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ACIC’s busy winter season started off with a great 
networking event in early November on PEI. The 
breakfast networking meeting was hosted again by ACIC 
members in the Charlottetown area and was a wonderful 
opportunity for members to come together to share their 
latest projects, as well as meet any new local members. 

Follow @ACIC on Twitter Like Atlantic Council for International Cooperation on Facebook 
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What’s happening
From ACIC

2015 ACT 4 Global Change Youth Ambassadors Emma Graham, Claire Chilton, Mick Jefferies, and Yael Gazit
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We’re looking for youth to participate. Apply before March 
13!
We’re excited to announce that we’ll be working with Falls 
Brook Centre for this year’s GYLT. The tour will be heading to 
honduras in July.
The Global Youth Leaders Tour is a an opportunity for four 
young Atlantic Canadians to visit and connect with an 
Atlantic NGO or institution and their partners working in 
the South, and see firsthand the impacts that are being 
made. The participants will film their journey and develop 

a short documentary and presentation of their experience 
upon returning home. The youth will then share what they 
learned about international cooperation work, both locally 
and globally, with a diverse population in the Atlantic region, 
hoping to encourage other young people to become involved 
in their local and international community.
Please don’t hesitate to contact stephanie (stephanie@acic-
caci.org) for additional details or with questions.
Go to www.acic-caci.org for the complete nomination and 
information package.

ACIC partners with Falls Brook Centre for Global Youth Leaders Tour to honduras
From ACIC staff

Join the Breaking the silence Network for its annual gathering; hear from long-time 
Guatemalan partners, learn about BTs’s work today and in the future. Families welcome! 
Bursaries available. 
Where: Tatamagouche Centre, Tatamagouche, Ns
When:  June 12-14, 2015
Visit www.breakingthesilenceblog.com for more details.
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ACT 4 Global Change Challenge
From ACIC staff
During the month of February, 
in celebration of International 
Development Week, ACIC has 
challenged schools from across the 
Atlantic to ACT for Global Change. The 
school who completes the most ACTs 
during this time will receive a monetary 
contribution towards a Take Action 
project of their choice. 
The ACT 4 Global Change Challenge 
is a way to encourage students to be 
ACTive global citizens AND a way for 
teachers to complement curriculum 
with activities to help meet learning 
outcomes. It is our hope that through 

the Challenge students from all over 
the region will become more engaged 
global citizens and realize they can 
make a difference.
With only a few days left in the 
Challenge the race is very tight! 
Currently schools competing in the 
Challenge will be completing and 
submitting their last few ACTivities to 
boost their numbers in hopes of being 
this year’s winner of the ACT 4 Global 
Change Challenge. 
Find out who the winner is on March 
3rd: www.act4globalchange.ca 

A person who never fails to inspire
From selvi Roy, ACIC PEI Provincial Coordinator

Every year the Voluntary Resource Centre, located in Prince 
Edward, Island pays tribute to volunteers who graciously 
donate their time and energy to Canadian communities 
through the Outstanding Volunteer Awards.  In 2014, 
Maureen Larkin was one of the awardees of the third annual 
Outstanding Volunteer Awards. Maureen has served the 
community of PEI as a Community Development Educator, 
social Justice Advocate, and a Community Group Animator 
since the 1970s.  
Maureen also received the Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Medal 
in 2013. Inspired by Maureen’s work, the International 
Movement of Christian Workers has constituted an award 
named the “Maureen Larkin Award” to be given to a worker 
who has best shown commitment to the struggle and defence 
of the poor.  The first awardee is a woman worker in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil.
At present, Maureen is active as founder and current member 
of the Collective, Cooper Institute Inc.; member of the Latin 
American Mission Program (LAMP); member of Breaking the 
silence, a Guatemalan solidarity Group; Founder and member 
of Esperanza Latina, facilitating the reuniting of salvadoran 
immigrant families; founder and member of Desbrisay 
Community Garden; member of the Charlottetown Parkinson’s 
support Group; organizer of PEI Fundraisers for Parkinson’s, 
the super Walk and Porridge for Parkinson’s; and member 

of PEI Coalition on the Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA).

Josie Baker presenting Maureen Larkin with Outstanding Volunteer Award. 
Photo: Cooper Institute

Young student showing different ways to ACT for Global 
Change  Photo: shatford Memorial Elementary school
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What’s your role at ACIC?
As the Provincial Coordinator, my role is super fun. I get to work closely with ACIC staff, provincial 
members, the youth ambassador, volunteers, and other stakeholders in planning, coordination 
and delivery of exciting events with local, regional, national, and international impact. A typical 
week involves some networking, lots of communication, a bit of strategizing, and tons of smiles 
and laughter.

What’s your favorite neighborhood eatery?
There are several great eateries in Downtown Charlottetown. And, Mavor’s is by far my favorite 
even though I do not hang out there too often. I love their scrumptious desserts the best.  I 
also like the fact that they serve Fair Trade coffee. When I crave some ethnic cuisine, I head to 
himalayan. They serve delicious butter chicken and spicy shrimp, with freshly baked naan.

What’s your favorite quote?
“What the mind can conceive, it can achieve.” Napolean hill

On a day off, you’d most likely be…
Curled up with a great book or watching a movie. 
Connect with selvi at selvi@acic-caci.org

What’s your role at ACIC?
As Provincial Coordinator I am an on-the-ground presence in Newfoundland and Labrador, 
working with staff, board members, member organizations, volunteers and others to support 
ACIC’s work in the province. This means planning public engagement activities, spreading the 
word on ACIC initiatives, hosting networking events and helping organizations and individuals 
interested in global issues connect with each other.

What’s your favorite neighborhood eatery?
As a committed downtown coffee shop dweller, I’d say Rocket Bakery & Fixed Coffee.

What’s your favorite quote?
“To speak is never neutral.” Luce Irigaray

On a day off, you’d most likely be…
hiking or catching some live music!
Connect with Jessica at jessica@acic-caci.org

ACIC’s New staff

SAVE THE DATE!
2015 is ACIC’s 40th Anniversary and we’re hoping you’ll celebrate with us throughout the year and especially at our 
Annual General Meeting and Symposium.
WHEN: June 11-13, 2015
WHERE: St. John’s, NL
The theme of this year’s symposium is Sacred waters: The future of human cultures and livelihoods in a sea of 
change. The 2015 symposium will bring together international cooperation practitioners, youth, civil society leaders, 
issue-specific experts, advocates and academics to strengthen individual and collective capacity, and increase dialogue 
on making connections between the issues and the actions necessary to create a sustainable future, both locally and 
globally.  The symposium will create a learning environment through a combination of keynote speakers and panelists, 
who will highlight social justice issues arising from our theme, and participant engagement in theme-specific and member-
organized workshops.

selvi Roy, PEI Provincial Coordinator

Jessica Barry, NL Provincial 
Coordinator
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In January 2010 haiti was hit with a massive 7.0 earthquake 
that crumbled buildings and devastated families. Along with 
damage to the buildings and homes where we work, our 
sponsor sites haiti North and south were dealing with an 
influx of children displaced from Port-au-Prince needing food 
and support. Thanks to the generosity of Chalice supporters 
we were able to send nearly $300,000 in disaster funds to 
those in need.
The funds raised helped nearly 2,000 sponsored children 
at our sites and hundreds of displaced children from storm 
damaged Port-au-Prince by repairing damage to schools, 
constructing new homes and providing nutrition. Following 
the earthquake Chalice also provided critical needs funding 
for medical treatments and water purification after a cholera 
epidemic swept through haiti North.  Access to medication 
and clean water improved the lives of over 1,000 children at 
the site.
In 2012 Chalice raised funds to repair a school in haiti North 
located on a steep hillside that has significant erosion due to 
deforestation, a significant ecological issue impacting much of 
the country.  Thanks to support from Chalice donors students 
have a much safer school to attend and a well-constructed 
recreation area with a play structure and basketball court. 
Meanwhile, in haiti south there was an immediate need for 
safe and secure housing as most of the residents were living 
in small poorly constructed shelters. In 2013, with the help of 
many supporters Chalice began building houses. Constructed 
with concrete and a wood and metal roof, these homes are 
designed to withstand the severe weather conditions in the 
region. In a true act of unity, community members come 
together to help with the build. By providing some of the 

materials and labour, families make a meaningful 
contribution to the project while helping keep costs lower 
so more people can benefit. To date 106 homes have either 
been completed or are in the final construction phase with 
another 38 scheduled to be completed. 
Current projects for haiti south include building latrines 
for families to address a critical sanitation need in the 
community and completing a feeding hall for Alexander 
Dumas College. 
As we continue to work with our haitian brothers and sisters 
in Christ, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all 
our supporters. You are the heart of Chalice.
We currently have over 2,400 children sponsored in haiti. If 
you, or someone you know would like to sponsor a child in 
haiti please visit us at www.chalice.ca or call 1-800-776-6855 
today.

Basketball: Children playing during recess on completed basketball court 
in haiti North Photo: Chalice 

house: Before and After: completed house in haiti south. Photo: Chalice 

Five Years Later: Chalice Continues to help haiti Rebuild
From heather Litte – Marketing Campaign Coordinator, Chalice Canada
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What’s happening...con’t 

In December, ACIC’s Nova scotia Members came together for 
ACIC’s holiday Networking social. It was a great time to get 
together around the holidays, catch-up, have some good food, 
and sing some festive songs! Members in PEI got together 
again at the beginning of January for another breakfast 
networking meeting, where everyone got a chance to meet 
ACIC’s new provincial coordinator in PEI – selvi Roy. The next 
PEI Members Breakfast networking event is happening March 
4 and ACIC’s Development Drinks in halifax is March 26. 
Member Training
 aving already implemented a workshop this past fall in 
halifax, ACIC continues to plan and facilitate training sessions 
in Newfoundland and New Brunswick. Members have shared 
with us the types of training activities that would be most 
useful to them, and we have worked hard to implement 
interesting capacity-building workshops across the region.  
In Newfoundland, we had planned to have our workshop on 
public engagement, “how to Tell your Development story”, 
on Feb. 13th, but we were snowed out. This workshop has 
now been re-scheduled for Friday, April 24th, at the Centre for 
Nursing studies in saint John’s. Registration is still open and 
if anyone is interested in attending, please contact stephanie 
at stephanie@acic-caci.org.  
In January, a workshop on the “Principles of Financial 
Management” was delivered in Fredericton for members 
located in NB. We were lucky to have the facilitator fly in from 
Toronto in between the many Maritime storms, and had a 
great session where members got to learn about managing 
finances in international projects, techniques in crowd-
funding, and much more.
As always, we welcome any suggestions and ideas for 
possible training activities. Please contact stephanie 
McAnany at stephanie@acic-caci.org. 
Member Engagement
Provincial Coordinators in PEI and NL have been hired to 
further engage with provinces that currently do not have 
ACIC staff members and to provide additional support to 
youth ambassadors, networking events and capacity-building 
activities (approximately 15 hours/month). Meet the new staff 
on page 4.
Members Public Engagement Fund
ACIC member organizations were invited to submit proposals 
that support good practice and innovative methods of 
engaging Atlantic Canadians in global development issues.

This year’s Member Public Engagement Fund recipients are:
• Breaking the silence: Making the Connections: Movement 
Building Across Borders and Nations. This project included 
a three-day gathering in Tatamagouche, Nova scotia, as 
well as a speaking tour which served to link indigenous and 
non-indigenous movements for environmental sustainability 
in Latin America, the Caribbean and Canada, and which 
explored learnings from social movements and coalitions 
throughout the Americas.
• Centre for Nursing Studies: southern Partner Engaging 
Nursing students and Faculty. The Centre for Nursing studies 
(CNs) in st. John’s, NL, will host a public engagement 
tour by a nurse educator from Jamaica in early 2015. In 
presentations and discussions with faculty members and 
all classes of the Bachelor of Nursing and Practical Nursing 
programs, the southern partner will share her experiences 
in the delivery of nursing and nursing education in Jamaica. 
An evening public event is also planned. This series of talks 
will help to increase awareness of health issues in the 
developing world and the impact of poverty on health, as well 
as encourage discussion and participation in activities, both 
locally and globally, to address these issues.
• CUPE Global Justice: Peace Film Festival- Peace & 
Prosperity NOT War & Austerity. The Peace Film Festival 
examined the impact of the military industrial complex, 
promoted peaceful resolution to conflicts around the world 
and advocated for global social justice for workers and 
families.
• Cuso International with Canada World Youth and WUSC: 
Global Volunteers Make a Difference. The project will 
celebrate International Day of the Volunteer, International 
Development Week and International Women’s Day through 
storytelling by volunteers from Cuso International, WusC and 
Canada World Youth. Participants will learn about the reality 
of overseas communities and opportunities to volunteer 
either locally or globally with these NGOs.
• University of New Brunswick: Me to We: how One Person 
Can Make a World of Difference. During IDW, uNB hosted 
a series of events to challenge New Brunswick youth to 
become aware, gain knowledge and get involved in current 
international development issues and opportunities. The 
highlight of this week was a presentation by Craig Kielburger. 
Craig shared his experience on “how one Person can make a 
World of Difference,” motivating youth to move from a “Me” to 

Continued on Page 15..
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Pride in Porto Alegre (Brazil)
From Bobby Thomas Cameron, ACIC Individual Associate

My second journey to Brazil in November, 2014 was, much 
like my previous trip, filled with both relaxing retreats to exotic 
beaches as well as new political and social encounters. The 
most interesting being the LGBTQ Pride Party and Parade 
which I stumbled upon in Porto Alegre’s infamous Redenção 
Park on a warm sunday afternoon. 
As rainbow flags donned hundreds, and possibly thousands, 
of Brazilians; drag queens meandered through crowds; 
and public displays of affection among same sex couples 
abound, one could easily forget about the horrific mentality 
of homophobia which is pervasive in many parts of the 
country. As written about in a recent openDemocracy article 
by human rights activist Pedro Leal (2014), who details how 
a cultural centre south-west of Porto Alegre was set ablaze 
by molotov cocktails after it was found that a lesbian couple 
were to wed there, Brazil is indeed a homophobic country 
(although without a doubt not all Brazilians can be said to be 
homophobic). 
The country is full of contradictions. Rio has one of the largest 
Gay Pride festivals in south America and is known for its “out” 
beaches and small neighborhoods. Yet larger Brazil - with its 
fiercely Catholic history and overtly homophobic and racist 
human Rights Commissioner - has a long way to go before 
true legal and social equality is realized for its LGBTQ citizens 
and their allies.

Luckily however, I did not experience anything but kindness 
and generosity from family and friends while I visited the 
country. Yet, being a foreigner and not speaking Portuguese 
definitely excludes me from many explicit and implicit 
attitudes with regards to society, culture, politics, and 
sexuality. 
hopefully, in the future with mounting pressure from 
international bodies such as the uN and others, Brazil will be 
encouraged to find an organic solution to improve its horrible 
track record with LGBTQ rights -- time will tell. 

see more about Bobby here: www.bobbycameron.net 

Redenção Park, Porto Alegre, Brazil. November, 2014.  Photo: Juliandro Lessa

“Islanders and the land: The land struggle in Prince Edward Island”

Reg Phelan, member of the Cooper Institute and an organic farmer from Prince Edward 
Island has authored a book on the dynamic relationship between land, environment, and 
culture – and specifically on use and ownership of land on the Island.  This book, titled 
“Islanders and the land: The land struggle in Prince Edward Island” is available on Amazon.

“This study is an attempt to put the perceptions of rural Islanders at the center of analysis, 
particularly regarding the way they view the land and perceive the forces that are changing 
its use and ownership. It is my thought that an understanding of the views shaped by 
Islanders’ struggle for the land in the nineteenth century is crucial in order to grasp the 
awareness of the appreciation and ties to the land today. I take the view of culture as the 
collective output that defines a society’s identity, its values and its distinctive character. It 
relates the past to the present and to the future. I rely on the oral and folksong tradition as 
a statement of this culture. I also take an ecological viewpoint of the changing relationship 
between the land, environment and culture that gives us a perspective to the struggle 
concerning land ownership and use over the past quarter century on Prince Edward Island.” 
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sibomana Aimable (affectionately called sibo by friends) 
has recently been selected for the Reverand Murnaghan 
scholarship. Twenty-three-year-old sibo came to Canada 
from Malawi in August 2012. he is a native of Rwanda 
and was only four when his world was turned upside down 
and his family perished due to the surging ethnic conflict 
in the region. he focussed single mindedly on his studies 
and excelled academically. This led him to uPEI through a 
scholarship from WusC. his aim in life is to complete his 
university education and help others (in circumstances similar 
to his own). 
“I know how it feels to have nothing, so I want to give back of 
whatever little I have,” he said.  
Life in Canada has not been particularly easy. Though he 
calls Canada his second home, the food, culture, and climate 
continue to challenge him. But, he takes strength from people 
who support him, and wishes to pay it forward by helping 
others. he is the proud sponsor of a teenager from Rwanda 
through Plan Canada, and says while he is aware of his own 
limited resources, he feels committed to share with others 
who may have even less. 

“I want to share from whatever little I have”
From selvi Roy, ACIC PEI Provincial Coordinator

 The Reverend Vincent Murnaghan Memorial scholarship 
was established by the Cooper Institute in conjunction 
with the university of Prince Edward Island. This Award is 
given to a qualified refugee or foreign student who displays 
commitment to working for social justice and to improving 
the living conditions in the community and on the planet, and 
who demonstrates high academic achievement or evidence of 
academic potential. 

siboman Aimable. Photo: selvi Roy

Farmers helping Farmers: Making a Difference for 35 Years
From Nancy Russell, Farmers helping Farmers Board Member

A hurricane that destroyed the banana crop on the island 
nation of Dominica inspired the first donation from a group 
of P.E.I. farmers to their fellow farmers. Thirty-five years later, 
Farmers helping Farmers continues that tradition.
Over the years, Farmers helping Farmers has carried out 
hundreds of development projects in both Kenya and 
Tanzania. The dollar value of those projects since 1980 
exceeds $10 million Canadian, including funds contributed by 
Dept of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Dvelopment. These projects 
are estimated to have touched the lives of at least 100,000 
people in East Africa.
Thirty-five years later, Farmers Helping Farmers continues its 
work in Kenya. The organization has just formed a partnership 
with four new women’s groups. Each group received a number 
of water tanks to be placed at the homes of the women who 
needed them most. The women report that having water at 
their homes, rather than having to travel to get water, has 
freed up time to start small gardens that will benefit their 
families. 
Atlantic Veterinary College professor Dr. John Van Leeuwen 

and a number of students recently traveled to Kenya. Their 
ongoing work with dairies and dairy farmers has dramatically 
increased the production of milk, which benefits Kenyan 
families.
Farmers helping Farmers also continues to work with Kenyan 
farmers on increasing vegetable production in screenhouse 
gardens and at school gardens. 
There are now 18 schools and churches partnered with 
schools in Kenya through Farmers helping Farmers.  There 
are also a number of schools waiting to become part of the 
popular Twinning Program. 
In 2015, Farmers helping Farmers will celebrate its 35th 
anniversary at all of the group’s signature events, including:
• The souris Village Feast in July
• The Farmers helping Farmers Barbeque on Aug. 8, 2015
• Emily Wells Fall harvest Fundraising Luncheon in October
stay tuned for more anniversary news from Farmers helping 
Farmers. You can visit their website: 
www.farmershelpingfarmers.ca and follow them on Facebook 
or on Twitter: @Farmershelping
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The social Justice Youth Camp, a program of Tatamagouche 
Centre, has been training youth to be leaders in social change 
for the past 12 years. This two-part project brings together 
young adults who are interested in working with youth to 
teach skills such as facilitation, group dynamic, planning and 
delivery of workshops, conflict management and more. The 
young people take part in a three-day specialized training 
program which melds together the experience of heartwood 
Centre for Community Development with Tatamagouche 
Centre’s excellence in program design. There are few 
programs across Canada which offer this level of training and 
mentorship for staff of youth programs. This not only helps to 
develop leadership skills, but also skills in capacity building 
for youth involved in social movements, non-profits, unions 
and civic groups.
The youth then plan and design the week long program which 
is geared toward social change.  In August youth from little 
fishing villages, to urban centres, from Mi’Kmaw communities 
to recent immigrants come together and explore social 
justice issues in the Maritimes that affect school, home life, 
community and indeed the country. There are a wide range of 

The Irving and Ruth Pink Award for Youth Development and social Justice 
From Tatamagouche Centre

topics that are discussed varying from sexual orientation, race 
and inclusion to economics and music. 
Participants gain a vision of a more just, sustainable and 
caring world through the program. They gain a greater 
awareness of the social justice issues that affect Atlantic 
Canadians, train in respectful and equitable ways of 
communicating and develop much needed leadership 
skills. They pride themselves on being inclusive and diverse, 
having built relationships with varying cultural communities, 
both rural and urban, as well as respecting different faiths. 
They also raise over $20,000 each year so that they can be 
inclusive of all economic ranges. 
We are honoured to receive  the Irving and Ruth Pink Award 
for Youth Development and social Justice for our social 
Justice Youth Camp during our annual fundraising Gala held 
on January 31st at Casino Nova scotia. We welcomed Rena 
Kulczycki (past ACIC staff) and Andrew Jantzen, past leaders 
of the youth camp, to the event who acceped the award on 
behalf of the Camp. 

For more information on the camp call 1-800-218-2220

Past Participants of the social Justice Youth Camp. Photo: Tatamagouche Centre
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Ramblings from an Indian Train
From Taylor Quinn, ACIC Individual Associate

It was the night before Christmas, and … 450 young people 
from over 20 countries gathered on a Mumbai train station 
platform. Blankets, backpacks, and a blind sense of wonder 
in hand for what is the world’s largest train journey of its 
kind, Jagriti Yatra (Journey of Awakening). The only thing this 
eclectic group had in common was a deep passion for finding 

innovative solutions to problems facing those living in poverty. 
I am a fourth-year Dalhousie university International 
Development and social Anthropology student, and a deeply 
passionate social entrepreneur who is currently writing a 
thesis on the rise of social entrepreneurship in Nova scotia. 
I learned about this one-of-a-kind train journey while in 
Boston the summer of 2012, and ever since, I had dreamed 
of traveling to India to take part. After overcoming last-
minute hurdles of an expired passport and lack of funding, 
I was off – ready to ‘learn’ the realities of development 
work. With participants from both rural low-income homes 

and the wealthiest business families, the Jagriti Yatra is a 
development field school like no other.
On December 26th, I walked around a lake and up a steep 
road under the sun of a hot south Indian winter day. It felt 
incredible to be outdoors after an hour’s dusty bus journey, 
and a preceding 1,200km Christmas day spent entirely on a 
train. All of this at a time of year usually defined by reindeer 
pajamas, eggnog, too much turkey, and family dinners. As I 
reached the top of the hill, lost in conversation, there stood a 
beautiful tent of elaborate pattern. When my fascination with 
this tent began to subside, I looked past and realized I was 
in a familiar setting, a magical hillside that had captured my 
love in January of 2014, storing it deep within me until this 
very moment on Boxing Day some 11 months later. There I 
was at Kalkeri sangeet Vidyalaya, a system-altering school 
that emphasizes creativity, arts, and performance alongside 
a globally focused education for students that could never 
otherwise access education because of the cycle of poverty. 

I expected to be inspired in India by development ‘celebrities’ 
like Bunker Roy, and don’t get me wrong, Bunker and 
what Barefoot is doing is truly revolutionary. But what I 
discovered was that the greatest inspiration I found was from 
participating in late night poetry sessions on the train, and 
listening to my fellow “Yatras” who’s matter-of-fact life stories 
left me speechless. I began to understand that the most 
effective development work is often done up the steep hill, in 
rural communities at places like Kalkeri sangeet Vidyalaya. 
My greatest learnings in India were from projects and people 
who may not be gracing TED Global stages, but who are still 
sector-leading examples of how to do development –humbly, 
collaboratively and authentically. 

Sugar cane for breakfast fresh from the fields of a village in Deoria, Uttar Pradesh. 
Photo: saloni Ghandi

speaking at the world’s oldest university, Nalanda, in Bihar, India, that has just been 
reopened after an 800 year hibernation. Photo: Pradeep Joshi

Perspective-altering days spent living on an India train. Photo: Pragati Pritmani
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Charity Challenge trek to Machu Picchu
From Laura Dimic, Cuso International

Where: Lima and Cusco, Peru
When: May 13-22, 2015
Join us in May, while we trek through the untouched Lares Valley ending with you at the top of Machu Picchu - one of the top 
wonders of the world. Inca ruins, spanish Colonial churches, hot springs, snowy peaks, and glacial blue lakes are all included in 
your 10-day adventure.  
You will also get to explore two wonderful cities in Peru - Lima and Cusco. Visit many beautiful and historic cathedrals and craft 
markets while experiencing the local culture and some of the best food in the region! 
We can guarantee you will reap the benefits of this once in a lifetime experience while supporting Cuso International, but 
who is benefiting from the charity portion of this trek?  All funds fundraised by our trekkers will be going to support our Cuso 
International programs in Peru. Not only will you be challenging yourself physically, but also challenging yourself to make a 
difference in the lives of those less fortunate.
Don’t sit this one out – we need you. 
Take the challenge.
For more info: laura.dimic@cusointernational.org. Intention to register needs to be communicated to Cuso International asap to 
ensure access into Machu Picchu.
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25th Anniversary of International Development Week
From ACIC staff
ACIC and members braved the weather to celebrate the 25th anniversary of International Development Week from February 1st 
to 7th with various events in all four Atlantic Provinces. Many thanks to all the staff and volunteers who helped make every event 
a great success’!

halifax, Ns
The “see how You Can Make a Difference” event at Just us! 
Cafe in halifax featured Ns Members with info booths and 
mini-presentations on Tuesday Feb. 3. ACIC also staffed an 
info booth at the “slave: My True story” event co-hosted by 
ACIC Members Mount st. Vincent, Dalhousie and saint Mary’s 
universities on Thursday Feb. 5.

Fredericton, NB
NB Members set up displays ahead of the Craig Kielburger 
presentation at uNB on Thursday, Feb. 5th.

Charlottetown, PE
ACIC PEI Members showcased their work at Timothy’s Cafe 
in Charlottetown for the whole month of February and during 
the “Do International NGOs Make a Difference” event Friday, 
Feb. 6th with wall hanging displays.

st. John’s, NL
The “We Are Making a 
Difference” event hosted 
at the Rocket Bakery 
in st. John’s featured 
ACIC Members and 
local NGOs providing 
presentations on their 
work and ways to get 
involved.

The crowd visiting NB Members’ displays at uNB. Photo: stephanie McAnany

One of many PEI Member displays at Timothy’s Cafe. Photo: Marian White Past ACIC youth participants with Craig Kielburger. Photo: stephanie McAnany
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Transforming Agricultural Education in Ethiopia– Dalhousie’s new Project
From Dalhousie university Communications
On February 7, the Government of Canada’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development (DFATD) announced 
a nearly six-year, $18-million project in Ethiopia. Titled 
“Agricultural Transformation through stronger Vocational 
Education” (ATTsVE), the project will be led by ACIC member 
Dalhousie university 
Faculty of Agriculture 
with the support 
of partners the 
Mennonite Economic 
Development 
Associates of Canada 
(MEDA), Jimma 
university College 
of Agriculture and 
Veterinary Medicine 
(JuCAVM) in Ethiopia 
and McGill university.
ATTsVE, one of the 
largest international 
development projects ever awarded to a Canadian university, 
will focus on enhancing current Ethiopian agricultural 
education programs available at agricultural colleges. Its 
goal is to help evolve the country’s agricultural practices and 
education beyond its subsistence-based foundation towards 
a market-focused system that better supports not only the 
economic strength of the country and its citizens, but also the 
unique needs of farmers, rural youth, the agri-industry and 
the broader rural communities.
Currently, most agriculture technical and vocational 
training colleges in Ethiopia are located in rural areas 
and focus largely on competency-based approaches and 
outcomes. What they’re increasingly interested in, though, 
is programming that emphasizes rural growth through 
agriculture. They recognize that more emphasis is needed 
on marketing and entrepreneurship, as well as curriculum 
development and content delivery.
The primary goal of ATTsVE is to increase the supply of male 
and female graduates from these institutions who have the 
necessary skills and knowledge not just to become successful 
farmers, but to develop the commercial agriculture sector in 
Ethiopia. The Faculty of Agriculture and other implementing 
partners will use their expertise in applied learning models 
to support Ethiopian instructors in delivering education 

programs aligned with the country’s national priorities.   
The project will result in increased instructor training, more 
opportunities for institutional networking and partnerships 
and increased capacity at the colleges in a variety of areas, 
leading the graduates who will take part in entrepreneurship 

and market 
development 
initiatives. It will 
also focus on 
building capacity for 
agricultural training 
and education in 
Ethiopia with Dal’s 
partner colleges, 
bringing knowledge 
and experiences of 
Ethiopian agriculture 
to students at Dal, 
increasing potential 
research collaboration 

opportunities, and more.
“ATTsVE will give youth the opportunity to train in a new way,” 
said suzanne Johnson, ATTsVE project director at the Faculty 
of Agriculture.
The Agricultural Transformation through stronger Vocational 
Education project will focus on four colleges: Maichew (Tigray 
region) Nejo (Oromia), Woreta (Amhara region) and Wolaita 
soddo (southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region). 
Not only will they share knowledge gained through the project 
with one another, but they’ll also help translate initiatives to 
other institutions in Ethiopia.  
“Agriculture is a global industry, and we are a global 
community,” said Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture Dean Dr. 
David Gray. “Projects like this bring us together to face our 
challenges together.”  
For more information about the project please contact ATTsVE 

Project Coordinator hannah Pugh 902 956 2587 or hannah.pugh@

dal.ca 

Read more about the project and the launch ceremony on the 

Dalhousie website: www.dal.ca/news/2015/02/02/revolutionizing-

agriculture-in-ethiopia--dal-to-lead--18-million.html  

The ATTSVE Project is undertaken with the financial support of the 

Government of Canada provided through the Department of Foreign 

Affairs, Trade and Development (DFATD).

Members of the ATTsVE project team from both Ethiopia and Canada enjoying a traditional Ethiopian coffee 
ceremony during the project launch. Photo: Nick Pearce 
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southern speakers symposium Announcement
From ACIC staff
Thanks to the inaugural ACIC Member southern speakers 
symposium Fund, Mr. Abdou A. Kanteh, National Program 
Manager of the Nova scotia Gambia Association (NsGA) 
in The Gambia, will attend ACIC’s symposium “sacred 
waters: The future of human cultures and livelihoods in a 
sea of change” from June 11th to the 13th in st. John’s, 
Newfoundland. The purpose of the southern speakers 
symposium Fund is to provide opportunities for southern 
partners to dialogue with Atlantic Canadians on issues and 
demonstrate impact of efforts in international cooperation.
With more than 11 years’ experience in development-
related work in communities and schools throughout 
The Gambia, Mr. Kanteh has gathered a vast wealth of 
experience as a seasoned development worker and health 
promotion advocate. he has hosted more than 20 formal 
public presentations and mini-lecture sessions (as guest 
speaker) both academically and professionally at local and 
international conferences. he has spoken on topics related 
to community health, gender, poverty alleviation, governance, 
leadership, and general international development issues 
among underserved groups and communities.
Mr. Kanteh is a development practitioner with profound 
experience in programs related to health promotion and 
human rights advocacy, especially those related to women 
and children. he has been involved in several organizational 
and national planning, implementations and monitoring 
of major development programs responding to safe Water 
Education (sWE), hIV/AIDs and Life skills, Malaria, maternal 
health challenges, governance, improvement in the education 

sector, reproductive health and 
sexual rights in The Gambia. Most 
recently, he has initiated NsGA’s 
school and community- based 
program of education for the 
prevention of Ebola Virus Disease 
in The Gambia.
Mr. Kanteh will contribute as a 
symposium panelist to address 
the broader issues related to the 
implications of climate change, 
water pollution and the degradation 
of oceans and waterways on 

human cultures, livelihoods and community development. 
he will also facilitate an interactive workshop relating to the 
work of NsGA and the healthy Water, healthy People project, 
with an emphasis on NsGA’s unique approach for peer health 
education through peer educators and the use of drama 
troupes.
In addition to this, during his visit Mr. Kanteh will be the 
keynote speaker at NsGA’s 30th Anniversary dinner in early 
June and will meet in person with the NsGA Board, as well as 
many of the organization’s local partners, including Bedford 
united Church, halifax West high school, local Rotary Clubs 
and the senate Club of Nova scotia. 
We enthusiastically await Mr. Kanteh’s visit and the valuable 
perspective and significant contributions he will add to this 
year’s symposium!

What’s happening...con’t 
“We” mindset. Funding was provided to allow ACIC members 
to attend and participate in a pre-event showcase to share 
information on how youth can get involved locally.  
Work with the Canadian Council for International Cooperation
Jennifer sloot currently sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Canadian Council for International Cooperation (CCIC). she 
recently attended CCIC’s Leadership Forum in Ottawa. The 
forum brought together leaders in the sector for important 
strategic discussions and exchanges with decision makers 
on Parliament hill. While at this event, Jennifer also had 
the opportunity to attend a breakfast meeting with Minister 
Paradis, who announced the creation of a new International 

Development and Humanitarian Assistance Civil Society 
Partnership Policy. This policy was welcomed by ACIC and the 
sector, and we were pleased to see many of the comments 
made through our Inter-Council Network submission to DFATD 
within the new policy.  
During the conference, CCIC also launched their “We Can 
Do Better 2015” Campaign, a joint effort from our sector 
to mobilize Canadians around the post-2015 agenda and 
Canada’s role in the world, in the context of the global 
discussions at the uN and upcoming federal election in 
Canada. ACIC will begin sharing campaign materials and 
information with our members when these become available.  

Abdou Kanteh Photo: NsGA
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Regular Members
AidWatch Canada

Atlantic Chapter of Canadian 
Women for Women in Afghanistan 
(CW4WAfghan)

Breaking the silence—Guatemala 
Maritimes solidarity Network 

Campbell Webster Foundation 
(pending ratification)

Canada World Youth / Jeunesse 
Canada Monde 

Canadian Red Cross 

CAP-Children/Youth As 
Peacebuilders

Centre for Nursing studies 
International Office 

Chalice Canada 

ChAT to the Future Inc.

Coady International Institute 

Community Forests International 

Conservation Council of New 
Brunswick 

Cooper Institute 

CuPE Global Justice Committees 
PEI, NL, NB, Ns 

Cuso International 

Dalhousie  university, Faculty of 
Agriculture International Office 

Dalhousie university Dept. of 
International Development studies 

Dalhousie university, Faculty of 
Medicine, Global Health Office

Dalhousie university, International 
Research & Development

Development and Peace (CCODP) 

Falls Brook Centre 

Farmers helping Farmers

GPI Atlantic 

International sustainable 
Community Assistance (IsCA)

Just us! Development Education 
society (JuDEs) 

Memorial university- International 
Office 

Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC)

Marine Institute International, MuN

Mikinduri Children of hope 

Mount saint Vincent university- 
International Projects Office (MSVU)

New Brunswick Community College 
(NBCC) (pending ratification)

Nova scotia Community College, 
Centre for International Activities 
(NsCC)

Nova scotia Environmental Network 
(NsEN)

Nova scotia Gambia Association

Oxfam Canada 

saint Mary’s university- 
International Office (SMU)

Tatamagouche Centre 

The united Church of Canada- 
Maritime Conference 

uganda Venture 

university of New Brunswick- 
Fredericton Campus

university of PEI- International 
Relations Office 

WusC 

YMCA Canada East

ACIC Board of Directors
Nadya Ladouceur
Chair and Director at Large, 
Renaissance College - uNB     

Deborah Pantin                        
secretary and Newfoundland & 
Labrador Representative, Centre for 
Nursing studies

Brian Tomlinson 
Treasurer and Director at Large, 
AidWatch Canada

sonia ho                                                 
Director at Large, Marine Institute, 
MuN

Marc Gionet                                              
New Brunswick Representative, 
Falls Brook Centre                                

Irene Novaczek                         
DIrector at Large, Cuso 
International                                   

Nora Didkowsky
Nova scotia Representative, GPI 
Atlantic

Nouhad Mourad                                             
Prince Edward Island 
Representative, WusC 

Rendez-Vous is a publication of the Atlantic Council for International Cooperation. ACIC is a coalition of individuals, organizations, and institutions working in the Atlantic region, which 
are committed to achieving global sustainability in a peaceful and healthy environment, with social justice, human dignity, and participation for all. 

We welcome readers’ comments and contributions, including donations to help support our work.  
Contact us: ACIC Newsletter, 210-2099 Gottingen st., halifax, Ns B3K 3B2 or communications@acic-caci.org 

Learn more about the work of ACIC and our Members. Visit www.acic-caci.org or call: 902-431-2311.

Publication of this newsletter is possible thanks to the generous support provided by Members and DFATD (Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development).
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Jennifer sloot
Executive Director (on leave)
email: jennifer@acic-caci.org

Carolyn Whiteway
Acting Executive Director
email: carolyn@acic-caci.org

Jackie Dowling
Program Officer
email: jackie@acic-caci.org

stephanie McAnany
Membership & Program Officer
email: stephanie@acic-caci.org

Janelle Frail
Communications & Program Officer 
email: janelle@acic-caci.org

selvi Roy
PEI Provincial Coordinator 
email: selvi@acic-caci.org

Jessica Barry
NL Provincial Coordinator 
email: jessica@acic-caci.org

staff

Associate Members
Bobby Cameron

Dr. Carolyn Brown (pending ratification)

Catherine Baillie Abidi (pending 
ratification)

Catherine Ronahan 
Clare Levin 
Dr. Cristian suteanu 
David Beckerson
Dayle Eshelby 
Della Webster (pending ratification)

Dennis stuebing 
Delores Levangie 
Donald Fraser 
Donica Larade (pending ratification)

Emanual Nahimana 
hana Nelson 
Jean Fraser
Jesse Lalonde
Joan Campbell 
Joy hecht
Kimberley Douglass
Louise Webb 
Lucas Panizzi (pending ratification)

Marian White
Mary Rigby 
Mary Jane harkins
sarah Mills 
Taylor Quinn 


