The Art Ranch | non-profit
Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative
Helping refugee children to heal and to integrate
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The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | executive summary | introduction

The Art Ranch is a California 501(c)3 non-profit organization established in
2002 that offers out-door camp programs to young people in Art, Music,
Health & Wellness, Bio Science, and Environmental Sustainability.
The Traveling Art Camp component brings music and art therapy programs
to children and families in impoverished communities and disaster-stricken
areas.
ART IN ACTION (AIA), our new psychosocial initiative, is a trident module
providing assistance to refugee children, unaccompanied refugee minors,
and the teachers and various professionals working with them.
Our Mission is to foster the growth of young people as creators,
communicators and active participants in our ever changing, multi- faceted
world.
Our Vision is for young people to awaken to their authentic selves: human
beings who realize their value and pure potentiality so that they can lead
from that place in the world.
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The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | executive summary

Art In Action Psychosocial Initiative
As the founder and executive director of the Art Ranch, my intention is to
create programs that promote the growth and development of our young
people: to help support children in becoming free, independent,
emotionally healthy human beings. I encourage young people to embrace
life’s challenges as survivors rather than victims - to ask how they can use
their challenges for growth and higher evolvement. The answer to this
question empowers all of us to become true authors of our own lives.
As I was helping refugee parents and their children from their rubber boats
in Lesvos Greece, I realized that these people have experienced the
unimaginable – risking their lives by fleeing their homeland to escape war
and persecution and crossing the treacherous Aegean Sea in an
overcrowded, rubber boat. After this harrowing journey, as if that weren’t
enough for one lifetime, these families must take on the enormous
challenges of starting their lives all over again a new country.
The story of their plight put me on a trajectory to help these most
courageous people and to offer their children the support they need to
become healthy, productive citizens in their new communities. No doubt,
they are victims of this horrific situation, but their identities do not have to
be defined by their circumstances. They deserve our help.

3 | Confidential | The Art Ranch 2017

The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | statement of need

Human Devastation Syndrome is a new term coined for
refugee children’s extreme war trauma. Children of war have
experienced more trauma, physical and emotional pain, than
any medical professionals have seen. The oft-orphaned
children, who have had members of their family blown apart by
a regime barrel bomb or a Russian cruise missile or even a US
airstrike, are suffering more than just post-traumatic stress.
We have talked to so many children, and their devastation is
above and beyond what even soldiers are able to see in the
war.
- Dr Mohammad K Hamza, a neuropsychologist with the
Syrian-American Medical Society (SAMS) 2017

Untreated Child Traumatic stress contributes to many of the most pressing problems that individuals and communities face including
poverty, crime, low academic achievement, addiction, mental health problems, and vulnerability to radicalization by extremist
organizations.
- The National Child Traumatic Stress Network 2016
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The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | the module

AIA Trident Module:
We are providing a trident module that offers a community based program to identify and address war trauma in refugee children.
All three components work in a coordinated effort to help ensure the well-being and healthy development of these children so
that they may integrate and flourish in their communities. The trident module is designed to adapt to any community in any
country.

1) Art in Action Camp: This component reaches young people through a one week integrated art and music camp taught by
a select group of professional working artists and art therapists. These camps offer a safe and fun environment for young people
to explore their own creativity and build self esteem. Since it is offered to all children, it acts as a vehicle to help integrate
refugees and local children through cross-cultural awareness.
2) Art In Action After School Project: This component is implemented into the school system as scheduled sessions
offered in an art studio atmosphere thus reducing any stigma that may be attached to mental health care. Professor Dr. Karin
Dannecker of Art Therapy at the Kunsthochschule Berlin-Weißensee will head up the program using her network of art therapists
and interns from Kunsthochschule Berlin-Weibensee.
3) Art In Action Support Workshop: This component is a workshop offering teachers and facilitators, who work with

refugee children, the skills and training to identify and address some of the key issues related to the complex set of reactions that
often follow traumatic events. Through research-based approaches, participants will develop cultural competencies and
introduce therapeutic methods to foster healthy development and resilience in these young people. The workshops will be
facilitated by local psychologists under the direction of Professor Dr. Karin Dannecker and trauma specialist Dr. Claudia Franzosi.
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The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | the module launch
BERLIN, GERMANY
The Art in Action (AIA) Psychosoical Initiative has been adopted by the DreilindenGymnasium School in Berlin to implement the trident module.

§

Art in Action Camp to begin in August 2017.

§

Art In Action After School to begin in September 2017.

§

Art In Action Support Workshop to begin in September 2017.

Program Chairs: Mr. Jens Stiller; Principal of Dreilinden-Gymnasium School, Mrs. Susan
Grossman; teacher and head of the school’s Refugee Program.

ATHENS, GREECE
The Art in Action (AIA) Psychosoical Initiative has been adopted by the Welcommon
Community Center in Athens to implement the trident module. WELCOMMON is a
cooperation between Anemos Ananeosis and Athens Development and Destination
Management Agency of Municipality of Athens, under the framework of the UNHCR‘s
relocation project. In addition, Mr. Kaliakatosos Alexsandros, of the 87th Intercultural
Primary Public School has embraced the Initiative to launch in the school late fall 2017.

§

Art in Action Camp to begin in September 2017.

§

Art In Action After School to begin in September 2017.

§

Art In Action Support Workshop to begin in September 2017.

Moavia M. Ahmed; President of Welcommon Center and Coordinator of the Greek Forum
of Migrants.
6 | Confidential | The Art Ranch 2017

Program Chair: Dr. Basem Issa; Neurosurgeon at Iaso General Hospital, Athens, Greece.

The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | key people
Laurie Pettigrew | Executive Director & Founder of the Art Ranch

Laurie Pettigrew is the Founder and CEO of The Art Ranch non-profit organization based in California since
2002. Along with the Art Ranch’s highly specialized professionals, Laurie develops programs which reach
children in the U.S. and abroad. These programs focus on fostering the growth of young people as creators,
communicators, and healthy active participants in a rapidly changing world. In November 2016, Kimberly
Marteau Emerson of Human Rights Watch, invited Laurie to Lesvos, Greece to aid in the refugee rescue
program. Through this first-hand experience, Laurie became acutely aware of the crisis and the support needed
to help the refugees assimilate. This sent her on a trajectory to create the Art Ranch - Art in Action Psychosocial
Program that meets the children where they are in their transition, identifies emotional trauma, and offers an
integrated art therapy approach to help to address these issues. Through this intervention, refugee children
are supported in becoming healthy and productive citizens in their new communities. Before founding the Art
Ranch, Laurie ran three successful design companies, L. Pettigrew, Throws of Passion, and her own clothing
label “Laurie Pettigrew”, which she set aside in order to dedicate herself fulltime to The Art Ranch and continue
her 25 year journey of mentoring children and families.
Kristi Kane (BA) | Assistant Administrator

Kristi Kane, (BA) Assistant Administrator of The Art Ranch non-profit organization, graduated from Emerson
College in Boston where she taught theater games to inmates at two prisons outside of Boston. After
graduating with honors, she moved back to New York to work with her father at his ad agency in NYC. Later,
she moved to LA where she consulted and worked with various small businesses, strategizing growth,
managing costs, and designing ways to market and brand. She has helped to acquire and establish two music
rehearsal facilities as well as brand the company for expansion. Kristi’s out-of-the-box thinking and creative
ideas led to a Best New Business Award in 2015 in the NoHo Arts District. She is also a professional writer, has
been published twice, and has garnered many awards for her play, Perfect Timing, including one of LA’s Top Ten
Plays of 2015. In 2016, she received a commendation from the LAPD for her years of volunteer work in the
Robbery/Homicide Department to successfully eradicate the backlog of rape kits.
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The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | key people

Professor Dr. Karin Dannecker (MA) | Lead Advisory & Director of the Psychosocial Initiative

Professor Dr. Karin Dannecker MA; lead advisor and Director of the Psychosocial Initiative, is an art
therapist and child psychotherapist with degrees in special pedagogy, art education and diploma education
from Johann Wolfgang Goethe University Frankfurt and New York University. She taught at the University of
Cologne, then taught at the Berlin University of the Arts (now University of the Arts) for 12 years, and
developed a supplementary study course, which was realized in the 2000 KUNSTTHERAPIE BERLIN. Since
2005, she has been Professor of Art Therapy at the Kunsthochschule Berlin-Weißensee. During her 25 years of
teaching at universities, she trained many art therapists, gave supervision and taught at national and
international training institutes in the USA, England, France, and Italy. In 1992, Karin graduated with the
theme “The symbol in art therapy - basics of symbolization in art therapy”. In her Habilitation (2005) she
researched mental and esthetic transformations in art therapy. In parallel to university work, she works with
psychiatry and psychosomatics. One focus of her research is on the effectiveness of art therapy and helping to
coordinate international projects for the development of the profession.
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The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | key people

Dr. Claudia Franzosi (MA, MFT) | Senior Adviser and Program Facilitator of the Psychosocial Initiative

Claudia Franzosi (MA, MFT) Senior Advisor and program facilitator has been practicing as a
California Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist since 1996 and has maintained a private
practice for the past 16 years. Claudia specializes in treating Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in
children and adults affected by violence, forced separation from family, crime, and abuse.
Claudia integrates research-based Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy with a holistic
approach, promoting the well-being of the whole person, family, and community. Claudia began
practicing psychology after graduating from the Università di Magistero, Padova, Italy.
She received her Masters in Counseling Psychology from the University for Humanistic Studies in
Del Mar, California.
Claudia has worked as a Forensic Interview Specialist at Children's Hospital and was a Clinician
at the Barbara Sinatra Children's Center. In January 2016, Claudia went to Lesvos, Greece,
where she worked alongside the NGOs assisting the newly arriving refugees.
Eleni Giannouli, Psychologist, Art Psychotherapist | Advisor & Facilitator of the Psychosocial Initiative

Eleni Giannouli is a Psychologist and Art Psychotherapist in Athens Greece. She has worked in
the 1st Psychiatric Clinic of the Medical School of Athens for over 20 years. In the Psychiatric
Clinic she works as a Clinical Neuropsychologist and, at the same time, she administers art
psychotherapy to individuals and groups with Borderline Personality Disorders and Eating
Disorders. In her private practice, she works with individuals and groups having neurological
problems, trauma, depression, loss and grief using Psychodynamic Art Psychotherapy. Her main
research interests concern, among others, BPD and ED patients. Eleni is a board member of
both the Greek Art Therapy Association and Eginition Hospital Employees Union.
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The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | key people

Manuela Jungas | Program Manager, Art In Action Initiative

Manuela Jungas; Program Director, is a retired teacher and a school project coordinator. She
worked as an adviser in the school psychology department, instrumenting a special project the
aim of which was to bring school dropouts back to the classroom. This work focused on
helping students adjust to daily attendance requirements and set goals for graduation and
future work. In addition, Manuela oversaw student teachers and performed student teacher
assessments. The secondary school children she taught were mostly from immigrant
backgrounds, some with learning difficulties, many with social and emotional difficulties. She
achieved certification as a mediator for her successful work in a school-wide conflict resolution
program. She also coordinated parental contact, therapy and other help for students with drug
problems.
Jens Stiller | Principal of Drelilinden-Gymnasium, Lead Pilot Coordinator of Art In Action Initiative

Jens Stiller is the Principal of Dreilinden-Gymnasium (grammar school/high school), since
2015, Berlin-Wannsee, He was the Principal/CEO of Königin-Luise-foundation, private school
Berlin from 2010-2015. He is teacher of History and/ Economics/ Politics. Currently, he is the
spokes person for the Berlin Administration for Education and Youth.In 1997- 2001, Jens was
the Editor-in-chief at Berliner Zeitung Department Berlin-Brandenburg newspaper.
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The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | artist teachers/ therapists

Art Therapists | Professional Working Artist Teachers

Psychologists, Art Therapists and Interns from Kunsthochschule Berlin-Weißensee, Berlin
Psychologists from local practices in Germany and in Greece.
Freebo, Artist-Teacher, is a world renowned bassist and tuba player (Bonnie Raitt 10 years, CSN,
John Mayall, Maria Muldaur, Ringo Starr, Dr. John, Neil Young, Loudon Wainwright), has appeared
on Saturday Night Live, Midnight Special, Muppets Tonight, in concert with the legendary Spinal
Tap, and in recent years has evolved into an award winning singer/songwriter, teacher, producer,
and keynote speaker. His music touches your heart with songs of life, love, and the human
condition.
Jessika Cardinahl, Artist-Teacher, is internationally known for her large-scale animal paintings. She
has shown in galleries all over the world and continues to commission her art work privately and
commercially. Jessika's artistic emphasis is in the application with large scale canvas and linen. She
also employs the use of craft packing paper, large cardboard mattes and clear, unfinished wood
veneer as the foundation for her artwork. Among her favorite mediums are oil colors, oil sticks,
Kremer powder color pigments, charcoal and aquarelles.
Ricardo Paltenghi, Artist-Teacher, is a puppet player and social worker from Italy. He studied fine
and performative art in Italy. He is specifically trained in “theatre of the oppressed” in Netherlands
and Greece. With the idea of combining performing arts and education, he moved to Greece
where he worked as teacher for children, using theatre and art therapy, including psychomobility
workshops. Riccardo currently lives in Berlin where he is taking part in international cooperation
projects as a performer and organizer.
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The Art Ranch | Organization Information | our teachers and leaders

Operational staff and faculty | Our staff and directors, sharing a passion for the arts, come from a wide range of careers and
vocations and are experts in their respective disciplines.

Board of Directors | Six professionals in the areas of education, psychology, health, finance and law, lend expert guidance and
support for the mission and the goals of the Art Ranch: Alan Levine, Dr. Ellen Basien, PhD, Debbra Gill, Debrah Farentino, Alex
Burgnon, and Amy Ruskin. (Please see Appendix | Key People for further details on the Art Ranch Board Members and staff).
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The Art Ranch | Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative | support

Thank you for supporting the Art Ranch as we help build a world where all
children are supported in their development to become healthy leaders and
participants in this multi -faceted world.
Thank you for your interest in donating to the Art Ranch - Art in Action (AIA)
Psychosocial Initiative. Your donation will help us successfully launch this trident
module in communities in Germany and in Greece.
Please make checks payable to the Art Ranch, 44828 Tyler Creek Dr., California
Hot Springs, CA 93207.
For Paypal or credit card donations, please click here.
All Donations are tax deductible: Please include your name, address and email
address for your tax receipt.
For questions you can call Laurie Pettigrew at (323 896 8386) or email us at
info@theartranch.net
Thank you so much for your consideration. We so deeply appreciate it.
~ The Art Ranch Team
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The Art Ranch
Art In Action (AIA) Psychosocial Initiative
"My humanity is bound up in yours,
I am human because I belong to the whole,
to the community, to the tribe, to the nation,
to the earth . . .”
- Desmond Tutu
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