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Lean In 
Small Group Discussion Guidelines


1.  Come prepared

2.  Join us in contributing to an active learning environment.

3.  Talk and Listen 

4.  Stay on Topic  
     We have a small amount of time together each week and we want to protect and preserve this 
     time together to grow in our knowledge and understanding of the word of God. Help your group 
     stay on track by avoiding a few key behaviors. 

a.  Avoid “cross-talk” (adding your own experience or advice when someone is sharing.)

b.  Avoid things that aren’t relevant such as denominational or political preferences.  

c.  Avoid bringing up things you have heard from pastors or read in books.

5.  Practice Humility
     We all don’t have to agree.  Let’s try to be open to hearing from others -- new perspectives and 
     maybe even biblical corrections.

6.  Be Aware
     Each person in this room is at a different place in the growth of their faith and their knowledge   
     of the Lord.  Let’s express opinions when appropriate and always without a critical tone.  Focus 
     on helping and encouraging each other! 

7.  Be Transparent 
     Be real about what your life looks like, even your struggles and doubts.  

8.  Keep Confidence
     This group is confidential.  Be careful not to repeat anything outside of the group.  

9.  Use Caution 
     Be careful when you share about family, friends, or others.  We want to honor others with our       
     speech within this group.
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Learn 

1. Genesis was written by __________ to the _________________ after their exodus from Egypt.

2. Genesis was written to teach Israel about its heritage of ________________ , as well as to 

     remind them of the absolute ____________________ of God.  

3. God’s promise to Abraham

A People     |     A Place     |     His Protection     |     His Provision     |     His Presence 

 “In you all the families of the earth shall be ___________________ ”
Genesis 12:3

4. Themes from The Promise Part 1:

      The repeated ________________________ of the people God had chosen.

      The unwavering ______________________ of their God.

5. The repetition of ______________________ in the story of this family demonstrates that God’s 
    promises are not accomplished as a result of human effort, yet only through the grace of God.   

6. In the prophesy the Lord gives to Rebekah, we see the reemergence of some themes from  
    earlier in the book of Genesis:

    a.  The theme of __________________ between ___________________ 

    b.  The theme of the ___________________ serving the ___________________
     

7. The scene between Jacob and Esau at the end of Genesis 25 admonishes us to never play 
 
    around lightly with matters of ___________________ ___________________ .  
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