


GETTING STARTED: Plan ahead!

Organizing and hosting a food drive is a great way for a group to come together to help make a difference in our
community. When hosting a donation drive, it’s best to specify what items you will be collecting. A general Most
Needed Items list is on our website at www.newalbanyfoodpantry.org, but it’s helpful to contact us in advance of
your food drive as these needs change frequently.

Enlist help. Recruit a team and assign specific tasks for publicity, collection, delivery, etc., and determine who will
be the team leader and point of contact with the NAFP.

Decide if you will collect food, raise funds, or both. Some participants may prefer to simply make a financial
donation. The NAFP values both contributions. For every $10 donated, we can buy $90 worth of food from
Mid-Ohio Food Collective. We accept monetary donations through our website at
www.newalbanyfoodpantry.org/give-funds or checks can be made payable to Healthy New Albany and please
note “NAFP” on the memo line. Grocery store gift cards are also always appreciated.

Set a goal. Goal setting is a great motivator and also provides a sense of accomplishment for all involved.
Some examples: filling up a number of bags/boxes, collecting a number of jars of peanut butter and jelly,
etc. Show your progress by making a big thermometer or other visual display.

Determine start & end dates. Give participants enough notice so they are prepared to bring in donations.
Agree on a timeframe. Food drives can last a day, a week, or a month.

Consider a theme. Themes can inspire others to help. You can use our suggestions, use our Most Needed Items
list, or use your own creativity. Some examples include: Together We CAN Help, Share What You CAN, etc.

Register your event with the NAFP. Please fill out the registration form included in this tool kit and email it as an
attachment to nafp.rachel@gmail.com.

GETT

GET THE WORD OUT: Promote your food drive!

Publicity is the key to a successful food drive. You can download our customizable flyer (found on our website
here) to distribute during your drive. It lists some of our Most Needed Items and can be edited to meet your
specifications, such as group name, dates, times, deadlines, drop-off locations, etc. If you need to use the NAFP’s
logo for internal marketing, right click and save the logo on our website. You can also make posters to spread the
word.

Throughout your drive, it is helpful to send encouraging email messages, newsletters, and announcements with
frequent reminders and notifications to keep everyone informed of your progress toward reaching your goal.
Share photos or videos on social media to promote your food drive and tag the NAFP.

@newalbanyfoodpantry.org @newalbanyfoodpantry.org
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COLLECTING DONATIONS: Be creative and make it fun!

Collection methods. Use sturdy boxes or bags. Small to medium boxes (like copy paper boxes) work well. You can
decorate boxes with wrapping paper and signs. Also prepare to have envelopes for monetary donations.

Location, location, location. Location is important. Place collection bags or boxes in convenient, high-traffic
areas where everyone will see them. Arrange for a place to store them during the drive.

Small groups & individuals. If your food drive involves family, friends, your neighborhood, a team or smaller
group, two paper bags can be distributed with the Most Needed Items list attached to one of the bags.

Large groups & events. For schools, companies, faith-based organizations, civic or larger groups, or during
events, set up large bins in key areas where participants can drop off donations.

Make it fun. Host a friendly competition between classes, clubs, departments, offices, teams, etc. to bring in the
most pounds of food or number of food items to be donated and offer a prize (pizza party, ice cream social,
donut breakfast, etc.). Here are some other ideas:

● Brown Bag Drive – Decorate shopping bags, attach our Most Needed Items list or a themed flyer, and ask
people to take the bags home and fill them. This is a great method if you would like to do a neighborhood
drop-off and pick-up drive. It’s also a good option for sports teams, places of worship, and book clubs.

● Entry Fee – Ask for a food donation as an entry fee to an event (party, dance, picnic, sporting event,
concert, play, etc.). Almost any event will work as a food drive to help those in need.

● Bake Sale – A non-perishable food item buys a baked good.

● Stuff the Bus – Fill up a bus with food donations.

● Penny Wars – Each class or classroom collects change in a container. Pennies equal “positive” points. If a
student puts a nickel, dime, (“negative” points), etc. into the container of another classroom, it cancels out
that class’s change. The class with the most positive points at the end of the drive wins. This is a fun
method for students, and it would also work well for teams in an office to compete against one another.

● Food of the Day/Week – Designate a specific food item for each day: “Macaroni” Monday, “Tuna” Tuesday,
“Whole Grains” Wednesday, “Fruity” Friday, etc., or each week: Peanut Butter & Jelly Time, Mac & Cheese
Madness, Protein Party, Tour of Italy, etc.

● Hold a Raffle – Offer raffle tickets for prizes for food and/or monetary donations. This method would work
especially well if you would like to collect donations during an event.

● Guessing Game – Fill a jar with an item and charge a monetary amount or number of cans per guess. The
person with the closest guess to the true number of items wins and gets the jar.

● The Power of Change – Decorate cans/containers and collect spare change to donate. Offices, places of
worship, or classrooms might do well using this collection method.

● Hunger Run, Walkathon, Bike Ride – Host a 5k or other race to raise awareness about hunger and have
sponsors pledge food donations.

● Casual or Denim Days – Ask for food or monetary donations to dress down for a day. This would be a fun
way for an office to encourage employees to participate in a food drive!

● Helping Hands – Create and sell colorful paper hands for people to decorate and display them in common
areas. This would be a great option for sports teams (with younger players) or Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts
troops looking to run a food drive.
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DELIVERING DONATIONS: Drop off or pick up?

Donation Preparation. Coordinate volunteers to pack food properly at the end of the drive. Contact our
volunteer coordinator, Rachel Jaffy, at nafp.rachel@gmail to schedule a day and time to drop off your donation
or to make arrangements for pick up if you are unable to deliver or have a large donation.
D

SHOW APPRECIATION: Thank your team and supporters!

Share your success and thank those who helped and donated. We will weigh your
donation and you will receive a letter from the NAFP with the total amount of food
collected and funds raised during your donation drive so you can update your participants.
Celebrate your success! Host a pizza party or ice cream social to thank everyone for their
hard work.

Every donation, big or small, makes a difference.
Because of your time and effort, and the generosity of those who donate, the NAFP is able to keep its shelves

stocked and provide food to our neighbors in need throughout the year, whether it be through our school snack

program, summer meals, school breaks, open pantry shopping days, or holidays.

Thank you!
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THEME IDEAS

JANUARY: Soup-er Bowl/Soup’s On* JULY: Picnic Time*
Soups & soup ingredients: Dry & canned (low
sodium) soup, canned stew, canned chili with
beans, canned or boxed broth or stock, canned
vegetables, noodles, white rice.

Condiments: Mustard, ketchup, mayonnaise,
olives, salad dressing, canned salsa, sauerkraut,
honey, balsamic vinegar, olive oil.

FEBRUARY: Heart Healthy Breakfast* AUGUST: Paper Goods Drive*
Breakfast foods: Boxed cereal, oatmeal (regular &
instant), pancake mix, syrup, muffin mix, quick
bread mix, jelly (grape & strawberry), canned fruit,
100% fruit juice (apple or orange), coffee, tea.

Paper goods: Paper towels, napkins, tissues, and toilet
paper.

MARCH: Herbs & Spices* SEPTEMBER: It’s Personal*
Herbs & spices: Allspice, basil, bay leaves,
black pepper, cardamom, cayenne pepper,
cinnamon, cloves, garlic, ginger, nutmeg,
oregano, parsley, paprika, rosemary, turmeric.

Personal care items: Shampoo, conditioner, body
wash, bar soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes (all
ages), deodorant, shaving cream, razors, hand
soap, body lotion, hand cream.

APRIL: Kitchen Essentials* OCTOBER: Trick or Treat So Others Can Eat
Kitchen items: Dish soap, all-purpose cleaner,
Lysol/Clorox wipes, laundry detergent, paper
towels, aluminum foil, plastic bags, trash bags
(13-gallon).

Baking supplies: Flour, sugar, baking soda, baking
powder, allspice, cinnamon, cloves, ginger,
nutmeg, cocoa, cake mixes, muffin mixes, cookie
mixes, vegetable oil, coconut milk, sweetened
condensed milk.

MAY: Fiesta Time NOVEMBER: Pack the Protein*
Taco Dinner: Taco shells, canned chicken, pinto
or black beans, white rice, canned diced
tomatoes, canned corn, taco seasoning, cumin,
cinnamon, canned salsa, canned pineapple.

Protein: Canned and dry beans, canned tuna,
canned salmon, canned chicken, peanut butter.

JUNE: School’s Out, Hunger Happens DECEMBER: A Taste of Italy*
Healthy Snacks: Granola bars, breakfast bars,
peanut butter crackers, goldfish crackers, trail
mix, popcorn, peanuts, fruit cups, pudding
cups, raisins, pretzels.

Italian Dinner: Boxed pasta, pasta sauce (plastic
jars), olive oil, canned cannellini beans, Italian
salad dressing, canned pineapple.

*Themes that can be modified for use during other months.
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FOOD & FUND DRIVE
REGISTRATION FORM
Thank you for organizing a donation drive to benefit the New Albany Food Pantry.
Please complete this form and send it via email to nafp.rachel@gmail.com.

Today’s Date: ____/____/____

Donation Drive Start Date: ____/____/____ Donation Drive End Date: ____/____/____

Contact Person:

Organization:

Mailing Address:

City/State/Zip

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Comments:

I would like to:

⬜ Make arrangements with the NAFP to drop off donations after the food drive.

⬜ Call the NAFP at (614) 413-7907 to make arrangements for pick up.

Please make checks payable to Healthy New Albany and note “NAFP" in the memo line or click here
to donate online.

If the amount of food you collect fits in a car or SUV, please email nafp.rachel@gmail.com to make
arrangements to deliver to the pantry. If your donation is large or you cannot deliver, please call the
number above to arrange for collection. Thank you for your support!
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