionality

3x
Black students are three 
times more likely to be 

suspended or expelled than 
white students

2x
Students with disabilities are 

two times more likely to 
receive out-of-school 

suspensions

(U.S. Department of Education)
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Students who identify as LGBTQ+ are at a higher risk for 
suspension and juvenile justice contact

(Poteat, Scheer & Chong, 2016)
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(Hoffman, 2014) (OJJDP Statistical Briefing Book)

Ethnic ratio of juvenile detention rates: 
relative to whites, 1997-2015
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Effects of Incarceration on Youth

✘ Experiencing Abuse/Violence
○ 77.4% of youth reported some form of direct abuse
○ 95.2% of youth reported witnessing or being exposed to abuse
○ Youth who reported any exposure to abuse had higher levels of

■ Posttraumatic stress reactions
■ Depressive symptoms
■ Continued criminal-involvement

(Dierkhising et al., 2014)
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Effects of Incarceration on Youth

Impulse Control

Responsibility

Physical and Verbal Aggression

Alcohol/Drug Use

Angry-Irritable

Depressed-Anxious

Somatic Complaints

Suicidal Ideation

Multiple psychiatric Disorders
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✘ Psychosocial Maturity and Mental Health
○ Youth who spent more time in prison reported:

(Dmitrieva et al., 2012; Anderson & Rancer, 2007; Cauffman, 2004; Domalanta et al., 2003)
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Effects of Incarceration on Youth

✘ Post-Release
○ 98% of offenders report criminal record discrimination by 

employers
■ Higher levels of psychological distress

✘ Recidivism
○ Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency

■ 80% chance of recidivating for youth

(Dierkhising et al., 2014)
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“The average state cost for the secure 
confinement of a young person is now $588 per 
day, or $214,620 per year, a 44 percent increase 

from 2014.”

http://www.justicepolicy.org/research/12928
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Alternative Discipline

Restorative Justice
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Restorative Justice

✘ Views discipline as an opportunity to understand the misbehavior, 
mend relationships, and come to a resolution

✘ Crime is more than just breaking the law
○ It harms people, relationships, and communities

✘ 3 main goals of Restorative Justice:
○ Repair - crime causes harm and justice requires repairing that 

harm
○ Encounter - having parties decide together

■ Restorative circles, peer mediators
○ Transform - this can spark changes in people, relationships, 

school climate, and communities
(Davis, 2013; Mullet, 2014)15
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Research Efficacy of Restorative Justice

✘ Reducing out-of-school suspensions:
○ Increase of graduation rates by 20%
○ Decrease in student delinquency by 50%

✘ Implementing school-wide restorative justice:
○ Suspension rates dropped from 34% to 13%
○ Dropout rates reduced by 56%; graduation rates increased
○ Reading achievement rate increased by 128%

✘ RJ compared to traditional Juvenile Justice programs:
○ Youth who were in RJ remained offense-free for longer periods 

of time compared to those referred to traditional JJ programs
         (Teske, 2011; Jain, Bassey, Brown, & Preety, 2014; Bergseth & Bouffard, 2012)
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thanks!

Any questions or comments?

18



Christopher Tran, Chapman University

References
Anderson, C. M. & Rancer, A. S. (2007). The relationship between argumentativeness, verbal aggressiveness, and communication satisfaction in incarcerated male youth. The Prison Journal, 87(3), 

328-343.
Bergseth, K. J., & Bouffard, J. A. (2012). Examining the effectiveness of a restorative justice program for various types of juvenile offenders. International Journal of Offender Therapy and 

Comparative Criminology, 57, 1054-1079.
Birkland, T. A. & Lawrence, R. (2009). ―Media Framing After Columbineǁ American Behavioral Scientist 2009; 52; 1387
Boccanfuso, C. & Kuhfeld, M. (2011). Multiple responses, promising results: Evidence-based, nonpunitive alternatives to zero tolerance. Research-to-Results Brief.
Cauffman, E. (2004). A statewide screening of mental health symptoms among juvenile offenders in detention. Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, 43(4), 

430-439.
Christle, C. A., Jolivette, K., & Nelson, C. M. (2005). Breaking the School to Prison Pipeline: Identifying school risk and protective factors for youth delinquency. Exceptionality, 13(2), 69-88.
Davis, M. (2013). Restorative Justice: Resources for Schools. Edutopia. Retrieved from https://www.edutopia.org/blog/restorative-justice-resources-matt-davis 
Dierkhising, C. B., Lane, A., & Natsuaki, M. N. (2014). Victims behind bars: A preliminary study of abuse during juvenile incarceration and post-release social and emotional functioning. Psychology, 

Public Policy, and Law, 20(2), 181-190.
Dmitrieva, J., Monahan, K. C., Cauffman, E., & Steinberg, L. (2012). Arrested development: The effects of incarceration on the development of psychosocial maturity. Development and 

Psychopathology, 24(3), 1073-1090.
Domalanta, D., Risser, W. L., Roberts, R. E., Mary, J., & Risser H. (2003). Prevalence of depression and other psychiatric disorders among incarcerated youths. Journal of the American Academy of 

Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, 42(4), 477-484.
Dorfman, L. and V. Schiraldi. (2001). ―Off Balance: Youth, Race and Crime in the Newsǁ. http:// buldingblocksforyouth.org/media/media.htlm
Frymer, B. (2009). ―The Media Spectacle of Columbine: Alienated Youth as an Object of Fearǁ.American Behavioral Scientist 2009; 52; 1387
Hoffman, S. (2014). Zero benefit: Estimating the effect zero tolerance discipline policies on racial disparities in school discipline. Educational Policy, 28(1), 69-95.
Jain, S., Bassey, H., Brown, M., & Preety, K. (2014). Restorative justice in Oakland schools implementation and impacts (Report): Data in action, LLC. Retrieved from 

http://www.ousd.k.12.ca.us/restorativejustice.
Mullet, J. H. (2014). Restorative discipline: From getting even to getting well. Children & Schools, 36(3), 157-162. Restorative Justice (2018). Retrieved from 

http://restorativejustice.org/#sthash.f3uSRf1X.mycjTnBY.dpbs 
OJJDP Statistical Briefing Book. Online. Available: https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/special_topics/qa11802.asp?qaDate=2015. Released on August 07, 2017.
Poteat, V. P., Scheer, J. R., & Chong, E. S. (2016). Sexual orientation-based disparities in school and juvenile justice discipline: a multiple group comparison of contributing factors. Journal Of 

Educational Psychology, (2), 229. doi:10.1037/edu0000058
Teske, S. C. (2011). A study of zero tolerance policies in schools: A multi-integrated systems approach to improve outcomes for adolescents. Journal of Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Nursing, 

24(2), 88-97.
(2016). School-to-prison pipeline. American Civil Liberties Union. Retrieved from https://www. aclu.org/issues/juvenile-justice/school-prison-pipeline

19

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/restorative-justice-resources-matt-davis
http://www.ousd.k.12.ca.us/restorativejustice
http://restorativejustice.org/#sthash.f3uSRf1X.mycjTnBY.dpbs

