
NEW YORK STATE 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
New York State 4-H Dog Policy

This policy applies to all 4-H and community members seeking to participate in any 4-H run activity with the  

accompaniment of their dog.
Dogs must have proof of valid rabies vaccination. Other vaccinations may be recommended by your veterinarian. 
Dogs should only be permitted on CCE premises or activities if they are registered using the "New York 4-H Dog 

Policy Registration Form."Dogs are permitted for registration in the following circumstances:

a. A registered service dog for an employee, volunteer or program participant
b. Personal dogs of enrolled 4-H club members in a 4-H dog club
c. Dogs registered in dog obedience classes

Blind and/or deaf dogs are allowed. Dogs that are lame or have some other handicap may be used if the 4-H’er 
brings a statement from a veterinarian stating that use as a 4-H project dog will not have any adverse effects on 

the dog’s health.

Dog obedience classes by approved instructors are permitted. There is no coverage for the

owner of the dog in an Extension program if an accident occurs. Insurance coverage for the Seeing Eye program 
is excess over the host homeowner’s personal coverage in a club setting. There is no coverage for the person 

hosting the Seeing Eye dog outside of a club setting. Extension may not sponsor or conduct any kind of rabies or 
other immunization clinics.

Dogs that exhibit aggressive, and/or unsocial, and/or problem behavior, that cannot be controlled by their 
handler, are a serious safety issue. Leaders and Superintendents have the immediate authority to excuse or place 

restrictions on such dog’s participation in 4-H activities. Leaders and Superintendents must inform their
staff of their decision and the appropriate plan of action would follow. It is up to each CCE association to decide 
what that action would be. Every effort should be made to see that the member is not excluded or excused. 
Alternative suggestions should be offered to the 4-H member and family.

If dogs are to be used in an exhibit (e.g., a fire prevention and safety display), they must not be accessible to 

the public, unless they are under the control of the 4-H member who owns the dog. Animals in such situations 

should be carefully selected for temperament, health and proof of vaccinations. The following dog breeds are 

prohibited when used in an exhibit, 4-H club setting, or a 4-H dog obedience class. For special situations please 

follow exception process as outlined in "New York State 4-H Dog Policy Exemption Request."

Akita

American Bulldog or American Bulldog mixes (English Bulldog ok) 
Bullmastiff or Bullmastiff mixes

Cane Corso or Cane Corso mixes

Doberman Pinschers or Doberman Pinscher mixes (miniature ok) 
Fila Brasileiroe

Malamute
Mastiff or Mastiff mixes

Pit Bulls or Pit Bull mixes: American Staffordshire Terrier, Bull Terriers, American Pit Bull Terriers, or Staffordshire Bull Terriers

Presa Canarios or Presa Canarios mixes

Rottweiler or Rottweiler mixes

Samoyed

Siberian Husky or Husky mixes

Wolf Hybrid or Mix
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