11 May 2023

The Rt Hon James Cleverly MP

Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

King Charles Street

London

SW1A 2AH

The Rt Hon Suella Braverman KC MP
Home Secretary

Home Office

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

Dear Secretary of State,

We, the undersigned parliamentarians, are writing to raise our concern regarding retaliatory action the
People’s Republic of China and the Hong Kong Government have taken against the British National
Overseas (BNO) Visa, which has seen thousands of Hong Kongers who have moved to the UK denied
access to over £2.2 billion of their pension savings.

As you will be aware, in retaliation to the UK Government launching the BNO Visa scheme in January
2021, the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs declared that it would no longer recognise the British
National Overseas passport as an identity document.

This unilateral declaration that was not accompanied by a change in pension regulations or legislation in
Hong Kong has led to thousands of Hong Kongers refused access to their hard earned pension money on
the grounds that pension providers will not recognise a valid UK Government issued document.

Research published by the UK-based NGO Hong Kong Watch has estimated that the Hong Kong
Government has denied Hong Kongers who have moved to the UK access to over £2.2 billion of their
pension savings held in schemes as part of the Mandatory Provident Fund.

In the case of HSBC, a UK-headquartered bank is undertaking retaliatory action on behalf of the Chinese
Government and it is estimated that it has denied Hong Kongers access to over £600 million worth of
their hard-earned pension savings.



This punitive denial of Hong Kongers to access their savings is curtailing the ability of many to start new
lives and to prosper and thrive here in the UK. It is also likely to increase the amount of financial support
that new arrivals require from the UK Government in the future.

Given that this retaliatory action is not only targeted at vulnerable political refugees who have fled an
ongoing human rights crackdown, but at the UK Government, we urge you to issue guidance to all
UK-based financial institutions regarding the use of British National Overseas passports as valid
documents.

We also request that you undertake an official review of the number of Hong Kongers in the UK who
have been impacted by this change, and press UK trustees of the Mandatory Provident Fund to give
Hong Kongers under the BNO Visa immediate access to their pension savings.

Yours sincerely,

BMJ t\\{‘o-«\ .

Lord Alton of Liverpool, Patron of Hong Kong Watch
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