
Principles for a Better Bible Study 
Principle #1:  The Bible is a book about ____________ .

The point of the Bible is God Himself.  When we study the Bible, it’s important that we keep the point of the 
Bible at the center of our study.   Because the Bible is a book about God, everything in the Bible points to Him.  
Every book, every story, every character, every event - they all reveal information to us regarding the nature 
and character of God.  As you read, you can keep this in mind by continually asking yourself questions such as 
these…

What does this book, chapter, event, character tell me about God? 
How does God reveal to me who He is through this account?
What do I learn about God's unchanging nature through this story?

The Bible is the primary tool through which God reveals Himself to us, which makes God-centered Bible study 
one of the most powerful means through which we draw near to Him. Keeping the above questions in mind as 
you study the Bible will help you keep the point of the Bible at the center of your study.  It will help you 
remember that the Bible is first and foremost, a book about God.

Principle #2: The Bible is not a book about ____________ .

If God is the main point of the Bible, then that must mean that you and I are not the main point of the Bible.  
The Bible is not about us.  It’s about Him.  However, many of us learned to read the Bible as if it really is all 
about us.  For instance, think about how often questions such as these run through your mind as you approach 
Bible study:

How is this information going to help me?  
Improve my relationships?  
Help me steward my resources?  
Shape the way I make decisions?

These are not bad questions to ask.  But they mustn't be the primary questions we ask. This is because the 
Gospel is not about who you are, but about who He is.  

A good rule of thumb for Bible study is this; the “He” has to come before the “me.”

We will learn a lot about who we are as individuals, as well as human nature in general, through Bible study. 
However, that is not why we study the Bible. We study the Bible to learn about God. Only after we nail down 
what a particular book, verse, character, or story reveals to us about God, will we then ask ourselves, "In light 
of what this passage reveals to us about God,  what do we learn about the nature of people in general or me in 
particular?”
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Principle #3: The Bible tells one big ______________ .

The Bible tells the most amazing story of all-time.  The point of the entire Bible is to tell this one story. Even 
though the Bible is composed of 66 different books, written by over 40 different people (the majority of whom 
never knew each other), during a period of over 1600 years, the theme of this one story is unmistakable and 
there is one consistent message from God to man. Having a correct understanding of the grand-scale Biblical 
narrative is crucial to a proper understanding of each individual character, book, story, and event in the Bible.  
We have to study each portion of the Bible in light of the bigger story in which it is embedded.  To do this, we 
will use the Bible to study the Bible. 

Principle #4: The Bible is about real __________ and a living ________ who speaks to us _________ .

The stories we read in the Bible are true stories that happened to real people.  These stories reveal to us 
information about an actual, living God. The heart of the Bible is that we would come to know God through our 
reading of it.  And God chooses to reveal to us who He is through the stories of His people.  His real people.  
And their true stories.   As we read the Bible with this in mind we come to see that the people in the Bible are 
not so different from you and I, and their stories bear a striking resemblance to our stories.  As we come to 
know them and their stories, we better recognize God in ours.  

Principle #5: The Bible is a __________________________________ book.

Although written by human hands, the words of the Bible are divinely inspired, with authorship of the book 
ultimately being attributed to God Himself.  Because of this, the Bible is no ordinary book and we cannot fully 
understand it through ordinary means.  That means the we are dependent on the Holy Spirit in our study of 
God’s Word.  We use the minds God gave us to study, explore, and press into God’s Word, and then we wholly 
depend on the Spirit to lead us to trust it, accept it and walk in it.  Be prayerful in your attempts to study the 
Bible.  Ask the Lord to meet you as you study and to reveal Himself to you as you read, then expect that He 
will!

Principle #6:  ____________________ is crucial.  

The single most important principle for studying the Bible correctly is this:  Context determines everything.   To 
understand the Bible correctly, you must seek a correct understanding of the context of whatever portion of the 
Bible you are reading.  

The Bible was written as individual books by individual people, during certain historical times, within 
particular cultures, and to a specific person or group of people with a specific purpose.  Understanding who 
wrote each book, to whom each book was written, and why it was written will help us understand how that 
book is relevant to the big picture story of the Bible as a whole (see Principle #3), as well as how it relates to us 
today.

Principle #7:  _____________________________ is key. 

Make a commitment to be here every week and to do the assigned reading and homework questions.  This 9-
week journey is going to require a lot of effort on your part, but the pay-off of studying God's word with care 
and consistency is HUGE!  The Lord makes beautiful promises regarding the effect His living Word will have 
on our souls.  Let's chase those life-giving promises together this fall.
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Week One 
The Sermon on the Mount  

Matthew 5: 1-2

1.  Who wrote the book of Matthew?

2.  Who was the intended audience of Matthew’s gospel?

3.  Matthew wrote his Gospel to prove to his Jewish audience that Jesus was their ________________ .  

4.  Jesus’s central message:  

“Repent, for the ___________________ of ___________________ is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17)

5.  The Kingdom of Heaven is God’s _________________ , his reign, his dominion over all things.  

The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.  
Psalm 103:9

The Lord reigns; he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed; he has put on strength as his belt. 
Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 

Your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting. 
Psalm 93:1-2

6.  Jesus announces the ____________________________ of the Kingdom.

7.  Jesus demonstrates the _________________________ of the Kingdom.

8.  Jesus addresses the ____________________________ of the Kingdom.
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9.  Significant situation details of the sermon: 

A.  The place:  “He went up on the __________________________ .”

Jesus’ ascent of the mountain speaks of _______________________ revelation . 

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”

Isaiah 40:9

B.  His position: “and when he _________ __________ , his disciples came to him.”

Jesus’ sitting down positions him as 

a ________________ 

and as a _______________ .

Truly I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, 
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  

And everyone who has left houses or brothers of sisters of father or mother of children or lands,
 for my names’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.

Matthew 19:28-29

C.  The language:  “He open his mouth and taught them….”  portrays Jesus as a _______________ .

10.  Who was Jesus teaching that day?

A.  His ________________________ .

B.  The ________________________ .

11.  Jesus explains the ____________________ of the Kingdom.

12.  The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’ explanation of the what it means to be a ___________________  
       of the Kingdom of Heaven.
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