
 

 

June 22, 2022 
  
The Honourable Sean Fraser 
Minister of Immigration, Citizenship and Refugees 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
Via email: minister@cic.gc.ca 
  
Dear Minister Fraser, 
  
Open Letter re: keep permanent residence pathways for Hong Kong residents open 
  
I write to raise to your attention a concern about the permanent residence pathways for Hong Kong 
applicants. While I have other suggestions on how to enhance immigration pathways for the people of 
Hong Kong, the purpose of this letter is to focus on Stream B of the Permanent Residence pathways (or 
the Lifeboat Scheme). 
  
Per your government’s criteria for the Permanent Residence pathways for Hong Kong established under 
the Temporary public policy creating two pathways to permanent residence to facilitate the immigration 
of certain Hong Kong residents, all Stream B applicants must meet a requirement of at least 1 year of full-
time work experience, or the equivalent in part-time work hours, in the in the immediate 3 years 
preceding the date when the application is received; and, to have graduated with certain educational 
credentials in the immediate 5 years preceding the date when the application is received. 
 
During the Standing Committee on Citizenship and Immigration's study on the immigration and refugee 
measures for the people of Hong Kong in the last Parliament, one expert witness, Mr. Hui, a former pro-
democracy legislator who had to flee Hong Kong, told the Committee, “Many young protesters who now 
urgently need a safe place away from Hong Kong are in their twenties and thirties, just like me. They’ll be 
barred from the scheme totally, even with having Canadian qualifications.” 
  
Simply put, there are many Hong Kongers who were active in the pro-democracy movement that have 
graduated more than five years ago. None of them will be eligible for this Lifeboat Scheme. Moreover, 
even for those recent graduates who met the 5-year graduation requirement at the time of applying for 
their open work permit, by the time their work permit is received and they have fulfilled the hours of work 
requirement, they are falling out of eligibility to apply for permanent residency under Stream B of the 
Lifeboat Scheme.  
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This is just one example of why the 5-year graduation criteria is too narrow to effect the goals of the 
Lifeboat Scheme. I am deeply concerned that limiting the program to only apply to people who have 
graduated within five years of the application date excludes far too many Hong Kongers who are 
desperately concerned about their safety given their involvement in the pro-democracy movement. 
  
I have raised this concern to the attention of your predecessor, the previous Minister of Immigration, 
Citizenship and Refugees. Unfortunately, he did not take any action to address this issue. Meanwhile the 
situation for Hong Kongers has become ever more pressing. We must ensure the pathways for Hong 
Kongers remain accepting and open, so that we may facilitate the best lifeboat possible for those affected 
by the deteriorating human rights situation. 
  
I urge that you amend the Temporary public policy to drop the 5-year limit on the graduation requirement 
for Stream B (Canadian work experience) applicants and include all persons who hold an eligible education 
credential without the 5-year graduation limitation.  
 
I would be glad to discuss the matter further if you wish and invite you to be in touch with my office, as 
my staff would be glad to coordinate a meeting time. Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I 
will look forward to your reply. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

 
Jenny Kwan 
Member of Parliament for Vancouver East 
NDP Critic for Immigration, Citizenship and Refugees 
 
 
 


