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In this remarkably candid little book, acclaimed author Tahar 

Ben Jelloun and his 10-year old daughter Mérième discuss - in 

the most natural way, as parents and their children sometimes 

do – Mérième’s question, “Daddy, what is racism?” 

How can we recognize racism? 

Why do racist beliefs and practices exist? 

What can we do to fight racism? 

In talking openly and frankly about this universal issue, father 

and daughter remind us that children are naturally curious and 

full of questions as they try to come to grips with a world that is 

often confusing and, indeed, threatening. This book shows how 

important it is that we do not silence our children, but allow 

them to speak out and to ask questions.  Children need to 

understand that racism is universal and that we can learn from 

the experience of other people in other countries to deal with 

similar problems in our country. 

This little book is one small step on a very long journey to a 

world free of racism, and helps to create conditions in which 

racism and all other forms of discrimination will be unable to 

take root – in South Africa or anywhere else in the world. 

 

Also available in Afrikaans as Wat is Rassisme Papa? (ISBN: 978-1-86928-243-1) 

 

Title: Racism Explained to my Daughter 

Author: Tahr Ben Jelloun 

Pages: 43pp  

Binding: Soft cover 

Format: 250 x 170mm 

ISBN: 978-1-86928-242-4 

Price: R100.00 incl 

Orders to be placed with New Africa Books – orders@newafricabooks.co.za or 086 500 2550  

mailto:orders@newafricabooks.co.za

