Bearing Witness to Christ

Scripture for Meditation: John 5:30-39

“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is
just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. If
I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true. There

is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony
that he bears about me is true. You sent to John, and he has borne
witness to the truth. Not that the testimony that I receive is from man,
but I say these things so that you may be saved. He was a burning

and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his
light. But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the
works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I
am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. And the
Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you
have never heard, his form you have never seen, and you do not have his
word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has

sent. You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to
come to me that you may have life.”

English Standard Version.
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.
Used by permission.

Hymn of Witness: God, in the Gospel of His Son
(Tune of “Sun of My Soul”)

God, in the Gospel of His Son,
Makes His eternal counsels known,;
Where love in all its glory shines,
And truth is drawn in fairest lines.

Here sinners of a humble frame

May taste His grace, and learn His Name;
May read, in characters of blood,

The wisdom, power, and grace of God.

The prisoner here may break his chains;
The weary rest from all his pains;

The captive feel his bondage cease;
The mourner find the way of peace.

O grant us grace, Almighty Lord,
To read and mark Thy holy Word;
Its truths with meekness to receive,
And by its holy precepts live.

Benjamin Beddome, 1717-1795
Alt. by Thomas Cotterill, 1779-1823; mod.

Prayer of Blessing

Responsive Reading: John 1:19-23, 29

And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?”” And he answered,

“No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those

who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said,

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the

way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” . . .
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

English Standard Version.
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles.
Used by permission.

Hymn of Supplication: Be Thou My Vision
Audio: https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=clqdCXxqYvl

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart—
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art;
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise—
Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart—
High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

Attributed to Dallan Forgaill, 8th Century
Translated from ancient Irish to English by Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Versed by Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.

Prayer of Corporate Confession
Silence for Personal Confession

Assurance of Pardon: John 1:12, 13

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Response: Thanks be to God.

Hymn of Witness: Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God
Audio and Text: https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDYjn-
YdnD4

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,
Breathe new life into my willing soul.
Bring the presence of the risen Lord

To renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me;
Give me faith for what I cannot see;
Give me passion for Your purity.

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within;

May Your joy be seen in all I do—
Love enough to cover ev'ry sin

In each thought and deed and attitude,
Kindness to the greatest and the least,
Gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace.
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.



Holy Spirit, from creation's birth,

Giving life to all that God has made,

Show your power once again on earth;
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise.

Lead us on the road of sacrifice

That in unity the face of Christ

Will be clear for all the world to see.

Keith Getty & Kristyn Getty
© 2006 Thankyou Music
Used by permission. CCLI #2783020

Church Info
Ministry of the Word

SUNDAY
9:30 am Corporate Worship Service

THROUGHOUT THE WEEK
Shepherding Groups
*A nursery is available for all services.

Sunday sermons are available as downloadable MP3s at
http://ebcupstate.sermonaudio.com/

MINISTERS The congregation at large
PASTORS Brad Baugham
Rhett Gieck

Mike Gray

David Schwingle

MINISTER OF WORSHIP Brian Pinner
Phone: 864.962.7314 Email: information@ebcupstate.com

Website: www.ebcupstate.com
Address: 200 E. Butler Road, Mauldin, SC 29662

Emmanuel Bible Church was planted by Heritage Bible Church, Greer, SC. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to

bear witness about the light.

John 1:6-8
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