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Ngemba Country
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Norman Tindale map, 1974



Brewarrina Ngunnhu
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Pre-colonisation Social Structures
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From Matthews, R.H. Ethnological Notes of the Aboriginal Tribes of New 
South Wales and Victoria (Sydney: F.W. White, 1905, pp. 6 & 8)



Government Approaches

Lead government agencies advocating for First 
Nations peoples. 

(Data collection and policy development, service 
delivery, grants)

• Aboriginal Affairs NSW (State)

Brewarrina Community Portrait (Census)

• Prime Minister and Cabinet (Federal)
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AANSW Community Portrait
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From Aboriginal Affairs New South Wales, Brewarrina Community Portrait (2011)
http://www.aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au/pdfs/profiles/Brewarrina.pdf



Regional and local governance
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Comprised of 16 communities in 
local government council regions



Service delivery framework 
(local and regional)
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Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly, Charter of Governance
(September 2015), 
www.mpra.com.au/uploads/documents/MPRA%20Chart
er%20of%20Governance.pdf



‘Regional’ jurisdiction?
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MPRA Charter of Governance (p. 3) 

But… how do we achieve quality assurance in indigenous data governance?
Inherent jurisdiction based on apical ancestral connection to country.



Regional Projects – gathering data
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• MPRA Partnership with Sydney 
University

• Aged care project in Brewarrina
• Data gathered – community 

and elder interviews
• HOW DO WE ENSURE FIRST 

NATIONS JURISDICTION under 
a regional framework?

• Senior cultural advisor liaise 
between Uni and community

• Data owned by local Ngemba
Community Working Party

• All reports drafted in 
partnership and reviewed by 
Traditional Owners



Vision

‘The development of a community owned 
and operated data and research hub. 

This will monitor and evaluate the 
maintenance of Culture and Heritage, and 
Wellbeing of the Ngemba Nation for self-
determining, evidence-based local decision 
making and service evaluation.’
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Nation Group Level
Ngemba Data Research Hub
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Rebuilding capacity and infrastructure



Nation rebuilding and data 
sovereignty

• Data FOR Governance –
• Who is the self in self-determination?

Cultural Health Indicators (draft)
• Population
• Cultural and Environmental assets
• Social structures
• Governance structures (jurisdiction)
• Learning environments (transfer of knowledge)
• Arts and culture
• Spirituality

•

Ngemba Community Working Party 
Dhirranggal Solutions 


