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ACIC’s busy fall season started off with a great 
networking event in early September in Halifax. 
“Development Drinks” was hosted once again at The 
Carleton, and was a great opportunity for members 
to come together and meet each other. At the end of 
September, members in PEI also held their bi-monthly 
breakfast networking meeting. Stay tuned for more 
networking meetings in the coming months! 

Follow @ACIC on Twitter Like Atlantic Council for International Cooperation on Facebook 
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   Move Your World Youth Conference
FROM ACIC
ACIC’s 9th annual Move Your World Global Issues Youth 
Conference took place this past Thanksgiving weekend in 
beautiful Aylesford, NS. From October 10-13th, over 35 youth 
from across Atlantic Canada gathered at Camp Brigadoon for 
a 4-day conference on global issues. 

This year’s conference was a great success, with many 
interesting issues and skills-based workshop and activities 
planned by an all-star facilitation team made up of volunteers 
and ACIC staff. Youth had the opportunity to learn about 
International Humanitarian Law, Active Global Citizenship, 
Ethical Volunteerism and much more. Through simulation 
activities, experiential learning was a key theme over the 
weekend. One highlight of the conference was “The Blanket 

John and Jeremy writing poetry Photo: Laura Shay

Exercise” activity, which was facilitated by an external group 
of elders and focused on Canada’s colonial history and the 
interaction between the indigenous peoples and the settler 
cultures. This proved to be one of the most powerful exercises 
of the conference. The youth participants have now returned 
home, where they will continue to blossom as young leaders 
within their communities.

Participants gathering material from ACIC Members Photo: Janelle Frail

Youth showing how they would like to become more active global citizens 
Photo: Laura Shay

Youth panel discussing  learning by doing  Photo: Laura Shay
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Potential ACT Ambassadors must meet all of the following criteria: 
 
 Be a grade 11 student as of September 2014 
 Be actively engaged in international cooperation efforts locally and/or globally 
 Desire to be involved in youth networking group, and build their own leadership 

capacity 
 Must currently reside in Atlantic Canada and be available for travel to Halifax for training 

and video production (December 5-7, 2014) AND to St. John’s, NL for the ACIC Annual 
Symposium (June 11-13, 2015). Travel costs will be covered 

 Must agree to be profiled through online videos and profiles, and in the media 
 Must be able to actively participate in, and encourage others to be part of, the 25th 

Anniversary of International Development Week (February 2015) 
 
ACT Ambassadors will have the opportunity to: 
 
 Connect with other like-minded and involved youth 
 Enhance networking, communication and facilitation skills through workshops and 

events during International Development Week and the ACIC Annual Symposium 
 Be part of effecting change at a deeper level between local communities and the larger 

global community 
 Receive a $1,000 honorarium upon completion of program commitments 
 

DEADLINE: November 16, 2014 
 

For more information about our ACT 4 Global Change program and information about the 
nomination process, please visit our website at: 

http://act4globalchange.ca/act-4-global-change-nomination-form/ 
Or contact Jackie at: 

902.431.2311 / jackie@acic-caci.org  
 

 
 
 

 

Do you know of an outstanding young 
person who is making a difference? During 
the 2014 International  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
NOMINATE ACT4 GLOBAL CHANGE 

YOUTH AMBASSADORS 

As an equity seeking organization, ACIC encourages applications from individuals that represent the full diversity of 
communities in Atlantic Canada, including complexities of intersecting identities such as ability, age, class, gender, 

gender identity, race, and sexual orientation. 
 

The Atlantic Council for International Cooperation (ACIC) is 
recruiting youth ambassadors as part of the 2014/15 Atlantic 
Canadians Together (ACT) 4 Global Change program! 
 
We are looking for: 
 Youth who are making a difference! 
 Youth who are interested in connecting their communities to 

the larger global community! 
 Youth who are ACTing in everyday ways to effect change, not 

just in their own lives, but the in lives of others around them! 
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ACIC’s New Staff

ACIC Annual Board and Staff Retreat
This past October, seven ACIC board members and five staff 
were able to come together in Cap-Pelé, NB for two very full 
days of getting to know our organization and each other 
better, and plan for a busy year ahead. It was evident that 
ACIC is currently in a privileged position with knowledgeable, 
skilled, energetic directors and staff members. We intend 
to make the most of the situation and have set out some 
ambitious targets for the coming months on both the 
programming and governance fronts.

ACIC and the Inter-Council Network
As one of four annual face-to-face meetings, all seven of the 
regional and provincial councils for international cooperation, 
as well as the ICN’s newest member, the Northern Council 
for International Cooperation (NCIC) met for three days in 
August in Vancouver, BC to further collaborative planning 
for the next 5-year program. Along with participating in the 
BCCIC roundtable discussions with Parliamentary Secretary 
Lois Brown, the councils determined committees to further 
the work of the ICN (Poll, National Training and Global Hive, 
Webinars, Communication and Management), revisited 
terms of reference and clarified the role of the new National 
Coordinator.

What were you up to before joining ACIC? 
Before ACIC I spent eight wonderful (and very busy) years with Canada World Youth. My time with 
CWY has taken me across Canada (NS, NB, PE, ON, NL and AB) and to various partner countries 
(Ghana, China, Indonesia, Ukraine, South Africa and Tanzania). After so many years working 
away, I am extremely happy to be living and working close to home and family AND to be working 
for an organization like ACIC that supports making local to global connections a reality!
What is your role at ACIC? 
As the Youth Engagement Officer I will be supporting various programs such as ACT 4 Global 
Change, Move Your World and International Development Week. 
What are you looking forward to over the next few months? 
I am really excited about recruiting, selecting and eventually meeting our four ACT 4 Global 
Change Ambassadors! I am sure they will bring lots of energy and great ideas to the ACT 4 Global 
Change initiative! 
If you unexpectedly had the day off, how would you spend it? 
Oh that is easy! At the beach and even more specifically Martinique beach! I feel the most at 

home and most balanced when I get a beach day with my family. Something about the sun, salt water, air and laughs of all my 
little cousins fills my heart and makes any troubles melt away!

Jackie Dowling, Youth Engagement 
Officer

Back, l-r: Jennifer Sloot, Irene Novaczek, Srephanie McAnanay, Debbie Pantin, 
Carolyn Whiteway Middle: Sonia Ho, Jackie Dowling, Nouhad Mourad Front: Nadya 
Ladouceur, Marc Gionet, Janelle Frail, Brian Tomlinson

SAVE THE DATE!
2015 is ACIC’s 40th Anniversary  and we’re 
hoping you’ll celebrate with us throughout 
the year and especially at our Annual General 
Meeting and Sympoisum.

WHEN: June 11-13, 2015
WHERE: St. John’s, NL
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One of my favourite things to do when I spend time at our 
Sponsor Sites is visiting sponsored children and families 
in their homes. Little did I know when doing home visits 
at our Yapacani, Bolivia site in the fall of 2009, that two 
Chalice sponsored teenagers I met would one day be the 
first students to be accepted into our “Hope for My Future” 
scholarship program. Mariela Romero and Tatiana Anagia 
would then go on to graduate from La Universidad Catolica 

in La Paz with first class 
honours in the Management 
and Entrepreneurship Degree 
Program.

Both Mariela and Tatiana 
have excelled in this program.  
Mariela won a one-month 
USA Embassy scholarship to 
participate in a cross-cultural 
leadership program in the 
US; while Tatiana recently 
scored 95% on her final thesis 
presentation. Both young 

women will graduate in November and have been offered jobs 
working with the Mercantile National Bank in Bolivia.

To date 26 young people from our Bolivian Sponsor Site 
communities are at various stages in the scholarship 
program; and we have begun the selection process for the 
next group of 20 that will begin their studies in January, 
2015. Mercantile Bank internship placements are offered 
to students in this program and all Chalice scholarship 

recipients also participate in community service placements 
as a way of giving back. In addition to receiving a quality 
post-secondary education at one of Bolivia’s best universities, 
Chalice’s “Hope For my Future” program provides life skills 
workshops, academic support and a family away from home 
for our young women and men who are far from their families 
for the first time in their lives (thanks to our La Paz Regional 
Office staff).

So Tatiana and Mariela are successfully blazing the trail for 
the other 44 Chalice scholarship students to follow them at 
the Catholic University in Bolivia. It’s been a gift to witness 
their journeys … from the small, rural town of Yapacani, to 
leaders in their university class in La Paz! I have no doubt that 
many of our scholarship students will be future community 
leaders, professionals, entrepreneurs and government 
officials in the years to come.
Visit http://www.chalice.ca/.ca for more information.

Mariela and family. Photo: MaryAnne MacKinnon

Mariela Romero Photo: Chalice Regional Office, La Paz, Bolivia 

Tatiana and family. Photo: MaryAnne MacKinnon 

Tatiana Anagia Photo: Chalice 
Regional Office, La Paz, Bolivia 

Chalice’s Star Bolivian Scholars     
From MaryAnne McKinnon – Senior International Manager, Chalice Canada
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What’s Happening...con’t 

This past summer remained relatively busy for ACIC, as we 
worked with ACIC members to submit a funding application 
for the International Youth Internship Program (IYIP), hired 
a new Program Officer (Jackie Dowling –see profile page 4), 
travelled to meetings as part of the Inter-Council Network 
(ICN), collaborated on a submission to give feedback on 
the DFATD draft Civil Society Partnership Policy, attended 
roundtable discussions with the Minister of International 
Development, the Hon. Christian Paradis, held staff program 
planning meetings, and embarked in a hiring process for a 
new ACIC Financial Administrator (Huan Hong Xie). With the 
fall now upon us, things are continuing to ramp up even more!

Member Training: ACIC started the busy summer with a very 
interesting AGM and Symposium in Charlottetown, PE, from 
June 12-14th. Hosted by the University of PEI, ACIC members 
came together to network, learn and share with each other. 
This fall, a needs assessment was sent out to all members 
in provinces where member training will be held (NB, NS 
and NL). A member training session is already in the works 
for members in Nova Scotia, which will build on a public 
engagement workshop that was facilitated at this year’s AGM. 
“Do hash tags help? How to Tell Your Development Story” 
was held at Dalhousie University on Oct. 31st 2014. In the 
upcoming months, provincial member training sessions will 
be organized and implemented in the other provinces, based 
on members’ input on timing and topic. ACIC is always looking 
to better support your organization’s goals through these 
useful training sessions. Let’s continue to sharpen our skills 
and build a strong international cooperation sector in Atlantic 
Canada!

Member Engagement: Before the end of this year, Provincial 
Coordinators (PEI, NL) will be selected to further engage with 
provinces that currently do not have ACIC staff members 
and to provide additional support to youth ambassadors, 
networking events and capacity-building activities 
(approximately 10 hours/month paid).

Members Public Engagement Fund: ACIC member 
organizations have been invited to submit proposals that 
support good practice and innovative methods of engaging 
Atlantic Canadians in global development issues. Although 
the results of a 2012 public opinion poll (INC/Vision Critical) 
revealed that one third of all Canadians polled ranked global 

March 3 - March 17, 2015
Breaking the Silence “Alumni” Delegation to Guatemala – 

Deepening and Strengthening Relationships

Join a delegation that will explore history, human rights and 
social justice in Guatemala. A challenging and rewarding 
opportunity to learn more and deepen relationships with 
Guatemalan friends and partners. This delegation is open 
to those who have already been to Guatemala and are 
connected with Breaking the Silence.  This is an opportunity 
for BTS “alumni” to reconnect, reflect, and to deepen 
learnings around what it means to be in solidarity. 

Space is limited and is on a first-come, first-served basis so 
apply now!   

For more information or to get a registration form, please 
contact Wyanne Sandler at btsmaritimes@gmail.com

Cost: $1500 (This includes the registration fee, orientation 
and debriefing at the Tatamagouche Centre, meals, 
accommodations, in-country travel, honorariums for host 
organizations, translation and facilitation. It does not include 
flights or travel insurance.)

poverty as a top concern, 43% felt unaffected personally 
by global poverty. This disconnect indicates a need for the 
international development cooperation sector to develop a 
stronger, more effective narrative to engage Canadians on the 
interconnectedness of the issues surrounding global poverty. 
ACIC members play an important role in transforming the 
ways in which the public understands and engages in these 
issues within Atlantic Canada. Successful applicants will be 
funded up to $1500 for public engagement projects to be 
completed in this fiscal year.

Global Youth Leaders Tour: The Global Youth Leadership 
Tour is an opportunity for four Atlantic youth to engage with a 
Southern partner organization, seeing first-hand the impacts 
being made in international cooperation. The ACIC member 
host organization has the opportunity to share in this exciting 
adventure, supporting the development of young Atlantic 
Canadians in their growing understanding of international 
cooperation issues. A call for proposals will soon be issued 

Continued on page 8



Fall 2014 | Vol 14 Issue 3

7

Food – It’s more than what you eat!
From Bobby Thomas Cameron, ACIC Individual Associate

I recently came to the realization that food is intense! When 
I made the decision to begin a 30-day raw food challenge for 
the month of October, I notified my friends and colleagues 
via Facebook and Twitter of my decision. I was almost 
immediately bombarded by comments from people who were 
perplexed; interested in my decision; angered that I should 
attempt such a “fad” diet; and those who were generally 
supportive. All of this made me think, “Why does food evoke 
such a visceral reaction from people?”
Although I am not a raw foodist by any means (nor a 
proponent or opponent of the diet), I feel we should unpack 
the politics around raw food diets and rawfoodism a bit. Raw 
foodism is essentially a practice of eating only uncooked and 
unprocessed foods (however the nuances of the diet are more 
complex than this).  Raw foodists - people who eat only raw 
food and who strongly identify with their diet - will provide 
you with convincing arguments as to why the raw food diet is 
beneficial, while traditional nutritionists present arguments 
against the raw food diet which are equally persuasive.
What is most interesting to me however, is the plethora of 
ways that raw food and diets in general are impacted by our 
beliefs, traditions, customs and vice versa. The politics of 
food is so apparent; we can designate that a diet is “good” or 
“bad” and either consciously or subconsciously identify this 
designation with the people who choose to eat or not to eat 

certain foods. Where food is produced, who produces the food 
(and under what conditions), 
what is in food, and who 
eats the food are all matters 
which are fiercely debated 
in our society because food 
is what sustains us. We see 
organizations dedicated 
to food dealing with these 
issues (and more) such as the 
Healthy Eating Alliance of PEI; 
PEI Agri-Alliance; PEI Culinary 
Alliance; the PEI Food Security 
Network; etc.  Indeed food is 
politics. 
Thus, my decision to change 
my diet, even for only 30 
days, is much more than a 
personal choice in reality. It 
is implicated by a universe 
of intersectional issues which 
are debated publically and which are thus inherently political.  
Food is definitely more than just what you eat.

See more about Bobby here: www.bobbycameron.net 

Bobby Cameron with raw food.

Winter is coming...Join a 6-9 week volunteer project in Nicaragua or Peru! 

CWY is currently looking for motivated youth aged 17-25 to take part in our 6-9 week overseas volunteer projects in Nicaragua 
and Peru this winter (projects begin in December, January, February).

Our 6-9 Week Youth Leaders in Action (YLA) projects aim to foster the acquisition of knowledge, skills, attitudes and values, 
and lead to increased self-esteem and empowerment, all of which lead to active and meaningful involvement in community 
development. These projects last 6 weeks and take place in the exchange country only with teams of 12 to 18 Canadian youth. 
The 6-9 week YLA project is the perfect option for someone who is interested in exploring the world of international development 
and volunteering overseas and whom are only able to leave for a short period of time.

Who we’re looking for: Canadian citizen or permanent resident Youth aged 17-25 (as of December 31st, 2013) in good health, 
open-minded and interested in learning from and working with diverse communities and cultures. 

Cost: $2400 (Flights included in this cost). There is also a non-refundable registration fee of CAN$250 to be paid after you have 
applied online.

**Canada World Youth is committed to equity in recruitment and diversity. We highly encourage applications from Aboriginal 
youth, visible and ethnic minorities, persons with disabilities, persons of minority sexual orientations and gender identities, and 
others who may contribute to nurture the diversity of our volunteer teams.

For more info: http://canadaworldyouth.org/apply/youth-leaders-in-action/youth-leaders-in-action-6-week-projects/
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Wekimün: A school for and with 
Indigenous youth and communities 

Position Title: VOLUNTEER – Spanish/English Translator with 
UPEI The Wekimün School in Chiloé, Chile, and the University 
of Prince Edward Island, in Prince Edward Island, Canada 
invite applications for the following volunteer opportunity.
Position Term: Dependent on need: Opportunities could arise 
as early as November, 2014. Length of volunteer placement 
will be based on specific tasks to be accomplished.
Project Location: Centro Mapu Ñuke, Chonchi, Chiloé, Chile
Application: Please submit, by email, a resume, cover 
letter and three references to Project Coordinator, Debbie 
MacDonald, at: dmmacdonald@upei.ca. See the full 
description here: www.acic-caci.org/volunteer-opportunities

inviting ACIC members interested in hosting a 10-day tour 
(summer 2015), supported by ACIC, to be a part of this 
transformational experience.

International Development Week 2015: ACIC is well underway 
in our preparations for International Development Week 
2015, which will take place from February 1-7th, 2015. For 
this 25th year anniversary, DFTAD has again chosen the 
theme “We Are Making a Difference.” ACIC wants to highlight 
how our members throughout Atlantic Canada make a 
difference year-round. We will be hosting events in each of the 
four provinces to do just that- so please come out and join us!

What’s Happening...con’t 
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Irene Novaczek
Irene Novaczek PhD (Marine 
Ecology) represents Cuso 
International, having been a Cuso 
cooperant in Indonesia in the 
1990s, a member of the Cuso 
Board of Directors and a local 
volunteer for overseas recruitment 
in more recent years.  She is 
also a municipal councillor for 
Breadalbane PEI, serves on the 

Boards of GPI Atlantic and the Green Party of Canada, and is 
a longtime activist for environmental and social justice. 

Nouhad Mourad
Nouhad is a senior in Anthropology, 
Diversity and Social Justice Studies at 
UPEI and the Student Refugee Program 
Executive through WUSC. She’s employed 
with Life-Bridge and Queens Country 
Residential Services, a non-profit working 
with adults with intellectual disabilities. 
She is passionate about social, economic 
and environmental justice, international 
cooperation, peace-building and 

volunteer extensively within the community, including with the 
Island Peace Committee. It aims to educate, advocate and 
engage the public on topics of peace-building, international 
relations and foreign policy. She was part of the People’s 
Social Forum Local Expansion Committee and attended the 
Forum in Ottawa this August and is now organizing a Regional 
People’s Social Forum in Charlottetown for summer of 2015. 

ACIC’s New Board Members

Un -- CIVIL 
WARS

12:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Friday, November 14, 2014 
Top Floor, Dalhousie University Club

SPEAKERS
Catherine Gribbin, Canadian Red Cross 

Valerie Oosterveld, Western University Faculty of Law
Representative from the Canadian Forces

Andrea Harrison, ICRC Washington
Linda Dale, Children/Youth as Peacebuilders

10TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 
HUMANITARIAN LAW CONFERENCE

FREE

JOIN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE #UNCIVILWARS

 Secure your spot here: uncivilwars2014.eventbrite.ca
Or contact kalina.mccaul@redcross.ca for more information
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Atlantic Regional Solidarity Network (ARSN) AGM
Nov 14 - Nov 16, 2014 to Fri 7:00 PM - Sun 1:00 PM 
Making the Connections: Resistance and Movement Building 
Across Borders and Nations 
 
Resource People: 
Jen Moore, Mining Watch Canada 
Alma Brooks, Wabanaki Confederacy
Eliza Knockwood, Mi’kmaq Youth Bundle-Keeper 

Gain inspiration and new understandings of solidarity from 
resource people who are building solidarity relationships 
across borders and nations, including the recent People’s 
Social Forum in Ottawa, the U.N. Forum on Mining and 
Indigenous Peoples in May 2014 and the ongoing struggle 
against fracking in Elsipogtog, New Brunswick.

Program Cost: $176.50 includes registration, meals and 
accommodations.  Please don’t stay away because of costs, 
bursaries and cost-savings options are available!  Please 
contact Kathryn Anderson at kathrynande@gmail.com for 
more information or to register.  

Tatamagouche Centre Upcoming Events

Social Enterprise: Legal and Strategic Guidance for 
Registered Charities and Non-Profit Organizations 
Feb 18 - 19, Wed 2:00 PM to Thu 4:00 PM                                                                                                    
Explore legal landscape of raising revenue within charities 
and non-profits and strategize creation of social enterprise 
activities – connecting your mission to the market.  

Program Cost: $450 includes registration, meals and 
accommodations. Leadership: Richard Bridge, David Oyler, 
Michelle Ferris (PRG) 

Community Development & Social Action: Tools, Skills, 
Approach & Practice
Nov 16 - Nov 21, 2014 Sun 7:00 PM - Fri 1:00 PM 
We will explore the role of communication, how to know 
what your group or community wants or needs, and what the 
elements are key for effective and sustainable community 
development. There will be an opportunity to practice, assess 
and apply tools such as Appreciative Inquiry, Open Space 
Technology, world café (and others) and explore how they 
apply in community development contexts.

Program Cost: $730 ($338 tuition+$392 meals/
accommodations). Leadership Stephen Law, Ishbel Munro.

ARSN AGM 2013 Photo: Rebecca MacDonald 

What are you doing for International 
Development Week? 

Post it here: www.international.gc.ca/
development-developpement/involved-

implique/idw-sdi.aspx
And let us know! We’ll share it around and 
help get the word out! pe@acic-caci.org 

Steve Law leading a session Photo: Tatamagouche Centre 
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Coady International Institute Member Spotlight
From Richard Perry, Coady International Institute

“If we are wise, we will help the people everywhere to get the 
good and abundant life... to become masters of their own 
destiny” - Rev. Dr. Moses M. Coady
 
Coady International Institute has been called Canada’s 
best-kept secret. Tucked away in a small corner of St. Francis 
Xavier University in Antigonish, Nova Scotia, ‘the Coady’, 
as it’s known locally, has been educating development 
professionals from around the world since 1959. In fact, 
there are more than 
6,500 graduates 
from 130 countries.  
 
Citizen leaders from 
around the globe 
travel to Antigonish 
each year. Why do 
they come? They 
are leaders in their 
own communities 
who want to help 
others get out of 
poverty. They tackle 
health crises like 
HIV/AIDS. They 
want women to 
play greater roles 
in their societies. 
They are passionate 
advocates for democracy. 
 
At St. Francis Xavier University, a Coady Institute education 
ignites this leadership. It inspires development leaders to 
learn practical skills and strengthen their commitment to 
their communities and organizations. Our unique asset-
based approach to development recognizes that each 
community and individual has strengths and resources that 
they can use to build sustainable communities. Our program 
staff and associates have extensive field experience. They 
use participatory adult education methods to draw out the 
insights and experiences of learners, while introducing new 
ideas.

Our flagship 20-week Diploma in Development Leadership 
is designed for citizen leaders who are passionate about 
creating positive change. We also offer shorter, specialized 
certificate ‘skills’ courses. Our education offers a focus on 
three specific thematic; promoting accountable democracies, 
strengthening local economies and building resilient 
communities. You can view all upcoming 2015 Coady 
programs at http://www.coady.stfx.ca/

Our graduates 
would include 
people like 
Adepeju Jaiyeoba 
of Nigeria, who 
founded Mothers 
Delivery Kits, 
which help 
save the lives 
of hundreds of 
mothers and their 
babies. (video of 
President Obama 
thanking Adepeju 
at a recent event 
in Washington. 
D.C.)  Another 
graduate, Father 
Shaiju Chacko, 
an Indian priest, 

is helping to deliver a massive five-year training program for 
100,000 youth in the states of Jammu and Kashmir. 
 
2014 is the 55th anniversary of Coady International Institute. 
To mark the occasion, it is highlighting alumni success stories 
at Coady Celebrates, its annual fundraising dinner in Halifax 
on October 22nd, and developing an interactive timeline 
marking 55 significant events in its history. 
 

For alumni success stories visit www.coady.stfx.ca/alumni
Support Coady scholarships at www.coady.stfx.ca/coady/

support
Follow Coady Institute on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

coady.institute

Past Participants of Coady’s Diplomas. Photo: Coady International Institute
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Volunteer in Haiti this coming February
From Lloyd Dalziel, International Sustainable Community Assistance (ISCA)

Have you ever considered visiting Haiti or participating in 
a volunteer working holiday adventure? In February 2015, 
ISCA-AIDC will be offering a limited number of volunteers 
the opportunity to do both! You will see the beauty of Haiti 
like it is never shown in the media while also assisting in the 
continuing development of sustainable rural livelihoods in 
Haiti.

Since 2005, ISCA-AIDC members have been working in rural 
Haiti to support the development of the agriculture sector 
through improving skills and knowledge of smallholder 
farmers in agricultural techniques and demonstrating scale 
appropriate livestock technologies. Specifically, in 2013, 
ISCA-AIDC supported the introduction of chicken coops 
in Zoranger, a community about an hour drive north of 
Port-au-Prince. By providing the necessary business and 
poultry management training, these coops have been, by 
all measures, transformational to the individual families as 
well as the community! This holistic approach coupled with 
strong locals partners, has encouraged ISCA-AIDC to expand 
the project to further families in the community of Zoranger – 
AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!

ISCA-AIDC is seeking five volunteers to spend nine days in 
Haiti to assist in the training of smallholder families in small 
business and poultry management as well as assisting in 
delivering poultry health clinics and constructing additional 
chicken coops. While it would be beneficial for volunteers 
to have a basic knowledge or experience in small business 
management, accounting, carpentry, or backyard poultry 
production, ISCA-AIDC will provide you with the necessary 
training in country to make your experience meaningful and 
productive. 

All volunteer participants are required the cover the cost of 
the trip; however, ISCA-AIDC will provide you with background 
information should you decide to fundraise on your own to 
assist in covering your costs. 

Curious yet? If you have an adventurous spirit with a desire 
to assist families and communities in developing long term 
sustainable solutions to improve their lives, and if you are 
able to work hard and live in basic but comfortable conditions 
- consider this trip! We are sure that this experience will 
transform YOUR life! For more information: email info@isca-
aidc.ca 

Eighteen Canadian and over 120 Tanzanian volunteers 
offered medical clinics and training this past August in three 
rural communities in southern Tanzania. Together, they 
assisted nearly 2,000 children and mothers and offered 
training for local health professionals in ultrasound and 
delivery.  

TANCAN Medical Mission is a joint venture between Chalice 
and our Sponsor Site Partners. We aim to assist local health 

care providers in their delivery of specific medical services 
through capacity building, education and training. This was 
our third consecutive year in Tanzania and we continued to 
focus our efforts on supporting the newly expanded Maternity 
Clinic in the community of Songea. Previously only Pre and 
Post Natal care were provided but thanks to the generosity of 
our donors, the Clinic now offers Labour and Delivery. A BIG 
Thank You to all our volunteers and supporters!  
Check it out here: http://youtu.be/s4_Lz7SJWk8

We are recruiting a small group of volunteers to return to 
Tanzania and continue training in ultrasound and delivery 
(2 weeks, July 2015). If you know an ultrasound technician, 
doctor or nurse who may be interested, please spread the 
word. Chalice also offers annual non-medical missions. 
In 2015 we will be visiting Bolivia and Haiti. For more 
information contact Joanne Albrecht (1-800-776-6855, 
joannealbrecht@chalice.ca). 

TANCAN Medical Mission with Chalice Canada
From Joanne Albrecht, Chalice Canada

Composite Photo of Clinic 3 Photo: Stephen Melanson 
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Energy East Speaking Tour
From Conservation Council of New Brunswick

From October 27 to November 6, the Council of Canadians and local partners will visit communities in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick to talk about why TransCanada’s proposed Energy East pipeline is all risk and little reward for Atlantic Canada.
Join Council of Canadians Chairperson Maude Barlow, Energy Director of Bold Nebraska Ben Gotschall, and Matt Abbott, the 
Fundy Baykeeper for the Conservation Council of New Brunswick and others to hear about the project, how to protect our 
waterways, possible alternatives, and the risks of a pipeline and tanker spill.
Free admission to all events.

To find out more about the tour: www.
canadians.org/energyeast-atl-tour
Please join us at a public forum! Join 
our facebook events and spread the 
word! 

November 3 – Fredericton, NB, 
Wilmot United Church, 473 King 
Street, Fredericton, NB (map) Event 
starts at 7:00 p.m., Speakers: Angela 
Giles, Matt Abbott, Ben Gotschall, 
Maude Barlow  
Join the facebook event for updates 
and details! 

November 6 – Edmundston, NB, 
Centre Maillet  429 rue Principal 
in the auditorium, simultaneous 
translation available, Speakers: 
Angela Giles, Matt Abbott, Ben 
Gotschall, Maude Barlow
Join the facebook event for updates 
and details! 

The tour will visit these communities 
for several days, featuring a public 
forum as well as a series of events 
including meetings and site visits.

Supporting groups include: 
Conservation Council of New 
Brunswick, Fundy Baykeeper, 350.
org, Ecology Action Centre, Stop 
Energy East Halifax.
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Social Entrepreneurship Takes Off in New Brunswick
From Ries Van Beek, CHAT to the Future

When I introduce myself as CHAT to the Future’s 
Entrepreneurship Mentor and New Brunswick’s first High 
School Entrepreneurship Mentor, I am sometimes asked 
how or why this position was created by a grant from the 
department of Post-Secondary Education Training and Labour.  

The answer is simple; New Brunswick students achieve 
amazing accomplishments every day and their stories, like 
that of the children of CHAT to the Future, needs to be shared 
and grown to inspire more high school students to become 
Entrepreneurs here in our wonderful province. Our project is 
focused on promoting social entrepreneurship as the vehicle 
for our young people to pursue their passions here in New 
Brunswick and in the process enrich their communities.

CHAT to the Future is a social entrepreneurship charity born 
here in New Brunswick and growing through its partnership 
with New Brunswick public school students. CHAT stands 
for Care and Hope through the Adoption of Technology and 
our story of partnering with and supporting 17 Ugandan 
orphans often amazes young people. We work with teachers 
in over 50 schools to educate students about the power of 
social entrepreneurship. Our project is currently working in 
the Entrepreneurship classrooms of 5 New Brunswick high 
schools to develop social entrepreneurship projects which 
are both financially profitable and socially responsible. At 
Fredericton H.S., Oromocto H.S., Saint John H.S., Simons H.S. 
and St. Malachy’s H.S., we are working to build successful 
student projects, and grow their level of engagement while 
helping them to develop stronger ties to their community and 

their entrepreneurship skills.

My role has varied from day to day. In some classrooms I am 
a co-teacher; in others I am working with small groups or even 
one-on-one mentoring. It always begins with mini-lessons on 
the inspiring and powerful story of CHAT and the power of 
Social Entrepreneurship. My favorite role is when I facilitate 
Skype talks between the children of the CHAT house in 
Uganda and New Brunswick high school students. By the end 
of 30 short minutes, there is always a wonderful appreciation 
of the similarities between young people everywhere and an 
unforgettable bond that supercharges the Entrepreneurship 
students to design projects that will not only succeed 
financially but also contain an explicit benefit to society.  We 
are developing a micro-loan bank to support our students’ 
project ideas and a small army of established New Brunswick 
entrepreneurs that are willing to mentor high school students 
as they develop their ideas.

The goal of the project is to increase student engagement and 
develop entrepreneurial skills.  Our project has just begun to 

collect data on our students’ performance and measure the 
impact of developing social entrepreneurship projects on their 
classwork. However, as a former high school teacher myself, 
I am confident that when the students participating in this 
project see their school work take root and grow outside the 
classroom, their confidence will increase and their levels of 
engagement will similarly grow.

Downtown fundraising group Photo: CHAT to the Future

Van Beek facilitating print ad feedback session Photo: CHAT to the 
Future
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Food in South Sudan
From Canadian Foodgrains Bank (ACIC Member Mennonite Central Committee is a member of Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank)

“They were on the run, searching for a place to hide, trying 
to think of somewhere near, running, desperate for a safe 
haven, carrying only what could fit in their hands, a bag or 
two, a child on one arm, and some clothing.” 

That’s what an aid worker wrote earlier this year about the 
terrible situation facing people in South Sudan.
 
Most of the people he saw running for their lives were women 
and children. Like millions of other South Sudanese, they are 
victims of the horrific civil war and ethnic killings that have 
been happening in that country since December, last year.
 

This group of about 160 families found safety in a United 
Nations camp. But even after arrival, their fear did not 
dissipate. “With so much terror, panic was still spreading,” 
Thomas wrote. “Most adults didn’t sleep for several days in 
order to stay on guard.”
 
Although the world is currently 
captivated by the terror caused by 
ISIS in Iraq and Syria, and the Ebola 
crisis, there is another huge crisis 
in the world that almost nobody 
is reporting about: South Sudan. 
An estimated four million people 
face hunger due to civil war in that 
country. 
 
Most of those who are affected are 

farmers or herders. The fighting has made it too dangerous 
for millions of farmers to stay on their farms and plant a 
crop. Herders have been forced to abandon their animals, or 
flee to places where there is poor land for grazing. With so 
many people dependent on what they grow or raise in order 
to survive, the disruption of their planting time is leading to 
widespread hunger. 
 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank is responding by providing 
food inside South Sudan and for people who have fled to 
neighbouring countries. This includes emergency food relief 
and special nutritional supplements for pregnant and nursing 
mothers, and for children under the age of five. We have 
invited Canadians to join us in responding to the needs in that 
country; $12 provides emergency rations for one person for a 
month, while $60 will feed a family of five. 
 
For more information about the Foodgrains Bank’s response, 
visit www.foodgrainsbank.ca 

 
Founded in 1983, the Foodgrains 
Bank is a partnership of 15 
churches and church agencies 
working together to end global 
hunger. In 2013-14 it provided $42 
million of assistance for 1.3 million 
people in 42 countries. In Atlantic 
Canada, the Foodgrains Bank has 
volunteer representatives in PEI and 
Nova Scotia.

Kanise Sakanya is cooking boiled maize flour for her family, 
and for the family that has sheltered her for the last 5 months.
Photo: Amanda Thorsteinsson

Rose Laselkaj with her 6 month-old baby, Gladdie Koja Photo: 
Amanda Thorsteinsson

Beans are the main protein source for most South Sudanese 
people Photo: Amanda Thorsteinsson
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Regular Members
AidWatch Canada

Atlantic Chapter of Canadian 
Women for Women in Afghanistan 
(CW4WAfghan)

Breaking the Silence—Guatemala 
Maritimes Solidarity Network 

Campbell Webster Foundation 
(pending ratification)

Canada World Youth / Jeunesse 
Canada Monde 

Canadian Red Cross 

CAP-Children/Youth As 
Peacebuilders

Centre for Nursing Studies 
International Office 

Chalice Canada 

CHAT to the Future Inc.

Coady International Institute 

Community Forests International 

Conservation Council of New 
Brunswick 

Cooper Institute 

CUPE Global Justice Committees 
PEI, NL, NB, NS 

Cuso International 

Dalhousie  University, Faculty of 
Agriculture International Office 

Dalhousie University Dept. of 
International Development Studies 

Dalhousie University, Faculty of 
Medicine, Global Health Office

Dalhousie University, International 
Research & Development

Development and Peace (CCODP) 

Falls Brook Centre 

GPI Atlantic 

International Sustainable 
Community Assistance (ISCA)

Just Us! Development Education 
Society (JUDES) 

Memorial University- International 
Office 

Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC)

Marine Institute, MUN

Mikinduri Children of Hope 

Mount Saint Vincent University- 
International Projects Office (MSVU)

Nova Scotia Community College, 
Centre for International Activities 
(NSCC)

Nova Scotia Environmental Network 
(NSEN)

Oxfam Canada 

Saint Mary’s University- 
International Office (SMU)

Tatamagouche Centre 

The United Church of Canada- 
Maritime Conference 

Uganda Venture 

University of New Brunswick- 
Fredericton Campus

University of PEI- International 
Relations Office 

WUSC 

YMCA Canada East

ACIC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Nadya Ladouceur
Chair and Director at Large, 
Renaissance College - UNB     

Deborah Pantin                        
Secretary and Newfoundland & 
Labrador Representative, Centre for 
Nursing Studies

Brian Tomlinson 
Treasurer and Director at Large, 
AidWatch Canada

Sonia Ho                                                 
Director at Large, Marine Institute, 
MUN

Marc Gionet                                              
New Brunswick Representative, 
Falls Brook Centre                                

Irene Novaczek                         
DIrector at Large, Cuso 
International                                   

Nora Didkowsky
Nova Scotia Representative, GPI 
Atlantic

Nouhad Mourad                                             
Prince Edward Island 
Representative, WUSC 

Rendez-Vous is a publication of the Atlantic Council for International Cooperation. ACIC is a coalition of individuals, organizations, and institutions working in the Atlantic region, which 
are committed to achieving global sustainability in a peaceful and healthy environment, with social justice, human dignity, and participation for all. 

We welcome readers’ comments and contributions, including donations to help support our work.  
Contact us: ACIC Newsletter, 210-2099 Gottingen St., Halifax, NS B3K 3B2 or communications@acic-caci.org 

Learn more about the work of ACIC and our Members. Visit www.acic-caci.org or call: 902-431-2311.

Publication of this newsletter is possible thanks to the generous support provided by Members and DFATD (Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development).
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Jennifer Sloot
Executive Director (on leave)
email: director@acic-caci.org

Carolyn Whiteway
Acting Executive Director
email: projects@acic-caci.org

Jackie Dowling
Program Officer
email: info@acic-caci.or

Stephanie McAnany
Membership & Program Officer
email: membership@acic-caci.org

Janelle Frail
Communications & Program Officer 
email: pe@acic-caci.org

Staff

Associate Members
Bobby Cameron

Dr. Carolyn Brown (pending 
ratification)

Catherine Baillie Abidi (pending 
ratification)
Catherine Ronahan 
Clare Levin 
Dr. Cristian Suteanu 
David Beckerson
Dayle Eshelby 
Della Webster (pending ratification)
Dennis Stuebing 
Delores Levangie 
Donald Fraser 

Emanual Nahimana 
Hana Nelson 
Jean Fraser
Jesse Lalonde
Joan Campbell 
Joy Hecht
Kimberley Douglass
Louise Webb 
Lucas Panizzi (pending ratification)
Marian White
Mary Rigby 
Sarah Mills 
Taylor Quinn 


