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The Liberal Arts are the three, ancient tools called the Trivium. They are simply the way
mankind has always learned about the world: observation (grammar), investigation (logic)
and discussion (rhetoric). Northfield teaches the use of these tools so that her students can approach, understand and act to further what is good, true and beautiful.
Nothing more. Nothing less.

A Disciple’s Call: Come and Abide

Schools differ like people. Northfield is for those who want to learn
(students, teachers, and parents alike). It was not intended and is
not equipped for those who do not. We liberally remind everyone
who does not maintain our learning environment. We are always
grieved to see a single one go, but we desire to remain a free community. Forced conformity, once begun, powerfully quells the free
spirit of learning which brought us together.
EACH one here is a precious individual and totally unique.
Let us remind those who forget their desire to learn. But if the
one reminded does not change, it simply shows that person never
wanted to learn. Then, as friends, we must part ways until a day
when, hopefully, we may meet again as disciples.
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Seven Simple Rules
Good conduct is hard without rules. But rules are hard unless they are
few in number and simple in content. In recognition of this, it’s a Northfield tradition to begin each day by reciting seven simple rules which
make it easier to bring everyone together and still maintain a healthy
learning environment. Faculty, students, and parents agree to:
1. Respect and encourage one another, in word and deed.
2. Practice personal and academic honesty.
3. Be on time, be prepared, and be attentive.
4. Be modest in word, deed, and appearance.
5. Maintain a clean and orderly environment, including lockers, classrooms, and commons.
6. Comply immediately with requests from administration.
7. Resolve disputes.
... And to remember that faculty and parents are expected to set the example (1 Peter 5:3), and students are expected to follow (1 Peter 5:5). No
one is expected to do this alone (1 Peter 5:10).
_____________________________
Student Signature
_____________________________
Parent Signature

__________________
Date
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General Procedures/Policies
Rule #1: Respect and Encourage

“Love is the extremely difficult realization that something other than oneself is real.”
-- Iris Murdoch, “The Sublime and the Good,” 1959

Northfield School is a small Liberal Arts institution. Our purpose is the
instruction of inquisitive minds. We are part of a community, privileged
citizens in a special place. We must respect and encourage each other and
our place.

Rule #2: Practice Honesty

“Nor is it always in the most distinguished achievements that men’s virtues or vices may be best discerned; but very
often an action of small note, a short saying, or a jest, shall distinguish a person’s real character more than the
greatest sieges, or the most important battles.”

-- Plutarch, from Life of Alexander, 75 A.D., translated by John Langhorne (1770)

Plagiarism
Students are expected to follow the customs of our Liberal Arts academic tradition and develop their own minds in their own words, citing works
that are borrowed. In the classroom, faculty and students will practice
honesty and honor this tradition.
Theft
Lockers and lunch boxes belong to individual students and are not public
property. Any student taking any item from another student’s locker or
from the school refrigerator without permission will be suspended for
one week and without recourse to making up lost assignments.
Rule #3 Be On Time

“The significance-- and ultimately the quality-- of the work we do is determined by our understanding of the story
in which we are taking part.” -- Wendell Berry, “Christianity and The Survival of Creation,” 1993

Attendance/Missed Classes
The school day begins at 8:00 a.m. and ends at 2:45 p.m. Monday through
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Friday.
• Students are not to leave campus outside their academic schedule.
• Daily attendance according to each student’s classroom schedule is
required.
• For planned absences, contact the student’s class sponsor in advance.
• For unplanned absences/emergencies, parental release notification is
required. Contact the main number, 316-832- 3319. Students will remain
in scheduled classrooms until parent/guardian collect them.
Rule #4 Be Modest
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.” -- Matthew, 13:44
Dress Code
Our policy is encapsulated in one of our seven simple rules: be modest. Avoid drawing undue attention to yourself. During orientation,
and throughout the year, boys will meet with male faculty members and
girls with female faculty members to discuss this issue in greater detail.
We ask that boys have their shirts tucked in at all times, and that caps or
hats not be worn indoors. For girls, we ask for longer shorts close to the
knee. Skirts should extend to the knee. Please also refrain from tight and
revealing clothing. Leggings do not count as pants. On Oxford Thursdays
(every Thursday), students are expected to wear Sunday clothes (collared
shirts, ties, slacks and nice shoes for boys; dresses or skirts or slacks as
the weather turns colder). We will inform the ladies when they can switch
to slacks for cold weather.
Rule #5 Keep Order

“But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised
to discern both good and evil.” -- Hebrews 5:14

Parking/Transportation
Each school day will begin and end at the Northfield School campus.
Students should be dropped off along the front of the school houses on
the south side of the street. Drivers should access University from the
west via Glenn Street and pull up as far as possible toward Vine Street to
make room for a line of vehicles when necessary. Please do not enter the
driveway of 1813 University, and be mindful of congestion in deference
to our neighbors and those accessing Friends University. Students are not
to ride with other students for any reason.
Lockers
Students are issued lockers at the beginning of each school year. Lockers
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will be their personal responsibility to keep clean and orderly. Any items
found outside the locker will be placed for one week in the Lost and
Found. At that time, unclaimed items will be donated to the underprivileged. No food or drinks may be stored in lockers.
Rule #6 Comply Immediately
“[L]ove makes language exact.”
-- Wendell Berry, Standing by Words, 1983
Electronics
No student cell phones, laptops, or computer tablets are allowed on
campus or at Work Wednesday sites at any time. If a student is found in
possession of any forbidden device, it will be taken away, and a $100 fee
will be assessed for its retrieval. Students may ask to use a supervisor’s
phone to contact parents if necessary.
Lunch/Snacks
No student is allowed to leave campus during lunch. Microwaves are
available in the lunchroom on the main floor of 1803 W. University. No
eating or drinking is allowed elsewhere in the houses.
Knives/Guns/Airsoft Guns
Weapons are not allowed at school or at any Work Wednesday location, at
any time, in any form. If found, a $100 fee will be assessed for the item
to be returned to your parents.
Illegal Substances
There is no place in our community for illegal and/or intoxicating substances. Possession and ingestion of such substances is forbidden on
the campus, including personal vehicles. If discovered, persons will be
immediately expelled.
Rule #7:Resolve Disputes
“Imagine the younger generation studying great books and learning the liberal arts. Imagine an adult population
continuing to turn to the same sources of strength, inspiration, and communication. We could talk to one another
then.”-- Robert Hutchins, “The Great Conversation,” 1951

Grievances and Discipline: Matthew 18
1. Parents and/or students should immediately report conflict to faculty.
Only written reports can be considered. E-mail is acceptable.
2. Sponsor(s) must become primarily involved, parents notified and the
concerned parties immediately brought together. Parents should accompany students if appropriate. Meeting together is intended to de-escalate
conflict and expedite resolution. It also, most importantly, conditions our
behavior to respect and encouragement.
3. If the initial meeting is not successful or if there is a recurrence of the
offense, a second meeting with an additional advocate/witness will be
called.
4. If this second attempt fails, the last step is a hearing before the President of the Board.
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5. An appeal can be entered to the President of the Board.
6. All information must be revisited by the President of the Board and a
final decision to which all will conform will be rendered.
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Work Wednesdays
For Northfield the time and energy spent on Work Wednesday is an act
of poïesis: taking education and setting it to use through an “action of
making” for the purpose of building up the community and producing
“workers”. Not only has Work Wednesday provided for the needs of our
community but it has offered priceless experience to students who often
ask for an opportunity to apply their learning.
All students and faculty will be participate each week through the year on
Work Wednesday.
• Mandatory for all students and faculty
• 0-credit, pass-fail class
• Minimum attendance of 8 Wednesdays per trimester
Work Wednesday, a regular school day, will begin immediately following
Convocation and sponsor and students will arrive at their Wednesday
location at about 9:30. Accommodations will be made for students with
health challenges that inhibit their ability to participate in an outdoor environment. Parental involvement is essential for transportation and
supervision is always a need.
Parent who wish to sign up for a certain number of Wednesdays through
the year, please let Mr. Alumbaugh know (contact information below).
Please feel free to recommend a location that can use our energy and do
not hesitate to request help for projects at your home. Additional assistance would be greatly appreciated for the few Field-trip Wednesdays as
well.
Matthew Alumbaugh
Volunteer Coordinator
Cell: (316) 925-3508
alumbaugh@northfieldschool.com
Work Wednesday Dates:
2017		
2018
● September 6, 13, 20, 27		
● January 10, 17, 24, 31
● October 4, 11, 18, 25			
● February 7, 14, 21, 28
● November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29		
● March 7, 14, 21, 28
● December 6, 13 			
● April 4, 11, 18, 25
(Winter break - Dec 22)		
● May - NO WORK WEDNESDAY
We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one
can work. As long as I am in the world,I am the light of the world.” - John 9:4-5 ESV
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Grading Policy
The primary function of grades is to provide a transferable record of a
student’s performance that other schools can utilize in making judgments
about the student’s ability to enter their curricula. To protect our reputation and to maintain academic integrity, we will seek to observe high
absolute standards when grading a student’s performance. Achieved or
Learned should be a commendable job for most students.
While the student is attending, we consider direct control between the
student and teachers (including mid/post trimester comments) much
more important than the actual grade in evaluating the student’s learning
progress. Parents will do well to take teacher’s comments seriously and to
use them as the basis for assisting each student to maximize the Northfield learning opportunity. The grading scale is as follows:
4.0 Mastered
Demonstrated thorough factual and conceptual understanding of course
material with ability to integrate concepts with other disciplines.
3.0 Learned
Demonstrated factual and conceptual understanding of course material
with some ability to apply concepts.
2.0 Achieved
Completed assignments and demonstrated consistent understanding of
course material.
1.0 Completed
Competed assignments but did not otherwise demonstrate consistent
understanding of course material.
0.0 Failed
Incomplete assignments and failure to understand course material.
Pass/Fail
A permanent status for non-core courses which the school wishes to offer but in which extraordinary circumstances such as the difficulty of the
material covered, the manner in which the class meets and/or in which
assignments are made, or the general workload of the students taking the
course in a given trimester do not lend themselves to a graded performance that would fairly represent abilities. This is NOT a status that may
be elected by the student.
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Graduation
Requirements
Why have wise men throughout the ages referred to “knowledge” as a
“body”? Because they have respected [and feared departing from] the
oneness of infinite truth ... which the Greeks once called the “logos”
that held the universe together ... and which Christians still believe was
made incarnate in the body of Jesus.
At Northfield, we select our subjects for study based on the following
criteria:
1. Developing a capacity to use the tools of learning contained in the
Liberal Arts trivium (grammar, logic, rhetoric),
2. Acceptability and suitability for parents and teachers,
3. Relevance to the important issues of our times and all times,
4. Enough time and material to challenge and convince the student that
coursework accumulates knowledge and
forms one whole body.
• 3 years History
(grade 9 -12)
• 3 years Literature and
Composition
(grades 9-12)
• 3 years Language (Greek
and Latin)
(grades 8-12)
• 3 years Music Appreciation
or equivalent of instrument/
vocal performance
(grade 8-12)
• Geometry and Algebra
• Biology and Chemistry
• 4 elective classes
Minimum 2.0 High School
GPA required for diploma
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Curriculum
and Tuition Guide
What follows is a sample course of studies by a student who chooses to
complete Fundamentally Northfield and at the same time take advantage
of college credits earned through Friends University. For students not
wishing to pursue college credits, the 11th and 12th grade years would
consist of 5 courses taken at Northfield.

Northfield School
1813 W University Ave.
Wichita, KS 67213
(316) 832-3319
office@northfieldschool.com
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Earn to Learn
Initiative
What is the Earn to Learn Initiative?
“The tall stoop and the small stretch” – this is a theme of Northfield
School. Some of us are tall, and some small, but we all have something
to give. The Earn to Learn Initiative encourages our financial aid students
to reach to the tall members of our community, financially capable of
fostering their educational efforts.
Earn to Learn Options:
1. Work-Study
2. Family Event Business Management
3. Community Sponsor

For questions, please contact
Becky Elder
Cell: (316) 655-7949
Email: beckyelder8@gmail.com

12

